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mn Backers for B'way Legit Shows 


Inspired By Father, ‘Arsenic 


By JACK PULASKI 


Number of investors in Broadway 
legit shows has been steadily mount- 
ing for the past several years, and 
the count in connection with this 
season's productions is estimated to 
have already topped 200. Many 
productions have multiple backers, 
those with shares ranging from 10 
to 20 per show, although there are | 
several legits where the owners of | 
small percentages number as many 
as 27 backers. 

Hordes of angels indicate the plen- 
itude of loose coin, but there is no 


doubt that the huge financial success |! 


of sich shows as “Life With Father,” 
with about 15 backers, and “Arsenic 
and Old Lace,” with around 22, 


vest as little as $500, but more often 
it's been twice that sum, 
ers put up $5,000, a lesser 
exceeding that figure. If a show flops | 
the actual loss, as far as income tax | 
deductions go, is only about 20° of | 
the amount invested. 
Business setup for 


shows w it 


in- | 
spired the trend. Those with hunks | 
of shows have been known to in-)| 


while oth- | 
number | 


Boffs 


Opera on St. Louis Mulled 
‘By Composer Robt. Stolz 


St. Louis, Feb. 8. 

Robert Stolz, composer and con- 
ductor, is mulling an opera for this 
burg based on the novel, ‘Rose of 
| Old St. Louis,” a story laid during 
ithe time of the Louisiana Purchase 

and penned by Mrs. Mary Dillon in 
} 1904. Here last week to make a per- 
| sonal with the St. Louis symph orch 
|}in a special program of Viennese 
| melodies, Stolz and Isaac A. Hedges, 
chairman of the Municipal Audi- 
torium. Commisison, huddled on the 
| opera plan. 

The composer-conductor 
idea as broached by Hedges, said 
| he would read the novel and, if he 
| okayed the plan, he would ask Oscar 
Hammerstein II to do the libretto. 


Tele Now Testing 


+ 


iked the 
liked t | generated by post-war-slanted com- 


Charge Rose-Colored Slant 
on Postwar Merchandis- 
ing Plans Retarding Vic- 
tory — War Dept. Will 
Ask Radio Execs to Stop 
Kidding Public Into Com- 
placency 


SQUAWKS FROM G.I.’S 


on the part of the 
listening public, 


Complacency 
American radio 


mercials that conjure up Utopian 
pastures in the peace to come, is 
causing considerable anxiety among 
War Dept. brasshats in Washington, 
with result that the entire adver- 
tising picture, in relation to spon- 
sored radio programs, is due for a 
drastic overhauling. 

Edict slated to reach the desks of 


! 
| 


2 


Stars, Others Face 
Treasury Dept. 


Campaign By 
to Get Extra Taxes 


Beefs Grow on Brushoff 
To Non-Regular Cafe-ites 


There is growing resentment 
among the New York niteries, as in 
other key cities, that “the joints are 
doing too much business.” It’s gotten 
so that the coatroom gals won't even 
check in the would-be customers 
without a nod from the major domos 


who, at least, are attempting some 
semblance of taking care of the reg- 
ulars. 

Nonetheless the pushing around 
that the average waif in the night | 
gets is causing many a cafe-hound, 
regular or casual, to vow “there'll be 
a day of reckoning with these sa- 
loonkeepers when the wartime 
spending eases back to normal.” 


Miami Gyp-Take 


Washington, Feb. 8. 


Treasury Department has put a 
battery of lawyers to work on the 
methods used by some picture stars, 
directors, producers, etc., to avoid 
paying as much income taxes as the 
Government feels it should get. The 
probe is also looking into individual 
returns, in an effort to learn whether 
more taxes can’t be gotten from 
Hollywood toppers who pay stiff fees 
to their own lawyers to figure ways 
of dishing out less taxes. 


Methods include such things as in- 
corporating, paying a star with a 
block of stock in an individual film 
instead of giving him a straight sal- 
ary, etc. The Treasury lawyers ad- 
mit the schemes appear to be per- 
| fectly legal, but “devious.” Uncle 
Sam wants to see, however, whether 
some of these shrewd stunts can be 
forbidden. Some of the schemes 
evolved in Hollywood, it is claimed 
here, rival those of the days when 
big business men used to incorporate 
their yachts and otherwise take 
losses to lower the income tax pay- 
ments. 

What 


flocks of backers is known as limited | sponsor execs, network and agency e ° ° appears to be the favorite 
partnerships. Under the law the} Officials in the immediate future method, according to the Treasury 
(Continued on page 50) 0 e S or V, (with some already tipped off in 0 cy ] es ig (Continued on page 55) 
advance of the official “stop” sign) 
ri ] . 
Recent influx of beautiful dames at | Will put an end to all peewee com Miami Beach, Feb. 8. P . N | A 
Vet Burlesque Mer. the DuMont tele studios which has | ™ercial bally for the duration, with The gyp-and-take is really on in a rosperity ote $ mt. 


orders from the top to stop kidding 


+ had elevator operators and other Agi ies -+ ovo, | Dig way in this community. As pre- Of L Ch L f 
Predicts Peel Wheel building at 551 Madison “ag | viously detailed, it’s a lush town, 00se ange eit 
avenue, N. Y., gasping for breath is With plenty of ioose bucks, and the 
= Continued on page 12) Ss, 
Boom in Post-War | explained by new venture launched 7" : new war rich, untutored in the Behind at Film Cages 
by Sam Cuff to dress up the video proper manner of high living, are 


Washington, Feb. 8. 
Burl 
in the 


esque is slated for a comeback | 


screen with beauty as desired by ad- 
vertising clients. 


Fritz Kreisler, Last Of 


really going over the hurdles. 


The third-rate niteries shill for 


The willingness to spend money, 
with plenty of it on hand for picture 
shows, is topped under World War 


postwar era, according to} past few days Mo floating cra ames and wheels, with 
Jimmy Lake, lessee of the Gayety Holdouts, Finally Gives strong they’re braced or HI prosperity by 
theatre here, who has spent most | ers. Conover, Thornton. etc.. to build ‘ jy ° gimmicked. The shill is almost | ber of reaper where people are nag 
of his 50 years in showbusiness in | piagpingpaee 8 Re omg pl os dain Nod to Radio Series | vacuous because things are wide | in& box offices without picking up 
the burley field. hime. timentet iste have available |open and many a nitery is slated to | ‘W!" change, according to industry 
“Soldiers and sailors are pinning info on femmes’ appearance, person- Fritz Kreisler has finally SUC- | go full blast. beers 5. : 
up everybody from Betty Grable to | ality, screen and voice manner, etc., cumbed to pleas of his followers and | What bothers the nicer hostelries | A vast amount of loose change is 


the Varga girls,’ he said. “There 


so client’s beauty 


requirements may | 


will make his first radio appearance 
| this summer on the NBC-Bell Tele- 


is that their regulars are complain- 


being left behind with the cashiers, 


will be a renaissance because you | be filled without lengthy tests in- | 50 gedaan |ing about being taken for $1, 500 or | either as result of a rush to get into 
just can’t kill the desire for men | yolving auditions for large groups of | P2Oe Prosram. ar a pe ee $6,000, or whatever the sum. When | the theatres or by an increased tend- 
to see beautiful women. When | gals each time models were to be oan Ob oe a t oe a a the hoteliers talk about squawking | ency not to note the peerage “4 due, as 
peace comes, burlesque will boom.” | used. than 50 years, but had always re-' (Continued on page 50) (Continued on page 50) 
| Cuff denied card index system w: | fused to play over the air 

Lake cited as proof that potential em | ever continued requests a! 1d cul ‘tail- | — = 
audiences for the art of strip tease | INSiabie®’ because cients spent too | rent of concert appearances ae e to} FOR TELEV ISION 
in uniform by pointing to the asting sess when- | wartime travel difficulties, final y | 
half-empty houses throughout the | ¢V¢! casting sessions were held, influenced him in the change of 


week in his theatre, whiie over Sat- | 


mind. 


urday and Sunday, when the city R | Ad ihe 0 | Kreisler will appear on the “Tele- | 
irday ‘ ay, it; reisler will appear on the “Tele- | 
fills up with servicemen on week- ooseveit IDS nl phone Hour” in a series of five | 
end passes, business takes a terrific Sh Bi . | broadcasts, the first being this sum- | aq our 
| OW iZ Personalities mer and the four spaced 
Lake once teamed his doorman| Show business is still talking about | over the ~ 
with an ex-pug from Paterson, N. J., the President's alertness when Jo/| once 
put them on his stage. This | Davidson presented him with the to 
in business as | scroll of greetings on his 62d 
Hott and Costello. day, signed by 350 notables from the | : ‘ 
pe and the arts. Of these, 120 All-Girl Orchestra 
Ch hill Pi lsignatories were from Hol lywood ‘M i Th § d 
Korda SY urc ] ic | and the rest from New York and alrzy rows tu es and Choir 
London, Feb. 8. elsewhere. Philadelphia, Feb. 8 
Sir Alexander Korda is to do a film | W hen sculptor Davidson made The song, “Mairzy Doats,” is one Conducted by = 
biographical on the career of Prime | the formal presentation, Roosevelt! pig headache to the Univer ity of 
Minister Churchill. Metro will re |looked down the list, pointed to | | Pennsylvania. Popularization of the Phii 7) italn 
lease. ;jmany a name and mused, “What's | ditty has busted up a special U. of| pp 5 


Charles B. Cochran (“the Ziegfeld | She doing now 


Say, I haven't heard | 
from him ina ‘long time. 


Pa. course in psychology 
decade, 


| 


of Britain") may also be screen-| And how | For the past psychology 


bioged under plans which W. R.| is So-and-So getting along?”, etc.,| teachers have been using the rhyme: 
Sheehan has, following the latter's ‘Mairzy doats and Goaisy doats and | 


apparently very aware of these show | 


Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker picture. biz personalities, (Continued on page 12} | 


/ |SCREEN RADIO. MUSIC STAGE | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
il 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


ik 
4 


| 
\ 


i 
t 
if 


2 MISCELLANY 


ARI 


Wednesday, February 9, 19{1 


Scully's Scrapbook 


By Frank Scully 


Like some of the best in “Can 
You Top This?.” this is a quickie 
and doesn't count. 

It's a contrapuntal exercise about 
“Variety” and some of its far-flung 
muggs. 

One of the best of them was one 
Claude Binyon. Nature, abhoring 
anything resembling continuity, gave 


him the world’s toughest kid called | 


Tardy, on account he was late com- 
ing into the world and never did 
catch up. There was a rule at kid 
parties that when Tardy had slugged 
all the bovs unconscious and started 
on the girls, the party was over. 
“Variety” slipped the kid that Tardy 
nickname and the youngster is still 
fore at the paper. 

It wes Binyon’s job on “Variety” 
to be funny. The Hollywood office 
then was in the Taft building. Above 
it is a damned pond now called Lake 
Hollywood. Binyon had a_ phobia 
that the dam would break and 
everybody. Binyon included. 
One dam actually did blow out above 
Harry Carey’s ranch. 

Binvon finally worked himself out 
from under the dam, but not much. 
He got a job as a scenario writer 
at Paramount, but this still left him 
practically in a direct line with the 
camned dam. When he got enough 
dough to build a house he built on 
the top side of Toluca Lake. This 
put him above Lake Hollywood too. 


Free from worries. at night at 
least, he began to get fat. So fat, 
in fact, people mistook him for 
Oakie, just as they mistake me for 
Tully. But not for long. 

Then Binyon got a bunyon on his 
belly or something. They operated. 
Binyon was bedded for nearly a 
year. But at least he was bedded 


above the dam. When he got well ! 


he wrote better than ever. But he 
was still too fat. 

Then the Army got him. The 
Army assigned him to polish the 


script of Irving Berlin’s “Army.” 


That was Binyon’s first break. The | 


Picture was made at Warner’s and 
that’s above the dam. I saw him 
there. A captain. The Army had 
streamlined him cown to the perfect 
proportions of a juve lead. Bar 
none, he was the handsomest thing 
in town. Gable included. 

But instead of getting $2,500 a 
week for doing his best, he was get- 
ting $100 and still doing his best. 

The war over, he may find himself 
back at Par. In case he doesn't 


know it, they've lowered the water | 
in the dam so that now it’s carrying | 


safe load. 

Only a louse would bust up a guy’s 
phobias like this, but by the time 
the war is over there will be plenty 
of new worries for everybody. Bin- 
yon included 


No Belittlin’ 
London a 


From mugg once re- 


vealed in “Variety” that Jack Hy]l- | 


ton had been clipped 125 quid on a 
two-reel short. 


The picture producers screamed, 
“You have libeled us all over | 
America!” 

“Well.” calmed the mugg, 


Can now call 


‘prother.’ I've libelled them all.” « 


“No, seriously,’ pressed another of 


the producer’s mob, “you'll have to 
square this. We can show you by 
our books that we paid Hylton in 
full.” 

“Which set?” 

“Never mind which set. You libel 
us ali over America and we demand 
@ retraction.” 

The mugg blew his topper. 

“Listen,” he said, “you'll never get 
it by belittling me. Where do you 
get that ‘All over America?’ When 
we libel a guy, it’s all 
world!” 


So they ordered in a tea wagon 


and drown him with two lumps of | 


sugar and lemon, 
G. Nernard and “Variety” 
Another time a mugg trekked to 
Malvern, up near Stratford-on-Avon, 


where a cycle of Shavian plays was | 


in for a whirl. 

Meeting the Master the mugg said, 
“Tin up here for ‘Variety’ and God 
help you if yor: es 

He wasn't. So the mugg wrote: 

“This thing has 90 laughs, one gag 
and a pratt fall. If it had sex ap- 


RAY 


Lolly’s Hesp Checkup 


every big producer | 


over the 


(Reprinted from “Daily Variety” 
of Feb. 4) 


Sit Down 
New York, Feb. 3. 
Editor. “Daily Variety”: 

The home office of “Variety” 
has not done a lick of work 
since the story broke about 
Warners making “Mister Broad- 
way.” 

All the staff does is sit around 
and cast the picture. Only one 
unanimous opinion so far. This 
is for Boris Karloff to play Jack 
Pulaski, and even Pulaski 
agrees. 

Who knows who they pick to 
play me, but place a bet on 
Simon Legree to show. Sid. 


ED GARDNER PLANS 
SETTLING IN H’WOOD 


; native,” says the “Archie” of “Duffy’s 
| Tavern.” He’s bought agent Harry 
| Edington’s home in Bel Air, and will 
| h.q. on the Coast for his future film 
| and radio work. 

Paramount's filmization of “Duffy's 
| Tavern” looms as an all-star musical, 
| with Crosby. Hope, et al., parading 
| through the “tavern” as the plot un- 
| folds. 


Costs U $350 Wkly. To 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Donald O'Connor, inducted into 
the Army yesterday (Monday), will 
draw a salary of $350 a week from 
Universal, in addition to his GI 
' wages from Uncle Sam, as long as 
he wears a uniform. 

Superior Court approved a new 
five-year contract between the 


Ed Gardner is “going California | 


Hold (0’Connor, in Army Warner has 


86th WEEK ! 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Your show was superb. I loved it. 


BETTE DAVIS. 


Mister Broadway 


Due Around Xmas 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


Skedded as a “holiday treat” for 
exhibs, “Mister Broadway,” WB's 
recently announced celluloid biog of 
Sime Silverman-“Variety,” will get 
release dates spotted around Christ- 
mas time, according to Jack Warner. 
instructed that script 
and casting prelims be completed in 
time for Aug. 15 rolling date. 


Film, into which will be woven 
history of “Variety,” is being based 
on a story by Abel Green, editor of 
“Variety.” with Arthur Schwartz 
producing. WB scripters here are 
now bn with research activities, 
with strong possibility that three of 
crew will be ready to huddle with 


young star and the studio, starting 
when he returns to pictures and re- | 
| placing the old seven-year ticket 
| which had several years to ruid. | 


Schwartz to get screenplay started 
within the next few weeks, 


Weekly a relainer to Kee? BERT IN’S QUICKIE BACK 


the actor under contract while he is 
in military service. 


Team for USO Overseas 


Martha Raye. who vreems at the 
Roxy, N. Y., today (Wed.), is slated 
for another USO overseas tour in 
company with the Condos Bros. and 
an accordionist accompaniment. As 
one of the “Four Jills in a Jeep” 
(which Carole Landis novelized in 
book form and which has also been 
filmed by 20th-Fox, with Mitzi May- 
fair and Kay Francis as the other 
two “Jills”) she made an extensive 
overseas tour in the European and 
North African war theatre last year. 
| One of the Condos Bros, (Nick) has 
been romantically linked with the 
comedienne, who only last week di- 
vorced Capt. Neal Lang, ex-hotel 
manager. 


Louella O. 


book- 


Parsons, whose new 
her second, having previous- 
ly written one in 1915 on “How to 
Write for the Movies’—has gone into 
its fourth edition, or over 40,000 
copies, is combining an eastern liter- 
ati junket on 
Illiterate’ (which is the title of her 
|autobiography) with a hospital 
checkup at Johns Hopkins, Baltimore. 
She is there this midweek, following 


a guest-shot for Mary Margaret Mac- | 


Bride on Monday, and is due back in 
New York by next Sunday (13) to 
guest with Fred Allen. 

She returns to Hollywood the fol- 
lowing day. 


peal it 
It isn’t.” 
It wasn't. 


would be a hit. It hasn’t. 


| The Riviera 
Down on the 


to Burbank 

Riviera a mugg 
struck up a friendship with Lucian 
A. Sauvage, a French-Canadian, now 


Reuters correspondent for Holly- 
wood. The mugs tutored Sauvage 


in English, using copies of “Variety” 
as a textbook. ¢You'll see this in 
WB's “Mister Broadway.”) 


In a year Sauvage had learned | 
}enough English to interview guys 
!like H. G. Wells, W. Somerset 


Maugham, Dr. Serge Voronoff, Mike 
Arlen and James Joyce. 
; But it certainly 


The Real “Old Bay” 
While Warming up for this con- 
(Continued on page 54) 


Martha Raye, Condos Duo. 


behalf of “The Gay | 


made a bum out) 
Sauvage’s Freach. 


TO U. S. BEFORE ITALY? 


Reported Irving Berlin may make 
a flying visit back to the States and 
rejoin his “This Is the Army” troupe 
in North Africa and Italy. 

The tour in England and Ireland 
virtually completed, a “route” is be- 
in glaid out for the Mediterranean 
war theatre. 
| 
‘Ethel Barrymore Goes 


| RKO for ‘Lonely Heart’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Ethel Barrymore has been signed 
| by RKO for a featured role in the 
| Cary Grant starrer “None But the 
| Lonely Heart” which launches Clif- 
| ford Odets as a director. 
| This marks her first 
since she worked in “Rasputin” at 
| Metro 12 vears ago. She reports 
| at the RKO studio Feb. 27, at which 
| time she will have concluded a road 
tour with “The Corn Is Green” 
which is due here in two weeks. 


picture job 


Diapers May Next Replace 
Candy in Those Machines 


| An experiment in line with build- 
| ing boxoffice business which may 
| Spread throughout the country, it is 
| believed, are so-called “cry rooms” 
| which have been established in vari- 
| OuS theatres in the midwest where 
| spring to shows and through sound- 
| proofing of the rooms, not annoy 
|} any other patrons. 

' Rooms range from 25 to 100 seats, 
| depending on the size of the theatre. 
Papa and mama may come to the 
shows, with the former taking himself 
| to wherever he prefers to light, while 
| mama, with the babe in arms, takes 
| a seat in the “cry room,” where she 
jean view the show through glass, 
with amplification brought in from 
| the stage. 


Youngman’s Flier 
Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Henny Youngman was signed last 
week by Eddie Sherman to appear 
!in the first of the new Cristello- 
| Shermait productions, “A Wave, a 
| Wac and a# Spar,” to be released 
| through Monogram Pictures. Com- 
pany is headed by Lou Costello’s 
father and Sherman. 

Youngman is slated to report in 
Hollywood on March 1 and will also 
do a guest shot on the Abbott and 
Costello air show. 


| parents may bring their bawling off- | 


New York Runaround 


By Radie Harris 


With the English rights of “Rebecca” cleared, Victor Payne-Jennings 
will put this Daphne du Maurier dramatic version into rehearsa). With 
Conrad Nagel in the role created by Laurence Olivier in the film. and 
Estelle Winwood as the housekeeper, Mrs. Danvers...no one as yet tagged 
for the Joan Fontaine part, but Gertrude Musgrove being mentioned 
Harry Green has acquired the rights of Leo Birinski’s Russian drama. “The 
Last Quatrian,” and is hoping that Margaret Webster will assume the qj. 
rectorial reins...Add signs of the times: when Martha Scott, Nanette 
Fabray, Thelma Schnee, Beverly Roberts, Sue Ryan, Nancy Carrol) 
Frances Robinson and 12 showgirls from the “Ziegfeid Follies” trekked 
to Washington to campaign for the soldiers’ vote in the House of Repre. 
sentatives, each of the gals was swathed in mink!...Billy Rose's spring 
show at his Diamond Horseshoe will be costumed by Mary Grant anq 
staged by John Murray Anderson. 

Now it’s Ann Sothern who's being sought for the role of Sadie Thompson 
in the Howard Dietz-Vernon Duke musical version of “Rain”... but while 
the search still goes on, the vis-a-vis, “Sgt, O'Hara,” has already been 
signed by A. P. Waxman... he is Robert Brink, tall, dark 'n handsome six. 
footer who'll be heard at the City Center in the English translation of 
“Martha” (20)...that stunning gold money clip Harry Levant is sporting 
these days is a gift from Cole Porter, in recognition of his expert musica] 
direction of “Mexican Hayride.” 

Luba Rodenko, premiere ballerina of “The Merry Widow,” may soon 
switch to Dick Kollmar’s “Dream With Music”...it’s a full colonel 
now for Stanley Kahn, back from extended overseas duty—he and his 
wife, Rita Johnson, are at the Sherry Netherland...Iika Chase's 
dramatization of her bestseller, “In Bed We Cry,” is near the casting 
stage...with the shuttering of the third road company of “Doughgirls,” 
Joy Hodges is being paged to heroine opposite Harry Ellerbe in “Indian 
Summer.” 

Louella O. Parsons is at the Waldorf...Bramwell Fletcher and Diana 
Barrymore are tres interested in Harry Madden’s satirical comedy, “The 
Truth About Tristan,” formerly known as “What Would You, Ladies?”.., 
Nan Wynn, at the Madison on a Manhattan holiday, will remain to do a 
Broadway musical...memo to Sid: if you were to attend the cadet hop 
at West Point Saturday night (12), you would hear the guest of honor, 
Gertrude Lawrence, singing the songs that only Gertie can sing! 


Burbank Buzzing Sinatra Craze 


Puzzles Britain 


Editor, “Variety”: 

Tell your muggs to stop cast- 
ing the picture and to. start 

The Voice, insofar as English rae 

dio fans are concerned, is simply a 

guy named Sinatra whose voice lings 


figuring how we can keep the 
studio going until the script of 

ers pleasantly on the ears but proe 
vokes no other particular reaction, 


“Mister Broadway” is completed. 
That's all, brother. 


Three directors have put in 
personal bids to Jack Warner to 
do the job with Buzz Berkeley 
first on the line last Thursday, 
the day after the announcement, 
Five writers have also asked 
Arthur Schwartz for the assign- 
ment. This is on the level. That’s the opinion of Katherine 
Meanwhile, the casting de- Campbell, head of the CBS office in 
partment reports that all the London. Here for a six weeks’ visit 
heavies in town want to play to study network operations in New 
members of “Variety's” staff. York, Miss Campbell told Saturday 
One actor said he'd give his (5) of Britain’s reaction to the first 
salary to relief if he could play Sinatra transcriptions, aired several 
Jack Pulaski, figuring this would weeks ago over BBC. 
give him his first good notice in “The response.” she said, “was 
the paper. ; ; lukewarm. The British newspapers 
The makeup contingent, which | haq@ mentioned him frequently and 
has a file on everything, has we were led to expect something 
plenty on “Putterball Jack.” We quite amazing. We thought he was 
will have no trouble casting good, of course, but we couldnt un- 
Sid, either. They found Scarlett derstand the great fuss and ado that 
O'Hara didn't they? was being made over him in Amer- 
Yours, ica. The girls liked him, but nobody 
swooned and the songs weren't punce 
tuated by girlish squeals.” 
U. S. Programs Now a Habit 
“American radio shows were ens 
joyed in England before the war,” 
asserted Miss Campbell. “but they 
were so few in number that the av- 


Charlie Einfeld. 


$4,000,000 ‘Gate’ As 
Spitalny Girls Double 
As Bond Salesmen 


erage listener was scarcely aware of 

Cleveland. Feb. 8 their existence. Now, however, 

i ams stly trane 
Phil Spitalny and his Hour of American programs, mostly tra 


scriptions, have increased to the ex- 
tent that they are a definite force in 


Charmers rocked this town for over 
| $4,000,000 “gross” in war bonds at 


its Arena concert. Scaled to attract | the listening habits of the English 
the $25 and $50 bond buyer, the | People.” 
maestro drew some $3,000,000 at the | “Variety programs,” she _ pointed 
gate. | out, “are the most popular of course, 
Then Spitalny sent his 35 girls particularly the shows of Bob Hope, 
into the orchestra and told them | Jack Benny, Edgar Bergen and Kate 
| not to come back on the rostrum | Smith. American commentators are 
|until each had sold $25,000. This, | also well liked, Raymond Gram 
| coupled with “request” bond bids | Swing and Alastaire Cooke being 


per specialty, realized over $1,000,000 | particular favorites. “American Com- 
more, mentary,” a transcription heard ev- 
ery Saturday night, commands wile 
| interest, and after the broadcast the 
general comment of one Londoner to 


LADY HARDWICKE’S generat’ comment of one doner 
LONDON: PLAY PLANS 


Helen Picard, wife of Sir Cedric 
| Hardwicke, is slated to return to her 
native London in a few weeks, and 
will remain there for the duration, 
| doing ENSA work, and also to as- 
sume the leading role in “Big Ben,” 
new play by Evadne Price, whose 
husband is now a Jap prisoner. 

Another J. B. Priestley play is also 
on the agenda for Lady Hardwicke. 
Her husband remains in Hollywood, 
where he is under 20th-Fox contract. 


No Scalping U. S. 

Treasurers and ticket sellers union 
of N. Y. has started a Fourth War 
Loan drive of its own, the objective 
being $175,000, earmarked for a 
medium bomber, which will be 
named for the ticketmen’s organiza- 
tion. 

Suggested ame for the plane is 
“Two on the Aisie.” 


he most popular broadcasters in 
England, in the opinion of Miss 
Campbell, is Tommy Handley, whe 
heads a weekly half hour variety 
package; Beatrice Lillie and Noel 
Coward. Gracie Fields had a wide 
audience while she was in England, 
but her departure to America 
aroused little resentment, contrary 
to reports heard in this country. 


Mrs. B. Balaban’s Op 


Mrs. Barney Balaban. wife of the 
president of Paramount, is in the 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minn., fol- 
lowing an operation for a minor ail- 
ment. She is reported rallying nicely 
from the op. 

Par’s prez left for there Saturday 
(5) but will probably be back at his 
desk in the homeoffice by the end 
of this week. 
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VARIETY 


MISCELLANY 3 


Metro's Stars In 
Service Eligible 
Also for Pension 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


Film stars such as Clark Gable, 
James Stewart, Robert Montgomery, 
Robert Taylor and other Metro stars 
in the armed forces would be cligible 
for pensions under the Loew's pen- 
sion plan now under consideration. 
Studio expects that many of its top 
players W ho are now in service will 
return to pictures after the war and 
is planning to make provision for 
them along with other personnel in- 
cluded in the retirement fund pro- 
posals. 

Originally intended for higher paid 
executives only, the pension plan 
was revised and broadened when in- 
surance actuaries pointed out that 
stars and some directors as well as 
lower paid personnel should come 
under the provisions if the pension 
plan was to be approved. 

Understood that, under the pro- 
posals being discussed, women would 
be able to retire at 60 and men at 

(Continued on page 12) 


Plan to Develop 6th 
Ave. (N. Y.) as Super 


‘Avenue of Americas’ 


Development of Sixth avenue. 
N. Y.. as “The Avenue of Americas” 
already advocated by the Sixth Av- 
enue Assn., may become so compre- 
hensive after the war that it will 
include show biz expansion on that 
street, particularly near Radio City. 
Such expansion may take in radio 
studios and latest streamlined tele- 


vision theatres, already being mulled }. 


by film compaay theatre interests. Ac- 
tual sites of new structures undoubt- 
edly will not be revealed until prop- 
erty has been cinched. Ultimately it 
is hoped that Sixth Ave. would build 
into a real rival of Fifth avenue. 
One modernistic structure in “Av- 
enue of Americas” program is envi- 
sioned as likely to house the Blue 
Network and possibly interests now 
identified with that radio net. 


With the Blue seeking new quar- | 
ters, arrangement calling for the net-| 


“Variety's” First Option 


Philco has taken up the first option on 


999 


“Variety’s” services for its “Hall of Fame” 
It marks an important mile- 
stone for “Variety,” and how far away this 
initial option looked the night of Dec. 5th. 
We're plenty glad to have gotten over the 
vp-ning contractual hurdle, too. However, 
the hurdles will keep on popping up every 
We hope they continue to do so 


program. 


Sunday. 
at 6 p.m. E.W.T. 


With the inaugural option past maybe 
it’s time to look around and put that all 
important modern question—What goes? 


Who recalls those who asked, 
We do. 


had ‘Variety’ to gain?” 


We tried 
to answer them by declaring that “Varie- 
ty” went on the air for two reasons only: 
“The added prestige and circulation which 


Still, 
letters. 


there 
For 


erage for 
“Variety” 


terested. We 
aid to them. 
yet in. 


pertains to the paper, we are your obedient 
servant for one good kick in the pants. 


is something more than 
instance, has the program 


helped our correspondents in their cov- 
us? 
has its correspondents across 
the country in whom we are deeply in- 


Philco has its dealers; 


want the program to be of 
But all the returns are not 


One thing the show has borne out is 
something which “Variety” guessed before 
the program started. This is that “Var iety” 


would have two radio audiences—the pub- 


“What 


tant, of 


Philco, 


might’ be gained from within its own 


trade, showbusiness, by a competent per- 


formance.” Well? 


Circulation. 


and also subscriptions. 


Nothing startling, but 
pleasant indications from newsstand sales 
No_ big 


understand, but neat and steady. 


how about the “Daily?” 


Prestige? Umm! Added prestige? May- 
Certainly the mail has been heavy 
Plenty of 
criticism, too, which is strictly okay. We’ve 
dished out our share of that so we retain 
an intense interest when the boys and girls 
turn the guns around. Remember Singa- 
couldn’t turn 

If we ever lose our 


be. 
and _ sufficiently 


pore? 
there. 
criticism of “Variety,” 


They 


favorable. 


"em around 
interest in 
or anything which * 


are, by far, 


“Variety” 


swers. 
leap, “Variety” 
Arthur, ship. 


lic and show people. 
Of the two the public is the more impor- 
course. 
whether it’s a good show or not and, via 
if “Variety” stays on the air. 


What they’re looking for 


It has so eventuated. 


The public decides ° 


But of the two groups the show people 
the toughest. 
to do just a good program is not 
enough to the show bunch. They know 
the jokes, switches, tricks. 


Because for 


All the an- 
from 


is ideas, presentation, showman- 


Those two osibionees, the public and the 


show bunch. 


cases of Alka- 


Oh, boy! Harold, two more 
Seltzer. 


So at the moment it’s kind of hard to 
give a definite summary as to any in- 
creased circulation or added prestige. Yet 
last. week Warners announced it would 
make a picture about Sime and “Variety.” 
Would you say 125 radio stations scared 
WB away from that idea? 


Sid, 


LOUIS SOBOL TO SELL 


MILK FOR BORDEN’S 


Louis Sobol is the latest from the 
ranks of Broadway columnists going 
on the air. 
Journal-Americar 


The syndicated N. Y.! 
writer will head a, 
half-hour weekly show on WOR, N.| ‘“” 
radio show 


| Program idea, sponsor and prospect- | Virgin 


Y.. for Borden’s Milk, which will! 
feature a guestar each stanza. 
Program, which will be built) 


around a 
bows in 


“nostalgic New York” idea, | 
March 6 in the 7:30-8 p.m. | 


' slot. 


work to move out of RCA Bldg. 
two years after the war is over, an| 
ultra-modern building with every 


radio and television facility 
a future possibility. 


is rated | 
There is even! 


a chance that a theatre might be in-| 


corporated in the structure. Whether 
or not it would be known as the 
Noble building is not definitely de- 
termined, but this seems logical in 
view of the Blue owner's interests 
in United Drug Co., Lifesavers and 
the radio business. Fact that Time, 
Inc., and others have a stake in the 
Blue and the presence of other firms 
in the building may result in another 
taz, some even envisioning the name 
of Radio-Television Center. 
Building Boom 

With this one vast building seem- 
ingly assured, other structures are 
expected to mushroom up in the 
neighborhood. Sixth Ave. is regard- 
ed as one of the centrally situated 


| roll 
| the world’s most 
But Carroll was not sure whether 


main thoroughfares of midtown) 
Manhattan, especially from 44th to 
50th streets, which in many in- 


stances might reasonably be replaced 
by more modern skyscrapers or 
called “tax-saver” structures of 
est design, but lesser height. 

A number of the buildings, in the 
opinion of realty experts, have 
lived their current usefulness 
have been fairly well amortized. In 
supplanting many of these with lat- 
est-type edifices, it is hoped that 
“Avenue of the Americas” would 
spring into actuality rather than be 
known as just another tag-line. 

The Sixth Ave. Assn. has request- 
ed the city to change the name to 
“Avenue of Americas,” Col. C. V. 
Jenkins, president of the 
tion, being asked to take 
effect the change. The association's 


SO- 


lat- 


out- 
and 


associa- | 


steps to) 


plans include making the avenue the | 


location of all Latin-American con- 
Sulates and buildings in which ex- 
port wares of Latin-American na- 
tions would be displayed. 

Besides this phase of 
Americas” development 
show biz angle, there is 


“Avenue of 
and the 
now 


talk | 


of a huge civic auditorium capable. 


Oi seating 20,000 persons. 
City has needed such an auditorium 
fui the last eight years, and 
feel the need even nore after 


New York! 


will) 
the | 


war in attempting to attract national | 


conventions to Manhattan. 


Did Earl Carroll 


Produce’ Par’s Pic? 
Ear! Carroll, 
that his showgirls are 
beautiful in the world,” 


“the 
contradicted 


volve the girls on Tuesday (8) in his 
$300,000 damage suit against Para- 
mount Pictures, before Judge John 
C. Knox in N. Y. federal court. 
still claims that his 
beautiful. 
he wanted to be credited as produc- 
er in the film,” 
roll’s.’ He thought the girls were 
O. K., but the quality of the picture 
was poor and inferior to the musical 
plays produced by him. 
Attorneys for both 
Paramount rested after 
trial. Carroll, under cross-examina- 
tion the last day by Louis Nizer, 
Paramount attorney, admitted that 
he had written in pencil on the main 
billing asking for 


Carroll 


title 
credit 

Carroll, the only one who testified 
both days, had denied that he had 
requested producer's credit, but re- 
tracted his testimony when Nizei 
produced the pencil writings. 

The suit is based on the unlawful 
use of Carroll’s name as producer of 
the film, produced by Paramount in 
1940. and for breach of contract 
when he was allegedly refused su- 
pervision of the film and approval 
of writers, directors and principal 
artists. The picture, Carroll alleges, 
was completed without his supervi- 
sion and announced as “produced” 
by him. 

On Monday 
trial, under 
Nizer 
he contended that he was not the 
producer, he had approved some of 
the writers, the director 
director, Eddie Prinz. 


(7), at the start of the 
cross-examination by 


Mickey Rooney Set 
For Sponsored Air 


Morse International is endeavoring | Hope's 


4 


ive air 


clear 


Show But M-G Balks. 


the way for commercial | 


starring Mickey Rooney. 


_ time already lined up, but | 


ladv ersity of M-G to permit their star | 
|to go on a regularly sponsored show | 


is holding up the 


However, 


to be 


| more 


| cluding Walter Pidgeon, Ronald cole| 
and others, 
in commercial shows. 
;expected from Coast shortly. 
himself on a point that did not in-| 


‘MAJOR ARTHUR LOEW 


Car-| 


girls are | 


who once claimed; 
most | 


A Night at Earl Car-| ; 


and | 
two days of, 


producer's | 


a VISIit 


. Carroll admitted that although | 


and dance: 


Federal Judge Knox adiourned the: 


trial until today (Wednesday), when 
he will hear arguments on Para- 
mount’s motion for dismissal of the 


| complaint. 


man, 


Major Arthur Loew, away from 
oew’'s, Inc., as head of the foreign 
department while serving the colors, 


connec 


‘Boo Boy’ 
GI's; 


The 
post 


and 


nevertheless, 
boxoffice 

With 
situation. 
“oohs,” 


optimistic this time, 
and 


s 


motion pictures where 


theair 


booing 


jJeal. 
Morse execs understood | 
what w ith | 


more top film stars, in- 


now being featured 


MAY GO OVERSEAS 


rted as likely to go overseas 
ly on a special mission. He wa 
York last week conferring 
former associates from Astoria, 
ere he supervises all Army- ! 


trans- 


nto foreign languages is nec- 


Spring. acting manager of 

foreign department while 
has temporarily severed all 
tion, now is on the Coast on 
to the studios. 


Sinatra With 
‘Oohs’ W ith WACS 


Washington, Feb. 8 
title for Frank Sinatra in 
the Army camps—the “I 
have been packi: the 
Sinatva’s film, 
their heads of. But, 
they come, so that the 
is not hurt at all. 
the WACs it is a diffe 
The swoon crooner 
not “boos.” 


es for new 


‘rent 
gets 


BUSHMAN AS BARUCH 


Francis X. Bushman, star of 
long 
the camera 


and 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

silents 
time retired. before 
again in 


goes 


20th-Fox. 


He'll 


do part of Bernard Baruch. 


Final decision | 


“Wilson,” at 


BOB HOPE B’CASTS 


OFFSHORE NIXED 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

| War Dept. has turned down Bob 
request to broadcast from 
| military bases outside this country. 
| Hope had planned to air his program | 
| from Cuba, Puerto Rico, Haiti, the | 
Islands, Trinidad and 
Canal Zone. 

Revised setup calls for comedian 
| to do his stuff from southern camps, 
with personal appearances between 
broadcasts at those — 


‘Blossom Time’ Phenom 


| 
| 


Biggest road cleanup this season 
|} appears to be the number two com- 
pany of “Blossom Time,” known to 
| have netted more coin 
| than any road show except 
| O°’ Fun” and “Oklahoma” 
Chicago). Another 
| ine musical is 
| currently 


“Porgy aid 
repeating in New 
the City Center 

“Time” has been playing 
nighters which rarely see stage 
shows, and bookings are referred to 
as “jungle” territory. Getting grosses 
over $4,000 in performances given 
in auditoriums is no trick at all, and 
$17.000 weeks are not infrequent. 
For the week ending Jan. 29 
was $19,000. Gross has topped that 
figure and recently the combined 
profit of the two “Time” companies 


bess, 


one- 


gross 


was around $20,000. 

“Time” has no names and, in for- 
mer seasons, Broadway - snickered 
| when the Shuberts annually took 


; the show out of the storehouse and 


sent it to the sticks. Oldie operetta 
invariably came in with a profit but 
nothing like the earnings it is reap- 


ing now. 
One 


hungry 


incident indicative of show- 


communities is the reputed 


“Time” played Allen- 


where it was seen oO 


fact that when 
town, Pa., 
previously, 


Iten 
was sold out days 
in advance of performance and clas- 
sified ads appeared in the daily by 
would-be patrons seeking tickets. 
| That is alleged not to have been a 
press agent’s trick. Some stands 
played reputedly haven't 
legiter for around 30 years. 


house 


Jolson to Hollywood 


Al Jolson left for the Coast Mon- 
day (7) to visit his son, Al., Jr., be- 
fore he starts at Columbia Pictures. 

There he will produce 
| Boy,” 
{Sidney Skolsky 


story. 


Tourist Despite Yrs. of It 


“Sons | 
(both in} 
notably big tour- | 


the | 


recently | 


York at! 


had 


| 


“Minstrel | 
his autobiog filmusical, from | 


| 
1} 
| 
| 


Propose Plan To 
Screen Yarns As 
They're Written 


solution by film com- 
pany toppers of the tempest raging 
among writers concerning alleged 
discrepancies in their stories which 
eventually reach the screen is the 
formation of teams comprising pro- 
ducer, director and writer, to iran 
out details before cameras start roli- 
ing. 


Proposed 


Execs are definitely worried by the 
surge of adverse criticism being di- 
rected at them by such well- know n 


authors as John Steinbeck. Lillian 
Hellman and Arch Oboler, and 
others, who claim that the stories 


the latter concocted for filming were 
not the same as the finished product. 
Film company toppers have 
reached the point where they re- 
alize that the big money paid these 
authors is of primary concern no 
longer, since a refusal by topflight 
writers to work for films would re- 
sult in shortage of story material. 
This shortage exists today, according 
(Continued on page 12) . 


Helen Forrest Out 
At State, Hartford, 
After Cugat Kicks 


Hartford, Feb. 8. 

Helen Forrest has been withdrawn 
from a booking at the State theatre 
here because of Xavier Cugat’s de- 
mand that no singing acts of Miss 
Forrest's stature work on the same 
bill with Lina Romay. vocalist with 
his band. Miss Forrest had been 
contracted first for the Feb. 18-20 
date at $2,500 and State's operators, 
the Harris brothers, were at first 
inclined to argue the point, but since 
Cugat had to be used on the stipu- 
lated date or not until much later, 
and Miss Forrest was willing to de- 
fer, situation resolved itself. 

Cugat,- it’s understood, became 
| available when his scheduled open- 
|ing at ihe N. Y. Paramount theatre 
was deferred from next Wednesday 
(16) until the following week (23). 


BILL HUNT MANAGER OF 
‘VARIETY’S’ CHI OFFICE 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Bill Hunt, Chicago newspaper- 
man, has been appointed manager of 
the Chicago office of “Variety,” 
which has moved to its new location 
at 360 North Michigan avenue 

Hal Halperin, “Variety’s” western 
general manager, will continue to 


|act in a supervisory capacity. 
— 
| 
| 
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Film Biz Sets Pattern for World 
War Il Financing; Skouras Hailed 


More than 1,200 film industry reps? 


turned out for the _ testimonial 
luncheon to Charles P. Skouras, na- 
tional chairman of the motion pic- 
ture industry’s Fourth War Loan 
drive, at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, 
New York, last Monday (7). Theatre 
Owners of New York and New 
Jersey were official hosts, and ad- 
mission was by purchase of war 
bonds in addition to the cost of 
tickets. 

With Harry’ Brandt presiding, 
speakers included Skouras, Ned E. 
Depinet, Ted R. Gamble, national 
director of the War Finance Divi- 
sion; Si Fabian, Edward L. Alperson, 
B. V. Sturdivant and Frank H. Rick- 
etson, Jr. 

Gamble, stating that he was speak- 
ing on behalf of the U. S. Treasury, 
said that he knew of no industry 
that has done a better job in selling 
bonds. He added that the Treasury 
was grateful for the job which the 
motion picture industry had done 
and paid tribute to Skouras for his 
energetic handling of the campaign. 

Gamble stated that up to last Mon- 
day (7) over $11,000,000,000 in bonds 
had been sold during the current 
campaign. He noted that the film 
business had helped fashion the pat- 
tern of financing for this war. 

Souras reported that the industry 
had sold about 5,000,000 war bonds 
since the beginning of the Fourth 
War Loan up to Feb. 1 and that this 
represented less than 50% of the 
goal of a bond for every one of 
11,500,000 seats. 

Alperson, New York Metropolitan 
area bond drive chairman, stated 
that too many exhibitors were behind 
in their quotas in this territory and 
asked for redoubled efforts to attain 
the objective. He pointed out that 
while some theatres had doubled 
their allotted quotas others had sold 
less than 50% of the quotas. 

Following the luncheon Skouras 
was presented with an engraved 
silver tray while B. V. Sturviant and 
Frank H. “Rick” Ricketson, Jr., two 
of his aides in the drive, were given 
engraved cigaret cases. 

Skouras, last week pointed out that 
more than 175,000 employees of the 
trade have enlisted in the drive to 
sell a bond for every seat in every 
theatre in the U. S. Skouras also re- 


ported to Ted Gamble, chairman of 
the War Finance Division of the 
U. S. Treasury, that in order to spur 
the drive in his own circuit he had 
personally purchased 600 “E” bonds, 
(Continued on page 21) 


$4,000,000 IN DIMES 
OR $380 PER THEATRE 


Approximately $536,000 has been 
reported to national headquarters of 
the 1944 March of Dimes committee 
by 1,412 theatres representing a 
cross section of the cdéuntry. 

This average of $380 per theatre 
is an indication that the anticipated 
$4,000,000 will be reached. 

This sum is $1,000,000 in excess of 
the goal set by National Chairman 
Nicholas M. Schenck. 

Trans-Lux theatre circuit, New 
York, collected $11,707 for the March 
of Dimes campaign. Chain includes 
seven houses, 


Double in Philly 
Philadeiphia, Feb. 8. 
This year’s take for the March of 


_ Dimes will almost double that col- 


lected in theatres last year, accord- 
ing to Samuel D. Schwartz, co-chair- 
man of the Philly theatre division 
of the infantile paralysis campaign. 


WAR BOND MOCK TRIAL 
MAKES P. 1 IN BOSTON 


Boston, Feb. 8. 
Spectacular Fourth War Bond 


‘Cash’ for Bonds 


Two “cash” customers showed 
up at the RKO Coliseum and 
Fordham in New York last week. 

One of the patrons reportedly 
brought along a bundle of $16,- 
000 in bills which he converted 
into bonds at the Coliseum the- 
atre bond booth, getting a pro- 
portionate number of votes for 
the RKO Baby Beauty Bond 
Contest. 

The other, it is reported, 
turned $13,000 in bills into war 
bonds at the Fordham theatre. 


stunt was staged here in the federal 


accused of atrocities was held. Reg- 
ular federal judges were on the} 
bench and the jury consisted of 100 
well know citizens each of whom 
bought a $10,000 bond, the total 
reaching $1,000,000. Story was page 
one in the local papers. 

Idea is credited to Ted Baldwin, 
publicist for the film, “None Shall 
Escape” (Col). 


Charlie King’s Death 
Inspires New Tribute 
To Show Biz in War 


APO, New York, Feb. 1. 
Editor, “Variety”: 

We noticed in the January 12th 
issue of “Variety,” the story of 
Charles King’s passing in London, 
due to pneumonia contracted while 
on his way to entertain servicemen 
abroad. It was with deep personal 
regret we read the item. 

We last saw Charlie King last No- 
vember. Despite the fact he was 
suffering from a cold then, he went 
“on with the show” in true trouper 
style. 

King could have chosen, with- 
out criticism, to discontinue his 
USO tour. Instead, despite his 
susceptibility to “colds,” he wished 
to entertain G.I.s abroad. As much 
as the boys in Sicily and the Solo- 
mons, in Tarawa’ and North Africa, 


court, when a mock trial of Trade Press As 


Spur to War Bond 
Selling By Exhibs 


With Charles P. Skouras, national 
chairman of industry’s 
Fourth War Loan drive, last week 
announcing that all indications are 
for a greater sale of “E” bonds than 
in any previous industry bond drive, 
results of the film trade’s concen- 
trated efforts are becoming mani- 
fest. 

Skouras, in analyzing the plan of 
campaign, early decided that his 
most important aides in selling 
bonds ~would be theatre managers 
and other personnel in the exhibi- 
tion field. While not minimizing the 
value of campaign workers from the 
production, distribution and talent 
branches of the trade Skouras felt 
that the strongest emphasis was to 
be placed upon cooperation from 
exhibition. 

Skouras figured, also, that the 
backbone of any such drive to re- 
cruit the support of theatre opera- 
tors and their staffs in the bond 
drive, was through the trade press 
since this was the best and virtually 


the “Broadway Melody” man died 
a hero’s death. 
In paying tribute to King, we) 
wish to pay tribute to all the show- 
people who risk more than per- 
sonal discomfort to bring enter- 
tainment to soldiers overseas. AS 
“Variety” so aptly put it, they are 
truly “Soldiers in Greasepaint.” 
Joseph J. Marshall, 
2nd Lt., Air Corps, 
Special Service Officer. 


200 Bond Preems Set 
In Minneapolis Theatres: 


Minneapolis, Feb. 8. 

Here to check on the film in- 
dustry’s participation in the Fourth 
War Loan drive, Johnny Harris of 
Pittsburgh declared this territory 
probably will lead the nation in war 
bond premieres and that organiza- 
tion for the campaign has set a new 
high. 

Harris was informed by John J. 
Friedl, chairman of the War Ac- 


war bond premieres have been set 
by the territory’s theatres as com- 
pared to a total of 46 in the last bond 
drive. The total may reach 300, 
Friedl believes. 

Much praise was given by Friedl 
to the work done here by Dennis 
Morgan and Arline Judge, sent here 
from Hollywood. During their two 
weeks here, he said, screen 


tually sold thousands of dollars of 


securities and made a highly favor- 
able impression everywhere. He paid 
a tribute to the publicity work of 
Norman Pyle of M-G-M in connec- 
tion with the stars’ visit. 


Only complete figures reported 
thus far are from Stanley-Warner 
theatres which reported collections 
of $115,526 this year, compared with 
a total of $64,331 taken in i943. 

The Al Boyd theatres in Allen- 
town, Bethlehem, Easton, Chester 
and Lancaster collected $5,379. 

Reports from indies are coming 
in and a grand total collected is 
expected to be announced by the 
end of this week. 

Scattered returns showed the Wil- 
liam, Goldman theatres, including 
the midtown Keith’s and Karlton 
with collections of more than $6,000. 
The indie-operated Arcadia, also a 
central city operation, reported do- 
nations of $1,290. 


LIPTON’S INDUCTION PARTY 


David A. Lipton, Columbia Pic- 
tures ad-publicity chief, soon to be 
inducted into the Army, was hosted 
by 40 members of h.o. staff Monday 
(7) noon at the Hickory House. 

Lipton was given watch and scroll 
by co-workers. 


that “the motion picture industry has 
made a tremendous contribution in 
bond sales and arousing enthusiasm 
by the appearance of Morgan and 
Miss Judge.” 


Deber’s New Berth 


George Deber, has been named 


the USO-Camp Shows, Inc. Victory 
Circuit succeeding Dave Schooler, 
who moved up to general manager of 
production. 

Deber formerly was assistant to 
Schooler. 


H’WOOD’S POLIO POOL 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Film studio drive,for the 1944 In- 
fantile Paralysis Fund winds up this 
week with $33,535 collected thus far. 
Fred S. Meyer, chairman of the 
industry committee, indicates large 
additions for the third and last week 


of the drive. 


tivities committee, that to date 201 | 


stars | 
made hundredseof appearances, ac- | 


bonds, induced the purchase of the | 


O. J. Arnold, state chairman of the | 
| War Finance committee, told Friedl | 


production and booking manager of | 


only medium for reaching theatre 
men. 

In no previous bond campaign has 
the support of motion picture trade 
papers been as strong or as complete 
as during this Fourth War Loan 
drive. 

Last week at a luncheon at the 21 
Club, New York, Skouras hosted ad- 
vertising and publicity directors of 
all distributing companies and Na- 
tional Screen Service who helped in 
preparing ad copy for the special 
Fourth War Loan editions of the 
trade papers. 

Among those attending were Si 
Seadler, Arthur DeBra, Harry Gold- 
berg, Robert Gillham, Alex Moss, 
Hank Linet, Frank P. Rosenberg, 
Stanley Shuford, Hal Horne, Charles 
Schlaifer, S. Barret McCormick, 
Ernest Emmerling, Gilbert Golden, 
John Krimsky, Lou Pollock, Lou 
Gaudreay, Howard Schlitt, Charles 
Reed Jones, Don Velde, Lee Abrams, 
Glenn Allvine, Seymour  Peiser, 
Andy Krappman, Sam Shain, Morris 
Kinzler, Bernie Hynes, Frank H. 
Ricketson, Jr., B. V. Sturdivant, 
Robert Selig, Earl Wingart. 


_Loew’s Ohio, Columbus, 
Sells 120Gs in Bonds 


Columbus, Ohio, Feb. 8. 


miere last Wednesday 
Guy Named Joe” 
| which seats 3,000. Former organist, 
Cpl. Roger Garrett of the U. S. 
| Marines, made appearance, playing 
|; a medley of old favorites for his 
welcoming audience. 


(2) of 
in Loew's Ohio, 


Schlanger Kudosed 


Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 


| local film exee was published in 
Philadelphia Daily News on Sat. (5) 
anent Ted Schlanger, zone chief for 
the Stanley-Warner circuit. 

Signed by Lee Ellmaker, publisher 
of the News, the editorial praised 
Schlanger for his “unsung and un- 
ballyhooed achievements” in connec- 
; tion with the current War Loan 
drive and recent March of Dimes 
campaign. 

“We doff our hats to Ted Schlan- 
ger,” wrote Ellmaker, 


CO-CHARWOMAN 


Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 

With help hard to get, Mrs. Meyer 
Davis has eliminated the “i” in her 
title of co-chairwoman of the enter- 
tainment committee of the Stage 
Door Canteen, 

Doing most of the cleaning at the 
servicemen’s rendezvous here, the 
wife of the noted band maestro and 
theatrical producer calls herself 
‘‘charwoman.” 


Capacity audience that purchased | 
$120,000 in bonds attended the pre-| 
“A| 


Unprecedented printed kudos for a| 


Honored Bondsmen of the Day 


(Cross section of industry reps throughout the country whe are aid- 
ing in the Fourth War Loan campaign). 


William H. Freeman, Bardavon 
theatre, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Brought 
down the West Point band for special 
stage rally. 

Mrs. Jane Smith, Olympic, Utica, 
N. Y¥. Arranged school children 
stamp-day with a $1,000,000 bond 
baby idea. 

F. S. Falkenburg, Alabama, Birm- 
ingham, Ala. Stage show provided 
by local Army camp and air cadets. 

Andy Cowan, Town, Great Falls, 
Mont. Contacted workers at indus- 
trial plants. Nightly auctions. 

L. McVeigh, Manhasset, Manhasset, 
L. I. Organized a minute-man cam- 
paign, also giving bond prizes to best 
bond seller among high school pupils. 

John Tayler, Chief, Pocatello, Ida. 
Running two bond preems. 

Bert Milano, Strand, Helper, Utah. 
Auction stunts proving very effective 

Fred D. McMillan, Silver, Silver 
Spring, Md. Brought local war 
heroes into theatre for auction of 
captured Jap war material. 

Luther Strong, Fox, La Junta, 
Colo. Street parades and band con- 
certs. 

Frank K. Eldridge, Capitol, Con- 
cord, N. H. Tied in with fraternal 
clubs and organizations. War heroes 
appearance. 

F. L. Williams, Athena, Athens, 
O. War wives and cadets from Ohio 
University drafted for bond booths. 

Don W. Loftus, Strand, Fort Dodge, 


Ia. Tied in with retailers’ campaign, 

Ted Jones, Yucca, Roswell, N. M., 
Civie clubs and all local organiza. 
tions recruited in canvassing cam. 
paign. 

Burgess Lee Walimon, Princess, 
Columbus, Miss. Merchants meeting 
at theatre with entire store staffs at- 
tending. Staged rallies and radio 
tieups. 

George H. McQuinn, State, Falls 
Church, Va. Prizes being offered to 
ushers and usherettes for best bond 
sales showings to sales made away 
from theatre. 

Lawrence B. Libby, State, Water- 
ville, Me. Daily newspaper contest 
and other ballyhoo, 

‘Joe Edmondson, Carolina, Colum- 
bia, S. C, Tied in with Rotary, en- 
listing 150 members as bond sales- 
men. Runs a victory golf contest. 

Paul Cornwall, Rialto, Clinton, 
Okla. Using Jr. Chamber of Com- 
merce to stimulate bond sales. 

Walton B. Harman, Darlton, 
tucket, R. I. Contacted schools for 
aid and enlisted staffs of local stores 
to sell bonds with the theatre as 
issuing agent. 

A. T. Lehmann, Siate, Middletown, 
N. Y. Factories and churches tied 
in with the drive. 

Foreman A. Rogers, Macon, Tus- 
kegee, Ala. Making personal ap- 
pearances to sell bonds after every 

(Continued on page 21) 


M-G’s $2,300,500 Tops 
Bond Sales in Studios 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Metro stepped into the lead in 
the. Fourth War Loan Drive con- 
ducted by the Hollywood Motion 
Picture War Finance Committee 
with a total of $2,300,500 in 
purchases up to the-end of last 
week. Four other major studios, 
Warners, 20th-Fox and Universal, 
are well beyond the million-and-a- 
quarter mark, with eight more days 
to boost their totals. 

Meanwhile bond sales in 637 
Southern California theatres have 
passed $9,000,000, with several spe- 
cial bond premieres still to come. 
Dave Bershon, chairman of the the- 
atre committee declared the figures 


represent more than 78,000 individ- | 


ual sales in circuit and indie houses. 


‘No Discrimination’ Bill 
Has Bearing on Show Biz 


Albany, Feb. 8. 


bond | 


| 


| 


MARCH CUES WB INTO 
7 MORE PIX FOR GI’S 


Impressed by the _ information 
brought back by Fredric March, fol- 
lowing his recent USO tour overseas 
that the boys in the Mediterranean 
area got an extremely big kick out 
of seeing pictures in that theatre of 
war before they were shown in this 
country, Warner Bros. is continuing 
to ship more of its new features 
abroad for the servicemen prior to 
their release or showing on this side. 


March, explaining that when he 
was on the USO tour, found that the 
two big pictures which the boys in 
khaki got an outstanding thrill out 
of were “Stage Door Canteen” and 
“Arsenic and Old Lace.” One of the 
reasons for the big kick registered 
was that the servicemen knew they 
were seeing the films first. 

As result, Warners is rushing “‘Ad- 
ventures of Mark Twain” (in which 
March appears) abroad, and plans 


| folowing this up with six other new 


pictures. 


Senator William Congdon’s new Gov. Dewey Pays Tribute 
bill creating a state board of fair To Camp Show Troupers 


employment practice would affect 


Official tribute to USO-Camp Show 


show business in provisions declar-| Inc. performers was given by Gov. 
ing employees of equal ability, who | Thomas E. Dewey at the USO’s third 
are citizens, shall have equal op-|#™"!versary luncheon Friday (4) at 


portunity to “seek, obtain and hold 


the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria. 


Dewey said: “Entertainers for 


gainful employment without dis-| USO-Camp Shows have dodged Nazi 
crimination on account of race, color | bombs in Africa, Sicily and Italy, and 


or religion.” This is to be a civil 
right. 


No employee could be discharged 


have taken their chances through 
Jap air raids in the Solomons and 


New Guinea. They have brought 


ar aie reacnn nr. 
for such reason or penalized as to| cheer and the knowledge of the love 


tenure, promotion or 


increase in| 


and affection of the people at home 


wages; and no inquiry as to race,!to Americans on the seven seas and 
color, religion or ancestry could be! on every continent on earth.” 


made a condition of employment. 
“Radio Broadcast” is included in 
the language of the clause which 
states “no advertisement, announce- 
ment or statement may be made 
which contains any assertion or rep- 


resentation calculated to  discrim- 
inate against any employee, solely 
because of race, color or religion.” 


Board, after hearing, could order an 
employee reinstated and given back 
pay if found discriminated against. 


> ¢ ? 

Schaefer’s ‘Outpost 
“Outpost Unknown,” taken over 
by George J. Schaefer, former presi- 
dent of RKO, will be ready for 
screening within 10 days, but prior 
to showing of the film to distribut- 
ing companies and buyers, no re- 

lease plans are being discussed. 
Film is a compilation of material 
shot by Armand Denis and Mrs. 
Denis on trips they made into the 
interior of Africa, India, Ceylon and 
Burma. They produced “Goona 


Goona” and “Dark Rapture.” For- 
mer was distributed by First Divi- 
sion, latter by Universal. 

Schaefer, who is chairman of the 
War Activities Committee. has taken 
an office of his own in the Para- 
mount building, N. Y. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


Joan Bennett. 
Larry Berns. 
Albert Coates. 
Tom Connors. 
Leon Framkess. 
Zac Freedman. 
Kurt Frings. 
Barrington Gain. 
Hal Horne. 

W. Ray Johnston. 
Geraldine Mavor. 
Lewis Milestone. 
Jake Milstein. 
Mikail Rasumny. 
David E. Rose. 
William Saal. 
James Saphier. 
William A. Scully. 
Joseph H. Seidelman. 
Buck Singer. 
Spyros Skouras, 
H. Allen Smith. 
Walter Wanger. 
Roy Winkler. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Ear] Carroll. 

Louis Cohen. 

Y. Frank Freeman, 
Sheilah Graham. 
Al Jolson. 
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Kelly Leaving U. A. 
Consider Wider Scope for Sears 


W. Kelly, United Artists 


Arthur 
v.p. who recently relinquished su-! 
pervision of foreign sales for UA, 
has resigned as an officer of UA.! 
Kelly returned to New York from) 
England last week. It has been re-| 
ported that Kelly may join J. Arthur, 
Rank as the latter’s U. S. rep. Rank, | 
from accounts, is planning to set up| 
a distribution organization here to 
handle British films. 

Meanwhile, UA owner-members 
are reported considering proposals 
discussed by the UA board of direc- | 
tors whereby Grad Sears, v.p. in) 
charge of domestic distribution, | 
would also assume supervision of) 
foreign sales. | 

Board of directors is now super-. 
vising United Artists foreign sales, | 
with Walter Gould, foreign manager | 
for the company since 1940, report-| 
ing directly to the board instead of | 
to Kelly. | 

Appointment of Sears to the addi-| 

tional foreign post would have to be} 
approved unanimously by all UA| 
owner-members, under the corpora- | 
tion bylaws governing any impor-) 
tant changes, and the owners are 
mulling the plan, from accounts. 
. Proposed change, which would re- 
sult in added duties for Sears and 
Carl Leserman, general sales man- 
ager, entails no shifting of the cur- 
rent officers or directors of UA. 

Ed Raftery continues as UA prexy. 
the company last week officially 
denying rumors printd@d e Sewhete 
that he had resigned or was plan-! 
ning to resign this post. George 
Bagnall remains v.p. in charge of 
production. Board of directors has 
been composed of Raftery, Sears, 
Bagnall and Kelly. Kelly continues 
as a UA director. 


British Prod. Costs 
More Than Doubled 


Soskin Emphasizes 


Paul Soskin, British producer who 
left New York for Hollywood yester- 
day (Tuesday), stated last weék that 
the war had created a new, revital- 
ized film industry in Britain. He said 
that many of the top pictures, for- 
merly costing $400,000 now . cost 
$1,000,000 to produce. 

With only around 5,000 theatres in 
England British producers must seek 
world markets to recover the high 
negative cost, Soskin pointed out. 

Producer said that he has been 
talking to David O. Selznick about a 
deal for a leading lady tor “Signed 
With: Their Honour,” for which he 
will shoot backgrounds on the Coast. 
Soskin said that he would also try to 
hire an American director. 

Gabriel Pascal, William Powell 
and J. Arthur Rank are associated 
with Soskin in the newly formed In- 
dependent Productions, Ltd. Soskin 
Noel Coward may join the 
group. 


Said 


COMPLETE EDITING OF 
ARMY’S TUNISIAN FILM 


Hollywood, Feb. 8 

Col. Frank Capra and Lieut. Col 
Hugh Stewart of the British Arn 
wound up their editing job on 
“Tunisian Victory,” 
Africa, and sent the first print to 
Washington for official okay. 

During the filming, under actual 
battle conditions, four 
were killed, four wounded 
decorated for vaior. Explaining the 
production difficulties, Col. Stewart 
declared: “You can't tell a Nazi tank 
to back up for a retake.” Picture. 
running 75 minutes, was finished at 
the old Fox studio on Western 
avenue. 


shot in 


cameramen 
and two 


Cinecolor Reorg Okayed 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 

U. S. district court approved the 
plan of reorganization for Cinecolor, 
Inc., with Feb. 29 as the final date 
for acceptance by the stockholders. 

New company will assume old 
obligations, to be covered by the 
sale of $73,013 in five-year deben- 
tures, 


newspapers 
_hypoed business throughout the 
'for at least three pictures currently 


, which had been faring badly, staged 


, more bonds were sold last week than 


as Owners 


50 Years of Pix 


Public relations committee 
(eastern division) of the motion 
picture industry at the usual 
Thursday meeting last week de- 
cided to prepare an elaborate 
pressbook this year on the film 
business’ 50th anniversary of 
first exhibition of a screen pro- 
duction. 

The pressbook would point up 
institutional angles that would 
enable exhibs in all sections of 
the U. S. to cash in on the an- 
niversary. - Planned to make the 
book available to all exhibitors. 


Jap Atrocities 


Hypo 3 At B.O. 


Jap atrocity stories breaking in 
and newsreels has 


in release. 
“Jack London,” Sam Bronston pro- 
duction released via United Artists, 


a comeback following a complete re- 
vamp of the national advertising- 
exploitation campaign on the film 
with stress on its Japanese back- 
ground, 


“Gung Ho,” which had been strong | 
previously, gained additional im- 
petus following the Jap atrocity rev- 
elations. At the Criterion theatre, 
N. Y., where “Gung Ho” is current, 


at any other Broadway theatre, from | 
reports, 

Added business is also reported for 
“Behind the Rising Sun” (RKO). 


Newsreels Too Gruesome? 
Detroit, Feb. 8. 
atrocity shots were 
banned from all newsreels here by 
Lieut. Charles W. Snyder, police 
censor, on the basis that they were 
(Continued on page 55) 


PLACE RESIGNS 20TH, 


Japanese 


BACK TO CHASE BANK 


Hermann G. Place resigned as, 
chairman of the executive committee 
and director of 20th-Fox last week, 
and returns to Chase National as 
vice-president, spot he formerly) 
held at that bank. He left Chase to 
become executive committee chaif- 
man at 20th in June, 1941, apparently 
at the bank’s instigation because 
wanting more full representation in 
the film company management. 

Place had been a director of 20th- 
Fox since 1933 and always was ac- 
tive in company affairs. In trade 
circles, it was believed that lace 
would leave as soon as Chase Na- 
tional disposed of its extensive hold- 
ings in 20th-Fox and its big interest 
n National Theatres, but resignation 
did not come until last week. 


‘Doc Wassell’ to Be Shown | 
In Britain Before U.S.A. 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Cecil B. DeMille’s Paramount pic- 
ture, “The Story of Dr. Wassell,” will 
in the British Isles before 

general release in this 
country. Picture is expected to draw 
heavy grosses over there because of 
the close industrial connection be- 
tween England and Holland in the 
Dutch East Indies. 

Arrangements for early showing of 
the film overseas were made by 
David Rose, Paramount's British 
representative, during his recent | 
stay in Hollywood. 


FAMILY REUNIONS 

Mrs. Charles P. Skouras and| 
Charles P. Skouras, Jr., arrived in| 
New York last Thursday (3) from, 
the Coast. | 
Another arrival was Mrs. Frank} 


be shown 


reaches 


“Rick” Ricketson, 


PIX FRANCHISE MOVE 


HAL APPACE Tt ‘Strongly Opposing Big Five Decree 


Major companies reportedly tan- 
gled over proposals which have been 
under consideration for some time 
for the elimination of film franchises. 

Understood that RKO and Loew’s 
were the distributor chains mainly 
involved in the controversy, which 
also included others. As a result of 
objections from RKO representatives 
no action has been taken. from ac- 
counts, looking to the ending of the} 
current franchise system, which 
would have thrown large blocks of 
product on the market for wide open 
bidding. 

RKO circuit has had 20th-Fox, 
Warners and some Universal product | 
in addition to the RKO output. 
Loew’s on the other hand, gets Met- 
ro, Paramount, Columbia. most UA 
and some Universal product. 

Elimination of franchises would 
likely result in livelier bidding for 
20th-Fox, WB and other product | 
available following the expiration 
of current contracts. 

Termination. of the franchise sys- 
tem would, of course, affect condi- 
tions in numerous situations 
throughout the country, aside from 
the New York territory where the} 
RKO-Loew bidding would be most! 
spirited. Reported that 20th-Fox 
toppers, among others, were in 
favor of the plan, since it seemingly 


Proposals, Indies 


ther Features; 


Query Some Run, 
Booking Combos? 


pointed to higher revenues. 

RKO, faced with Loew theatre op- 
position,. particularly in the New 
York metropolitan area, objected to} 
the new plans anent franchises, 

Understood that discussions among | 
consent company reps were held | 
with object of including a proposal | 
for the elimination of tranchises in| 
the new consent decree draft. 


SAG Claims Ist 
Blood Over WB 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Screen Actors Guild is claiming 
a legal victory in the “Hollywood 
Canteen” controversy, following fil- 
ing by Warner Bros, of an amended 
complaint in ‘court action against 
the Guild in which no reference was 
made to a renewal of damage claim 
for $500,000. Studio, however, has 
announced that it is not waving 
any right it may have to damage suit. 


SAG has 10 days to demur or 
answer the amended = complaint, 
which is based on Guild’s action in | 


causing 
“Can- 
pro- 


appear- | 


invoking Rule 33, thereby 
suspension of production on 
teen.” Controversial ruling 
hibits Guild members from 
ing in any picture without compen- 
sation, or for pay substantially be-! 
low their normal wage scale. 

Shooting on “Hollywood Canteen” | 
was halted after it had been before | 
the cameras for six weeks. 


CAL. KEEPING TABS ON 
INDIE PROD. UNITS 


Hollywood, Fi 


Closer 


tab on filn ompal op- 
erating separate corporations 
production of independent picture 
is being kept by State Unemploy- 
ment Department auditors, follow- 
ing failure of Sam Goldwyn’s Cres- 
cent Production, Inc., to file a ta 
report on extras in “North Star,” 
Day players contended their mini- 
mum unemployment insurance 


would be diminished by many hun-} 


| dreds of dollars through failure by 


the state to collect tax. 
Situation later was straightened | 
out and tax was paid by Goldwyn. 


Fox Execs Back 
Spyros Skouras, Tom Connors, W.} 
J. Kupper and Hal Horne, 20th-Fox) 
execs, returned to N. Y. yesterday | 
(8) from a week of Coast huddles on 
product and distrib plans. 

Jules Fields, of Fox's exploitation | 
dept., also returned from a Chicago 
session on ballyhoo plans tor “Song , 
of Bernadette.” 


| recent 


It Makes a Diff 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Metro is cashing in on Helen 
Forrest's rise to prominence by 
billing her as one of the stars in 
“Two Sisters and a Sailor.” 

When she played in the pic- 
ture, at one-tenth of her current 
salary, she was a member of the 
supporting cast. 


oe Unger's Exec 


Sales Spot at UA 


Joe Unger, formerly eastern divi- 
sion sales manager for Paramount, 
is joining United Artists this week 
in an important executive sales post. 
Specific title and duties will be an- 
nounced in the near future. 

No other changes in UA division 
or district sales posts are contem- 
plated, it is understood, for the 
time being. 

Unger was reported holding dis- 
cussions with Carl Leserman, UA 
general sales manager, several 
months ago. 


Rank’s Envoy Gets 
Turndown on GB 
Buy From Schenck 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Barrington Gain, 
Arthur Rank, British film tycoon, is 
on his way home without achieving 
the main object of his recent mis- 
sion to Hollywood. Real purpose 
of the trip was to huddle with 
Joseph M. Schenck in an effort to 


buy the 49°7 of Gaumont British, 
jointly owned by 20th-Fox and 
Metro. 


Unable to arrange a deal with 
Schenck, Gain waited. for the ar- 
rival of Spyros Skouras and- was 
turned down again. Neither Metro 


nor 20th-Fox showed any desire to} 
sell their British interests to Rank. | 


RUSH ‘PURPLE HEART’ 


TO CATCH HEADLINES 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Final editing of “The Purple 
Heart” is getting a rush job at 20th- 
Fox, with the idea of hurrying the 
picture into release to cash in on the 
front page stories of Jap 
atrocities on American prisoners of 
war. Film deals with the treatment 
of the flyers who bombed Tokyo. 
Immediate sales and 
campaigns were mapped out at a 
hurriedly-called conference of studio 
execs, attended by Spyros Skoura 
Joseph M. Schenck, Darryl! Zanuck. 
Tom C. Connors, Herman Wobbe1 
Hal Horne. 


and 


Edelman Returns To 
Warners as Producer 


Hollyw ood, Feb. 8 


Louis Edelman resigned from Co- 
lumbia’s production staff after re- 
ported clashes with the front office, 


and returned to a producer berth at 
Warners which he left four 
ago. 

Before starting his picture making 
chore on the Burbank lot, Edelman 
will tour South America for two 
months in quest of story material. 


Frankie’s New Frolic 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
picked “Manhattan Sere- 
as the title for Frank Sina- 
hitherto name- 


RKO 


nade” 


tra’s current starrer, 
less. 

Picture has been in work for two 
weeks, with Gloria de Haven in the 
top femme role. 


envoy of J.| 


advertising 


+ Chicago. Feb. 8. 


Strong opposition is reported 
brewing among independent exhib- 
itors to many of the proposals made 
by the Big Five and contained in the 
last (Jan. 20) consent decree draft. 
Qualifications of provisions which 
affect the arbitration of designation 
of runs for independents: uncertain- 
ties over the granting of runs when 
new independent theatres are built 
or operated; and the definition of an 
independent exhibitor, in relation to 
eligibility for relief, are among the 


points which concern independents 
mostly. 
The limited number of situations 


affected by the proposed dissolution 
of pools and interlocking ownerships 
and or partnerships, where two or 
more consent companies in- 
volved, do not, from reported ex- 
hibitor viewpoints, hold out too fav- 
orable a portend for easier product 
availability for independents. 

At the same time, under the Big 
Five proposals, independents would 
be required to withdraw from book- 
ing or buying combines if they axe 
to be regarded as independents. In- 
dies, it is reported. would be only 
those operators with less than six 
theatres who are not affiliated via 
stock or other interests with any 
other group of theatres for operating 
or buying purposes. Problematic 
whether those independents cur- 
rently affiliated with booking-buying 
combines or in other groups would 
find it more of an advantage to give 
up such buying affiliations in favor 
of relief under the decree. 

Dissolution of pools and_ selling 
out of interlocking stock interests 
applies only where two or more con- 
sent companies are affiliated in any 
| situation. Thus, most of the major 
|chain affiliaticns would remain in- 
(Continued on page 54) 


‘16th Competish For 


Oscars Steaming Up; 
Windy Speeches Out 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

| Ballots will be mailed next Fri- 
day (11) to some 10,000 persons in 
the film industry who will vote on 
nominations of films and personali- 
ties for 1943 “Oscar” awards in the 
| 16th annual competition of the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Aris and Scie 
ences 


Nominations for the awards were 
made public last Saturday (6). Ten 
films to be voted upon include: 
“Casablanca.” “For Whom the Bell 


page 12) 


PRODUCER DEAL FOR 
ISLIN AUSTER AT U 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Universal 
producer contract, 


(Continued on 


Islin Auste} 
with an associate 
in this week to work under 


return to 


checking 


| supervision of Howard Benedict 
Until recently Auster held a sim- 
lar post at 20th-Fox vhere he 
handled production on the “Guadal- 
canal” picture He worked with the 
Deanna Durbin a Universal 


Durbin at U for Six 
More Yrs., on 13th Pic 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Deanna Durbin inked a new Uni- 
versal contract for six years to fol- 
low her current seven-year pact, 
; soon to expire. 

Starting with ‘Three Smart Girls,” 
the star has made 12 pictures on the 
Universal lot and is working in the 
13th, “Christmas Holiday.” 

Leslie Charteris, author of detece 
tive stories, will do the screenplay of 
his own novel, “Lady on a Train,” 
at Universal. 
| Picture is slated as a starrer for 

Deanna Durbin, Felix Jackson pro- 
| ducing. 
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H'wood Alliance Formed to Combat 


Alien Isms in Pix; Sam Wood Prexy 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. *¥ 


Motion Picture Alliance for the 
Preservation of American Ideals, or- 
ganized to combat Communism, Fas- 
cism and other alien “isms” within 
the film industry, held its first meet- 
ing here, and elected Sam Wood, pro- 
ducer, as its president. Chosen to 
serve with Wood were Walt Disney, 
first v.p.: Cedric Gibbons, 2d v.p.; 
Norman Taurog, 3d v.p.: Louis D. 
Dighton. secretary; Clarence Brown, 
treasurer: George Bruce, executive 
secretary, and James K. McGuinness, 
chairman of the executive committee. 

Meeting was the climax of weeks 
of quiet organization, largely as a re- 
action to the recent Writers’ Con- 
gress, held on the Los Angeles cam- 
pus of the University of California. 
This Congress was denounced in 
some Hollywood circles as being in- 
spired by Communists. New group 
was also spurred by asserted at- 
tempts of many screen writers to in- 
filtrate pink and red propaganda into 
screenplays. 

In accepting the presidency, Wood 
declared he was “only conscious of a 
sense of duty,” and added: “each of 
us must consider our membership in 
this organization a grave responsi- 
bility, and must accept it as an obli- 
gation imposed on us by our Ameri- 
ean upbringing and our common duty 
as citizens.” 

Prominent at the meeting were 
Victor Fleming, Gary Cooper, Don- 
ald Crisp. Arthur Gillespie, Frank 
Gruber, Bert Kalmar, Col. Rupert 
Hughes, Fred Niblo. Jr., Cliff Reid, 
Casey Robinson. Howard Emmett 
Rogers, Harry Ruskin, Morrie Rys- 
kind, King Vidor, Robert Vogel and 
George Waggoner. 

Following a meeting of the organi- 
zation, the executive committee of 
the Alliance announced that leading 
non-political and welfare groups 
would be asked to send representa- 
tives to an Alliance conference, 
where the problem of combating 
anti-racial groups would be dis- 
cussed. 

Among those to whom invitations 
were extended were the Knights of 
Columbus, the Masonic Order and 
the B'nai Brith. 


Guffey’s “H’wood Smear” Charge 
Washington, Feb. 8. 
Unsuccessful effort to smear Holly- 
wood as “under New Deal dictation” 
was made by DeWitt Wallace, pub- 
lisher of Reader's Digest, Senator 
Joseph F. Guffey, Pennsylvania 
Democrat, charged on the Senate 
floor last Wednesday (2). 
“T have recently heard,” he said, 
“one tale of a writer whom Mr. Wal- 


lace sent to write up Hollywood on | 


the theory that Hollywood is being 


“run by New Dealers. 


~ “The writer got there, found. out 
vhat the movie industry was not run 
py New Dealers and was doing a 
sup-rb war job. She wanted to 
write the true picture, but was told 
that Mr. DeWitt Wallace was not in- 
terested in her article unless the ar- 
ticle said that Hollywood was run 
by the New Dealers.” 

Guffey dusted off Wallace in the 
course of an attack on Senator Hugh 
Butier, Nebraska Republican, who 


leging that the Administration was 
wasting billions of dollars in Latin- 
America, and has been busy defend- 
ing himself ever since. Guffey said 
Wallace had put Butler in the hands 
“of a political wrecking crew.” 


MONO’S 26 FEATURES, 


16 WESTERNS IN ’44 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Program of 26 features with upped 
budgets and 16 westerns to be re- 
leased by Monogram during 1944-45 
was announced by W. Ray Johnston, 
prexy, before he left for New York 
to preside over the eastern sales 
meeting. 

Producers and their feature quotas 
are: Scott Dundap, four; Sam Katz- 
man-Jack Dietz, eight; Lindsley Par- 
sons, six; King Bros., three; Jeffrey 
Bernard, two; Phillip Krasne-James 
Burkett, two, and Biltmore Produc- 
tions, one. 


Moppet Team in ‘Vines’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Metro’s new moppet team, Jackie 
Jenkins and Margaret O'Brien, aged 
six and seven, will co-star in “For 
Vines Have Tender Leaves,” a tale 
of farm life in Wisconsin. 

Robert Sisk will produce and Roy 
Rowland directs from script based 
on a novel by George Victor Martin. 


by-lined a piece in the Digest, al-| 


ARCH BOWLES, FOX-WC 
EXEC, DIES IN FRISCO 


Arch Bowles, general manager of 
the Fox West Coast theatres, who 
died in San Francisco last Sunday 
(6) at the age of 54, had held his last 
post since the summer of 1942. 

Veteran Coast theatre operator was 
general manager of the old Turner 
& Dahnken circuit before joining 
F-WC. He became manager of the 
Southern and Northern California di- 
visions of F-WC, later being ap- 
pointed g.m. for the entire chain, of 
which he was one of the founders. 

He was close personal friend as 
well as a business associate of Spyros 
and Charles P. Skouras and other 
National Theatres anf 20th-Fox 
execs, 

Funeral services were set for yes- 
terday ‘(Tues.) and burial in Cypress 
Lawn Mausoleum, San _ Francisco, 


dustry reps attending. 

Pallbearers included Herman Wob- 
ber, (20th-Fox), Robert McNeil, 
(Golden State Theatres). Oscar 
Samuels, W. H. Lollier (F-WC), Abe 
Gore, Cliff Work (U), Mike Naify, 


Frank Whitbeck ‘(M-G), Charles 
Koerner (RKO), —Hulling 
(Mono). 


Ralph Goldberg Pinched 
On Improper Pic Charge 


Omaha, Feb. 8. 

Ralph D. Goldberg. head of Gold- 
berg Enterprises, which includes five 
theatres, a liquor shop and the 
Beachcomber nitery, has been ar- 
rested on charges of exhibiting an 
improper film, “Teen Age,” at the 
Town theatre here. Hearing will be 


sees a special screening of the pic- 
ture. 


been determined by the court. 
If suit is lost, Goldberg asserts he 
may carry case to a higher court. 


Has Hays’ Seal 

Word of the arrest of Ralph D. 
|Goldberg, Omaha exhibitor, for 
|showing “Teen Age,” regarded by 
local authorities as improper for ex- 
| hibition, comes as a surprise to the 
| Hays office in N. Y., since it car- 
|ries a code seal. 

| Film was produced by Continental 
| Pictures, Inc., of Hollywood, of 
{which J. D. Kendis is president. He 
himself produced, while Dick Le- 
Strange directed. “Teen Age” is 
| being released on a state rights basis. 


Fier Col. Prod. Boss 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
currently 


| Jack Fier, 


utive supervision of Irving Briskin. 


Studio will assign five features. 
originally on Fier’s schedule, to 


other producers. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Donald Cook inked player pact at 


| Universal. 
Craig Reynolds drew actor ticket 
at RKO. 

Anthony Quinn’s player option 
lifted by 20th-Fox. 

John English’s’ director option 


| lifted by Republic. 

| Pat Parrish drew player ticket at 
Columbia. 

| Frank Gill, Jr., renewed as writer 
/at Republic. 

| Fred Kelsey, Paul Panzer, Lottie 


Williams, Tom Wilson, Leah Baird, ' 


Jack Mower, Leo White and Jack 
| Wise renewed as stock players at 
Warners. 

| Janet Barrett, Joy Barlowe, Har- 
| rietts Haddon, Lucille LaMarr, Har- 
‘riett Olson, Dorothy Schoemer, 
Jackie Davis and June Earle con- 
| tracted as chorines at Warners. 

Rosemary LaPlanche’s player op- 
, tion lifted by RKO. 


| Norman Panama, writer, renewed | 


Paramount. 


Cyd Charisse, ballerina, signed by 


| Metro. 
Melvin’ Frank’s scripter 
| lifted by Paramount. 


with state and civic leaders and in- | 


continued after Judge Lester Palmer | 


Goldberg contends that neither the} 
mayor nor the police have the right} 
to force withdrawal of “Teen Age” | 
until the propriety of the film has} 


producing | 
“Mission 36” at Columbia, draws the! 
new post of production manager for | 
all pictures to be made under exec-| 


option | 


Skyline to Order 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

So many airplanes are flying 
over the RKO ranch these days 
that the studio had to build an 
artificial skyline for miniature 
shots. Hills near the ranch were 
used for that purpose jn more 
peaceful times but now the air 
is thiek with P-38's and Flying 
Fortresses, 

New skyine, constructed by 
the studio special effects staff, 
is 300 feet long and 70 feet tall. 


Vice-President Wallace 


Points Up Need For 
Vital, Imaginative Pix 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Plea for more vital and imagina- 
‘tive pictures was made by Vice- 
President Henry Wallace at the in- 
augural dinner of the Hollywood 
Free World Association last Satur- 
day night (5), attended by 225 lead- 
ing figures of industry. He urged 
that the film biz “get closer to 
things around the corner” and use 
greater imagination in terms of gen- 
eral welfare, free world, brother- 
‘hood of man, fatherhood of God and 
science we now have. 

Wallace told of dropping into a 
Chicago theatre to see “Madame 
Curie” but was told he shouldn't 
mention it at this dinner because the 
“producer of film wasn’t the most 
progressive in Hollywood.” Never- 
theless he added, picture fitted into 
his mood and helped a lot and “there 
will be extraordinary appeal in cer- 
tain percentage of films where 
imagination is used.’ Then  flip- 
pantly he quipped, “it is an insult 
to you to ask do you have as much 
imagination as the Victorians.” “In 
democracy, in this country and in 
the world at large, we must have,” 
he. declared, “and films will have an 
important part to play in its achieve- 
ment.” 

Having been told before dinner 
not to suggest anything about what 
the industry should do he neverthe- 
less sounded such note when he re- 
marked, “it does seem to be possi- 
ble to have a higher percentage of 
films fulfilling to some degree with- 
out loss of consumer interest or high 
| artistic standard, a preamble of the 
| Constitution.” 

Wallace told of having been in- 
| formed by a magazine publisher 
that he dispatched a writer to 
| Hollywood for a_ specific mission. 
This writer was told “Hollywood is 
|/a nest of Communists and the indus- 
| try is solely devoted to support the 
| New Deal.” 
| On arriving here and_= getting 
around she reported to her pub- 
|lisher she did not find the condi- 
tions as pictured. She liked Holly- 
wood and its people, that there were 
}some Republicans and conservative 
| people in Hollywood, and that the 
| artistic standards were much higher 
{than she was led to believe. So no 
| expose was written. 
| On the subject of Facism he said, 
|I think all of us have a little 
| Fascism in us. Everyone is subject 
to temptation if we get more than a 
certain amount of money and put 
dollars above man’s right. 


|} Or yOu won't have any dollars.” 
most of the way. Gov. Earl Warren, 
/Who introduced Wallace, said: 


“The spirit Hollywood has de- 


| veloped has done more to enlighten | 


/mankind and advance human under- 
standing than any invention 
the printing press.” 

The Veepee was the guest at 
| 20th-Fox last Friday and shown 
| around the lot. That night and Sun- 
day he went to the Hollywood 
, Canteen where he donned an apron 
and washed dishes with Bob Hope. 


Jason Moves to Col. 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


Will Jason shifts from Metro. 


years, to Columbia under a feature 
| director contract. 

First assignment will be a film- 
musical, “Calling All Stars,” pro- 
| duced by Irving Briskin. 


Extra Calls Lag 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Calls for film extras, weak since 
ithe first of the year, limped into 
February, according to Centra) Cast- 
ing Corp. 

Incomplete check-up indicates that 
January wages were close to those 
| of the corresponding month in 1941, 
the jowest since the Screen Actors 


| Guild was organized. 


But in| 
the long run think of the man first | 


Wallace's talk Was in a light vein | 


since | 


where he has piloted shorts for five} 


Lefty Recalls Lotsa Cohaniana Not 
~ Included in Morehouse Biography 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal. 
ear Joe: 

Pes finished reading my friend Ward Morehouse’s book on George M. 
Cohan, ‘Prince of the American Theatre,’ published by Lippincott. Enjoyed 
it very much. It gives a pretty good record of our Georgie, with some 
fine pictures from the collection of my old friend, Albert Davis. The book 
is jammed with a lot of stuff about George, but there’s a lot of things that 
Ward forgot, didn’t know or had no room for. I kinda knew George pretty 
well and can recall dozens of things that bring memory smiles to me. 

Ward forgot to tell about George's radio career, which was a pretty 
important spot, as it rounded out his many years of show business with 
his participation in the ‘latest thing’ of entertainment. And he was one 
of the highest-priced performers in that line, too. It was way back in 
1932 when the Old Gold people offered him 10 grand a week but wanted 
him to give an audition. When George heard about the audition, he said, 
‘Keep your blindfold tests for your cigarets, not for me.” It was a year 
later when he made his debut on the radio for the Guif Oil Co. His pro- 
grams consisted of singing his old songs, talking in rhyme and singing a 
new song called ‘The New Deal.’ 

I was walking home with him from that broadcast and remarked that 
he played to more people that night than he ever played to in all his life. 
He said. ‘Wait a minute, kid; you know I've been around a long time. How 
many people do you think listened in tonight?’ I said about 10,000,000. 
‘I guess you're right then, kid. With eight shows a week to small houses, 
I couldn't play to that many people in a hundred years.’ In 1936 he did a 
series for City Service. He sang a song, “This Is Our Side of the Ocean,’ 
and many of his old and new songs. His last show was a cavalcade of all 
his songs. In 1937 he went on the air with Sam H. Harris, as a publicity 
stunt for ‘Fulton of Oak Falls,’ which marked their first get-together since 
their break-up in 1920. The program was a history of George M. Cohan's 
life and how he and Sam got together. In 1929 he did a guest shot with 
Walter Gilbert in a scene from one of his shows. Many years later he 
did a guestar on ‘Information Please.’ I'll never forget when the question 
was asked by Fadiman, ‘What ever happened to Topsy in Uncle Tom's 
Cabin?’ George said, ‘I guess she washed up and went home.’ That was 
about all the radio work George ever did. 


Americanized English Songs 


When George first started writing songs he took English songs and Amer- 
icanized them. Spalding & Enay was his publisher. They got hep to what 
he was doing and that ended that. 

I recall the time he told me about playing for S. Z. Poli, the New Eng- 
land manager. It was at the time Jerry and Helen were celebrating their 
25th anniversary and Poli presented them with a silver set worth over 
$2,000. George said to him, ‘Mr. Poli, how is it you spend all that money 
for a present for dad and mother and wouldn't give us a measly hundred- 
dollar raise we have been asking for for years?’ Poli said, ‘George, this 
is a gesture of friendship and the great regard I have for your folks, but 
the raise comes under the head of business.’ They never did get the raise 
from Poli. 


I remember the time when George and his pal, Steve Reardon, drove up 
to the Friars Club, and as Steve stepped out of the car, George said, ‘Ill 
see you tomorrow, Steve.’ When the car had gone, Steve said to me, ‘Thai's 
the first word George has spoken to me since we left Boston.’ They made 
the trip all the way down without a word spoken by either of them. They 
were such great pals they could do that. 

Then I recall the time when George was starting out and was visiting 
A. L. Erlanger at his home. Erlanger had a big bedroom, and after taking 
one look at it, George said to Erlanger, ‘Mr. Erlanger, some day I’m going 
to have a big bedroom like this, so I can walk up and down and figure out 
how I can take somebody.’ R 


Although he had many a run-in and a mad on with Willie Collier many 
times, he had a great regard for Willie’s wit. Once, in the Cohan Revue, 
Collier spoke a line, and George said, ‘A little louder, Willie,’ and Willie 
said, ‘I can’t speak any louder with the material you gave me.’ * 

Another time when George made an appearance at a Lambs Gambol, 
after being reinstated following a suspension, the drop he and Collier 
appeared in front of represented the front of the Lambs Club.- When 
George made his entrance he received a tremendous reception. While 
stalling and ‘bowing he hit the drop with his cane. Collier said, “You 
haven't been in the club a day and you're already knocking it.’ 

I don't know if you ever noticed it, but everytime George wanted to 
treat to a drink or a party he would say, ‘Would you like to have a drink, 

kid, for free?’ First man I ever heard use that expression ‘for free.’ 

When he retired (for the 10th time). after playing ’Pigeons and Peonle’ 
someone asked him, ‘Haven't you got a hankering to play again?,’ and 
George said, ‘I just closed a hankering.’ 

Remember the time at the Polo Grounds he and Louis Mann were 
watching the Giants and Chicago. Louis was a great Giant fan. It was 
the ninth inning, the score 10-0, favor the Giants. George offered Mann 
| the odds on Chicago. Mann said, ‘I'll take it, George, you can’t bluff me.’ 
Remember the time when he played a one-nighter out west to a bad 


| house. Bert Feibleman said, ‘This town has a population of 6,000.’ And 
George said, ‘Where are they tonight?’ 


There was the time when a bunch of us went up to play a benefit at a 
| church in the Bronx, given by George's father every year. Jerry had 
gone ‘upstairs’ and George wanted to carry on, so he got a bunch of swell 
acts to go up there including Irving Berlin. It was a long time since 
George was on the stage and when he made his entrance he received a 
great ovation. He announced his song, ‘Over There,’ started it—and for- 
got the words. We all jumped out like a chorus and sang it, while he 
laughed and did his dance for a finish. 


Walking and Crossing 
The time when he was directing a show and one of the actors said, 
,'‘Mr. Cohan, how do I cross?, and George said, ‘Did you every try walk- 


ing?’ 


Remember the time at Jack’s one night—in fact it was nearly daylight— 
and George Was sitting around with the gang gabbing, and he turned to 
the tired waiter and kiddingly said, ‘What would you do if you was a big 
guy like me?’ The waiter said, ‘I'd go home.’ 

Speaking about drinking. It was at a dinner given to Harry Hershfield, 
with Harry Reichenbach as toastmaster, when George was called on to 
make a speech. He got up a bit wobbly and started to ramble on and on 
| (he invariably made short, brilliant speeches). Harry turned to Reichen- 

bach and said, ‘Look, don't you think you better stop him?’ And Ed 
Said, “Let a champ get knocked out, never stop him.’ And George was @ 
champ. 
| I remember the time he was awakened at a friend’s house about noon 
| to have breakfast. George said, ‘No, thanks, I never eat anything during 
| the night.’ 

__ The time he replaced Arnold Daly in ‘The Tavern’ and Daly left for 

Europe. George, for a gag, wirelessed him, ‘I opened in your role last 

night and they say I'm still the greatest actor in the land.’ Arnold Daly 
| wirelessed back, ‘Don’t forget. I'm still on the water.’ 
of show business, enough for another book. How about it, Ward? Sez 

Yes, George was a great little guy. He did a lot and was a part of a Jot 

Your pal, 


Lefty. 
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Elmer Davis Comes Out on Top In 


OWI Wrangle; 3 


Washington, Feb. 8. + 


N. Y. Aides Ousted 


Elmer Davis, Office of War In- 
formation head, appears to have won 
a complete victory in his tangle with 
playwright Robert E. Sherwood, di- 
rector of OWI overseas operations. 

In a statement released last night 
(7) by Davis, the resignations were 
announced of James P. Warburg, 
deputy director for Propaganda Pol- 
icy; Joseph Barnes, deputy director 
for Atlantic Operations, and Ed 
Johnson, chief of the editorial board 
of the New York overseas office. 

Davis’s tiff with Sherwood in- 
volved the resignees, Davis demand- 
ing that they be ousted because of 
their autonomous policy in New 
York, which completely ignored 
headquarters in Washington. 

Davis also effected other phases of 
the reorganization, which -was 
planned for him by associate director 
Edward Klauber. 

Provisions of the new setup in- 
clude: (1) Settlement to the satis- 
faction of everyone the fact that 
Washington and not New York is 
running the overseas branch; (2) 
Appointment of Edward W. Barrett 
as executive director of the branch 
under Sherwood; and (3) Appoint- | 
ment of Thurman L. Barnard, head 
of the outpost service bureau of the 
overseas branch, as assistant execu- 
tive director, 

Barrett is a former associate edi- 
tor of Newsweek and Barnard was 
formerly vice-president of N. W. 
Ayer & Son. 

Davis, Sherwood in Huddle 

Davis also announced, as a clinch- 
er, that Sherwood “will soon make 
a brief trip to London,” which would 
leave Barrett actually running the 
overseas branch under Davis's juris- 
diction, 


Davis and Sherwood pow wowed 
here for several days last week after 
President Roosevelt had quietly set-. 
tled the dispute between the two as 
to which was running the OWI show. | 
There was still some feeling, how- 
ever, that the last card in the deal 
had not been played. 


Martin G. Smith New 
Allied Prexy; to Map 


Formula on Taxation 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Martin G. Smith, prez Indie Thea- | 
ter Owners of Ohio, and chairman 
of the Allied executive committee, 
was named president of Allied) 
States Ass’n of Motion Picture Ex- | 
hibitors at two-day meeting held at | 
Blackstone hotel last week. Abram | 
F. Myers continues as chairman and 
Beneral counsel. William L. Ains- 
worth is new treasurer; Roy E. Har- | 
rold, secretary, and Pete J. Wood, 
recording secretary. The Caravan 
and executive committees remain the | 
Same excent that .a member of the | 
Pacific Coast Conference will be ap-| 
pointed to the former committee. | 

The board authorized the appoint- 
ment of a special committee consist- | 
ing of P. J. Wood, chairman; Harry | 
Lowenstein and Maxwell Alderman 
to study the best taxation plans and 
to conduct a vote by mail among 
members on their choice of a tax 
plan. Other business cleared up in- 
cluded the reading of reports on the! 
Caravan committee, approval of a 
financial quota for coming year and 
@ proposal for enlarged bulletin 
service. 

No national convention will be 
held this year because of transpor- 
tation drawbacks and the war. Next 
Quarterly meeting is set for Phila- 
delphia in May. 


Point of View 


A Paramount sales executive, 
late for an appointment at the 
Red Cross blood donor center in 
N. Y., sought to press a taxicab 
driver into taking his life in his 
hands in order to get there fast. 

“Look here, mister”, said the 
driver, “what do you want to do, 
give them your blood in a bottle 
or get it spilled right here in my 
cab?” 


Twin City Exhibs 
Laying Plans For 
Televish Post-War 


Minneapolis, Feb. 8. 

Twin City independent exhibitors 
are taking cognizance of the immi- 
nence of television by starting to 
plan their operations accordingly. A 
number already have been negotiat- 
ing for the installation of television 
receiving sets and expect to combine 
television presentations with their 
movies. 

Local trade circles believe that the 
television setup will be such that 
radio stations will be able to restrict 
reception to licensees and patrons, 
such as theatres, and that television 
broadcasts of especially produced 
shows and important news and 
sports events will not be available 
for home television receiving sets 
generally. 

Radio station KSTP here has a 
Radio City tieup with the Para- 
mount circuit providing for the in- 
stallation of television equipment in 
its new studio in the Minnesota the- 
atre building, now called Radio City, 
and Stanley J. Hubbard, its presi- 
dent, has announced that he ulti- 
mately will stage shows on the 
Radio City theatre stage, in con- 
junction with pictures, for television 
broadcast. The Paramount circuit 
will participate in this deal, it is be- 
lieved, as well as operate the 4,000- 
seat theatre which reopens March 2 
after having been dark most of the 
past five years. While a straight film 
policy will be employed at the out- 
set, this will be sufficiently elastic 


| to permit deviations, John J. Friedl, 


circuit president, states. The radio 
studio is expected to be ready for 
use within the next fortnight. 

Local exhibitor leaders do not fear 
television as a competitor, they say. 
Even though it does not prove prac- 
tical for the average theatre to tie 
in it with it and use it as supple- 
mental entertainment to films, they 
express confidence that the screen 
will continue to retain. its present 
amusement dominance. 


PHILLY EXCHANGES 
SEEK ESSENTIALITY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 
A hearing is scheduled this aft- 
ernoon (Tues.) before the Regional 
War Labor Board on a petition from 
Philly film exchanges to declare 


| their employees “locally needed.” 


This classification is a new one in 
Manpower parlance and rates the 
essentialness if certain types of oc- 


| cupations in specified localities. 


Presiding at the hearing will be 


John N. Patterson, Regional WLB 
director. If he makes a favorable 
decision on the petition, it will give 


employees of film exchanges a high- 
er “priority” rating and may have 


|some effect with draft boards. 


STUDIO UNIONS MAKE 
STUDY OF HCL LEAP 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Statistics on the high cost of living 
among film workers will be com-, 
piled by a new committee appointed | 
by the Conference of Studio Unions. | 
Data will be used by unions in fu-| 
ture wage discussions with the stu- 
dios. 

Research committee is composed 
ef Glenn Pratt, John Martin and 
Lou Stein, union business represent- 
atives, 


RICHMOND'S 1ST 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Ted Richmond, who goes to Co- 
lumbia as producer, draws musical. 
‘Meet Miss Bobby Socks,” as_ini- 
tialer. 


The bearing is the first of its 


type in the country and may estab- 


lish a Similar situa- 


tions 


precedent for 


tepresenting the home offices of | 


the exchanges will be Leon Bam- 
berger. Others who will testify are 
representatives of exchanges and 
unions, 


Pine, Thomas Want More 
Coin for Their Par Pix 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Bill Pine and Bill Thomas assigned 
William Berke to direct “Thunder- 
bolt.” a Chester Morris starrer start- 


| pany’s 


| starring Deanna 


Biltmore Pix for Mono 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Biltmore Productions, recently or- 
ganized with Lou Costello's father, 
Sebastian Cristillo, as president, will 
release two pictures through Mono- 
gram. 

First is “A WAVE, a WAC and a 
SPAR,” to be directed by Phil Karl- 
stein from script by Lillian Planer 
and Dick Irving Hyland. 


St. Loo Court Records 
Reveal Possible Cause 
For Kaimann Bros. Feud 


St. Louis, Feb. 8. 

A review of local Circuit Court 
records last week revealed a prob- 
able motive for the shooting in 
whicheClarence Kaimann, head of the 
Kaimann Circuit of Theatres here, 
was seriously wounded by his broth- 
er, William, who later killed himself 
by firing a revolver bullet into his 
head. The records show that in 1942 
Clarence had threatened to “kick 
William out of the theatre business” 
because he refused to sell his in- 
terest in the corporation. 

During an action brought by which 
Stephen A. Kaimann, father of Clar- 
ence and William, was attempting to 
obtain an order to have the Kai- 
mann theatre interests vacate a 
building in North St. Louis, it was 
disclosed that Clarence had threat- 
ened his brother at a family busi- 
ness conference. 

Clarence had: suggested that Wil- 
liam sell his interest at a figure far 
below its actual value, the record 
stated. When William 
consider the suggestion, Clarence is 
quoted as saying, “If you don’t sell, 
we'll kick you out of there and it 
won't be long.” A Circuit court jury 
returned a verdict in favor of the 
father, but the corporation appealed 
the case, and the St. Louis Court of 
Appeals reversed the jury’s findings. 

Stephen Kaimann has filed an ap- 
plication with the Missouri supreme 
court for a writ of certiorari, for a 
review of the Appellate court’s de- 
cision and that case is now pending. 

The shooting at the Bremen the- 
atre in North St. Louis was in a 
basement office and none of the cus- 
tomers in the well filled house were 
aware of the affair until the partici- 
pants emerged tc the first floor. 
Clarence, critically injured, has been 
removed from the City hospital to 
the Barnes hospital, and his condi- 
tion is improving. Unless compli- 
cations develop he is expected to 
recover from’ the wounds. 


BILL SCULLY OUTLINES 


U’S PROGRAM FOR *44-45, 


Universal will make about 55 pic- 
tures during 1944-45, plus seven 
westerns, four serials, and two spe- 
cials to be sold away from the reg- 
ular releases, William A. Scully, v. p. 
and general sales manager, revealed 
Monday (7) on his return from the 
Coast, where U execs conferred on 
next year’s program. 


“We believe that a diversified_pro- | 


duction schedule, including war pic- 
tures, will be necessary to maintain 
the top grosses Universal features 
are garnering,” Scully said. He stated 
that business is on the upswing 
across the nation, and that the com- 
distribution is being main- 
tained on a par wéth last year, which 
was the best in Universal's history. 

Eight Technicolor pictures will be 
made in °44-45, five more than the 
current season, Scully stated, includ- 
ing a musical western, “Caroline”, 
Durbin, and “The 
Climax”, starring Susanna Foster 
and Boris Karloff. 

Another sales meeting will be held 
sometime in May. Whether it will 


take the form of regional confabs or | 


one national session will be de- 


termained later. 
U Schedule 
Hollywood, Feb. 8 


Spring production rush, usually 
starting late in March, beats the gun 
| at Universal this year by more than 
a month, with four new pictures 


ing April 1, for Paramount release. 

Two Bills leave for New York) 
next week 
mount execs on increased budgets; 


| for future productions. 


going into work within 10 days. 
Starters are “Allergic to Love,” 
“Jungle Woman,” “Slick Chick” and 
the Olsen-Johnson starrer, still un- 
titled. Holdovers from January are 
“Christmas Holiday.’ “The Invisible 


Man's Revenge” and “The Climax.” | 


Auer Goes Yippee 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


refused 


Direct Mail Pitch 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Direct from the still to the 
tonsils is the new approach of 
whiskey makers to prospective 
customers in the film industry 
through a series of confidential 
letters. 

Hollywood personalities, who 
have been called to the attention 
of the distillery by local atten- 
tion callers, are informed through 
the mails that two bottles of a 
certain brand await their con- 
venience at a certain retail store, 
at a specified and legal market 
price, 


Par’s ‘Lady’ at High 
/, Terms and Singly; 
‘Wassell’ Also Solo 


While “Lady in the Dark” will be 
sold at high percentage terms, re- 
portedly 50%, but offered singly 
rather than as part of a block, and 
at regular rather than advanced -1i- 
mission prices such as prevail for 
“Bell Tolls,” Paramount has left for 
future consideration the manner in 
which Cecil B. deMille’s “Story of 
Dr. Wassell” will be marketed. This 
was decided at a three-day district 
isales meeting held in N. Y. last 
Thursday - Friday - Saturday (3-4-5). 
Pending the setting of terms on 
“Wassell”’, as well as release plans, 
decided picture will also be sold 
| singly. When it will be made avail- 
‘able is another question that has 
been left open, though a_ world 
preem is planned for Washington 
early in May. 
| + Both “Lady” and “Wassell” were 
screened for the Par district sales 
| managers, homeoffice executives who 
| hadn’t seen them, and district adver- 
tising representatives during last 
week's sessions. While not ready, it 
was also decided at the Par sales 
meeting that “Frenchman's Creek,” 
high-budgeter, will also be released 
|}as a special. The probable date of 
availability on this one, the same as 
“Wassell”, is very indefinite at this 
time. 

“Lady”, which opens tonight in 
Hollywood, its first date, and plays 
the N. Y. Par on Feb. 22, will be 
spotted in numerous pre-release en- 
gagements between then and Easter, 
when it will be sent on general re- 
lease. 

Par will spend $500,000 on the ad- 
vertising-exploitation campaign for 
“Lady”, largest in its history. Much 
of the three-day sales powwow was 
| devoted to the merchandising plans 
/on the picture and the ad approach. 

Y. Frank Freeman, v. p. in charge 
| of production, who came east a week 
ago, attended the sales meeting to 
discuss completed product as well as 
pictures that are in production or 
planned. 


- 
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ST. LOO GRAND JURY | 
RAPS SET-UP SPOTS: 


St. Louis, Feb. 8. | 
Although it named no names, local | 
Grand Jury last week in its report to} 


Circuit Judge McLaughlin accused | 


policy, to be guilty of illicit liquor 
sales to detriment of other places 


niteries, operating on a set-up er | 


Slash in Leg Art Cramps Buildup 
Of Film Starlets; Shortage of Stills 


Enforced curtailment of leg art 
by the film companies is kicking 
back agairst new femme starlets who 
are missing out on the preliminary 
cheesecake buildup which spurred 
the advancement of stars such as 
Betty Grable. Hedy LaMarr, Marlene 
Dietrich, Alice Faye, Lucille Ball, 
Dorothy Lamour, Gene Tierney, Ann 
Sheridan, Alexis Smith, etc. 

Shortages of plates and stills at 
the studios are preventing new- 
comers from getting the speedy 
glamour process. In most cases the 
only stills available for exploitation 
Purposes are production stills which 
are made for the business depart- 
ment records. These, later turned 
over to the exploitation division of 
the studios, have little animation and 
are of slight value in publicizing 
femme players. 

As a result of the shortage of stills 
several studios (Paramount, Metro, 
20th-Fox) have at various times en- 
gaged artists to prepare sketches 
which were later widely used. 

Publicists report that newspaper 
editors still request and use cheese- 
cake, despite the newsprint reduc- 
tion, and that leg art and war news 
continue two of the most usable fea- 
tures of daily newspaper coverage. 
The reference to leg art is based on 
survey of clippings from newspapers 
throughout the U. S. 

However, while studios are unable 
to provide a sufficient number of 
cheesecake stills, film publicists man- 
age to arrange for special newspaper 
and syndicate coverage, mainly out 
of New York, whenever Hollywood 
celebs are in the city. 

In some cases, however, editors 
Specifically rule against cheesecake 
pictures, particularly in reference to 
dramatic actresses. Editors of Inter- 
national News Photos, recently as- 
signed Arthur Sass to Joan Fontaine 
with instructions not to shoot any 
leg pictures. When Miss Fontaine, 
asked to pose, assumed what she 
believed evas the usual stance of sit- 
ting with legs crossed and_ skirt 
above knee, Sass requested that the 
star lower her skirt several inches 
to a point below the calf of her leg. 

Thus, a condition which the Hays 
office and religious groups have for 
years been attempting to adjust has 
been modified by wartime shortages 
and requirements. 


N. Y. Judge Refuses To 
Set Aside 506 Verdict 
To Michael Myerberg 


Move by Walt Disney Productions, 
Inc., and Kidder, Peabody & Co., 
Wall street investment bankers, to 
set aside a recent New York su- 
preme court jury award of $50,000 
damages to Michael Myerberg, legit 
producer, was denied last week (4) 
by Justice Lloyd Church. 

Although denying the bankers’ 


tion, the court unheld. their mo- 


tion for a new trial on the ground 
that the damages awarded against 
them was too high. Justice Church 
ruled that a new trial would be 
granted, unless Myerberg agreed to 
reduce the award against the bank- 
ers from $30,000 to $20,000. Disney 
was assessed $20,000. 

Myerberg’s attorney, Emily K. 
Ellis, stated last week that he would 
agree to the reduction and enter 
total judgment for $40,000. 


Myerberg had originally sought 


who are compelled to observe the | $70,000 for services in arranging the 


closing law. Because there is no 


hard drinks, many such places have | 
been raking in hefty dough by re-| 
quiring the customers to tote their} 
own, and then stay as long as they | 
wish, 

The Jury’s statement caused police 
to keep all niteries under strict sur- 
veillance. 


Ready Mystery Tale As 
Cagney’s Next Starrer 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Cagney Productions swings into 
-action again for the first time since 
ithe completion of “Johnny Come 
| Lately” with the signing of Stephen 
Longstreet to screenplay a mystery 
tale as the next starrer for James 
Cagney, currently entertaining sol- 


Stephen Auer was upped from a |} diers overseas. 


production assistant to associate pro- | 


ducer of westerns at Republic, un- 
der general supervision of William 


to huddle with Para- O'Sullivan. 


Jack Lacey stepped into the spot 
left vacant by Auer. 


Picture, backgrounded in North 
| Africa, is slated to roll about April 
'15, when Cagney returns. Writers 
| will be assigned shortly on “Port 
| Royal,” pirate story, to follow the 


closing hour for spots not selling | 


mystery yarn. 


underwriting of 150.000 shares of 6% 
preferred stock at a par value of 
$3,750,000, which resulted in the deal 
being consummated in 1940. 


M-G MAY SELL ‘AMERICA,’ 
‘DOVER’ SEPARATELY 


Metro sales execs are considering 


selling “America” and “White Cliffs 
of Dover.” two of the company’s 
highest budgeters for the 1943-44 


season, separately on individual con- 
tracts. 

Possibility that one or both of the 
films may be roadshown, Opening 
first in key situations for test runs 
before selling terms are determined. 


‘Chan’ Glued to the Trail 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

“Charlie Chan” continues his 
screen sleuthing for Monogram 
through a deal with the Krasna- 
Burkett production outfit. 

Contract calls for two pictures a 
year with Sidney Toler in the title 
role. 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 9, 1944 


Up in Arms 
(MUSICAL; COLOR) 
Los Angeles, Feb. 5. 
predue- 


RKO release of Samuel Goldwyn 


;are 


tien. Stars Danny Kaye; features Dinah 
Sieve, Dana Andrews and Constance Dowl- 
inx. Directed by Elliott Nugent. Screens 
plas, Don Hartman, Allen Boretz and Rob- 
eri Piresh, suggested by character from 
“The Nervous Wreck."’ by Owen Davis: 
exmera, Ray Rennahan; editors, Daniel 
ll and James Neweom: special photo. 
BraiGie effects, Clarence Slife and R. O. 
songs, Haveld Arlen and Ted Koeh- 
ler, Svivin Fine and Liebman; dances 
gicced and directed by Danny Dare: musi- 
‘ rector, Louis borbes: musical nume 
vrranged and condueted by Ray Tleine 
Tradeshows in A., Feb. 4, ‘44. 
Konning time, 106 MINS, 
Weems Danny Kaye 
\ ~Dinah Shere 
Calonel .. Louis Calhern 
tha Richard Powers | 
Mi Willovehby......... Margaret Dumout 
at Dickson | 
Mr. H inbothami....2.. Charles Arnt 
Weavermacher: .Harry Hayden | 
ice eke Maurice Cass | 
And the tloldwyn- Girts 
Expertly showcasing the comedic 
talents of Danny Kaye in his first 
film starrer, “Up in Arms” is a filmu- 
sical that’s expensively mounted in 


Technicolor and in the best Samuel 
Goldwyn tradition of elaborateness. 
Picture is fine esc apist fare and will 
hit healthy biz and holdove’s as solo 
or billtopper in all situations. 

Kaye. whose solid hit in “Let's 
Face It” on Broadway provided rush 
of film producers to sign him for pic- 
tures, is definitely star matericl An- 
other newcomer, Constance Dowling. 
is both an eyeful and talented in a 
straight actins part. She also should 
go far in pictures. 


| War 


The Sullivans 


of sam 
Raxter, Phemas 
amd Jnies 


Mih Century-hox release 
production, Features Anne 
Mitchell, Selena Royle. Directed by 
Bacon, Story, Mdward Dolert: 
Sehermer; adaptation, Mary Metall, 
editor, Touis Leeffler; camera, Lucien An- 
driot. Previewed in N. Y. Jan. 28, 44. 
Running time, MINS. 
Katherine Mary...... 


Mr. Thomas Mit fell 
Mrs. 


Gladys. oe Mary 
rank ¢ehild) ‘ Morvin Ss | 
(ieorge Cchildd. Swan 
Damage 


Control 
Shoannes 


Addis 


Naval Captain on Riel 


A glorious tribute to the modest 
Waterloo (Ja.) family which sacri- 
ficed a e sons to the cause of W rid 
and a fine picture in many 
nese the saga of “The Sullivans” 
is a fine film recore. Desvite too 
much detail to some seauences wlich 
tends to a certain amount of slow- 
ness, the exvloitation potentialjtics 
great. There’s much downricht 
eood entertainment. and it all adds 
up to strong grosses. 

The story is that of the five Sulli- 
van boys who enlisted in the U. S. 
Navy immediately afier Pearl Her- 
bor and went down with their ship. ' 


i later to be honored by the christen- 
ing of a battle-wagon named after 
jthem. That is fact. this beings the 


{true story of the Sullivans of Water- 


loo. It has been done with assumed | 
fidelity and no doubt will be richly 
cherished as a documentary account 
of heroism by the Sullivan family 
of the small midwestern town 
whether or not it achieves excep- 
tional support from the general pub- 


lic as entertainment. 


The warmth of its humor. its 
Character portrayed by Kaye is a| homespun aualities. and the excel- 
broadly-sketched version of Owen | jent performances by a large cast. in 
Davis’ “Nervous Wreck’—a_ wacky | addition to the general strengih of 
hypochrondiace who's inducted by the | the dialog, combine to make ‘The 
Army for a series of wild misadven- | Sullivans” very intrieuing amuse- 
tures. At start. before Kaye is draft- | ment in many “spots. There are in- 
ed, yarn introduces him as reticent | pumerable scenes which stand out | 
suitor for Miss Dowling, while Dinah | in particularly sharp contrast to 
Shore has designs on snagging Kave } those where there is too much detail 
and Gana Andrews is in love with jand added wordage, such as the radio 
, Miss Dowling. While Kaye and An- | proadeast on the Pearl Harbor at- 
drew's go. into service together, the i fack. rehashing that all over again, 
Zirls enlist as Army nurses. /tho lenothw “soodbyve” to the Sulli- 
transport going to the South Pacific, | yan bovs. ete. ; 
quartet are thrown together for fur- | The first half deals with the five | 
ther episodes to hold thread of yarn | Sullivan lads as little bovs. with 
togcther, with main routine on ship- | much homey humor derived from 
board being a wild chase evolving | their pranks and the worries they 
from Kaye's cfforts to hide stow- | cause their folks. One of the peak | 
away. Miss Dowling. Arriving at a | scenes is the one in which Papa Sul- 
tropic isle, Kaye disappears, is cap- | livan has caught the kids smoking | 
tured by the Japs, but turns tables on | eornsilk in the shed behind their 


the Nips to bring them into the camp | 
for hero’s reception. It’s a rather | 
abrupt ending. 

Kaye has great sense of timing in 
putting over his comedy for maxi- 
mum cffect. He also smartly delive | 
ers three song oer especially | 
written by Sylvia Fine (Mrs. Kaye) | 
and Max Licbman: an extended num- 


house. Instead of spanking them. he 
imposes what is supvosedly an all- 
time cure by telling them that since 
they want to smoke, they should be 


men and use tobacco. so passes out 
cigars to all. Their efforts to stomach 
such a strone smoke makes for big 


laughs. Another seavence that plays 


| havoe with the risibilities is the one 


ber in a theatre lobby, a jive duet |in which the kids decide to build a 
with Miss Shore. and his “Melody in | woodbox for their mother which 
4-F.” which he smacked over in| would extend through the kitchen 


“Let's Face It.” 


Miss Shore, in addition to handling | 


| wall. saving them the trouble of hav- 
ing to lug the wood throuvh a door. 
Skipping several years, the second 


an important role. clicks with two | ; 

sones. “Now I Know” and “Tess’ | half deals with the bovs as adoles- 
Torch Song,” both by Harold Arlen | cents. four of the Sullivans now 
and Ted Koehler. Former is best | Working on various jobs. while the 
candidate for pop attention. Song- | Youngest. Al, Pa still in high school. 


“Ali Out 


writing team also composed 


for Freedom.” a lilting march tune | acterizations, neatly etching the vari- 
delivered by maie soldier chorus. ter) develons, reaching full flower | ous characters assembled in the Free 
Every set is elaborately displayed | Quickly and with a baby born to | French forces. Gabin turns in a good 
to take advantage of the Technicolor |them. Since the boys had_ always performance while sunport, includ- 
photography. and the “Goldwyn | stuck tovether throvgh thick and jing Richard Whorf, Allyn Joslyn. 
Girls” are on display via a new crop | thin, including all the fights they John Qualen, Peter Van Eyck and 
of dazzling lookers, but are only | Won as little boys, Al goes along | Eddie Quillen, is uniformly good. 
briefly glimpsed, “ | with the other four when latter | Ellen Drew is only femme in cast, 
Picture has fine acting support, decide to enlist in the Navy. He is appearing in limited footage. Wait. 
with Louis Calhern, George Mathews | urged to do this by his wife who | pagar 
and Benny Baker most prominent. Pree he is fighting the de a to Devil Riders 
Top production number is a Kaye i one in the face of his marital re- | PRC release of Sigmund Neufeld produe- 
dream sequence with an unusually | Sponsibilities. | lou. Stage featurra Al Mt. 
staged background of “the Goldwyn covering a ohn. by Sa n New field. Story 
Giris” perched in trees, with ground- | 2@ttle off the Solomons in which the | Robert Cline; editor, Robert Crandall. At 
fox to accensuate the effect. Come- | Sullivans perished when their ship | Xew York, week Jan. 26, "4, dual. Run 
dian and Miss Shore duet the jive | ¢xPloded. precedes the anti- 56 MINS. 
number here, and a well-staged, | when word of their loss ar- | Willy Carson... 
|rives at home and the pride which | ! y Jones...... vee Al St. John 
colorful and deftly executed setting. | Sally Farrell... Patti MeCarthy 
Elliott Nugent capably handled the  aecrene the scene in connection with | ne) stone............... ; os Kite 
Don Hartman ‘also associate pro- | u standing on nerformatr that Mas 
ducer), Allen Boretz and Robert | Bobby Driscoll. playing Al when 
Pirosh. which continually points up | bov of perhaps five or six Gunes Ger Chesebro 
UP | years old, although Thomas Mitchel! Sd Cassid 
plenty of coin on the production. but | the father. and 
H should all roll back along with scendentally fine in their work. Lit- Conventional stagecoac h saga, fur- 
plenty of profit. Walt tle Driscoll, however, captures top nishing two-fisted background for 
 |prize and in that first halt re- | Buster Crabbe, is an okay amalgam 
| sponsible for most of the warm. fire- | of action and comedy and ease | 
STORY BUYS | place-like humor which the film con- | level off well as supporting dualer. 
tains. He is so natural before the Open-and-shut story poses Crabbe 
Hollywood, Feb. 8. | amazing. las pony who — in 
nis brothers, are Marvin Davis. with new stagecoach company being 
| Buddy Swan, Billv Cummings and bucked by a crooked lawyer and his 
the Army Johnny Calkins, who also rate en- | henchmen. Bad hombres are after a 
comiums. parcel of rich land the government 
George Bricker sold his_ novel, That these boys are missed when | is about to grant to the stage oper- 


“Strange Bedfellows,” to Phil Ryan 
for indie production. 

RKO purchased “Royal Flush,” by | 
Ivan Lebedoff and George S. George. 


Paramount acquired screen rights 
to “Sophia Cooper,” by Marcia Dav- 


| Jt ic hare th: 


older ones take their place is to be 
expected but their sueceessors do 
nicely, including Edward Rvan 
John Campbell. James Cardwell. 
John Alvin and George Offerman. Jr. 
The casting reflects the tvpical. aver- 


enport. 

Aubrey Wisberg sold “Cry, Baby, 
Cry” to King Bros. tor production xt | 
Monogram. 

Republic bought Prescott Chap- | 
Jain’s war story, “Unwanted Bat- 
talion.” 


| is the 


age smalltown such as Waterloo. this 
including Mitchell as the father. a | ¢ 
| ireight-train conductor. and his wife | 
Selena Rovle. Miss Baxter likewise | 
refreshing, attractive little- 


town belle who fits in admirably 


with the surroundings and the faith- | 
production 


ful backgrounds fur- j 


| Gabin 


| to 


the 
| identity 
| stricken, 


Miniature Reviews 


“Up In Arms” (RKO) (Musi- 
cal: Color), Danny Kaye, new 
film comedy star, introduced in 
top escapist b. 0. entertainment. 

“The Sullivans” (20th-Fox). 
A fine picture; good boxoffice 

“The Impostor” (U). Adven- 
tures of Free French units in 
Africa provide mildly entertain- 
ing drama. Good ducler. 


“Devil Riders” «PRC). Buster 
Crabbe in average buckskin 


meller, okay as dual supporter. 


nished by Sam Jaffe. Lovd Bacon's 


| direction fails only in that he was in 
ino 
| finish. 
| Loeffler, 
| notably 


hurry to get the picture to a 
He and his film editor, Louis 
could have cut out plenty, 
in the second half. Photo- 
graphic crew under Lucien Andriot 
has done a superior job. Char. 


The Impostor 
Hollywood, Feb. 4. 


Tniversal release of Julien Duvivier pro- 
luction, Stars Jean Cobin, Directed by 
lbuvivier. Screenmay, Duvivier: dialos 

ipted from the French by Stephen Long- 
street: added dialog, Mare Connelly and 
Starling; camera, Paul Ivine: editor, 
Maul Landres: special photogrovhy, John VP. 
Fulton; mugge-score and direction hy Dimi- 
tri Tiomkin, Previewed at Pant s, Holly 
wood, Feb, 3, "44. Running time 93 MINS, 
euitenant Varenne....... R chard Whorf 
Colonel De tolph Morgan 
.... Milburn Stone 

h Corporal..... ‘ Porrest 
! t Leiber 
mere nt Ion Wolfe 
\ Nt . 1 Dividsen 


Fall of France in 1940. and subse- 
quent formation of Free French units 
in Africa, forms basis for this ad- 


| venture drama, which unfolds tale of 


regeneration of a confirmed criminal 
through the comradeshinv in arms. 
Written, produced and directed by 
Julien Duvivier, and with Jean 
starred, audience interest is 
mainly held by fresh background and 
informative display relevant to the 
re-pathering of French soldiers to 
continue the battle against the Nazis. 
In stressing these points, Duvivier 


| fails to generate pace fast cnough to 


carry picture along for more than 
moderate attention, and it wiJl have 
groove in the duals, ex@~pt in 


spots where exploitation can attract 


| pro-French customers. 


Story tells of how Gabin is saved 


from the guillotine, for murder, at 
Tours by Nazi air bombing. heads 
south and assumes the _ identity, 


papers and uniform of a dead French 
soldier along the road. Joining group 
of refugee soldiers who enlist in the 


| Free French forces, Gabin’s army as- 
| sociation 


gradually transforms the 
criminal: he leads a small unit over- 
Jand for attack on Italian desert base 
and is decorated for gallantry, under 
name of the dead man whose 
he assumed. Conscience- 
he confesses masquerade 
and is broken to the ranks, but dis- 
tinguishes himself for climax with 
death raid on machinegun nest to 


protect his battalion. 


Al and Catharine Mary (Anne Bax- | 


- Duvivier dwells on 


muc} 


ator. After horse rustling, a labor 
sitdown, and plenty of fist exchang- 
ing, Crabbe manages to expose the 
heavies and makes possible the suc- 
cessful run of the stagecoach line. In 
the process of mopping up, Crabbe 
manages also to corral the heroine, 
laughter of the stagecoach operator. 

Story is considerably lightened by 
Al St. John’s comedy. He lends some 


' vestige of credibility to an otherwise 
_loosely-woven yarn. 


Photography dis better than | in: the 
usual buckskin meler. 


Ccnar- | 


and 


El Fin De La Neche 
(“End ef the Night”) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 


(SONGS) 
Buenos Aires, Jan. 25. 


San Miguel production distributed by Dis- 
tribuidera. Panamericana, Stars Libertad 
Lamarque;: features Alberto Hello, Juan 
Jose Miguez, Florence Murly, Ernesto Ra- 
quen, Maria EF. Buschiazzo, Flisarde San- 
talla, Cesar Fiasehi, Directed by Alberto 


de ZGavalia. Story by Huge MaeDougall; 
camera, dose Maria Beltran Musie by 
Paul Misraki. At the Ambassador, Buenos 


Running time, 95 MINS, 


— 


Aires. 


An anti-Nazi war film coming out 
of Argentina now is news. Based on 
subsequent events—Argentina quit- 
ting Axis—producers may have had 
foresight as to the future. Volun- 
tarily censored by the producers, 
then reluctantly okaved by the offi- 


cial censors theld up for another 
look reportedly because of protest by 
the German Embassy), it’s a_ pity 
that the picture isn’t better. 

May be that the restraint which 
Director Alberto de Zavalia had to 
use prevented development of a 
more suspenseful story. Where story 
misses is its similarity with many 
U. S. pix dealing with oecupied Eu- 
rope. Libertad Lamarque. Argen- 
tina’s top singing star, is shown as a 
South American singer eager to leave 
a European country, clearly occu- 
pied France. An anti-Vichy French- 
man, wounded in a street battle with 
the invaders, hides in her home. She 
covers up his tracks when the Ger- 
mans (never tagged with Swastikas 
but obvious by their accents and uni- 
forms) come searching. Subsequent- 
ly, the local Nazi Gestapo boss, see- 
ing her warbling in the little theatre 
where she works, persuades her to 
carry out a job in return for the exit 
visa she needs to leave the country 
with her child. 

As a foreigner and an artist. she’s 
to work her way in with the afti- 
Vichy crowd. From this point on the 
story becomes sadly complicated 
since the Free Frenchman she is to 
trip up is the same handsome guy 
who hid in her cellar. 

Honors go to Zavalia for his direc- 
tion, still among the best in the Latin 
industry. Senorita Lamarqye. while 
she has her moments, apparently 
can't help piling on the emotion like 


singing a tear-jerking tango. Close- 
ups do not flatter her. especially 


scenes with Juan Jose Miguez, male 
lead. Alberto Bello turns in a good 
job as the Gestapo boss. Photography 
by Jose Maria Beltran is above aver- 
age, and the music by French com- 
poser Paul Misraki, now living here, 
is also noteworthy. Ray. 


Postwar Radio 


Continued from page 1 


earbenders into a false sense of se- 
curity via the fanciful excursions 
into super-duper streamlined lands 
will only retard the final victory. 
The complaints from Washington 
are not the first to 


reach agency 
execs and big advertisers. Network 


commentators back from the fighting 
fronts have made no bones about 
the attitude of the boys in the fox- 
holes thousands of miles from home 
who have registered similar com- 
plaints about the post-war-conscious 


Oscars 


Continued from page 5 — 


Tolls,” “Heaven Can Wait,” 
Comedy,” ‘An Which We Serve,” 
“Madame Curie,” “The More the 
Merrier,” “Ox-Bow Incident,” “Song 
of Bernadette” and “Watch on the 
Rhine.” 

Actors vying for “best perform. 
ance” honors are: Humphrey Bogart 


“Human 


in “Casablanca,” Gary Cooper ip 
“For Whom the Bell Tolls,” Paw 
Lukas in “Watch on the Rhine,” Wal. 


ter Pidgeon in “Madame Curie” ang 
Mickey Rooney in “Human Comedy.” 
Nominees for best performance by 


an actress include: Jean Arthur in 
“The More the Merrier,” Ingrid 
Bergman in “For Whom the Bell 


Tolls,” Joan Fontaine in 
stant Nymph,” Greer Garson in “Ma- 
dame Curie,” and Jennifer Jones jn 
“Song of Bernadette.” 

Votes will also be cast for best 
supporting actor and actress, and 
outstanding achievements in such 
categories as directing, screenplay 
writing, short subjects and art di- 
rection. 


“The Con- 


Special Effects Bidders 


Six entries listed for the specia}! 
effects award are “Air Force.’ War- 
ners; “Bombardier,” RKO: “Crash 
Dive,” 20th-Fox; “North Star.” Sam- 


uel Goldwyn; “So Proudly We Hail,” 


| Paramount, and “Stand by tor Ae- 
| tion,” Metro. 
Nominations for the documentary 


eastern 


advertisers. The GI's, they say, re- 
sent the constant emphasis on the 
rose-tinted post-war conditions that | 
will prevail back home at a time 


when ‘the burden of the battle must 
still be borne. The commentators 
say the fighting boys, after catching 
a gander at such ads in mavazines 
newspapers sent to the front, 
throw them away in disgust. 

The complaints originating from 
the foxholes, however, are not di- 
rected at the radio commercials, 
since the sponsor plugs, post-war or 
otherwise, are eliminated from the 


| transcriptions of the top programs 


that are shipped overseas. What 
worries the War Dept. and the OWI, 
however, are the blinkers being 


| with dealing with bankers, 


| should pass 


passed out to the home-front Amer- | 


award are under @Onsideration by a 
special committee consisting of How- 


ard Estabrook, chairman; Edward 
Dmytryk, William Dozier, James 
Wong Howe, Joris Ivens, Nunnally 


Johnson, Edward G. Robinsgn, Rosa- 
lind Russéll, Sid Solow and Frank 
Tuttle. 

Academy Achievement awards will 
be handed out this year without ben- 
efit of lengthy oratory or soup-and- 
fish garments. Informal program 
will have a military touch, with all 
the doings shortwaved to soldiers and 
sailors throughout the world by the 
Armed Forces Radio Service, with 
Lieut.-Col. Tom Lewis in charge, 
Script calls for a two-hour-and-a- 
half program, with a half-hour stage 
and radio show, followed by Osear 
presentations, in which all speeches 
will be whittled down to a minimum, 
It is timed to start at 8:15 and wind 
up at 10:45 p. m 

With music playing so great a part 
in today’s film industry, the railbirds 
are picking favorites in the songwrit- 
ing and scoring divisions of the Os- 
car Derby. Unofficial choices among 
the ballads are “You'll Never Know,” 
“They're Either Too Young or Too 
Old” and “Black Magic Ray Hein- 
dorf is touted to win with his 
sprightly score in “This Is the 
Army,” and Vic Young for his Gra- 
matic composition in “For Whom the 


Bell Tolls.” 
Propose Plan 
Continued from page 3 


story editors and talent 
scouts, with the present conflict not 
helping the situation any. 

Writers 
producers 
bility of 
will 
much 


are of the 
who have 
bringing in a 
be a moneymaker |} 
responsibility 


opinion that 
the 


pict 


responsi- 
that 


100 


ure 
ave 
anyway, what 
company 
sales heads, and the production end 
as well. They believe the producer 
on some of this worry. 
Producers are now inclined to 
agree with the writers to the point 
where they are willing to form tvi- 
umvirates of producer, director and 
writer in the making of a picture. 


They are aware that writers have 
been discussing the drawing p ol 
standard contracts to insure the in- 
|tegrity of their works and, at long 


last, 
sions. 


are willing to make 


ican public via the “world of to- 
|; morrow” paid-for lullabies. 
** Mairzy”’ 
Continued from page 1 
| pigzy doats” as an example of “illus- 


rations of the meaning of the mean- 
ingless.” The idea was borrowed 
from the French department, which 
uses the same doggerel to demon- 
strate a principle of the French 
language. 

Dr. Karl G. Miller, dean of the 
College of Women, who first started 
the use of the rhyme, collaborated 
with Dr. Clay Boland, local dentist- 
songwriter, in trying to write a tune 
to “Mairzy” about five years ago. 
They dropped the idea after a few 
stabs. Now Dr. Miller says he can't 
use “Mairzy” anymore. 

“As soon as students hear the first 
two words now,” he said, “they know 
the whole thing, and what it is all 
about.” 


| Metro’s Stars 


Continued from page 3 =—" 


65 years of age. Provision would be 
made where personnel could retire 
at the age of 55 if a physical dis- 
ability prevents them from working 
any more. 

Pension plan would take in these 
with the company for five years or 
more up to March 1, 1944. The mini- 
mum from March 1 on would be five 
years before anyone can become 
eligible for the pension plan. 

For execs and others earning $200.- 
000 annually or more the pension 
plan provides a payment of Aap- 
proximately $1,000 weekly for lie 
upon retirement. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


Fine $18,000 Chi Spots: 


Sister’ 2d Wk., ‘Curie’ 336, 3d 


Chicago, Feb. 8. +4 


Although several days of mild 
weather has hurt matinee business, 
night trade is holding so well that 
the general level of grosses is okay. 
“The Lodger,” running day and date at 
Apollo and Garrick theatres, should 
hit smug $18,000 for two houses. 
“Madame Curie,” at the State-Lake, 
sturdy $33,000 for its third 
“His Butler’s Sister” has an- 
other fine session at $21,000 on sec- 
ond week at Palace. The Chicago, 
with “No Time for Love” and vaude, 
looks a cinch $55,000 after “Johnny 
Come Lately” plus Gertrude Niesen 
and Griff Williams band rounded out 
a big two-week run at rousing 
$44.000. 

Estimates for This ‘Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 50-85)—- 
“Lodger” (20th) and “Lucky Cow- 
boy” (Par). Nice $10,000. Last week, 
“Army” (WB) Creturn run) 5 days 
and “Lodger” (20th) and 
Cowboy” (Par), 2 days, moderate 
$9.000. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 50-85)—“No 
Time Love” (Par) and Dean Murphy 
heading stage show. 
Last week, “Johnny Come Lately” 
(UA) plus Gertrude Niesen and Griff 
Williams orch on stage (2d wk), very 
good $44,000. 


looks 
week. 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-85)— 
“Lodger” (20th) and “Lucky Cow- 


boy” (Par). Big $8,000. Last week, 
“Where Are Children” (Mono) and 
“Unknown Guest” (Mono) 5 days and 
“Lodger” (20th) and “Lucky Cow- 
boy” (Par), 2 days, brisk $12,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1,150: 40-85)—‘“Hari 


Kari” (Indie) and “Chan, Secret. 
Service” (Mono). Nice $8,000. Last 
week, “North Star” (RKO) = and 
“Sing Jingle’ (U) (third week in 


Loop), fair $6,000. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3.200; 31-69)— 
“Hands Across Border” (Rep) and 
“Hollywood Cover Girls” unit on 
stage. Nifty $23,000. Last week, 
“Swing Blues” (Col) and Bill Rob- 
inson heading stage show, excellent 
$26,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2.500; 40-85 )—“But- 
ler’s Sister” (U) and “Ghost Ship” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Fine $21,000. Last 
week, fancy $27,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) 
“Destination Tokyo” 
Healthy $19,000. 
$22.000. 


(WB) (3d wk 
Last week, strong 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-85)— | 


“Curie” (M-G) (3d wk). Sturdy $33.- 
000. Last week. great $38,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50-85) 
—"‘Gang’s Here” (20th) (2d wk). 
Trim $18,000. Last week, snappy 
$21.000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 50-85)— 
“Fighting SeaBees” (Rep) 
Bright $17,000. Last week, 
$22,000. 


HIGH 
TOPS DET. 


Detroit, Feb. 8. 
After jiast week’s big turnover in 
pictures, there’s only one change in 
first-runs this week. Only new- 
comer is combo of “Lifeboat” and 
“She's For Me,” heading for sock 
leadership at the Fox. “Flesh and 
Fantasy.” moved to the Adams. is 
Still smash after terrific session last 
week at the Fox. 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 55-75)— | 
“Flesh Fantasy” (U) (2d wk) and 
“Moonlight: Vermont” (U). After | 
Sreat week at Fox, former should 
bring this to a sock $10,500. Last 
week, “What A Woman” (Col,) (2d 
wk) and “Swingtime Johnny’ (U), 


great $9,800. 

Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit 
(2.800: 55-75)-—“Thousands Cheer” 
(M-G) and “Murder Waterfront” 
(WB) (6th wk). Into long stretch 
With solid $10,000 after last week's 
fine $14,000 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 
—"Lifeboat” (20th) and “She’s For 
Me" (U): Sockeroo $37,000. Last 
week “Flesh Fantasy” (U) and “Beau- 
tiful But Broke” (Col), surpassed ex- 
pectations by big margin at great 
$36,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) 
53- 73) — “DuBarry” (M-G) and 
“Hangmen Also Die” (UA). Pair 
back im loop for good $5,000. Last 
week, “Guadalcanal Diary” (20th) 
and “Hi Diddle” (UA), $5,200. 
__Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
95-75) — ‘Tender Comrade” (RKO) 
and “Aldrich, Boy Scout” (Par) (2d 
wk). Stout $23,000 due to follow 
last week's big $33.000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000: -75)—“Higher, Higher (RKO) 
and “Woman of Town” (UA) (2d 
wk). Continuing strong at $13,000 
after last week's robust $18,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 55-75)—“Curie” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Will roll up healthy $17,000 
after last week's choice $23,000 on 
kick-off. 


“Lucky | 


Solid $55,000. | 


(3d wk). | 
staunch | 


(1,800: | 


‘TIME LOVE’ SNAPPY 
$15,000, TOPS MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 8. 

There are only two important new- 
comers, “No Time for Love” and 
“North Star,” currently, but they’re 
doing plenty. Number of holdovers 
operates to their advantage. “Love” 
will pace field with sock $15,000 at 
the State. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 20-30)— 
“Old Chicago” (20th) (reissue) and 
“Harvest Melody” (PRC). In for five 
days, good $2,500. “Spider Woman” 
(U) and “Swing Blues” (Col), open 
Wednesday (9). Last week, “Chance 
Lifetime” (Col) and “My Son, Hero” 
split with “Black Raven” (PRC) and 
“Follies Girl” (PRC), $2,900 in eight 
days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 40-55)— 
“Government Girl” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Moved here from Orpheum. Fine 
$6,000. Last week, “Girl Crazy” (M- 
G) (2d wk), neat $6,800. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 35)—“Where 
Are Children?” (Mono) (2d wk). One 
'of the year’s sensations here. Only 
second or third time this theatre ever 
held over a film. Good $4,000 after 
giant $6,800 first week. 

Lyric (P-S) (1.100; 40-55 )—“Gang’s* 


Here” (20th) (2d wk). Moveover 
from State. Healthy $5,200. Last 
week. “Sahara” (Col) (2d wk), lively 
$6.000. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800: 40-55)— 
“North Star” (RKO). Advertised 


widely and crix praise boosting gate. 


Solid $11,000 or near. Last week, 
“Government Girl” (RKO), big $13,- 
000. 

| State (P-S) (2,300: 40-55)—“No 


Socko $15,000 in 
Here” 


Time Love” (Par). 
the offing. Last week, “Gang’s 
(20th), nice $12,500. 

Uptown (Par) (1.100: 30-40)—“Rid- 
ing High” (Par). First neighborhood 
showing, trim $3.200. Last week. “Sa- 
lute Marines’ (M-G), okay $3.000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350: 40-75)— 
“Tartu” ©M-G). Good $3,000. Last 
week, “Thank Lucky Stars” (WB) 
| (3d wk), yanked after fifth day, sad 
$1.000. 
| 


(1,500; 50-85)— | 


‘Heat’s On’-Fields, Miss 


Forrest Smash $30,000, 
Hub; ‘Star’ Bright 286 
| 


Boston, Feb. 8. 

“North Star,’ Keith Memorial fea- 
ture, is the only hot item this week, 
so-so bills and h.o.’s bringing down 
most houses. 
clicking is “Where Are Your Chil- 
dren?” at the Translux, which is 
clocking more than $7,000 in second 
week at this 900-seater. Shep Fields’ 


the averages at 


orchestra combo 
On” is also brisk at dandy 
or over. 
Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 44-99 )— 
“Heat's On” (Col) plus Shep Fields 
Helen Forrest, others, on stage. 
$30,000 or over. Last week, 
(U) plus Jimmy Dor- 


$30,000 


oreh, 
Smash 
“Sing a Jingle” 


Still | 


with “The Heat's | 
| (3d wk). 


sey orch, others, $32.500, wow. 

| Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 40-60)— 
te ig ‘hting SeaBees” (Rep) and 
| “Clementine” (Rep) (2d wk). 
| Drooped on holdover to $5,500, after 
| giant $9,800 on first stanza. 

| Majestic (EF. M. Loew) (1,600; 28- | 


| 65) None Shall Escape” (Col) and 
“Klondike Kate” (Col) (3d wk). Slow 
| $6.000 despite radio plugs. Last week, 
‘nice $9.000 for second session. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 44-75)— 
“North Star” (RKO) and “Gilder- 
sleeve on B’way” (RKO). Great 
$28.000 first 
today (8) for second frame. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4.367; 35-65) 
—‘Riding High” (Par) and “Find 
Blackmailer”’ (WB). So-so $23.500 
| Last week, “Old Acquaintance” (WB) 
and “Minesweeper” (Par) (2d wk), 

fine $25,000 

Normandie (Lieberman) (1.300; 35- 
Shall Escape” (Col) and 

“Klondike Kate” (Col). Forcing is- 
!sue on third session for dwindling 
| $6,000, after good $10,000 second 
week. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 
|“*What a Woman” (Col) and “Swing 
| Blues” (Col). Not biting, so weak 
$22,000 or near is likely. Last week, 
“Curie” (M-G) (2d wk), neat $16.000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700: 40-60)— 
“Fighting SeaBees” (Rep) and “Cle- 
mentine” (Rep). Slipped on second 
frame to so-so $12,000 following 
socko $19,000 in first week. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“What 
a Woman” (Col) and “Swing Blues” 
(Col). $8.5Q0. Last week. 
“Gurie” (M-G) (2d Wk), trim $7,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 28-65)— 
“Where Are Children?” (Mono) and 
“Danger Women” (PRC) (2a wk). 
Still strong at $7,000; smash $10,000 
‘ first sesh. 


44-65 )— 


week and opened fine | 


| at the Capitol, 
| band, 


First Runs-on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Feb. 10 
Astor — “Lifeboat” (20th) (5th 
week). 
(Reviewed in 


“Variety” Jan. 19) 


Capitol—“‘Song of Russia” (M- 
G). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 29) 


Criterion—"“Gung Ho” 
week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” 
Globe— Where Are Your Chil- 
dren?” (Mono) (5th week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 1) 
Holly wood—*“The Desert 
(WB) (9th week). 


(U) (3d 


Dec. 22) 


(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 15) 
Music Hall—* Jane Evre” (20th) 
(2d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 2) 


Palace—"Three Russian Girls” 
(UA) (2d week). nd 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Jon. 5 
Paramount—“The Miracle of 


Morgan's Creek” (Par) (4th 
week ). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Jan. 5) 
Rialto — “Calling Dr. Death” 
(Reviewed in “Variety” -Dec. 15) 


Rivoli—"Song of Bernadette” 
(20th) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Dec. 22) 
Roxy—"The Sullivans” (20th) 
(9). 


(Reviewed in current issue) 


Strand—‘In Our Time” (WB) 
(Reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 2) 


‘Sister’ Terrif 


15, L’ville Ace 


Louisville, Feb. 8. 

Of the new bills “His Butler’s Sis- 
ter” is top grosser, with terrific week 
at the Rialto, though playing solo. 
“Song of Russia” second best, looks 
for solid biz at the State. Spending 
for films and stage shows is at a high | 
peak locally. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1.400; 30-50) —“No Time _ Love” 
(Par) and “Mine&weeper” (Par). 
Justifying moveover for fine $4,500. 
Last week, “Curie” (M-G), sturdy 
$4,000 moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) 
—“True to Life” (Par) and ‘Guadal- 
canal Diary” (20th). Solid $1,800. 
Last week, “Thank Lucky Stars” 


(WB) and (20th), 
nice $1,900. 


Loew’s State 


“Dancing Masters” 


(Loew's) (3.300: 30- 


Wow $110,000, 


Although Free Movie Day in 
Broadway film theatres Monday (7), 
with admission via purchase of a 
bond, cut into business a_ little, 
grosses are generallyegood to very 
big. Monday’s bond sales, while sat- 


B’way Holds Fast Gait; ‘Jane Eyre 


ussian Girls’ 21G 


‘Miracle’-Long-Scott Sock 856, 3d 


000 or over and holds. Last week, 
“Higher and Higher” (RKO) (2d wk), 
fell short of expectations at $17,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3.664: 35-$1.10) 
—“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) 
plus Johnny Long orch, Hazel Scott, 
others, on stage (4th wk). Retains 


isfactory, were not as heavy as had 
been expected but, managers explain, 


right along during current War Loan 
drive, including at the theatres. Ma- 
jority of sales Free Movie Day were 
of smaller denominations. 

Major opening of past week was 
“Jane Eyre,” which brought the Mu- 
sic Hall one of biggest weekends in 
its 10-year history. First week will 
hit $110,000 or over, terrific. Another 
opening was “Three Russian Girls,” 
which alighted at Palace, Friday (4). 
While on disappointing side, it rates 
okay $21,000 or above, and holds. 
Only other new show is “What a 
Woman,” on second-run at the State, 


with Marion Hutton and Wesson 
Bros. in person. Probabilities are for 
$30.000 or over. nice. 


Holdovers rate good to strong, in 


latter category being “Miracle of 
Morgan's Creek,” at the Paramount, 


with Johnny Long band, Hazel Scott 
and others on stage. Third week. 
concluded last night (Tuesday }, went 
to $85,000, socko. “Song of Berna- 
dette” is another holding to a swift 
pace. with second week through last 
night (Tuesday) mounting to excel- 
lent $55,000. Also continuing at a 
high level is “Lifeboat.” which wound 
up fourth week last night (Tuesday ) 
at Astor with stout $27,000. Another 
smash session at $36,000 was regis- 


| 


50)—“Song of Russia’ (M-G) and 
“Racket Man” (Col). Splendid $13.,- 
000. Last week, “Whistling Brook- 
lyn” (M-G) and “Man Down Under” 
(M-G). not up to expectations, fair- | 
ish $11,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000; 
30-50) — “Destination Tokyo” (WB) 


Still rz ating tops with crix, 
sturdy $4.500, and another h.o. week | 
in prospect. Last week, 
National (Indie) (2,400: 50-75) 
“Chan Secret Service” (Mono) and 
Bill Robinson heading stage show. 
With five shows Saturday. combo is 
climbing to robust $11,000. Upping 
scale to 75c helps. Last week. “Isle 
Forgotten Sins” (PRC) and Renfro 
Valley Folks on stage, mild $9,000. 
Rialto (Fourth 


trim $5,500. | Bros. 


| 


| 


| 


Avenue) (3,400; 30- | 


50)—“‘Butler’s Sister” (U). Going} 
like a house afire solo. Terrific $15.- 
000. Last week, “No Time Love” 


“Minesweeper” (Par) class 
swell $14,000, and move- 


(Par) and 
of town at 
over. 
Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 30- 
50)—"‘Heat’s On” (Col) and “Sing 
Jingle’ (U). Latest Mae West opus 
slightly disappointing to crix, but 
combo looks stout $6.500. Last week, 
“Ghost Ship” (RKO) and “Rookies 
Burma” (RKO), study $4,000. 


tered by “Gung Ho” on second round 
at Criterion, ended Monday. 

Roxy ushers in a new show today 
(Wednesday ). consisting of “The Sul- 
livans,” Martha Raye, Rosario and 
Antonio, others. The Cap changes 
tomorrow (Thursday), with “Song of 
Russia” and Lionel Hampton orch, 
Buck and Bubbles, Mills Bros., others 
on stage. Another new bill this week, 
due Friday (11) at Strand, is “In Our 
Time” and Ina Ray Hutton band 
plus Three Stooges. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew's) (1.140: 55-$1.10)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) (5th wk). Holding 
up strongly, fourth week having 
ended last night (Tuesday) at $27.000. 
Third week was rousing $28,000. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4.820: 35-$1.10)— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G), Kathryn 
Grayson, Richard Himber orch, Lou 
Holtz and “Rags” Ragland (7th-final 
wk). Still doing very well, with 
blowoff appearing $50,000 or over 
Last week. big $68,000. “Song of 
| Russia’ (M-G), with Lionel Hamp- 
|} ton orch, Buck and Bubbles, Mills 
and Pops and Louie on stage, 
opens tomorrow (Thursday). 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 35-$1.25) | 
~-“‘Gung Ho” (U) (3d wk). Finished 
second round Monday night (7) at | 
particularly socko $36,000 afiei 
ing broken the house record on the 
first session at $45,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1.416; 35-85)— 
“Where Are Children?” (Mono) (4th 
wk). Continuing to draw heavily, 
this week (4th) looking $15.000 and 
holds. Last stanza, near to $19,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (1.499; 
—“Desert Song” (WB) (8th wk). 
Dropping to $14,000 or over but still 


lia 


a fair profit. while last week (7th) 
went to okay $16,500. Closes Tues- 
day night (15). with “Passage to Mar- 


seille” (WB) opening next day. 
Palace (RKO) (1.700: 35-$1.10)— 
“Three Russian Girls’ (UA). A bit 

on disappointing side but oke at $21,- 


this is probably due to fact that | standing at $102,000, 
everybody has been buying them j 7 


44-$1.25) | 


terrific strength, third week tnrough 
last night (Tuesday) bringing big 
$85.000: prior stanza (2d) was out- 
second biggest 
week any show has done here. Gil 

Lamb was forced to leave stageshow 
Sunday night (6) to return to Holly- 
wod for picture work. Calgary Bros. 
replaced. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
feJlers) (5,945: 44-$1.65)—“Jane Eyre” 
(20th) and stageshow. Having one 
of biggest weekends in 10-year his- 
tory of theatre. initial week for this 
one should hit a sock $110,000 or 
over, and holding. Last week. sev- 
enth for “Curie” (M-G), strong $95,- 
000 for terrific profit on run. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 28-65)—“Re- 


j}turn of Vampire” (Col) (2d-final 
wk). Looks around $8,000 on hold- 
over, okay, while initial seven clays 


registered close to $13,000, bic. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2.092: 75-$1.65 1— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (3d wk). Con- 
tinues at very high level, second 
week having wound up last night 
(Tuesday) at $55,000. First seven 
days soared to $64,000, one of big- 
gest weeks ever done here. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 55-$1.10)—“The 
Sullivans” (20th) and, in person, 
Martha Raye, Rosario and Antonio, 
others, constitute new show moving 
in this morning (Wednesday ). Go- 
|}ing three weeks. “The Lodger” 
(20th), Lower Basin St. airshow with 
Paul LaValle and Milton Cross. plus 
Jack Durant, Hal LeRoy and Mau- 
rice Rocco, with Laird Cregar 
brought in for windup week, finished 
stoutly at $74,000: second week, with 
Helen Forrest instead of Cregar, take 
went to great $92.000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450: 35-$1.10)— 
“What a Woman” (Col) (2d run) and 
Marion Hutton, Wesson Bros.. others. 
|} on stage. A probable $30,000 or over 
seen, fine. Last week. “Swing Fever” 
(M-G) (1st run), with Harriet Hoec- 
tor, Howard and Shelton, Louis Jore 
dan’s Tympany Five. strong $35,000. 

Strand (WB) (2.756: 35-$1.10)—~— 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB) and 
Charlie Barnet orch, plus Ella Mae 
Morse (6th-final wk). Still retaining 
excellent pace, current (6th) and 
concluding week should hit $42,000. 
Last week. immense $51,000. “In Our 
Time” (WB), with Ina Ray Hutton 
band and Three Stooges on stage, 
opens Friday (11). 

Victoria (Maurer) (720: 55-$1.10 r— 
“North Star” (RKO-Goldwyn) (14th 
wk). Should get good $12,000 and 
holds again. Last week (13th), nice 
$13,500. 


PROV. 


Providence, Feb. 8 
Loew’s State’s 
top-notcher he 


“Lost Angel” is the 
reabouts this week, 
| With Majestic’s “Desert Seng” also 
| packing them in. “North Star” is 
j}also nice on second week at RKO 
| Albee. “None Shall Escape” did a 
| sock second session after a record 
initial week at Strand. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Albee (RKO) (2,300;  30-50)— 
“North Star” (RKO) (2d wk). Nice 
$10.500 after hitting big $17,000 open- 
ing sesh. 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1.400: 30-50) 
Fantasy” (U) and “Fired 
Wife” (U) (2d run). Steady $4,000. 


Last week, “Northern Pursuit” (WB) 


| —“Flesh 
| 
} ditto 


| (2d run). 


Fay’s (Fay) (2.000: 30-50)—“Career 

| Girl” (PRC) pl vaude Health: 

id: rac all ris |$7.500. Last week. “Strange Deat 
| Hitler’ (U) and Bill McCullough 
heading stage show, satisfactory 

$7.000 

Majestic (Fay) (2,000: 230-50) 
‘Lo ger S orne as “Desert Song” (WB). Jamming this 
one to nifty $15,000. Last kx, 
“Flesh Fantasy’ (U) and “Fired 

Washington, Feb { Earle (WB) 30-90) Mira- | wife’-«U nice $13.500 

Mild weather 1s heivine g biz. cad cle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) with} Metropolitan (Snider) (3200. 36- 
grosses this week will be above nor-| vaude. Great $23,500. Last week, | 5g) ‘King of Damned” (Indi and 
mal. “Miracle of Morgan's Creek,”| “Fighting Seabees” (Rep) with Virginia Weidler heading stage sho. 


with vaude: “The Lodger.” 


with 


at Earle. 


“His Butler’s Sister’ 
third week at Keith’s. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 30-66)— 
“Lodger” (20th) with Will Osborne 
orch on stage. Looks like sturdy $23.- 
000. Last week, “Riding High” (Par) 
with vaude, better than expected at 
grand $24,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 30-66)— 
“Cry Havoc” (M-G). Fair $6,000. 
Last week, “Gang’s Here” (20th), 
good $7,400. 


| vaude, well sold for fine $22.400. 


Will Osborne’s | 
are fighting it out for top coin. | 
seems assured a| $12,000. and enough for third session. 


(RKO) (1.800; 40-65)— 
(U) (2d wk). Grand | 


Keith's 
“Butler’s Sister” 


Great $16,500 last week in six and} 
half days, Wednesday night being 
out for bond rally and “Tender Com- 
rade” (RKO) preview. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 30-55)— 
“Fichting Seabees” (Rep). Nice $7,- 
500 on moveover. Last week. “Tar- 
xan’s Desert Adventure” (RKO), 
$7.600. 

Palace (Loew) (2.242; 30-66)—*Ma- 
dame Curie” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Healthy $14,000 after earlier sessions 
of $22,000 and $20,000. 


with Ed Drew orch. Three-day run, 
satisfactory $7.000. Last week. “Darl- 
ing Clementine” (Rep) and Ed Drew 
orch. Graysons, others, on stage, nice 
$7.500 in three-day run. 


| State (Loew) (3.200: 30-50)—‘“Lost 
Angel” (M-G) and “Swing Out 
Blues” (Col). Soaring to hefty $17.- 
000 to top town. Last week. “Curie” 
(M-G) (2d wk), snappy $13,000. 
Strand (Silverman) (2.000: 30-50) 
—‘What a Woman” (Col) and 


“Racket Man” (Col). Opened Mon- 
day (7). Last week, “None Shall Es- 
cape” (Col) and “Beautiful But 
Broke” (Par) (2d wk), sock $13,000 


after record $17,000 on first stanza. 
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Wednesday, February 9, 1944 


Triumphant Greer 
Garson, Walter 
Pidgeon welcomed at 
nationwide box-offices 
after 7 big Radio City 
Music Hall weeks! 


New star, tiny Mar- 
‘garet O’Brien headed 
for fame and fortune. 
Weord-of-mouth hit 
that’s the Joy of the 
Year! 


Powerful! Big scale 


action film keeps audi- 
ences breathless with 
thrill! With Jean Pierre 
Aumont, Gene Kelly, 
Sir Cedric Hardwicke 


in great cast! 


Spencer Tracy, Irene 
Dunne set new 7-week 
Capitol N. Y. records. 
Watch this romance 
sweep America! 


World Premiere at 
State on Broadway 
launches Kay Kyser’s 
merry show to laugh- 
loving fans! 


Watch Big World Pre- 
miere at Charlotte, 
N. C. The laughs of a 
nation from best- 
seller. Robert Walker 


scores! 


THOUSAN 


CHEER. j 
( Technicolor) 


Starrific at the box- 
office and a joy to hold 
and hold! One of the 
industry’s Biggest in 
years! 


Uproarious! Wally 
Beery and Marjorie 
Main will convulse 
the nation. Sure-fire 
fun for the rationed 
public! 


Maryaret Sullavan, 
Joan Blondell, Ann 
Sothern and all-female 
cast in the grand hit 
that packed Astor, 
N. Y. 7 weeks! 


A Yank in Moscow. 
Dashing Robert 
Taylor woos Susan 
Peters and it’s a wow! 
Nashville World Pre- 


miere sensational! 


Slick William Powell 
and sleek Hedy Lamarr 
in a riotous romantic 
lark. Watch Capitol, 
N. Y. audiences shriek 
with laughter! 


De 


The company that 
made ‘‘Thousands 
Cheer’’ makes Mil- 


lions Shout Hooray! 


Terrific Technicolor 
Musical Topper! 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 9, 1914 


Pittsburgh, 

Hottest thing in town currently is 
“Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves” at | 
the Harris. 
and won't be far 
record if pace keeps up. One of the 


behind the house | 


i sands Cheer” 


It’s a four-alarm smash | 


‘Ali Baba’ Hottest Thing in Pitt. 
At $16,000; ‘North Star’ Blah 11446 


Feb. 8 


(M-G) «(2d wk). Point- 
ing to smash $13,000 after terrif $17,- 
000 first sesh. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-52)— 
i “Fired Wife’ «U) and “So’s Your 
Uncle” (U). Good $6,500 sight. 


major disappointments of season will 
pe “The North Star,” which is head- 


ing for sad total at the Penn. 
Vaughn Monroe’s band and “Tar- 
zan’s Desert Mystery” are cooking , 
with gas at the Stanley, and “Gung | 


Ho” 
second week at Fulton. 
again. 

Estimates for 

Fulton (Shea) (1.700; 30-60)— 
“Gung Ho!” (U) (2d wk). War 
thriller still a boxoffice bonfire and 
should easily ride out a third week. 
maybe more, Looks like smash 
$9,000 after spectacular $14,500 last 
week. 

Harris (Harris) (2.200; 30-60)— 
“Ali Baba” (U). Sizzled through a 
record-breaking weekend and shows 
no signs of letting up. Cinch to do at 
least $16,000, great. Stands good 
chance of going over that to top the 
house record. Last week, “Lodger” 
(20th) for three days of 
stanza. solid $2,600. 

Penn (Loew’'s-UA) (3,300: 30-60)— 
“North Star” (RKO). Little inter- 


is holding up in fine shape on 
Should stick | 


This Week 


; “Tartu” 


a Declarer,” 


second 


Last week, “Everybody Happy” (Col) 
and “Klondike Kate” (Col), $6,500. 
Strand ‘United Amusements) (750; 


35-45)—“Unknown Guest” (Mono) 
and “Women in Bondage” (Mono). 
Snappy $3.500. Last week, ‘Pistol 


(Rep) and “Whisper- 
ing Footsteps” (Rep). smart $3,000. 

Orpheum (CT) (1.100; 30-60)— 
(M-G) and “Young Ideas” 
(M-G). Big $4,500. Last week, “His- 
tory Made Night” (UA) and “Trade 
Winds” ‘UA) ‘treissues) (3d wk), 
$2.500. 

St. Denis (France- Film) (2,500; 30- 
40 )—"*Regarde Sauvage” and “Oiseau 
Rare.” Pacing average $4,000. Last 
week, “Orage’ and “Vous n’avez 
good $4,500. 


Packin’ Mama” 


‘Vanities’ Ups ‘Jingle’ 
To Lush $28,000, Cleve.; 
‘Sahara’ Lofty at 246 


Cleveland, Feb. 8. 
Biz is holding close to the great 


est in this one, and taking it right 
on the chin. Sun-Tele 
blasted the picture of course, but 
then the other crix didn’t like it 
either but for different reasons. Will 


be lucky to do $11,500, very sad for | 


this house. Last week, “Curie” 
(M-G), strong $23,000. 


Ritz (WB) (800; 30-60)—“Govern- 


(Hearst) | 


pace of last week, despite extra op- 
position currently. Loudest drum- 
beater is “Sing a Jingle.” which is 
heading for big figure witht Earl Car- 
roll’s “Vanities” at the Palace. “Sa- 
/hara” is strong at the Hipp to pace 
| straight filmers. 

Estimates for This Week 


ment Girl” (RKO) (3d wk). Move-| Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-55)— 
over. Winding at lame $2,200. Last | “Gang’s Here” (20th) (2d wk). Husky 
week. “Destination Tokyo” (WB), | $8.500 for moveover. Last week, 
fourth week downtown, nice $3,000, | “Northern Pursuit” (WB) (2d wk), 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-60)— | oke $8.000. 
“Lodger” (20th) (3d wk). Moved to Hipp Warners) (3,700; 35-55 )— 
this house after 10 days at Harris} Sahara” (Col). Bogart thriller 
znd got off to a flying start, with | grabbing great $24,000. Last week, 


excellent $3.000 or better likely. tas 
week, “What a Woman” (Col), also 
moveover, got over $1,000 in three 
days. fine. 
Staniey (WB) (3,800: 
“Tarzan’s Desert Mystery” 
and Vaughn Monroe orch. 
beat $21,000, a bit above deluxer’s 
recent average. Last week, “Aldrich 


30-75 )— 


Haunts House” (Par) plus Tommy | 
Dorsey orch, terrif $35,000. 

Warner (2,000: 30-60)— 
“Curie” (M-G) (2d wk). Moved 


from Penn, and maintaining strong | 
pace at $9.000. Last week, “Govern- | 
ment Girl” (RKO), also moveover 
from Penn, about $6,500. 


Busse Tilts ‘B’klyn’ 


To Rich $16,000, Omaha ° 


Omaha, Feb. 8. 

Despite sudden cold wave. perfect 
break in weather pushed up all at- 
tractions over the weekend for 
totals since year-end. “Lassie Come 
Home” looks headed for best total 
in history of Paramount for strict 
film bill. 


in Brooklyn” is being tilted by Henry 


Busse’s band to wham $16,000. big | 
dncrease from reccnt sessions here. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramcunt (Tristates) (3,000: 15- 
§5)—“Lassie Come Home” (M-G). 
Headed for one of biggest grosses 
this house has had, likely terrific 
$13.500. Last week, “No Time Love” 


(Par) fine $10,200. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000: 
—‘Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) with 
Henry Busse orch on stage. Smash 
$16.000 or over, best here in months. 
Last week. “Man Down Under” (M- 
G) plus George Olsen orch, thin 
$13,600. and rated disappointing. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500: 15- 
§5)—“What a Woman” (Col) and 
“Find Blackmailer’ (WB). Socko 
at $9.000. Last week. 
ance’ CWB) and “Chance Lifetime” 
(Col) (2d wk), strong $6.800. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 15-55)— 
“No Time Love” (Par). Moved from 
Paramount for second week. and | 
“Seventh Victim’ (RKO) (1st run). 
Looks like husky $8.500. Last week, 
“In Old Chicago” (20th) and “Banjo 
on Knee” (20th) (reissue), okay $6,- 
500. 


20-65) 


‘Love’ Tops Mont’l New 
Entries, Torrid $10,000 


Montreal, Feb. 8. 
“Thousands Cheer,” in second sesh 
at Loew's. is moving to another 
smash week. but *“‘No Time for Love” 
is top newcomer at the Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (2,700: 30-62)—“No 
Time Love” (Par). 
ahead. Last week, second sesh 
quaintance” (WB), hot $8,500. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-62)—“Sa- | 
Jute Marines” 
Me” (U). 
“Destroyer” (Col) and “Footlight 
Glamor’ (Col), fancy $10,000. 
Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67 )—“Thou- 


“Ac- 


(RKO) | 
Should 


best | 


At the Orpheum, “ ‘Whistling | 


“Old Acquaint- | 


Smash _ $10.000 * 


(M-G) and “She's for 
Neat $8,500. Last week. | 


i “Gang’s Here” (20th), strong $23,000. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 35-55)— 
“Northern Pursuit” (WB) (3d wk). 
| Over the line for good $3,000. Last 
|; week, “Government Girl” (RKO) (3d 
' wk), about same. 

Ohio ‘Loew’s) (1,200; 40-60)— 
“Women in Bondage” (Mono). Re- 
turning house to first-runs, war 
| yarn’s sensational ballyhoo offsetting 
crix pans for smash $10,000. Last 
week. “No Time Love” (Par) (3d 
, wk). better than most holdovers at 
$6,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700: 35-85 )—“Sing 
a Jingle’ (U) plus Earl Carroll’s 
| “Vanities” on stage. Girl show is 
| the booster, being responsible for 
| large $28.000. Last week, “Holmes 
| Faces Death” (U), with Ella Fitz- 
gerald, Inkspots, Cootie Williams 
orch on stage, gigantic $38,000, and 
cons siderably over expectations. 

ngel”’ (M-G). Margaret 
lo’ a big lure for dandy $18,000. 

Last week, “Madame Curie” (M-G) 
(2d wk), held up stoutly at $15,500. 

Stillman ‘(Loew’s) (2,700; 35-55)— 
“Curie” (M-G) (3d wk). Grand $10,- 
000 on moveover. Last week, “Woman 
{of Town” (UA), nice $7,500. 


} 


‘Desert’ $21,000, Balt 
‘Lifeboat’ 106, Both Big 


‘Whistling’ OK $12,500, 
Port.; ‘Riding’ 12G, 2d 


Ore., Feb. 8. 

Town is full of holdovers. Best 
newcomer is “Whistling in Brook- 
lyn.” which shapes as good at the 
Broadway. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (J. J. Parker) (1,900; 40- 
75)—“Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) 
and “Someone to Remember” (Rep). 
Good $12,500. Last week, “Johnny 
Come Lately’ «UA) and “Prairie 
Chickens” (UA) (2d wk), light $7,500. 

United Artists (Parker) ‘900; 40- 
75)—"“Thousands Cheer” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Fair $7,500. Last week, strong 
$9,000. 

Orpheum ‘Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 40-75)—"Riding High” (Par) 
(2d wk) and “Million Dollar Kid” 
(Mono). Strong $9,000. Last week, 
with “Gangway Tomorrow” (RKO), 
healthy $10,000. 

Paramcunt (H-E) (3,000: 40-75)— 
“Government Girl” tRKO) and 
“Klondike Kate” (Col) (2d wk). 
Husky $10,000. Last week, with 
“Swing Blues” (Col), smash $13,000. 
Oriental (H-E) (2,040; 40-75)— 
“Government Girl” (RKO) = and 
“Klondike Kate” (Col) (2d wk). Nice 
$4.500. Last week, with “Swing 
Blues” (Col), fair $6,000. 

Playhouse (H-E) (1,200: 40-75)— 
“Riding High” (Par) and “Million 
Dollar Kid” (Mono). Fairish $3,000. 
Last week. with “Gangway Tomor- 
row,” routine $3,500. 
Music Box ‘(H-F) 
“Higher Higher” 


Portland, 


(1,000; 40-75)— 
(RKO) and “Santa 
Fe Trail’ (WB) ‘treissue) (2d wk). 
Average $4,000 m.o. with “Mine- 
sweeper” (Par). first week of move- 
over, solid $6,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-H-E) (1,500; 40- 
75)—“Hostages” (Par) and “Hands 
Across Border’ (Rep). Okay $9,000. 
Last week, “Destination Tokyo” 
(WB), slow moveover at $6,500. 


‘GUNG HO’ SOCKEROO 
$17,000, SEATTLE ACE 


Seattle, Feb. 8. 

“Gung Ho” and “Butler's Sister” 
are easily standout currently, with 
“North Star” sagging badly on hold- 
over after disappointing first session 
at the Fifth Avenue. “Gung Ho” 
looks terrific at the Orpheum, to pace 
city. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse ‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800: 40-75)—“Whistling Brooklyn” 
(M-G) (2d wk). From Paramount. 
Strong $6,000. Last week, “True to 
Life” (Par) and “Tornado” (Par), 
okay $6,100 in 10 days. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 40-75) 
—‘North Star” (RKO) (2d wk). Fair 
$7,000. Last week, garnered good, 
but not all expected at $11,500. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1.650; 40-65)— 
“What a Woman” (Col) (7th wk). 
Making great run of it. Still steady 
at $6,000. Last week, very nice 
$6,500. 

Musie Box (H-E) (850: 40-75)— 
“Govt. Girl” «RKO) (3d wk). Good 
$4.500 in four days. Last week, great 
$7,900. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2.200: 40-75)— 
“Crime School” (WB) and “Girls on 
Probation” (WB) (reissue). Mild 
$6,000. Last week, “North Star”: 
(RKO), six days, modest $5,500. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600;. 40-75)— 
“Gung Ho” (U). Great $17,000 or 
over, biggest ever Gone by Universai 
film here. Last week, “Acquaintance” 
—— (2d wk), fine $14,500 in 10 
days. 


Baltimore, Feb. 8 

Good product lineup is reflecting 
itself here this week, with top figures 
being registered by “The Desert 
Song” at ‘the Stanley. and 
Russia” at Loew's Century. 
| boat” also is outstanding with real 
} coin at the small New. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17-55) | 
i; —‘Song of Russia’ (M-G). Fine 
| $17,000. Last week, “Curie” 
(2d wk). stout $15,000 to strong initial 
try at $20.800. 

Hippodrome 


(Rappaport) (2,240: 


(M-G) | 


“Song cf 
“Life- | 


| (M-G), big 


| 


| 30)—* 


17-66)—"North Star” (RKO) (2d wk) | 
plus vaude. Holding up nicely at 
$16,000 after bullish first round at 
| $21.200. 
| Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 16- 
55)—“Gung Ho” (U). Opened yes- 
(Mon.) after two and _ half 
weeks of “Butler's Sister” (U), which 
piled up smash total of $32,400 on 


run. 
Marvland 


(Hicks) (1,240; 25-50)— 


“Squadron Leader X” (RKO), Draw- 
ing average $4,000. Last week, ““Mine- 
sweeper” (Par), oke $4,600. 
Mayfair ‘Hicks) (980; 25-50)— 
“Woman of Town” (UA) (2d wk). 
| reine to good $3,500 after nice 
$4.700 first sesh. 
| New (Mechanic) (1,680; 17-55)— 


| ““Lifeboat” (20th). Booming $10,000. 


Last week. third of “Lodger” (20th), 
strong $5.900. 
Stanley (WB) (3,280: 20-60)— 


Desert Song” (WB). Top flight $21.- 
‘000. Last week. “No Time Love” 
| (Par), bangup $14,000 after fine get- 
away to $17,760. 


Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,480: 17- 
55)—“Curie” (M-G) (moveover). 
| Neat $6,000 after two previous 


rounds downstairs in Century. Last 


week, “Hara Kari” (Indie), $3,700. | 


Palomar 
“Where 
| vaude. 


(Sterling) (1,350; 30-75)— 
Are Children” (Mono) plus 
Big advertising campaign 
boosting this to good $9.500. 
week, “Hands Across Border” 
with vaude, fair $8,900. 
Paramount (H-E) (3.039: 40-75)— 
Butler's Sister Smash $15,500. 
week, “Whistling Brooklyn” 
$12.400. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 40-75)— 
(WB) (2d wk). 
Last week, “Destina- 
(WB) (5th wk), big 


(Rep) 


“Acquaintance” 
Strong $6.500. 
tion Tokyo” 
$4.600. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 15- 
Let's Face It” (Par) and “Good 
Fellows” (Par) (3d run). Good $4,- 
500. Last week, “Phantom of Opera” 
(U) and “Above Suspicion” (M-G), 
swell $5,300 on third run. 


Flesh’ $20, 000, 


N’wark; ‘Children’ 266 


Newark, Feb. 8. 

“For Whom the Bell Tolls” con- 

tinues strong at Paramount on third 

session. But “Flesh and Fantasy” at 

the Branford, and “Where Are Your 

Children,’ at Proctor’s, look stand- 
out, both in their initial weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Adams-Par) (1.950; 35-99) 
—‘Saint Meets Tiger’ (Rep) plus 
Enric Madriguera orch on stage. So- 
so $16.000 or near, probably because 
after big weeks by Jimmy Dorsey 
and Will Osborne. Last week, 
“Drums*Fu Manchu” (Rep) and Will 
Osborne orch. rousing $22,000. 

Branford (WB) (2.800: 20-90)— 
“Flesh Fantasy” (U) and “Swing 


Last | 


‘Gung Ho,’ Giant $16,500, Leads Cincy. 
~ Pix; ‘Criminal -Andrews Sis Big 286 


Time Johnny” (U). Bright $20,000. 
Last week, “Sahara” (Col) and 
“Swing Blues” (U), strong surpris- 
ing $22,000, way over hopes. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-$1.10 — 
“Where Are Children?” (Mono) and 
“Around the World” (RKO). Roar- 
ing $26,000, and likely holdover. Last 
week, “North Star” (RKO) and 
“Sultan’s Daughter” (Mono) (2d 
wk), stout $19,000. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
55-$1.25)—""Bell Tolls” (Par) (3d 
wk). Loud $20,600. Last week, sock 
$25,000, a bit over expectations. 

State ‘Loew’'s) (2.600; 35-85)— 
“Girl Crazy” (M-G) and “Jeannie” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Liquidated today 
(8) in favor of “Cry Havoc” «(M-G) 
and “Swing Fever” (M-G). Landed 
sad $10,000 in five days. Last week, 
good $17,000, and over hopes. 


Time Love’ Hot $17,000 
In K. C.; ‘Lodger’ Fancy 
‘Acquaintance’ 136 


Kansas City, Feb. 8. 

Biz at the deluxers is on the up- 
beat, with new product everywhere 
hypoing grosses. Fourth War Loan 
Drive is being exploited heavily. Top 
money is being registered by “No 
Time for Love.” at the Newman, with 
“The Lodger,’ at Esquire, Uptown 
and Fairway, day-date, a strong sec- 
ond. “Old Acquaintance.” dualed 
with “Find the Blackmailer” at the 
Orpheum, also is okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire, Uptown and _ Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2.043 and 700; 
40-60)—"The Lodger” (20th). Grand 
$15,000. Last week, “Government 
Girl” (RKO). Lusty $13,500, better 
than expectations. 

Midland (Loew's) 
“Whistling Brooklyn” 
“Tartu” (M-G). Medium  $12.000. 
Last week, “Madame Curie” (M-G) 
(2d wk), steady $14,000 after sock 
$22,000 first sesh. 

Newman (Paramount) (1.900; 40- 
60)—"No Time Love” (Par). Torrid 
$17,000. Last week, “Destination To- 
kyo” (WB) (2d wk), satisfactory 
$10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) 
“Old Acquaintance” 
Blackmailer” (WB). Fine $13.000. 
Last week, “Princess O’Rourke” 
(WB) (3d wk) with “Victory Air 
Power” (UA), nice $9,000. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2.100: 35-50) 
—‘‘Moonlight in Vermont” «(U) and 
“She’s for Me” (U) with stage revue. 


(3,500; 35-55)— 
(M-G) and 


(1.500: 40-60 )— 
(WB) and “Find 


Average $9,000. Last week. “Heat's 
On” (Col) and “So’s Your Uncle” 
(U) with vaude, snappy $10,800, 


above hopes. 


RKO SPLITS $100,000 
AMONG THEATRE AIDES 


RKO Theatres bonus of approxi- 
mately $100,000, divided among 209 
managers, assistants, zone, division, 
city managers and publicists, 


awarded at a luncheon of RKO per- | 


sonnel at the 21 Club, New York, 
last Friday (4). 
Edward L. Alperson, RKO The- 


atres general manager, in announc- 


ing approval of the bonus by the 
Treasury Department. said that 
; among those qualifying for the 
bonus awards are RKO employees 
who were with the company when 
the bonuses were earned and who 


are now in the U. S. armed forces. 


H’wood High to Police 
. Squealing Sinatra Fans 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


Hollywood High School student 
body has volunteered to silence the 
squeals of the bobbysox chorus, 
prevalent in nearby theatres where 
Frank Sinatra warbles the 
screen. School group has informed 


local film house operators that the 
squealing is a blot on the 
cheon of dear old H. H. S.. and 
steps will be taken to chasten 
over-zealous swoon rooting. 

Operators report numerous de- 
mands for refunds by adult custom- 
ers who objected to juvenile antics 
during the filming of “Higher and 
Higher,” RKO pic in which Sinatra 
is starred. 


Rudy Wins His P 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Republic upped Rudy Abel from 
production assistant to producer 
after five years on the lot. 
First chore will be.“The Gir] Who 
Dared,” based on the mystery novel 
“Blood on Her Shoe.” 


escut- 
that 
the 


Cincinnati, Feb. 8. 

All screen sanctums are hanging 
up winning figures, upping the gen- 
eral score over last week. Two first. 
runs are on top, “Gung Ho,” terrific 
at the Palace, and far in front of 
“Cry Havoc,” which is also strong 
at the Grand. Four holdovers are 
solid. Andrews Sisters heading stage 
show with “Dr. Gillespie's Crimi 
Case” at the combo Albee, are lifting 
biz to a high level. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,100: 44-85)—‘"Dr. 
Gillespie’s Criminal Case” (M-G) 
and Andrews Sisters, others on 
Stage. Andrews combo the magnet 
for a lofty $28,000. Last week, 
“T.odger” (20th) end Harry Howard's 
“Hollywood Pin-Up Girls” unit, dis- 
appointing $19,000 despite good 
notices. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 35-65)— 
“Curie” (M-G) (2d wk). Strong 
$9,500. Last week sock $15,000. Holds 
again. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 25-35)— 
“Aldrich Haunts House” (Par) and 
“Blazing Frontier” (PRC) split with 
“Submarine Base” (PRC) and “Cali- 
fornia Joe” (Rep). Good $2,400. 
Same last week on “Vi ‘ilantes Ride” 
(Rep) and “Underdog” (Rep) divided 
with “Minesweeper’ (Par) and 
“Chan Secret Service” (Mono), 

Grand (RKO) (1,450; 35-55)—-"Cry 
Havoc” (M-G). Solid $10,000. Last 
week, “No Time Love” (Par) (3d 
wk), hefty $6,500. 

Keith’s (United) (1.500; 35-65)— 
“Government Giri” (RKO). Second 
switch for third sesh on main line. 
Nice $5,500. Last week, “Three Rus- 
sian Girls” (UA), dull $4,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-65)—‘“No 
Time Love” (Par). Moveover from 
Grand for fourth downtown week. 
Fine $6,000. Last wéck, “Destination 
Tokyo” (WB) (4th wk). nice $5.800. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600; 35-65)— 
“Gung Ho” (U). Terrif $16.500. Last 
week, “Desert Song” (WB), wham 
$15,000. 

Shubert (RKO) = (2,100: 
“Desert Song” (WB). Moveover, 
okay $5,500. Ditto last week on 
“Government Girl’ (RKO), (2d 
run), 


WESHNER ENLISTED BY 
FILM BIZ’S P.A. BODY 


Skip Weshner and his recently or- 
ganized publicity office have been 
engaged by the industry’s Public Re- 
lations Committee (eastern division) 
to give proper institutional publicity 
to the film business’ motion pictures 
supplied gratis to U. S. armed forces, 


35-65 )— 


Committee consisting of Albert 
Deane, Glen Allvine, Paul Lazarus 
and David Lipton, named by the 


PRC, to look into the advisability of 
informing the public regarding the 
gift films sent to hundreds of Army, 
Navy and Marine posts by the pic- 
ture industry, selected the Weshner 
office. 

Absence of authentic publicity and 
in many instances, hardly any pub- 
licity about this comprehensive gratis 
service to American troops prompted 
the PRC to establish this setup. Also 
felt that the public’s erroneous im- 
pression about old films for overseas 
should be rectified. 


No Time on His Hands 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

Martin Mooney, producer at PRC, 
draws an additional job as super- 
visor of the company’s advertising 
and publicity. 

Meanwhile, Mooney is under con- 
tract to produce four pictures a year 
and collaborate on their scripts. 


Crooker Upped at M-G 


Herbert Crooker succeeds Lou 
Smith as eastern publicity manager 
for Metro at the homeoffice under 
Howard Dietz. Smith recently re- 
signed with plans to go into the pro- 
duction end, 

With Warners 12 years, Crooker 
joined the Metro publicity depart- 
ment during the past year on general 
pub work. 


BERGMAN’S FREE FEED 


Maurice Bergman, Universal’s 
eastern ad-publicity chief, will be 
honor guest at the AMPA luncheon 
meeting Feb. 24 at the Astor’ hotel, 
N. Y. He-will speak on “What Has 
Happened to Advertising in the 
Theatre.” 

Outstanding exhibitor leaders in 
metropolitan N. Y. will sit on the 
dais with James V. Zabin, Cinema 


,| Circuit executive and AMPA vy. p. 


who will be toastmaster. 
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‘Comrade’-Unit Wow $35,000, Frisco: Fail to Slow L. A.; ‘Lifeboat’ 


—‘Miracle - Morgan’s Creek” (Par) 


d “Hands Across Border” (Rep). | 
D t Lo d31G Bki NSH 23G for terrific $37,000 Last | Sol T N Bi 2500 
reek, “What a Woman” (Col) al 
QSert LOUG D KIVA ZOU woman ana e lop New katry, big $62,900 In | 


, good 
$18,000. 


San Francisco, Feb. 8. + Strand (WB) (2,952: 35-75-$1.10)— ‘ ) ° 
4 “Tender Comrade” with stage unit Ke City Gr “Bell Tolls’ (Par) (3d wk). Excel- 4 S ot e p { L d ASG H 0 3 
> es at the Golden Gate is pacing the city y OSSES — $16,000. Last week, sturdy $27,- D 5, eser oll ) Ve in 
currently. “Desert Song” is top 
straight filmer at the Fox. “Where oe a Gross ‘ + Los Angeles, Feb. 8. oP 
Are Your Children” with vaude at + + $2,968,900 ‘ Despite the fact that there is only 
= tye (Based on 25 cities, 197 thea- Broadway Grosses one new top feature opening locally 4 : 
the Wariield also is strong. tres, chiefly first runs, including gen 
Estimates for This Week N. Y.) this Week, 
} Fox (FWC) (5,000; 55-75)—“Desert | Total Gross Same Week | Estimated Total Gross biz continues sturdy with prospects 
Song” (WB) and “Aldrich, Boy Last Year.. trees $2,685,900 71 f PHILLY | This Week............ $588,000 of strong week near recent high to- 
Scout” (Par) strong $31,000. Last | (Based on 26 cities, 181 theatres) ? = 
0 Ti 7 B Philadelphia, Feb. 8. $462,600 and Wilshire. 
| pap ur imc” ea ees, Tommy Dorsey’s band plus (Based on is theatres) Steinbeck opus is heading for he:ty | 
$29,500. “Doughboys in Ireland” are striking in the four spots. 
: Paramount (FWC) (2,470; 55-73 \— - 18G Fach Top Buff.: a bonanza at the Earle this week Still drawing big money is “Des- } 
“Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) and | with indications pointing toward) ‘Land’ -Mclntyre Plus ert Song.” with an estimated $45,000 
“Cross Lorraine” (M-G). Good $23,- ‘ °*y Dorsey breaking house record his | for second session in three Warner F 
000. Last week, “Happy Land” ong ussila , band set here last year. Also regis- | B F 16, 000, houses. Third week of “His Butler's ; 
(20th) and “Hands Across Border” tering in upper brackets is “Desert | urnette at Sister” is landing a great $31,500 in 
(Rep), slumped below early esti- Song at Mastbaum, only other new | two spots, RKO Hillstreet and Pan- 
ates its 23,500. es S| fiin aking its tages. “Fighti 2aBees” looks 
mates to hit about $23,500 with Tame” at the ing its bow downtown Indpls.; ‘Love’ Big 126 Fighting Seals 
St. Francis (FWC) (1,475; 55-75)— | Buffalo, and “Fighting SeaBees.” at 
“Happy Land” (20th) and “Hands | Century, pacemakers. “Song of Rus- Estimates for This Week Indianapolis, Feb. 8. 
Across Border” (Rep). Nice $15,000. | sia” also is solid at Great Lakes. Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-75)—“Cry| Aided by prolonged = spell of | looks only neat $29,000 in three the- : 
Last week, “Destination Tokyo” | Estimates for This Week Havoc” (M-G) (2d wk). Sloughing! spring-like weather biz continues on| atres. “Song of Bernadette” eetainad 
(WB), stout $16,500. | Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-65)—“In | Off to $10,500, still okay after neat! nots. | seve reek ar , ire! 
upswing at most deluxe spots.| seven weeks at Carthay Circle 
« Warfield (FWC) (2,650; 55-75)—| Our Time” (WB). Lively $18,000. | $15,200 for opener. te, i ” ae 4 _,; Wednesday (9) night and moves into 
“Where Are Children” (Mono) and | | Last week, “Cry Havoc” (M-G) and Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-75)— | Happy Land, going big with Hal 'the Four Star. The run continues at 
staze show “Laff Follies” with Rex | “Murder Times Square” (Col), ditto. | “Destination Tokyo” (WB) (2d run) McIntyre’s band and Smiley Burn- | ine United Artists } 
ctor Dale Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000: 35-65 on the stage at the Circle, and | 
Webber, Hector and his Pals, Florio; %! (snea) 00: 35-65) | Jap atrocity story keying interest) “ har Estimates for This Week 
and Esterita, others. Smash $30,000. | Song of and “Doc- | to this one, bright $8,000. Last week. | the strat | Carthay Circle (F we a5 
Last week. “Sultan's Daughter” | tors Strange Case” (Col). Good | “Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G), dismal 
(Mono) with stage show “Arabian $13,000. Last week, “Gang’s Here” | $3,800. st the Pndisna. Song Bernadette” = (20th) 
Nights,” slow $22,500. solid $12,000. Bold (WB) (2.500: 35-73) | Estimates for This Week att days 
: (Shea) (2,100: 35-65)—“Cr 3-19) — alter nice $6, for six eek. 
State (FWC) (2,160; 55-75)—"No | (Shea) (2.100; 35-65) Cry | «Madame Curie” (M-G) (3d wk).| Clrele (Katz-Dolle) (2.800; 40-65)| Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2.034; 45- 
Time Love” and “Good Fellows,” | Square” (Col) (2d wk). R d $8. Despite loss of Friday night, when, Happy Land” (20th) with Hal Mc- | 99)_“Lifeboat” (20th) and. “Ghost 
| house sold out for bond preem tyre orch, Smiley Burnette, others, Walks Alone” (Col) Stout $15.500 
run here. Good $15,500. Last week (reissue) and “Here Faun z é: “Jane Eyre” (20th ) Garson starrer on stage. Swell $16,000, best since Last week “Hye iF i” (20t1 te e 
“Lassie Come Home” (M-G) and) (Rep), fine $8,500. heads for potent $22,500. Last week,| Ptice hike with credit to both film | “Beautiful But Broke” (Col), $10.300, ; 
‘Young Ideas” (M-G), so-so $13,500.| Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 35-65)— | $24,800. bey Dewntown (WB) (1,800; 45-90 )— 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 55-75) | “Where Are Children?” (Mono) and Earle (WB) = (2,760; 35-85)— oke $9 ann ver ornado” (Par), ‘Desert Song” (WB) (2d wk). Solid 
— Tender Comrade” (RKO) with| “Spotlight Scandals” (Mono) (2d | “Doughboys Ireland” (Col) with a (Katz-Dolle) (3.300: 30-50 $20.000. Last week, great $22,400. 
Harry Howard's stage show, “Gay | wk). Still strong at $11,000 on hold- | Tommy Dorsey orch on stage. Indi- ON -) and “Mii _Feyptian- (F-WC) (1,535; 45-90 
Nighties.” Socko $35,000. Last; over. Last week, smash $19,000. cations are that Dorsey and $12.000. Higher Higher” (RKO) and “Klon- 
week, “Ghost Ship” (RKO) plus) Century (Ind) (3,000; 35-65 )— Krupa-augmented band will smash at 512,000. | dike Kate” (Col) (2d wk). Okay $6,- 
George White's “Scandals” unit, “Fighting SeaBees” (Rep) and “Hoo- | house record with torrid $48,000. and 500. Last week, stout $10,000, 
moderate $25,000. | sier Holiday” (Rep). Bettering aj] Present record also is held bw 7.1 See Me” (U), terrific $15,000. Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 45-75)— 
Ofph B | rousing $18,000. Last week, “Tarzan’s | Dorsey. Last week. “Swingtime Keith’s (Indie) (1,200; 30-55)— | “Happy Land” (20th) and “Beautiful 
75 ene SI 4 gee aoe 60. | Desert Mystery” (RKO) and “Ad- Johnny” (U) with Vaughn Monroe “Lisbon Clipper Mystery” (Indie) | But Broke” (Col), Light $3.500. Last 
bi om ral scape” (Col) (2d) ventures Rookie” (RKO), bright | orch. nice $27,000. plus D’Artega orch on stage. Sturdy} week, “Ali Baba” (U) and “Sing a 
a1 $15,000. Last week, | $12,500. Fox (WB) (2.245: 35-73)—“Riding | 32:200 in four-day run. |Last, week, | Jingle” (U), okay $4,700. 
‘| High” (Par) (2d wk) Fairish $15.- Fair” (Rep) and vaude, fair Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 40-85 )—“Re- 
Jnited Artists (Blumenfeld) (1.- 000. heele af stros €91 900 tne | 92000. turn of Vampire” (Col) and “Doc- 4 
(th a Woman” (Col) | Miracle Boff $37,000, initial woek Loew's (Loew's) (2,450; 30-50)— | tor’s Strangest Case” (Col) (2d wk). 
(6th wk). Bang-up $11,000 for this | Karlt Geldman) .9 __| “Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) _and/| Fine $7,000, Last week, excellent $7,- 3 
little house. Last week, robust | Eas n Winner “What |“Something About Soldier” (Col). | 700. 
3 $11,500. y y Bangup $9,000. Last week. “Gans’s| Lcpid $8,500. Last week, “Madame Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 45-90)— 
Brooklyn, Fe Here” (20th). fine $ . 5° | Curie” (M-G) (2d wk), fine $9,500. | “Desert Song” (WB) (2d wk). Ro- 
ooklyn, Feb. 8. re 20th), fine $6,700 second run. | 
‘ Booming biz at two downtown de- Keith’s (Goldman) (2.220: 35-75)—| Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 30-50) age $20,600, 
luxers, Fabian Paramount rith | “Cross Lorraine” (2d |—“Ali Baba” (0): and “Ghe's ) £2,200; 
Desert Song Sockeroo “Miracle of Creek” Fairish $4800. Last. sGov't Me” (U). Average $4,500 on move- | 45-90)— “Higher Higher” (RKO) and 
295 | Loew's Metropolitan with “Madame} Girl” (RKO), bright $7,000 second | Last week, “North Star” | 
$ ’ 00, 2 Denver Spots — fofmer being way out in oe lila dail oa ii | (RKO), also moveover, about same. | $20.900. 000. Last week, golden 
Denver, Feb. 8. Estimates for This Week “Desert Song” (WB). aie '$38,- | Orpheum (D'town) (2,200; 40-75) 
“Desert Song” is having no trouble Albee (RKO) (3,274: 35-75)—| 000 plus fine $4,500 for one-day, Sun- CHAS. COHEN WITH 20TH 
in grabbing top coin currently, day- | “Butler's Sister” (U) and “Rockies| day stand at Earle. Last week, Charles Cohen, who resigned as | 4¢ 000 “Tl ast week. “Ali Baba” (UD 
- 3 in Burma” (RKO). Opens today} “North Star” (RKO) - satisfactory special tradepaper contact at Loew’s | and “Sing Jingle” (U ). hefty $14.500. 


date at the Denve esquire, “N 
Esquire, “No | (Tues.). Last week. “Government | $16,800 for second week. _homeoffice last week, has joined Hal Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 45-90)— 
ime For Love,” in third week at the! Girl” (RKO) and “Spider Woman”; Stanley (WB) (2,815;  35-75)—/Horne’s publicity staff at 20th-Fox | “Butler's Sister” (U) "(3d wk) and 


i Denham, ran almost even th | (U), fair $18,000. “Fighting SeaBees” (Rep) (2d wk). ! as featur miter “a. pees ” , > 
j é with g seabee: ep 2d wk). | as feature writer. fas giv Ganew: ‘row” ) Exe 
second stanza, and holds over again,| Fex (Fabian) (4,023; 35-15 )—“Des- | Brisk $19,500. First week was $26,-| cellent $14 000. "Last week nitt 
“North Star” is rated sturdy at Or-| tination Tokyo” (WB) and “Girl; 700 plus hefty $4,200 for Sabbath | rit ’ — 500 with “So’s Your Uncle’ (U). 
pheum. | Monterey” (PRC) (2d wk). Splendid | showing at Earle. eae A | Paramount (F&M) (3,389: 45-90 )— 
Estimates for This Week | $26.000. ¥- week, socko $33,000. | Stanton (WB) (1.475: 35-75)—} . He had been tradepaper contact | “Fighting SeaBees” (Rep) and “Casas 
: ia aie Metropolitan (Loew's) (3,618: 35-| “Jack London” (UA) (2d wk). Sur- for several years, also doing feature | ‘a Burlesque” (R 2d wk’. Big 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB). after|. Curie” (M-G). Nifty $29,000.| prising $12.500 after house record- | writing. radio dramatizations _and | $94500. Last week, “SeaBecs” solo 
week it each Denver. Hequire. Last week. “Cry Havoc” (M-G) and | breaker of $15,500 opening week. | wrote for Lion’s Roar. jon weekend, tremendous $34,000 and 
Rugged $7,000. Last week, “Lodger” [pew house for pice 

(20th) and “Sing Jingle” (U), from | tures on Sun. (Jan. 30). 


Denver and Esquire, nice $6,000 T | Paramount Hollywood (F&M 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040: 30-65 )— A BO OFFICE J Ay | 451: 45-90) = : Fighting ScaB eS 
“Whistling Brooklyn”) (M-G) and | L | (Rep) 


“Cross Lorraine’ (M-G), after week hefty $14.300 
“Coastal Command” (RKO), from The number of different pictures which are cur- and looks smash in Seattle. It’s sock on holdovers in | and A pet il Tomc r al “RKO 
750: 30-60) ‘rently coining money keynotes the film picture this Wash... Chi, Balto and L. A., last showing being great Big $17.500. Last werk. excell nt 
“No Time (3d wk and week. Therg are upwards of 24 teatures at present $18,500 with “So's Your rhs. 
OKYO vhich rates excellent $42.000 for sixth | especially considering bot 
Scout (Par) Nice clicking in keys covered by “Variety.” Fresh entries N. ¥. frame. continu Chi Monday night (Jan. 31) cut into total 
Time Bone” ar) Ane $1400 “Jane Eyre” (20th), “Lost Angel” (M-G), “In Our and Brooklyn. “Woman” is sock in Omaha and bangup Ritz (F-WC) (1,372; 4 
Denver (Fox) (2.525: 30-63) — Time” (WB) and “Song of Russia” (M-G), all looking on extended showMmgs in Frisco and Philadefphia. “Higher Highet 
“Desert Song’ (WB) and “Whisper- stout to smash, In addition, the long string of pictures “Children” still is racking strong biz where just open- 
ing Footsteps’ (Rep). Day-date with , either sock or in the money includes “Lifeboat” (20th), ing, this including $26,000 in Newark and sock State (Leew'ssWC) (2 204 90) - 
Esquire. Dandy $18,000. Last week, | “Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par), “Tender Comrade” $30,000 in Frisco with vaude. “Ali Baba” is listed as “Lifeboat” (20th) and “Ghos t “Wi ks 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB), also at’ (RKO), “Gung Ho” (U), “Fighting SeaBees” (Rep), hottest thing in Pittsburgh with ‘great $16,000, a new Alone” ‘Col. Giant $28.500. +i 4 
Esquire,” good $13,000. “Riding High” (Par), “Butler’s Sister” (U), “What a record. grind helping. "Last week “Ha 
ee (Fox) na “Whist ~ Woman” (Col), “Destination Tokyo” (WB), “Where “Bernadette.” still getting big coin in two L, A, | Land” (20th) and “Beautiful But 
Are Children?” (Mono), “Ali Baba” “Song of spots, looks high $55.000. second N. Y.. week. “Love” Broke” (Col). $18,300. 
Denver. Big $4,500. Last week. Bernadette” (20th ), “No Time for Love” (Par), “Desert looks dandy in Indianapolis, tops in Minneapolis, te 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB), also at Song” (WB), “Whistling in Brooklyn” (M-G). “Heat's torrid $17,000 to lead K. C., sock in Montreal and solid a Mg rate onal Ba 
Denver, good $4.000. On” (Col). “Thousands Cheer” (M-G). “North Star’ $55,000 in Chi wita vaude. “Whistling” looks smash $12 500 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 30-65) (RKO), “The Lodger” (20th), “Madame Curie” (M-G) $16,000 in Omaha with band. “Heat's On” shapes stout Sateen (F-WC) (1.715 15-90 »— 
“North Star’ (RKO) and “This Is and “Flesh & Fantasy” (U). in Louisville d Boston. latter with band “Lifeboat” (20th) and “Ghost Walks | . 
Washington” (RKO). Grand $15,000. “Jane Eyre” looks terrif $110,000 on preem at N. Y. “Desert Song.” still rousing in several holdover! Alone” (Col). Stout $8.500. Last 
Last week, “Whistling | Brooklyn Musie Hall. “Angel” is pacing Providence with hefty spots, rates nifty $15,000 in Prov.. strong $31,000 in | week, “Happy Land” (20th) and ' } 
(M-G) and “Cross Lorraine” (M-G), ¢17 999 and is dandy $18,000, Cleveland. “In Our Tin e” Frisco and wham $42,500. in Philly, being top filmer | “Beautiful But Broke” (Col). sad 1 | 
(Fox) (2.200; 30-50) is sharing top coin laurels in Buffalo at lively $18,000. both places. It's giant $48.000 fox second sesh in three 996 
“Heat's On” (Col) and “Uncensored” “Song Russia,” next attraction at Capitol, N. Y.. is fine L. A. spots and leads both Balto and Denver. “Flesh” “Litehoat™ ‘aay a x Sera wale Be 
(20th). Trim $8,000. Last week. $17,000 in Baltimore and splendid $13,000 in Louisville looms bright $20,000 in Newark and smash on move- Al Solid $10,000 
“Mad Ghoul” (U) and “Son of “Lifeboat,” did a strong $27,000 on fourth N. Y. over in Detroit “Cheer” is topping Montreal in second | week. “Happy “Land” 20th) and F 
? Dracula” (U), good $7,500. . frame, is pacing Detroit at sock $37,000, is booming in frame and is solid in sixth Det. week. “Beautiful But Broke” (Col), okay 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 30-65)—“Where Balto and topper in L. A.. with rousing $62.500 in four “Lodger.” with stout $74.000 for third N. Y. round, $6,500. : 
Are Children” (Mono), after w eek at houses. “Miracle,” at a smash $85,000 for third sesh rates grand $15.000 in K. C., sturdy $23,000 in Wash. Wiltern (WB) (2,500; 45-90 )}—*Des- 
| Paramount, and “Sing a org <7 at N. Y. Paramount, is great $23.500 in Washington with band, and fine in Chi and on Louisville m.o. | ert Song” (WB) (2d wk). Robust 
What with vaude and huge $37,000 to lead Brooklyn. “Curie.” now mostly holdover, remains healthy to | 312,000. Last week, husky $17,000. 
( ), vi rey. Esquire. Aladdin . unit and stout in Det. second week. ash., Chi (third sesh), and robust $29,000, Brooklyn. atti 
bat a oe en “Gung Ho,” doing socko $36,000 in second N. Y. “North Star” looks grand $13.000 in Denver and solid Rawson Quitting D.O.S.? q 
. sesh after new record on first week at Criterion, is in Minneanolis, Balto and Proy. Unconfirmed reports are that Mit- 
pacemaker in Seattle and Cincinnati, being wow Other standout moneymakers include “Lassie Come chell Rawson may resign as publice 
FREE FEED FOR LOLLY $16.500 in Cincy and terrif $17,000 in former. Also Home” (M-G) in Omaha; “Gang’s Here” (20th), in Chi, | ity head for David O. Selznick. He 
Associated Motion Picture Adver- smash on Pitt. second round. “SeaBees” is continuing Minneapolis and Cleve.; “Jack London” (UA), in) was formerly eastern publicity chief ‘ti 
tisers will host Louella Parsons at its winning ways with sjrong second stanzas in Philly Philly; “None Shall Escape” (Col), in Frisco, Prov.; for Warners under Mort Blumen- “4 
a luncheon Monday (14) at N. Y.s and L. A., bright $17,000 for third Chicago week and “Happy Land” (20th). in Indianapolis, Frisco: “Women | stock. : 
Waldorf-Astoria hotel. tied for laurels in Buffalo at big $18.000. “Riding High” in Bondage” (Mono). in Cleve.. smash $10,000; “Sahara” Rawson is understood likely to join 
Several hundred industry reps ex- | shapes best in Portland, Ore. “Butler's Sister.” on re- (Col), in Cleve.. “Cry Havoc” (M-G), in Cincy, and| a major distributor if leaving 17 
pected to attend. lease some time. now, currently is pacing Louisville “Higher and Higher” (RKO), in Det. Th & SB. Bl 
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CONSTANCE 
DOWLING 
Released through RKO Radio Pictures, Inc. 
Directed by Elliott Nugent - Associate Producer Don Hartman PLUS Tht GOLDWYN GIRL 
Original Screen Play by Don Hartman, Allen Boretz and Robert Pirosh | y/ 
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w face “_ynfamiliar © the fans By the time the P 
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Wednesday, February 9, 1944 


100 EXHIBITORS! 


THEY will be honored throughout the industry and their names will 
be famous in the trade press! 


THEY will be given a free trip to Washington with all expenses paid. 


THEY will be named to the Industry’s Executive Advisory Committee _ 


of the 5th War Loan. 


THEY will receive a personal letter of congratulation from the Secretary 
of the Treasury and will be presented with a tribute scroll, an honorary 
medallion and other awards. 


THEY will be featured in the Official Report of the industry to the 
nation on the 4th War Loan; and they and their staffs will wear a special 
“E” lapel button from the Treasury Department. 


THEY will be honored in their home states and in their — with 
important dignitaries present! 


THEY are the industry’s patriotic showmen who from Jan. 1st through 
Jan. 29th sell the most “E” Bonds in ratio to their seating capacity. 


NOT TOO LATE AMONG THE 


HONORED HUNDRED! 


War Activities Committee of the Motion Picture Industry, 1501 Broadway, New York City 


— 


| we pouctt 
| x x | 
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one for each of the theatres in Na- 
tional Theatres. 

National Theatres has purchased 
$6,000,000 in bonds while 20th-Fox 
has purchased $6,000,000 in bonds, 
including $100,000 for the Roxy the- 
atre, 20th showcase in New York. 
The Roxy Theatre Corp. additionally 
purchased $150,000 in bonds for its 
own account. 

Total bond purchases made by 
20th-Fox, National Theatres Corp. 
and their subsidiaries total $12,- 
150,000. 

First use of radio by the film in- 
dustry for the direct sale of war 
bonds is planned tonight (Wed.) over 
a coast-to-coast hookup over the 
Blue network. 
gram starting at 9:30 p.m. eastern 
war time, emanating in Hollywood, 
with top star participation which is 
to be carried over 170 network sta- 
tions and rebroadcast to theatre 
audiences throughout the nation 
through theatre sound equipment. 

Those scheduled to appear on the 
program include Paul Muni, Thomas 
Mitchell, Faye Holden, Martha 
Scott, Robert Young and Lucille 
Watson. Arch Oboler wrote the 
script. 

Radio 

Coca-Cola has turned over its time 
on the network to the Fourth War 
Loan drive. The program, arranged 
by the U. S. Treasury Dept. in recog- 
nition of the film industry’s con- 
tribution to the Fourth War Loan 
drive, has been planned so that a 
15-minute portion of the show will 
be specifically suitable for pickup 
over theatre p.a. systems. 

Theatres have been contacted by 
state exhibitor chairmen 
recommendation that exhibs | 
bonds to patrons during this broad- 
cast. 

Meantime, the Junior Home Front 
Hero tieup between the American 
Legion and motion picture theatres 
is proving highly successful, accord- 
ing to reports received at picture 
campaign headquarters for the drive 
in New York. 

Philadelphia, where the idea orig- 
inated, is leading the country in the 
enlistment of schoolchildren as bond 
salesmen. 

W. C. Smalley, president and gen- 
eral manager of Smalley Theatres, 
Inc., reports that in half of the 
chain’s houses a “free movie week” 
instead of a “free movie day” is be- 
ing used as a means of spurring 
bond sales. Anyone buying a bond 
is admitted to these Smalley the- 
atres free for any picture during the 


week's” run. This, according to | 
Smalley, is going over much better | 
than the free movie day and in some 
instances. gets better results than | 
bond preems. Single day bond | 
preems are also being staged in 
Smalley theatres. 
Tieups 


Bernie Wolf, Los Angeles branch 
manager for National Screen Serv- | 
icé, held a private bond preem. He | 
secured the Warner exchange screen | 
room in L. A., got a feature picture 
and sold 80 screening room seats for 
bond purchases. He had sold 


over | 


$6,000 in bonds for the preem last | 
Tuesday (1). | 

Betty Margarido, manager of the | 
Forest Hills theatre, Long Island, 


N. Y., was the first woman manager 
to turn in a bond-for-every-seat hit. 
With theatre seating capacity of 934 
Miss Margarido sold 1,359 bonds up 
to Jan. 25. 

James B. Zabin, general manager 
of the Cinema Circuit, New York, | 
reports that bond sales for this cir- | 
cuit are 700° ahead of sale during | 
the Third War Loan drive during the 
Same period. 


Philly’s Bond Preems 
Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 
Approximately 150 bond premieres 


are being held in the Philly terri- | 

tory, according to David Barrist, 

area exhibitor chairman. 
Spearheading the drive are two, 


preems at downtown deluxers. “Jane 
Eyre” at the Boyd theatre last Fri- 
day (4) netted bond sales of $3,557,- | 
000. 

Another premiere is skedded for | 
Feb. 15 with “Gung Ho.” Although) 
the house was scaled for a sale of| 
$1,297,000 worth of bonds, the po- | 
lice department sponsors have al-| 
Teady peddiled $3,500,000 worth of, 
ducats, most of the purchasers turn- | 
ing the tix back for resale. 


Ist June Bond Preem 
Minneapolis, Feb. 8. | 
First children’s war bond movie) 


Film Biz War Financing 


Continued from page 4 


It’s a 25-minute pro- |’ 


with the |, 


| Corvallis, 
| all block leaders with a military par- 


| sales 


and Boy Scouts. 


Admission was confined to young- 
sters and was only by purchase of a 
bond, 


Big Bond Sale 


Oakland, Feb. 4. 

Frank Burhans, manager of Para- 
mount theatre, set a record in War 
Bond sales, got a page one spread in 
the city’s afternoon daily with pic- 
tures and story, and chalked up the 
most impressive film premiere of 
the East bay area this week. 

With seating capacity of 2,900, 
Burhans sold 2,900 bonds. After the 
house was filled ushers and assistant 
managers sold an additional 1,684 
bonds to the audience. 


$279,625 Bonds An Hour 


Harrisburg, Pa., Feb. 8. 

Staging a whirlwind campaign in 
connection with the Dauphin 
County motion picture industry's 
part in the Fourth War Loan, Leslie 
Brooks and Edgar Buchanan, Co- 
lumbia players, sold $279,625 worth 
of War Bonds in an hour’s time. 


Seattle's $1,288,110 


Seattle, Feb. 8. 

Joe Rosenfield, city chairman for 
theatre bond premieres, held Feb. 3 
with the co-op of all downtown first 
run houses, reports 12,057 tickets 
issued for individual bond pur- 
chases for total of $1,288,110. 

Overflow crowds at the 11 p.m. 
show at the Fifth Avenue, Palomar 
and Orpheum theatres were accom- 
modated at the Paramount theatre, 
which was opened when the lines 
formed at the other houses. 


| Honored Bondsmen 


Continued from page 4 


show. Rotary and American Legion 
tieup for house-to-house roundup. 
Harry S. King, Sequoia, Mill 
Valley, Cal. Cooperation of local 
merchants and army bases with par- 
ades led by high school band and 


students. 
Harry M. Rooda, Calumet, Ham- 
mond, Ind. Issues five monthly 


passes to purchasers of $50 bonds. 
Also giving $50 bond buyers a chance 
to win a bond in a contest. 

Arthur Groom, Loew’s State, Mem- 
phis. Women’s defense organizations 
enlisted in drive. Arranged with 
plants to have their payroll deduc- 
tion systems work out of theatre. 

Charles D. Whiteside, Whiteside, 
Ore. Secured support of 
ade including.school band. Free 
passes to best salesmen. 

James E. Tibbets, Loew’s State, 
Boston. 
talks by local war heroes. 

Arthur Lane, Stadium, 
Island, N. Y. Tied in with 
for a block-to-block canvass. 
barometers 


CDVO 


enlisted 
defense plants. 


Walter A. Young, Lyric, Hones- 
| dale. Pa. Enlisted aid of school chil- 
| dren and Jr. Commandos for can- 
vassing. 


S. H. Rich, Rich, Montpelier, Ida. 
Arranging for free passes through- 
out the entire drive for a bond. Has 
enlisted all local organizations for a 
canvass of farms. 

Don E. Wilson, Roxy, Holbrook, 
Ariz. Using theatre seat-chart, with 
bond buyers writing in name of 
service men. 

W. P. Neal, State, Tallahassee, Fla. 
Lobby displays with lady attendants 
at all times. Enlisted aid of nearby 
army camps for service shows. 

Ww. W. Cooley, 
Got aid of all local clubs. Special 
juve matinees and preems arranged. 


W. Lee Byers, Ritz. Clarksburg, 
Va. Terrific radio campaign 
with stage appearances of heroes 
from Guadalcanal and _ house-to- 


house canvass by these men, 

R. C. Glassman, Orpheum, Ogden, 
Utah. Cooperation of service clubs 
and women's auxiliaries. Also 
secured aid of local plants on pay- 


| roll plan crediting theatre as issuing 


agent. 
Carter S. Troyer, State, Bottineau, 


N. D. Already sold 117% of theatre 
Using newspaper and | 


for premier. 
direct mail for bond selling hypo. 

Wayne Patterson, Reel. Hobbs, 
N. M. Concentrated and effective 
use of theatre seat-chart. 

Norman E. Rowe, Plaza, Windsor, 
Conn. Using local air raid wardens 
Also secured sup- 
port of local newspapers. 

Glenn D. Heinrich, Regent, Roch- 


Egyptian, Seattle. 


| many 


| 


| 


| 
| 


Premiere held anywhere drew an ester, N. Y. Bond rally consisting | 
Overflow crowd to Century theatre.|of a band competition among high | 


Defense. plant roundup with | that 
| directors 


Staten proved by the Ministry of Education. | 


| up as chief. 


school orchestras with bonds as 
votes for the winner. 

C. J. Russell, Jr, Bangor O. H., 
Bangor Me. Contacted bank brokers, 
stores and manufacturing plants for 
huge rally. Boy Scout competition 
for best bond salesman rating. 

Bernard Gonder, Grand, Friends- 
ville, Md. Personal contacts getting 
excellent results. 

Tom Brennan, Fox, Laramie, Wyo. 
Armchair strategist contest on when 
the war will end. Purchase of bond 
allows guesser to enter contest, also 
wins a free pass. 

Joanna Backes, Fox, Sterling, 
Colo. Cooperation of all merchants 
secured for advertising space in the 
newspapers. 

W. G. Fussell, Lyric, Bladensboro, 
N. C. Auctions with war souvenirs 
from the battlefronts boosting bond 
Sales. 

Harry D. Stern, Manring, Middels- 
boro, Ky. Tied up with all service 
clubs for special bond days and pro- 
moted an Elks banquet for bonds- 
per-plate. 

James J. Glennon, Metropolitan, 
Washington, D. C. Using speakers 
twice daily for two weeks with city 
bond rally and heroes making ap- 
pearances. 

James W. Bergen, Dyker, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. Canvassing neighborhood 
for bonds to buy two planes and two 
ambulances. Local merchants as- 
sisting. 

John J. Cassin, Kisco, Mt. Kisco, 
N. Y. Secured support of schools 
and children’s clubs. 

Marion Jourdan, Majestic, Iuka, 
Miss. All meetings for all organiza- 
tions working on bond drives being 
held at theatre. House has become 
the central point for the drive in 
town. 

Dan F. Shovelin, Shovelin, Battle 
Mountain, Nev. One of the best 
campaign ideas yet reported. It is 
based on getting an extra bond for 
the boys in service who have no 
parents. “Adopt a Hero for a Bond.” 

H. G. Wells, Harriet, Hardin, Mont. 
Farm canvassing with aid of school 
children. Free passes daily for 
bond-buyers. 

Claude Darce, New O. H., Morgan 
City. La. Contacting local defense 
plants. Radio and daily newspaper 
plugging. 

Frank Savage, Warner, 
town, O. Merchant groups using 
theatre as base for platoons of 
salesmen, with theatre serving as is- 
suing agent. 

E. C. Evans, Plaza, Milford, Del. 
Rallies with cooperation of Kiwanis 
and other business organizations. 


Vichy Takes Control 


Youngs- 


Of Theatres, Actors | 


Washington, Feb. 8. 
Vichy French Government §has| 
taken over control of the theatre in| 
country. Hereafter, 


theatres, | 
and actors must be ap-| 


| 


New law for managers provides | 


Place | that only persons who have never | 
in all stores and been convicted of a crime and who! 
support of two banks and| possess all civil rights are eligible. 


Burgess Quits RKO Job 
In London Via Illness | 


London, Jan. 21. 

Harry Burgess, director of adver-! 
tising-publicity for RKO here for! 
years, has resigned because | 
of illness, 
David Jones, his assistant, 


moves) 


| Current London Shows 


London, Feb. 8. 
“Acacia Avenue,” Vaudeville. 
“Arsenic and Old Lace,” Strand. 
“Blow Own Trumpet,” Playhouse. 
“Cradle Song,” Apollo. 
“Dancing Years,” Adelphi 
“Dark River,” Whitehall. 
“Flying Colors,” Lyric. 
“Hi-De-Hi,” Stoll. 
“It’s Foolish But Fun,” Coliseum. 
“Junicr Miss,” Saville. 
“Landslide,” Westminster. 
“Lisbon Story,” Hippodrome. 
“Live for Love,” Haymarket. 
“Lottie Dundass,” Cambridge. 
“Month in the Country,” St. James. 
“Moon Is Down,” Whitehall. 
“Mr. Bilfrey,” Playhouse. 
“My Sister Eileen,” Savoy. 
“Old Chelsea,” Winter Garden. 
“Pink String,” Duke of York's. 
“She Fellows Me About,” Garrick. | 
“Something in the Air,” Palace. 


“Strike a New Note,” Wales. i 
iRed Cross 


“Sweet and Low,” Ambassador. 
“The Fur Coat,” Comedy. 

“They Came to a City,” Globe. 
“War and Peace,” Phoenix. 
“Watch on the Rhine,” Aldwych. 


| gasoline lamp nearly ended business 


| San Luis Potosi state mining town. 


| 
| some 


Mex Producer Organizes 


/and drive will be repeated this year. 


Gradual Ease of Radio-Pix-Press Curb 
In Argentina Seen With Axing of Axis 


Montevideo, Feb. 1. 


Nazi Network’s Disc 
Library Blitzed by RAF 


Washington, Feb. 8. 

RAF raid on Berlin last Nov. 22 
wiped out the music recording li- 
brary of Reichsrundfunk, the Ger- 
man radio network, according to 
Swedish reports received by OWI. 

Swedish story is that Berlin is 
also experiencing “a great shortage 
of music since the plates of music 
publishing houses often have been 
destroyed during the raids.” 


China Post-War 
Big—Silverstone 


Envisioning China with it 400,000,- 
000 population, as one of the po- 
tentially great foreign markets of the 
post-war era, Murray Silverstone, 
20th-Fox foreign sales chief, believes 
that future development of Ameri- 
can film business in that territory is 
so vital it should concern the entire 
industry. 

Silverstone cites figures showing 
that business from four leading 
Chinese cities, even under war con- 
ditions, exceeds that in each of some 
five Latin-American countries, 

Films, Silverstone reveals, are 
shipped by every known method of 
transport, excepting railroad, in many 
areas of China. 


BLUMENTHAL DENIES 
LINK WITH 20TH-FOX 


Mexico City, Feb. 1. 

Reports here to the effect that A. 
C. Blumenthal, operator of Ciro’s 
cafe, is to enter the film business in 
Mexico in association with Joseph 
M. Schenck, have been denied by the 
restaurateur. He claims that the 
20th-Fox. chief has no financial con- 
nection with him and that he, Blu- 
menthal, has no financial association 
with Schenck or his company. 

Blumenthal intimated, however, 
that he may go into the picture busi- 
ness in Mexico. But he stressed that 
it would be entirely on his own, if 
he does, with a company that would 
be completely Mexican and backed 
entirely by Mexican capital. It 
would produce films in Spanish that 
would be handled by Mexican dis- 
tributors exclusively. 


Blaze Destroys Small 
Mex. Circus; None Hurt 


7 Mexico City, Feb. 8. 
Fire caused by the explosion of aj 


for the Circo Morales, small Mexican 
circuc, while it was playing Charcas, 


Nobody was hurt, but tents, wag- 
ons and props were completely de- 
stroyed. Civic fathers allowed the 


| performers to stage a special benefit | 


and | 
raise 


with improvised props 
loaned livestock to 
enough money to get new jobs. 


show 


First Film Cartoon Unit 


Mexico City, Feb. 1. | 
Santiago Reachi, pic producer, 
president of Posa Films, has organ- | 


ized Mexico’s first cartoon shorts tint 
producing unit, Caricolor Films, S. A. 
Reachi is to bring experts from Hol- 
lywood to teach Mexicans how to 
make animated cartoons in color. 

Associated with Reachi in Cari- 
color, which plans to make its first 
release May 1, are Edmund J. Phelan, 
v.p.; Lic. Jeronimo Bujeda, treas.; 
Mario Garza Castillon, sec., and 
Manuel M. Moreno, “Cantinflas’” 
brother, production chief. 


British Exhibs Assn. Nets 
$950,000 for Red Cross 


London, Jan, 14. 
Netional drive by Exhibs Assn. for 
Prisoners of War Fund 
has netted $950,000. 
Duke of Gloucester will attend an- 
nual meeting in March to give thanks, 


Argentina’s strict censorship of 
press, pix and radio will not be re- 
laxed immediately as the result of 
severance of diplomatic relations 
with the Axis, according to well- 
informed sources. 

United States film distributors 
who have sounded out Major Hector 
Ladvocat, head of Argentina's Goeb- 
bels-patterned undersecretariat of 
press and information, have been 
told, in effect, there’ll be gradual 
lifting of restrictions, particularly 
in pictures not yet released, but that 
authorities do not desire to “excite” 
public by suddenly dropping the 
bars on films previously held up. 

Radio broadcasters who have had 
to toe the mark for strict neutrality 
are still confined to absolutely im- 
partial news releases, as with other 
types of broadcasts, with all com- 
mentary being verboten. Press cen- 
sorship over U. S. copy is as string- 
ent as ever although communica- 
tions with Berlin and Tokyo have 
been stopped. 

Local press news is being banned to 
the Pampero, leading Nazi afternoon 
sheet, following publication of a 
front-page editorial which most per- 
sons took as an open invitation to 
the Government to force closure of 
the paper. Other Nazi and Fascist 
sheets either switched their policies 
or held themselves in check. 

Pic distributors are most interested 
in films as yet unreleased or previ- 
ously disapproved in entirety, be- 
lieving that even if deleted sections 
of anti-Axis films are permitted te 
be shown, few customers would lay 
their pesos on the line to resee what 
they had previously missed. A num- 
ber of companies have pictures wait- 
ing for a first viewing by censors, 
but are holding off until sufficient 
time has elapsed. 

Newsree! situation is also likely to 
improve slowly, most reels having 
undergone severe scissoring of any 
uncomplimentary references to the 
Axis. 

Axis filmers are still running in 
Buenos Aires. On day of Berlin- 
Tokyo rupture, the Cine Alvear 
withdrew its newsreels and pictures 
on Hitler’s rescue of Mussolini, but 
several days later was showing the 
films again, apparently with official 
okay. 


ONE CLICK, ONE N.S.G. 
AMONG LONDON BOWS 


London, Feb. 8. 

One click, one n. s. g. were the 
legit openings here last week. 

“Gay Follies,” which opened at the 
Cambridge Feb. 2, is and was re- 
ceived half-heartedly. It is given n@ 
chance although backers say they ine 
tend to keep it running. 

“A Soldier For Christmas,” open- 
ing Feb. 3 at Wyndhams, is*a light 
comedy received enthusiastically. It 


looks to be highly successful 


? 


Tourists in Caba Few, 
But Theatre Biz Strong 


The tourist season in Cuba this 
year is practically non-existent but 
theatre -business continues strongly 


despite the dearth of tourists, accord- 
ing to Jerry Keyser, Warner Bros.’ 


foreign ad-publicity chief, who re- 
turned last week from a two-week 
biz trip to Havana. Keyser revealed 
that Warners has named Mariano 


Guastella, managing director of Pub- 
licidad Guastella, as new company 
ad rep in Cuba. Guastella was in 
N. Y. last week to confer on this 


| new deal and other ad pacts for his 


company. 
It is so tough for tourists to get to 


Cuba that -there is little difficulty 
about hotel reservations. In fact, 
Keyser said, one whole wing of Hoe 


tel Nacionale is now closed though 
this should be the height of tourist 
season. 


Aussie Air Producer 


To Red Cross Down Under 


Sydney. Dec. 28. 

Jack Davey, radio producer for 
Colgate-Palmolive, has quit commer- 
cial radio to join the U. S. Red Cross 
as a program director. Formerly 
drawing around $20,000 yearly, he 
goes to the Red Cross at $75 weekly. 

Davey will work with Kenyon 
Nicholson, Broadway producer,’ who 
is due here shortly to arrange troop 
entertainment. 
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VARIETY Wednesday, February 9, 1914. 


Ie a most unusual picture with the kind of psychological twist that 
makes box office history . . . something out of this world in story and 
background ... 


The trade papers reviewed it and every review was a honey. 


M. P. Herald said .. . ‘Joan Harrison, ‘protege’ of Alfred Hitchcock, 
has produced suspense, excitement and terror. The result .. . box- 
office success.” 


Film Daily said. . . “Distinguished melodrama is gem of suspense. 
Spell-binding, psychological melodrama with quality that would do 
credit to Hitchcock himself.” 


M. P. Daily said .... Top-notch psychological murder mystery melo- 
drama packed with 87 minutes of suspense and action in best Alfred 
Hitchcock manner.” 


Hollywood Reporter said .. .“Universal has a true sleeper. in 
“Phantom Lady.’ Surprise hit about which there will be more enthusiasm 
than any picture since ‘The Maltese Falcon’.” 


Daily Variety said...“A picture with as novel a concept as screen 
has offered in many a month. Unquestionably will draw heavily at box- 
office. A chiller of top proportions.” 
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Boxoffice said .. 
patronized.” 


- “Should be loudly acclaimed and substantially 


Showmen’s Trade Review said ...“Chiller-diller of top propor- 
tions and packed with suspense and thrills. Outstanding picture.” 


Variety said... “Catching and holding attention at opening sequence 
--headed for profitable box-office reaction. Can easily surprise as sleeper.” 


And that’s the way it goes... a thriller of thrillers with a completely 
new angle and a screenload of suspense . . . and look what we’re doing 
to make it a push-over for packed houses... 


full of down-to-earth selling 


ONE-—Here’s a knockout pressbook 
angles... publicity stunts and attention-stealing newspaper advertising... 


TWO —There’s a special promotion plan available to you to make the 
public “Phantom Lady’’-conscious before it hits the screen... before it hits, 
mind you ...so that “Phantom Lady” will be pre-sold in your situation 


long before you play it... 


It’s a picture to make a fuss about and we’re going to make a fuss about 
it for you. 


Judging from the kind things everybody says about it, “Phantom Lady” 
will stand up under the most extravagant claims... as entertainment 
... asa hair-raiser ...as a top-notch box office attraction ... and the 
best advice we can give you as to how to sell it is to book it while it’s 


hottest... 


“Phantom Lady”...another Universally swell picture from the company 
which is famous for its universally swell box office values. 


starring 


FRANCHOT TONE ELLA RAINES 


Screen Play by Bernard C. Schoenfeld » Based on the novel by William Irish 


ALAN CURTIS 

with THOMAS GOMEZ AURORA ELISHA COOK, FAY HELM 
ANDREW TOMBES 

Directed by ROBERT SIODMAK » Associate Producer, JOAN HARRISON 


“KEEP UP THE ATTACK], 4th.WAR LOAN!” 
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ock of Anti-Trust Actions in U. S. 


Courts: Okla. Indies Vs. Griffith Suit 


Flock of anti-trust suits 
out the country, either new or of! 
long standing, are scheduled to come 
up during the next six weeks in a| 
period marked by the largest num: | 
ber of such actions in some time to | 


come to a head simultaneously. Most | 
recent of the anti-trust actions was | 
filed in Oklahoma City early this 


week by three independent opera- 
tors against the Griffith circuit (with 
major distribs named), wherein 
Gamages of $606,000 are sought. 
Plaintiffs in this new action are’ 
A. B. Momand, owners of the Odeon 
theatre, Shawnee; M. L. Riggs, own- 
ers of the State theatre, Vinita. and 
J. D. Wineland, owner of the Mys- 
tic theatre, Picher. Momand is also 
awaiting a verdict.on a similar ac- 
tien filed in 1931 covering complaints 


up io 1934. 

Momand, who claims. that his 
Oceon theatre is closed three days | 
® week due to lack of product, is try- 


ing to get other independents to join 
as plaintiffs. He is asking triple dam- | 
azes of $356.576, Wineland is de-| 
manding $213,000 and Riggs $35,950. 

Complaint alleges that the Griffith 
Amusement Co. and Griffith South- 
western Theatres, Inc., have con- 
spired with the distributors named 
to withhold product from the plain- 
tiffs. 

Distributors named are Paramount, 
Loew's. RKO, Warners, 20th-Fox, 
Columbia, Universal, United Artists 
and Republic. 

Plenty Action Pends 

In addition to a possible decision 
within that time in the William 
Goldman action against Warner Bros. 
zlready argued, the coming month is | 
expected to see a lot of action on 
the anti-trust front, including the 
Government suit against the Griffith 
circuit and civil suits by 
against theatre 
tributors. 

The Department of Justice case 
&gainst the Griffith chain of Okla- 
homa, Texas and New Mexico, which 
was slated to go to trial on Jan. 17, 
was postponed at the request of the 
Government so that some pre-trial 

‘Continued on page 54) 


N. Y. FILM EXCHANGEMEN 
VOTE TO WALK OUT MON. 


lack of 


exhibitors | 
operators and dis- 


Discouraged because of 
action on a 10% increase voted last 
summer and by lack of word from 
aistributors who were requested to 
negotiate a new contract retroactive 
to this past Dec. 1, the N. Y. Film 
Exchange Employees union, Local 
B-51. vesterday afternoon (Tuesday) 
voted to strike next Monday (14). 

Action for a showdown through 
medium of a strike was taken 
executive board of the union, 
ot which Lou Johnson, in charge of 
the Metro shipping room, is presi- 
cent. with telegrams sent to aii ma- 
jor distributors yesterday (Tuesday) 


the 
by the 


notifying them of the strike vote. 
Distrib exchanges in, N. Y. that are 
involved are those of Metro, Para- 
mount, Warner Bros., United Artists, 
Columbia, 20th-Fox, RKO and Uni- 
versal. 

In the negotiations belatedly set- 
tled last-summer for a 10‘; boost in 
wages for all shipping room help 
in the N. Y. film branches, the in- 
crcase agreed upon was retroactive 
to Dec. 1, 1942. However, to date the 
War Labor Board has not acted on 
that increase, taking the union up 
to Dec. 1 last. 

In November the exchange em- 
ployees union wrote the distribs ask- 
ing that discussions be opened on 
tne contract that will apply from 
Dec. 1 last to Dec. 1 this year. Dis- 
tribs have stalled opening negotia- 
tions for another contract. it is 


the union. 


$12, 000 Theatre Fire 


Newcastle, Alta.. Feb. 8. 
Fire which started in the basement 


cnarged by 


Gestroyed the Sylvia theatre here. 
Building and contents, valued at 
$12,000, were fairly well covered by 


insurance. House is owned and op-! 
érated by Leo Thomas, 

Fire was just before a scheduled 
matinee performance. 

Damage Slight in St. Louis Fire ! 

‘ St. Louis, Feb. 8. 

When smoke, caused by fire in a 
basement storage room in Fanchon 
& Marco's downtown deluxer. Am- 
bassador, filled the auditorium last | 
night (Monday), Manager Henry 
Reigel, Jr., assured 2.700 customers 
theve was no danger and asked them 


through- 


| deteriorate 


' be pointed out 


to the companies 


turning 


to remain calm. After firemen, 


N. Y. STATE FORESEES 
DIP IN LICENSE FEES 


Albany, Feb. 8. 
An estimated drop of $30.000 in | 
revenue_from the motion picture tax 
ifor licensing and review) for the 
fiscal year April 1, 1944-March 3], 
1945. is due to two factors—fewer 
foreign films and fewer domestic pic- | 
tures. Governor Dewey, in his budg- 
et message to the Legislature, listed 
the estimated vield from the motion 
picture tax—$3 per 1.000 feet on the 
original and $2 per 1,000 feet on du- 
plicate prints—at $280,000 for the fis- 
cal year ending March 31, 1944. 
For the next fiscal year he placed 
the figure at $250,000, which is be- 
lieved to be a conservative one. 


SPG Eyes Post-War 
Scales, Other Benefits 
For Those in Service 


Seeking to put through a seven- 
year plan calling for progression of 
ratings and wage classifications, the 
Screen Publicists Guild, N. Y., a CIO, 
affiliate, is taking cognizance of the) 
post-war situation and in a bulletin 
to members presents grievances as 
well as offering a perspective of 
things to come after the peace is 
won. 

It cites that, with the advent of the, 
war, aggravated by a growing man- 
power shortage, publicists were 
burdened with increased work and 
effort which has had a tendency to} 
morale; also that if it 
were not for the severance pay 
clause in the union contract with the 


N. Y. homeoffices the number of 
members switching to other jobs 
would have doubled. 


In considering a post-war perspect- 
ive, the SPG officially has this to 
say: 

“While the 
joying unparalleled 
while certain individual 
publicists are receiving 
compensation, though it 
that the 


industry today is en-| 
prosperity and | 

working 
additional | 
must again | 
whimsical 
chaotic manner in which this 
additional compensation is handed 
down tends to increase inequities 
and heighten tension and grievances, 
all sections of the industry are con- 
cerned with the situation after the 
war. 

“Therefore, in addition to the im- 
mediate economic grievances that 
prompted the development of our 
plan, the need for a realistic system 
providing ordered advancement and 
financial recognition of developing 
skills and responsibilities represents 
one of prime concern of the working 
publicists. 

“They have 
the industry 
salaries and 
that even today 
not regained the 
to 1929. Looking 


seen in the history ot 
ruthless slashing of 
standards. They know | 
the publicists have | 
standards of prior | 
to the future, they 
are deeply concerned. This is an- 
other factor that contributes to ten- 
sion within the departments and im- 
pairs working efficiency. Our mem- 
bers have adopted this plan enthusi- 
astically as an integral part of their 
own post-war planning. Here is 
their guarantee that their vears of 
long and devoted service, their years 
of constant and patient development 
will not be tossed by every wave and 
current within the industry. Rather 
they will have certain basic, mini- 
mum standards in accordance with 
their developing abilities. 

“Close to a third of the employees 


covered by our.contract have entered 
the Armed services. 

“We are particularly concerned 
with returning our :embers at the 
wage scale and with the benefits 
applicable at the time of their re- 
employment. Frankly, the confused, ' 
undefined classification and wage 


structure presently in operation will 
present tremendous problems both 
and the Guild when | 
that joyous moment comes for a re 

soldier to resume employ: | 
ment at the wage scale applicable ! 
upon his return. | 


an- | 
swering a three-alarm summons, ar- 
rived, Reigel asked patrons’ in 
the 3,000-seat house to leave quietly. 

After the blaze had been extin- | 


guished and the house cleared of | 


smoke, many returned. 
slight. 


Damage was 


RKO. Plaintiff charges 


Sweet Tooth Soured 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 

Sam Fleishman, owner of the 

Roxian theatre. McKees Rocks, 

Pa.. has come up with a brand 

complaint from the = cus- 
tomers. 


A woman approached him the 


other night and said very seri- 
ously that she wasn’t enjoving 
his shows any more. 

“What's the matter, .bad -pic- 
tures?” inquired Fleishman. 
“No,” the lady replied, “it’s be- 
cause you don’t have any good 


candy in your machines lately.” 


Detroit Exhibs Urge 


U.S. Halt Burning Of 
Old Ducats, Save Paper 


Detroit. Feb. 8. 
Proposal that the Federal Govern- 
ment, by lifting its present order 
that all theatre ticket stubs must be 
destroyed after government auditors 
check them, could add approximately 


| 8.000, 000 pounds of waste paper for 


salvage, is being aired by theatre cxe- 
hibitors here. 


bers of theatre tickets provides an 
adequate check to prevent fraud, ex- 
hibs argue that the destruction of 
stubs is contrary to the national 
drive to save valuable paper. 

Based on figures showing that even 
the smallest theatres accumulate 
more than 200 pounds of stubs an- 
nally, which is reported as a fire 
hazard in storage, local statisticians 
estimate nearly 8,000,000 pounds of 
paper nationally which could 
back to work instead’of up in smoke. 
With the present shortages of news- 
print, which has hit the industry in 
restricting newspaper ad space, the- 
atres could make an important con- 
tribution to the paper drives. 

If this plan is not satisfactory, it 
Was pointed out, the waste paper 
supply could be greatly augmented if 
after the audit of the stub accumula- 
tions were made, the Federal inspec- 


tors would order the stubs turned 
over to the scrap drives rather than 
the furnace. 


UA’S ‘VOICE’ TAKEOVER 
FROM PRC ON % SPLIT 


“Voice in the Wind,” which United 
Artists toppers liked so much they 
obtained it from PRC, apparently is 
stirring up some discussion among 
PRC franchise-holders, now that Pro- 
ducers is not going to release it. 
Understood that they originally did 
not enthuse over “Voice,” and conse- 
auently PRC not 
much difficulty even 
the franchise people protest the deal. 
Several holders have threatened to 


take up the matter in N.Y. this week. 
Production, which was a small- 
budgeter, was, secured when UA 


made a flat payment and then agreed 
to handle on a sharing basis, 


Bernhard Chairmans Pix 
Unit of Red Cross Drive 


Joe Bernhard, Warner Theatres 
chief, will serve as national chair- 
man of the motion picture industry's 
campaign on behalf of the 
drive next month. Harry 
Warner 
head, will serve as publicity 
for the drive via the theatres. 

Plans are being formulated for 
industry to work closely with 
Red Cross chapters throughout 
country in order to ensure 
mum response. Radio City 
Hall staff and organization 
employed, following 
American Red Cross officials, to 
stage a “Red Cross at War” rally at 
Madison Square Garden, New 
Feb. 29. 

Ben 


Goldberg, 


chief 


local 
the 
maxi- 
Music 
will 


wrile a 


Pointing out that the! 
| present rigid control on serial num- 


| 
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Defer Trial of ‘Boys From Chi 


On Mail Fra 


CITY-OWNED CINEMA 


SHOWS $12,066 PROFIT 


Northampton, Mass., Feb. 8. 
Academy of Music, munici- 
owned and operated picture 


The 
pally 


| theatre, showed a net profit of more 


anticipate | 
should some of | 


ted Cross | 


circuit advertising-publicity 
' 


$12,000, the annual report of 
the trustees disclosed this week. In 
addition to spending nearly $5,000 on 
improvements and retiring a $1.500 
note, the trustees turned $6,314 back 
to the city. 

The profit was a tribute to Mayor 
Walter W. O'Donnell who did not 


than 


live to see justified his fight to have. 


the city resume operation of the the- 


atre. He died in December from 
complications resulting from a 
broken arm, suffered while skating 
with his son. The theatre was taken 
back for municipal operation this 
past year. Previous profits for the 


have ranged as low as $1.98 for 
year. 


city 
one 


Col. Selling More Pix 
On Percentage; Plans 


48-50 Films in ’44-45. 


Columbia will sell more pictures 


on percentage during the current 
1943-44 season than ever before Abe 
Montague, v.p. in charge of sales, 


. Y. late last week follow- 
three-day 


stated in N 
ing the company’s 


conclave held at the Hotel Warwick. | 


Col. will make 48 to 50 pictures 
during 1944-45, 
four 


an increase of from 
current year’s pro- 


be 


to six over 


duction. Larger enumber will 


made to meet demands of smaller 


exhibitors, who report a_ product 


shortage, Montague said. Eight west- 


erns will again be made during next | 


but the company will make 
four specials to be sold separately, 
two more than in ‘43-44. Reissues 
will be distributed only when they 
are timely, not on a pre-conceived 
schedule. 

Company will make few war films 
next vear, concentrating on escapist- 
tvpe pictures in the main. Radio 
promotion will be used more ex- 
tensively than heretofore. 

Columbia has no manpower short- 
age in respect to branch and di- 
vision managers, but should one 
arise, executives are of the opinion 
that men in training now will step 
up without much trouble. Besides 
discussing selling plans for upcoming 


year, 


product, delegates touched upon 
post-war plans, 

In line with the policy of most 
other major distribs, Columbia will 
use Technicolor in many of its nie- 
|} tures during 1944-45. “Cover Girl,” 
soon to be released, is the first Co- 
lumbia Technicolor film to be 
screened indoors in its entirety. It 
will be given the largest ad, pub- 
licity and exploitation campaign in 
the company’s history, Montague 
said. 

Ben Marcus, Kansas City branch 
manager, has been promoted to dis- 
trict supervisor jn midwest division: 


the | 


be | 
request of | 


York, | 


Hecht is to aramatie | 
script for the show, which move than 
18.000 volunteer workers are sched- 


uled to attend. 

Robert K. Chrisienberry, v.p. and 
general manager of the Astor hotel, 
N. Y., has accepted chairmanship 
of the committee dealing with Red 
Cross appeals among hotels, restau- 
rants and allied groups. 


Wanna Buy a Picture? 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 
Bank of America filed suit to fore- 
close a mortgage on the film, “Be- 
yond Tomorrow,” produced by Acad- 
Pictures, Inec., and distributed 
$42.535 


/remains unpaid on a $200,000 loan 


made in 1939. 

Also named in the suit are Gen- 
eral Service Studios, Inc., Smith & 
Aller, and Cinema Laboratories. 


Joe Gins, Charlotte branch manager, 
has been appointed Detroit manager, 


with George Roscoe, Charlotte sales- | 


man, succeeding Gins, in a 
ment of sales 
by Montague. 

Central district 
Shalit. headquartering jn 
will be coordinator with 
office of activities at the Buffalo and 
Albany exchanges, in addition to his 
former duties as overseer jn Indian- 
apolis, Louis and Detroit. 


Jack Partington’s Widow 
Gets Interest in F&M 


Mrs. Inger Partington succeeds to 
the interests of her husband, the late 
John A. Partington, in Fanchon & 
Marco, according to an announce- 
ment by Harry C. Arthur, Jr., head 
of F & M. 

It is also planned that when Staff 


personnel announced 


supervisor Car] 
Detroit, 
the home- 


Sergeant J. A. Partington, Jr., re- 
turns from service he will join | 
& M. 


A. J. Balaban, general manager of 
the Roxy theatre, New York, stated 
last week that Irving M. Lesser, 
managing director of the Roxy, suc- 
ceeds Partington as associate general | 
manager of the Roxy. 


sales | 


realign- | 


ud Pending Appeal 


¢ The mail fraud case 


| Chicago mobsters recently convicted 
in connection with the George FE. 
Browne - Willie Bioff shakedowns 
/during the Browne-Bioff regime jn 


the International Alliance of Theat- 
rical Stage Employees, 
off the Federal trial calendar Mon- 
day (7) pending determination of 
appeals by the U. S. Circuit’ Court 
of Appeals. This action was taken 
by Federal Judge John C. Knox. 

In addition to the six former Al 
Capone mobmen who were convicted 
in the extortion cases, a seventh, 
Ralph Pierce, who was acquitted, 
are involved in the mail fraud ac- 
tion built around the 2%, assessment 
charged IATSE members during the 
Browne-Bioff dynasty. It is claimed 
that around $1,500,000 was collected. 

According to Boris Kostelanetz. as- 
sistant U. S. attorney, he has been 
informed that motion for bail for the 
six convicted Chicagoans would be 
made before Feb. 21. Meantime, 
| James D. C. Murray, chief of counsel 
| for the men, has indicated that if an 
‘appeal is denied, a waiver on bail 
| would be signed and sentences of 10 
years would be begun. The “six boys 
from Chicago” are at present in the 
Federal House of Detention, N. Y. 


against the 


was marked 


| Chi Ops’ Reform Slate 
| J Chicago, Feb. 8. 
Another chapter was written in 


the stormy history of the Chicago 
Moving Picture Machine Operators 


Union, Local 110, last week when a 
'new administration, pledged to re- 
‘form, was elected to replace the 


slate of officers forced to resign sev- 
eral weeks ago after their connection 
with the Capone gang was revealed 
in testimony at the N. Y. racket trial. 


At that time John P. Smith, deposed 
business manager, testified that he 
had “kicked back” $200 of his $400 
weekly salary to Willie Bioff in re- 
turn for assistance of “the mob” in 
his first election. 

Eugene Atkinson, who was ex- 


pelled from the union for trying to 
rid the local of gang control back in 
1935, was elected business manager. 
James Gorman, opera‘or at the Pan- 
theon and one of the original foun- 
ders of the union in 1907, was elected 
president; Frank Galluzzo, v.p., and 
Ora D. Bebb, sec.-treas. Two of the 
officers who were removed by Rich- 
ard J. Walsh, IATSE president, last 
December were candidates for office 
again. These were Glen Sweeney, 
former v.p. and Clarence Jalas, for- 


mer sec.-treas. Both were defeated, 
although Jalas ran on the same 
ticket with Gorman and Atkinson. 


Special balloting machines brought 
from N. Y. were used for the elec- 
tion, which took place at the Ham- 
ilton Hotel. Voting was orderly and 
peaceable. Angelo Brescia, one of 
the candidates for trustee, was beaten 
unconscious on his way home from 
work the night before the: election 
and attributed the attack to opposi- 
tion to his election. 

The’ international 
supervision over 
are satisfied the 

| their jobs before 
tonomy. 


will continue 
the local until they 
new officers know 
viving them au- 


Indies in D. C. Confab 

| On Decree Changes 
Feb. 8. 
assistant at- 
today with 


the Inde- 
and other 


Washington, 

Clark. 
torney general, huddled 
Harry Brandt, prexy of 
pendent Theatre Owners, 
reps of the organization including 
Mel Albert, Nat Cohen and Leon 
Rosenblatt on consent decree plans. 
Details of the conference were not 
announced. 
Further 


Tom 


meeting was skedded for 


| tomorrow (Wed.) when Clark and 
members of the Allied States and 
other groups will get together here. 

' Allied States reps to meet with 
Clark include Abram F. Myers, Na- 
(tional Allied board chairman and 
Col. H. A. Cole. Others are Jesse L. 


Stern, president of Unaffiliated Inde- 
pendent Exhibs of N. Y.: William F. 
, Crockett, president ‘of MPTO of Vir- 
ginia, and Robert H. Poole, president 
of the Pacific Coast conference of 
| Independent Theatre Owners of Los 
| Angeles, 
| They plan to discuss changes 
which they would like to see effected 
in the decree. 

Details decided on here refiect the 
decisions made at last week's ses- 
in Chicago where the indie 


operators went over the Big Five 
| proposals, 
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i Movie Talk 


By ARCHER WINSTEN 
In New York Post 


oe Preston Sturges, the miracle man 
of consistent movie production with 
“The Great McGinty,” “Christmas in 
July,” “The Lady Eve” and “Sulli- 
van’s Travels” to his credit, has ; 
rared back, written and directed the 7 
| funniest picture of this year, or any i 
ether year within accurate memory. 


- “The Miracle of Morgan’s Creek,” 
now torturing heipless crowds inte 
cruel and excessive merriment at the 
Paramount Theatre, is the kind of 
picture that leaves you practically 
exhausted. And the worst, or best : 
part of it is that the uprear of 
your neighbors makes another visit 
necessary to catch the lines you've | 
missed. 


Not from this reviewer will you i 
receive any information as to the i 
subject of this startling comedy 
satire. Though not dependent on / 
surprise for its effect, the picture has 
Mat, 1600. 


Brilliant Cast 


Eddie Bracken climbs to incredibie 
heights of cluckdom. Betty Hutton 
carves a brand new career for her- 
self. William Demarest glorifies 
the American cop, the American 


BETTY HUTTON 
A Brand New Career 


father of daughters, and the Ameri- 
can vet of the last war in terms 
which cannot soon be forgotten. As 
for Diana Lynn, she is simply won- 
derful. She is at once unique and 
the essence of all girls who have 
ever been fourteen and self-confi- 
dent. 


Different From Others 


This. by no_ means covers the 
roster of delights. There is more, 
much more. The most refreshing 
thing about the picture is its dif- 
ference from most other comedy to; 
day. It depends hardly at all upon 
slapstick, though that is occasion- 
ally used to good effect, and there is 
even less of the familiar gag humor ' 
of radio and stage appearance. 

Nothing happens that is not within 
the realm of possibility. But on the 
other hand, no one can deny that 
Mr. Sturges has a powerful and far- 
reaching imagination. 


To put it briefly, before this praise 


s a slops over, wherever you touch the 

Starring picture, you have to admire it... . 
When you aren't laughing your head | 
FDD off, you're chuckling in anticipation | 
of what is clearly going to happen | . | 


next 


BETTY HUTTON Morale-Building Laughter 
Since 1945 is a long way off and 


prizes won't be awarded for almost a 


with Diana Lynn - William Demarest year, Mr. Sturges should be told| 


that he has performed a great pub-| 


? Porter Hall and ‘‘McGinty” and ‘‘The Boss” lie service in making “The Miracle 


of Morgan’s Creek.” Such morale- 


Written and Directed by building laughter deserves recog- 


nition. 

. PR F ST0 N STURGES Doubtless without intention or am- 
bition along those lines, Mr. Sturges 

will find that he has lifted the en-| 


* tire movie-going public several feet gu 
out of the marasses of war-time | 
worries. For an hour and a half it’s f‘ 
like having the war won, the in- 


come tax repealed, and nothing to 
do but laugh. 


Thank you, Mr. Sturges. 
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Ottawa, Feb. 8. 

A so-far-unidentified Canadian 
firm is awaiting federal govt. okay 
on plans to build a new 2,000-seater 
film house in Ottawa at an estimated 
cost of $500,000. Firm name is not 
revealed by its local lawyer repre- 
sentative. John Mirsky. 

Company, erroneously referred_to 
locally as the “National Theatre Op- 
erators of Canada,” is reaching for a 
site at the corner of Bank and Som- 
erset streets, nine blocks from the up- 
town theatre area, but in center of a 
business-residential district. Within 
a block are the Imperial (F-P-Can.), 
Somerset (indie) and Rialto (indie). 

Exceptional circumstances will 
have to accompany govt. okay. if 
given. since theatre construction has 
been tabu in Can. for three years, 
due to wartimt material shortages. 


Mono’'s Powwow in N. 
W. Ray Johnston. Monogram prexy., 
will preside at the company’s sales 
meeting to be held next Saturday 
and Sunday (12-13) at N. Y.'s Hotel 
Warwick. About 80 representatives 
of exchanges in the eastern, southern 
and Canadian territories will be 
present at the session. 
Steve Broidy, v.p. and general sales 
manager, is in N. Y. making 


Johnston and other Monogram top- 
pers expected tomorrow (10) from 
the Coast. 


Ex-Soldiers, Femmes in Jobs 
Detroit, Feb. 8. 

Returning soldiers and femmes 
continue to figure in new theatre 
assignments here. 

Nick Forrest has returned from 
the Army and is now supervisor of 
the Broder circuit. 

Tony Sarvis, also back from_ the 
Army, is manager of the Times 
Square theatre. 

Rudy Rauch has returned from the 
Army to National Screen Service. 

Newest femme uppings find Shir- 
ley James as assistant manager at 


final | 
arrangements for the session, with | 


Ottawa to Get New 2,000-Seater: 
Returned Soldiers Get Jebs Back. 


the Norwood theatre: Shirley Fensch 
| as assistant at the Telenews; Eleanor 
Stanton, manager at the Fisher: Den- 
ice Glick, manager at the Bloomfield; 
Jean Schmidt, manager of the Ra- 
mona, and Daye Young, manager of 
the Vogue. 
ments, United Detroit now has the 
majority of its 20 houses here man- 
aged by women. 

Other %hanges here find Sidney 
Vincent. manager of the Redford: 
| Herbert Boughey in charge of the 
| Seville: Wilbur McCarthy, manager 
| of the Courtesy: Marty Grove as re- 
‘lief manager for the Komer and 
| Goldberg, with Dave Wilson as su- 
pervisor for the same chain: Alex 


| Zesser. manager of the New Home; | 
| Sam Clayman, manager of the Dix: | 
E 


O'Bryan. manager of the 
| Broadway-Capitol; Hilton 
| manager of the Regent; Harry Daher, 


' manager at the Vogue: Archie Shel- | 


levy. manager of the Mel, and John 
Tabor, booker for United Artists. 


Moore’s Acquisition 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 8. 
Murray, 900-seat indie. sold re- 


‘cently for $75,000 by William Tish- 
koff to W. Russell Moore, operator of 
| the nearby Lincoln. 

Tishkoff had operated the Murray 
for the last 20 years and had been a 
‘leading independent exhibitor, serv- 
ing several terms as president of the 
Motion Picture Exhibitors in the city. 
He is said to have bought the theatre 
originally for $35,000, subsequently 


| ing one of the best fronts in the city. 


Montreal’s Changes 
Montreal, Feb. 8. 

Subsequent ,to acquisition of the 
Orpheum and Gayety by 
Players (Canada )-Consolidated The- 
atres interests, changes will go into 
operation early this month on locai 
Main street, as follows: 

The Orpheum, heretofore first-run 
house showing mainly UA pix, will 
become a “moveover” theatre, taking 


New York Theatres 


Beginning Friday, Feb. 11 
Ida LUPINO @ Paul HENREID 


in Warner Hit! 


“IN OUR TIME" 


In Person 


INA RAY HUTTON and ORCH. 
GEORGIA CONDOS BROS. 


EXTRA 
THE THREE STOOGES 


Bros. 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 10 A.M. 


RIVOLI Bway & 49th St. 


With the new appoint- ! 


Girard, | 


making some improvements, includ- | 


Famous | 


ANNE BAXTER 
THOMAS MITCHELL 


“THE SULLIVANS” 


A Wth Century-Fox Picture 
Plus A ith Ave. 
Big Stage & 
Show R O X Y GOth Kt. 


ON THE SCREEN 
Starts Thursday 
(Feb. 


10) BROADWAY 
Susan 


AT Sist STREET 

IN PERSON 

PETERS 

} in M-G-M’s LIONEL HAMPTON 
and ORCH. 


“SONG OF Buck & Bubbles 
| RUSSIA” THE MILLS BROS. 


and Others— 


Robert 
TAYLOR 


Ss LOEW'S 


In Person 


waiter | SULLIVAN 


in M-G-M's 


‘Madame Curie’! and REVUE 


ALFRED HITCHCOCK’S 


LIFEBOAT 


By JOHN STEINBECK 


ASTOR B’way & 


45th St. 


Continuous 
Popular Prices 


‘PALAC 


Three Russian Girls 
ANNA STEN - KENT SMITH 


BWAY & 
47th St. 


airy” MUSIC HALL 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


Betty HUTTON 
Eddie BRACKEN 
in Paramount's 
‘The MIRACLE ef 
MORGAN'S CREEK’ 


In Person 
Johnny LONG 
& His Orchestra 
Hazel SCOTT 
Gil LAMB 


PARAMOUNT Times Square—Mid- 


night Feature Nitely 
BUY MORE WAR BONDS 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

First production by Spitz-Goetz 
International, “Casanova Brown,” 
went into work yesterday (Mon.) on 
the Goldwyn lot with Gary Cooper 
and Teresa Wright co-starring. 

Sam Wood directs and Nunnally 
Johnson produces, 


smash pix from the A houses— 
Loew's, Capital and Palace—on com- 
pletion of first week, and running 
them until the vein is worked out. 

The Imperial, up to now a second- 
run house, will be made a French pix 
| theatre, running big Hollywood films 
| with French language sound tracks. 
The first will be “Le Ciel et Toi,” 
(“All Heaven and This Too”) which 
in its Frenchified form has had a 
smash success in this province. 

The Gayety remains as is, with no 
change in management or nature of 
show. 


WB's First Femme Mgr. 


Philadelphia. Feb. 8. 

The Stanley-Warner circuit, which 
'has been steering clear of naming 
women to managerial posts in Philly, 
finally had to break down last week 
| because of scarcity of male timber. 
| Ruth Murphy, who has been cashier 
with the circuit for many years, was 
appointed manager of the Cadet. 

S-W execs are keeping tabs. If the 
experiment works out okay, other 
femmes may get a try at running 
nabes for the circuit. 
{| Saul Krugman, past prexy of Mo- 
tion Picture Associates, feted yester- 


day 
his induetion in the Navy. 
| Lou Foxmann and Bill Fishman 
have dissolved their partnership. with 
former taking over the Upsal and 
latter the Vogue. 

The Harrison interests are refur- 
bishing the long-darkened Rexy for 
an opening in the near future. 


William Keegan, g.m. of Hunt En- | 


terprises, ailing in Mercer 
hospital, Trenton. 

Edgar Moss, district manager of 
20th-Fox. recuperating after long 
siege at Hahnemann hospital. 

Warners getting sct to reopen the 
Warner theatre. Atlantic City. re- 
cently used by the Army as lecture 
hall. 
| Rov Robbins 
ithe S-W_ Boyd. 
Goldsmith, on 
ness. 
old spot at helm of Aldine. 

United Artists moving its exchange 
to Film Center building. 

Lou Lerro back in harness at War- 
ner exchange after long illness. 


county 


named manager of 
replacing “Tiny” 
leave because of ill- 


the S-W Diamond. 

Harry Nelson of Wax’s Joy re- 
placed Paul Kleiman at Pearl. Lat- 
| ter was inducted last week. 


Takes Over 55th St., N. Y. 
Marcam, Inc., has bought the 55th 
| St. Cinema, operating for several 
| years with foreign picture policy, 
| from the City Bank Farmers Trust 
| Co. Theatre is housed in 3-story 
| building, which is assessed at $57,000 

| With the land assesed at $77,000. 


Snow Causes Roof to Cave In 
. Denver, Feb. 8. 

Roof of the State,, North Platte, 
| Neb., caved in during a heavy snow- 
| storm The accident happended early 
| in the morning when the house was 
empty, and will close the house for 
a few months. 

Alberta Pike named publicity di- 
| rector for the Fox theatres in Den- 
| ver, succeeding Herbert R. Hillman, 
who quit to enter other business. 

Frank H. Ricketson Jr., president 
of Fox Intermountain Theatres, 
spending all his time on his job as 
vise chairman of the industry fourth 
war loan. He has just been named 
a director of the national war loan. 

The Loveland, Loveland, Colo., 


by March 1, 


the territory, ‘n a California hospital 
for 12 weeks following war work, 
was flown to Denver to recuperate. 


Kraska at Loews’ State, Boston 
Boston, Feb. 8. 

George Kraska, long-time propri- 
etor of the defunct Fine Arts theatre 
in the Hub, is back in town as man- 
ager of Loew's State. 

Sol Edwards, with WB and now 
{in Boston, added Arthur Vianno and 
Morse & Rothenburg chains to his 
accounts. He is now buying for 
five local chains, other being Rifkin, 
| E. M. Loew and Levenson Bros, 


Former Mgr. Now a G-Man 
Atlanta, Feb. 8. 


ager of Lucas & Jenkins’ theatres 


here, is now a potential G-Man. be- | 


ing a member of New Agents Class 
No. 1, 
| vestigation at Quantico, Va. 

Miss Claude Zellner succeeded Jett 
as Rhodes’ manager. 

McWilliams’ New Berth 

Harry K. MeWilliams named as- 
| Sistant exploitation manager and 
aide to Frank P. Rosenberg, exploi- 
tation chief, Columbia Pictures. 

McWilliams originally came from 
Denver and has handled ad and pub- 
licity jobs for Major Bowes, Ted 
Bates Ad Agency, United Detroit 
Theatres and Paramount. 


(Mon.) at the Warwick prior to | 


Lou Colontuono takes Robbins’ | 


Walter Potamkin now manager of | 


damaged by fire, expects to reopen | 


Ed Bluck, former theatre man of | 


chief buyer of Allied Management | 


Melvin McRae Jett, erstwhile man- | 


of the Federal Bureau of In- | 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


“What To Do With Germany” (Ziff-Davis) is the reasonable, well-con. 
sidered solution of post-war Rhineland as brilliantly and concisely come 
piled by Louis Nizer, show business attorney identified with many 4 
company court cases. Its one of the most compelling and at the Same 
time one of the most logical minute examinations ever given Germany 
Study of its some 200 pages of compact text will go far in averting world 
conflagration such as World Wars No.l and 2. Unyielding, but honest 
Nizer’s verdict is assembled with the consummate skill needed to make it 
doubly convincing, the actual solution being outlined with such probing 
insight that a constructive future in Europe seems an assured accomplish. 
| ment, 


Im 


Nizer half apologizes for making the chapter. “No More Yesterdays.” 
the final one in the book, saying that perhaps it should have been first, 
Yet it is the necessary logical conclusion summarizing what treatment 
should be accorded Germany after full analysis of past experience and 
errors in handling the German nation, its people and its ideologies, In this 
chapter, the N. Y. attorney offers the bleprint for avoiding all past head- 
aches with the Teutonic question while admitting that no neat blueprint is 
possible without some defects. Instead he presents the plan as the most 
likely one to work, with the idea that its workability will depend vastly 
on its acceptance and untiring work of leaders in the world. , 

Post-war German problem is logically taken up by Nizer, covering all 
and kindred suggestions such as extermination and sterilization, compul- 
sory migration and justice (not sentimentality or cruelty). He vetoes all 
as either proven failures or likely to fail, based on past experience. But 
ihe does say that “no reliance can be placed on German ‘repentence’ or 
/newborn realization of error.” 

| -- 

Carrying the title, “Presenting the Warner Bros..” this month's (Feb- 
;ruary) issue of Theatre Arts offers a highly interesting and laudatory 
| story by Hermine Rich Isaacs which traces the freres Warner from their 
humble beginning to date. Speaking of the lean days during depression, it 
; notes that “Harry Warner had piloted his company through the storm with 
| the able help of Wall Street's Waddill Catchings.” He's been a director of 
| WB for many years. Toward the end the story briefly discusses a policy 
on the part of Warners that has set it apart from other producers. It 
states in part: “The Warners’ policy has not made for experimentation 
except in the technological end of the business. , But in place of artistic 
invention they have put to good use a keen sense of the news. With the 
elaborate process of film evolution there must average a 12-month span 
between a film’s conception and its final 1elease. Yet so well have the 
Warners overcome this handicap that time and again they have hit the 
screen in time for the news to catch up with them. But more than the 
need to predict events is their continuing consciousness of a responsibility 
to interpret them to the motion picture public.” 


Film execs, mighty in Hollywood, are ordinary citizens these days when 
| they want to hop a train for New York. Eastbound trains out of Los Angeles 
are constantly sold cut for 30 days and no reservations for space are per- 
|mitted beyond a 30-day period. One studio biggie waited four days for a 
| last-minute cancellation and wound up by riding a plane. Much of the 
space is occupied by Army and Navy personnel on official business, but 
railroad officials complain that vacationists and nleasure tourists 
| crowding out business men whose travel is necessary. 


are 


High on the rosté¥ of the In-Bad-With-the-Soldiers fraternity is a femme 
film star who is getting a silent brushoff from Army men as a result of 
her stand-off attitude toward the entertainment of the boys in uniform 
| while other picture names are giving their time and talent to uplift of 
|;military morale. Soldiers in recent weeks have turned down the star's 
|pin-up pictures and passed up opportunities to meet her while visiting the 
studio, 


Monogram execs profess to be mystified, although not dismayed, by a 
prédiction in a New York newspaper that Victor Jory is in line for an 
Academy Award of his acting in “The Unknown Guest,” a picture released 
on the West Coast in November. Railbirds in Hollywood figure the story 
is a $2 bet on a long shot in the Oscar Derby, laid by a flack. 


Meyer Davis, prolific backer of legits and a Broadway producer on his 
own, is also branching into the film end. He bought a piece of Jules 
Levey’s “Hairy Ape” (UA) which has Si Fabian and Sam Dembow, Jr., as 
the other principal backers. 


“Wheaties” aod “Breakfast of 
ampions’’ are registered trade 
Marks of General Mills, dnc. 


‘Due to censorship, he says he can't tell us where he is— but he’s 
cutting ripe bananas off the trees to put on his Wheaties.”’ 


An snythigg-but-secret weapon |Joes, bewildered taxpayers, har- 
, that’s heaties, “Breakfast’| ried housewives .. . they can all 
of Champions,” Good at hoisting | get aid and comfort for a rugged 


wartime morale. Drill-happy G. I. | day, with The Cereal.. 


An International Trademark 


EARL CARROLL VANITIES 
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; Fun galore—breath- 
taking action—marvelous mel- 
odies—in the greatest hit yet 
from the greatest entertainer on 
the whole continent! 


King of the Cowboys an 


TRIGGER 


Smartest Horse in the Movies 


HEAR ROY SING HOAGY CARMICHAEL'S GREAT HIT ‘“‘HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER'’ and “‘DREAMING TO 


MUSIC,"" “WHEN YOUR HEART'S ON EASY STREET,"’ “THE GIRL WITH THE HIGH-BUTTONED SHOES," ‘‘HEY HEY,"’ ‘‘COOL WATER.”’ 


with*Ruth Terry + Guinn (Big Boy) Williams + Onslow Stevens + Mary ~~’ 


_ Treen > Introducing The Wiere Brothers » Bob Nolan and the Sons of the Pioneers 
JOSEPH KANE — Director 


Original Screenplay by BRADFORD ROPES + J. BENTON CHENEY v1 
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Sponsor Demands for Visual B'casts 
A $1,000,000 Headache to Nets; 
All 4 Webs Now in Theatre Biz 


With Mutual about to consummate? 


a deal for a Broadway legit house 
this week, all networks will be op- 
erating N. Y. theatres in addition 
to their regular studios to cope with 
increasing sponsor demands _ for 
visual broadcasts. Theatre opera- 
tion, with this deal will provide the 
webs with an aggregate $1,000,000 
annual headache, cost of which is 
borne entirely by the chains. 

CBS is the largest theatre opera- 
tor, running four playhouses in addi- 
tion to its own outside studio house 
and the Liederkranz Hall, former 
headquarters of German singing 
vereins. Blue found it necessary to 
acquire the Ritz theatre last Novem- 
ber, while NBC runs the Vanderbilt 
theatre with Fred Waring’s Chester- 
field show as the exclusive occupant. 

In addition to chain acquisitions, 
WOR broadcasts from a legit house. 
It formerly used the Maxine Elliot 
which ig now operated by CBS. 

Expense for each house runs from 
$1,500 to $2,500 weekly, with average 
running around $2,000. In addition, 
networks upon acquiring a_ spot, 
usually find that extensive altera- 
tions are needed. Control and client 
booths must be built immediately 
and house must get some extensive 
alterations so that it will be acous- 
tically correct to conform with 
broadcast requirements. 


Even Stagehands 


In operating theatres, nets are 
saddled with the same problems that 
befall houses still running legit 
shows, one of the major expenses 
being stagehands, which the nets 
claim are not needed in most cases. 
Size of crew depends upon each in- 
dividual operation and type of 
shows put on and varies in most 
cases, 

In addition to stage hands, ex- 
pense of ushers, cleaning, light, heat 
and power adds up considerably. 

But despite the terrific expense 
involved, most net execs claim that 
there is no inclination to pass the 
cost on to the sponsor. 

Nets claim in most instances that 
they are happy to comply with re- 
quests for theatre broadcasts as 
talent works better before an audi- 
ence, and a better show results and 
at the same time enables it to handle 
more shows. 

However, other quarters beef 
about the continued spiraling costs 
as more clients demand visuals. One 
chain said it didn’t like the idea of 
shelling out that sugar to spare the 
sponsor expense of entertaining per- 
sonal friends and holding dealer 
shindigs. But these find no way out 
of the dilemma since other nets are 
mum on the matter. 

Network operation of theatres 
several years ago was considered the 
saviour of theatrical realty, but 
since demand for iegit houses has 
been unprecedented this season, 
chains getting new acquisitions are 
_reported paying heavily as realtors 

would like to get back these houses 
to cash in on the bullish legit mar- 
ket. 

But since the networks see no 
way of getting out of theatre ex- 
penses, they are using these facili- 
ties to the hilt. Tendency now is to 
go in for theatrical lighting and 
production as though shows were 
being shown in presentation houses. 

Some execs predict that most 
broadcasting will eventually eman- 
ate from theatres and holdings will 
later pay off big dividends because 
of television. 


Ned Sparks-Barnet 
2-Hr. Show -Mulled 
By Philly Soda Co. 


Franks Soda Co., Philadelphia, in 
connection with expanding distribu- 
tion of its products, is negotiating 
with Ned Sparks and Charlie Barnet 
and orch for a half-hour comedy- 
musical network radio program. 

Sparks is reportedly being sought 
by several sponsors for radio after 
his click performance on Fred Allen 
program Jan. 30. 


Sill Leaves WNEW 


Jerry Sill has resigned after five 
months with WNEW, N. Y., as sales 
promotion director. His fyture plans 
are indefinite. 

Prior to joining WNEW, Sil) for 
years was previously with CBS. 


Premieres 
(Feb. 9 to Feb. 19) 
Feb. 9 


“My Best Girls,’ drama; 8:30- 
"9 p.m., Wednesdays; WJZ-Blue; 
Sterling Drug, Inc., Young Ru- 
bicam agency. 


Feb. 13 
“World Parade,” with Curt 
Massey, Upton Close, Roy 


Shields orch; 2-2:30 p.m., CWT. 
Sundays; NBC; Shaeffer; Rus- 
sell M. Seeds agency. 
Feb. 14 
“Blue Newsroom’ Review,” 
with Edward Jorgenson; 1:20- 
1:30 p m., PWT, Mon., Wed., Fri.; 
Blue, 10 Pacific Coast stations; 
Resinol Chemical Co.; Courtland 
D, Ferguson Agency. 
Feb. 15 
“Creeps in the Night,” with 
Boris Karloff, guests; 10:30-11 
p.m., Tuesdays; WJZ-Blue; 
sustaining. 


Lolly’s ‘Matinee’ Date 
Deal Would Send Her 
Tome Into GI Camps 


Louella Parsons, who recently au- 
thored “The Gay Illiterate” is trying 
to open a gap in a heavy N. Y. 
schedule to appear on “Broadway 
Matinee.” CBS afternoon show 
staged by J. Walter Thompson for 
Owens-Illinois Glass. “Lolly” is 
skedded to return to the Coast early 
next week but may defer departure 
in favor of a “Matinee” appearance. 
Proposed deal, it is reported, 
would have client purchase quantity 
of the film columnist’s volume for 
distribution in service camps rather 
than make straight payment to guest. 
Miss Parsons’ other mike appear- 
ances while in N. Y. included guest 
shot with Mary Margaret McBride, 
Monday, (7), and a spot on Fred 
Allen progfam Sunday (13). 


W-T Radio Ed Pleads 
Not Guilty on ‘Hate’ 
Blurbs, Blames Mag 


New York, Feb. 8. 
Editor, “Variety”: 

I have read your editorial on “Hit 
and Run Criticism,’ taking me to 
task for my piece in the current 
issue of Vogue. And, boys, it hurts. 

For that reason I should like to sub- 
mit a note for your Department of 
Fuller Explanation, and hope that 
you will, in all fairness, find room 
for it in your pages. 

Vogue assigned me to write a piece 
titled “Things I Hate in Radio.” My 
story, as submitted, ran over 3,500 
words. I listed my hates, but along 
with them I listed some of the things 
I like in radio. I was careful to men- 
tion the things I approve, the sign- 
posts that point to a better radio for 
tomorrow and the day after. It may 
be a long time coming, I indicated, 
but it will yet come. 

The “hates,” as cited in my origi- 
nal manuscript, were tempered with 
some gentle observations on the in- 
dustry and its people, some qualify- 
ing statements that were as impor- 
tant to the text as the “hate” blurbs 
that finally appeared in print—un- 
adorned and not very nice. 

Because of the paper shortage, be- 
cause of injudicious editing and the 
desire to make the story conform in 
all respects to the title, what finally 
appeared in print sounds like the last 
snarling gasp of an old and bitter 
lady. It was not meant to sound so. 

Truly, gentlemen, I don’t hate 
radio. Much of it annoys me, dis- 
mays me and discourages me. But I 
never have felt that my criticism is 
entirely negative. I poke fun at 
radio, true. But it is good-natured 
fun. If the medium is strained at 
times, it is a healthy sign of growing 
pains. And that is good. 

Essentially, I am optimistic about 

(Continued on page 38) 


RKO TESTS STUDIO 
STRIP ON COAST BLUE 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 

RKO studio goes on the air Feb. 28 
with a weekly quarter hour strip 
over the westeri segment of the 
Blue network. If the test works out 
the studio interviews and _ gossip 
spreads cross country. Mike will be 
set up in the studio commissary. 

Figuring that Hollywood is well 
enough covered by columnists and 
radio gabbers, studio has decided 
against a local outlet. 


Who's Afraid Big, Bad 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


Burning question along radio row is whether columnist Sidney 
Skolsky has overcome his mike fright. Having assured Danny Danker, 
headman at the J. Walter Thompson agency, that he has, he was forth. 
with booked to play himself in the Lux broadcast (21) of “Wake Up 
and Live” with the one and only Frank Sinatra. 

Next day, however, Skolsky begged off, telling Danker he would 
have to be in Florida along about that time to talk over the picture 
with Al Jolson he'll produce at Columbia. Danker sez it’s mike fright 
and an out-and-out powder he’s taking, but Sir Sidney insists it ain’ 
so, Years ago “Mousy” gave up radio after it became necessary to 


strap him down to the mike. 


{Jolson left for Hollywood on Monday 


(7) so it looks like Sidney’s just skeered.—Ed.] 


Blue Survey Points Up Need For 


More Diversity in Daytime Shows; 


Out of 10 


A. 


Brengel Aides Wamboldt 


New Blue network commercial 
program addition is George Brengel, 
who will aide Bob Wamboldt, exec 
in that department. Both were as- 
sociated in the Compton agency. 

Brengel's last chore was in the 
March of Dimes campaign. 


26-Wk. Series on Negro 
Contributions Will Be 
Aired By WMCA, N. Y. 


On the theory that radio should 
finance worthy “public information 
projects, WMCA, N. Y. has endowed 
a City-Wide Citizens Committee on 
Harlem to permit presentation of a 
series of programs designed to reflect 
the true character and contributions 
of the Negro race, The endowment 
of $2,000 is in addition to the title 
and material in Roi Ottley’s book, 
“New World A’Comin’” upon which 
the broadcasts will be based, 

The 26-week series bows in on 
Sunday Feb. 27, 3-3:30 p.m., and will 
be scripted by Ottley, with Mrs. 
Ottley assisting as contact. Direction 
and production will be handled by 
Mitchell Grayson. Program’s theme 
song will be the first movement of 
Duke’ Ellington’s “New World 
A’Comin’” symphony which was 
presented for the first time a. few 
weeks ago at Carnegie Hall, N. Y. 


—And Radio 


As far as known radio, as an industry, 


Stands 


There 


It was this column in which Mr. Lipp- 


has made no effort to sound out Walter 
Lippmann as to the possibility of the latter 
addressing the country over a weekly four 
network hookup, or even to establishing 
that hookup. And also, as far as known, 
Mr. Lippmann continues as cool as here- 
tofore toward anything pertaining to 
radio. 


It was recently suggested in “Variety” 
that radio and Mr. Lippmann might fuse 
in a program which radio could then do- 
nate as a service to its country. More 
specifically, the suggestion was that radio 
should adopt “Abe Lincoln’s Story,” now 
current on Mutual, as the instrument to 
entice public interest and then present Mr. 
Lippmann as that half hour program’s 
closing speaker. ~ 


“Variety,” in its issue of Jan. 19 said, 
and we here repeat, that “no newspaper- 
man in this country has written as has Mr. 
Lippmann of this war.” And also that 
“*Abe Lincoln’s Story’ is the finest network 
program on the air. But of even more im- 
portance is that this program holds tre- 
mendous national significance for radio, as 
an industry, if radio will reach out and 
embrace it.” 


The following discourse should discount 
that faction which is skeptical of What Mr. 
Lippmann has to say because he writes for 
a Republican paper. It is also an example 
of what radio might present to the people 
at the close of an “Abe Lincoln’s Story” 
episode if some effort were made. Read- 
ing, or speaking, time—five minutes: 


(Editor’s Note)—It was here intended 
to reprint Mr. Lippmann’s column of last 
Saturday, Feb. 5, but permission was re- 
fused by the New York “Herald Tribune.” 


mann chided the prominent Presidential 
candidates, except Mr. Willkie, for the 
silence they have been keeping about their 
intentions and concluded by calling upon 
Governor Dewey to meet Mr. Willkie in 
open debate. That was last Saturday. 
Yesterday (Tuesday) did you read in the 
papers what Mr. Willkie had to say from 
Utah on Monday? Or Pegler, who has 
been in Albany pushing Dewey, admitting 
in his Monday column that it was time for 
the Governor to speak out and Pegler in 
Albany in mid-winter is the tip on the ex- 
tent to which the boys intend to go in the 
coming campaign. However, the quick 
echoing of the Lippmann analysis by the 
Messrs. Wen and Wes is what we wish to 
emphasize. This echoing is far from un- 
usual either in printer’s ink or by wireless. 


A talent agency contacted Mr. Lipp- 
mann, with radio in mind, following this 
paper’s editorial of Jan. 19 but Mr. Lipp- 
mann, according to report, remains of the 
opinion that his voice is not of radio cali- 
bre—commercially speaking, anyway. But 


“Variety’s” point is that of what difference 


‘is the timber of your voice if you have 


something worthwhile to say which can 
be carried to the people over the air as 
well as in the press? 


So here stands radio facing an oppor- 
tunity involving national service about 
which it evidently intends to do abso- 
lutely nothing. And there stands Mr. Lipp- 
mann who has little or no faith in his 
speaking voice. 

Gentlemen, be seated. 

Gentlemen, do something. Sid. 


P.S.—Aren’t we having one hell of a 
ne getting radio and Lippmann to the 
altar? 


ilies Use Sets Daily 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 


Probably as much newsprint and 
ink have been expended on the pros 
and cons of daytime serials as any 
other one subject in radio. Many 
and varied are the views that have 
been aired and many are the charts 
and statistics that have been drawn 
to prove either that they are doomed 
as a popular medium of radio or to 
prove that they are the one staple 
fixture in daytime radio. 


The first radical departure from 
the time-tested formula of daytime 
serials on a large scale was brought 
about by the separation of NBC and 
the Blue Network. Confronted by 
the very real problem of selling time 
on the newly-acquired network, the 
new owner and managers of the Blue 
set about to make a survey of the 
deytime listening audience. 

Certain conclusions were drawn 
from the survey, but basicaily the 
big point was that daytime variety 
programs, popular and semi-classical 
music and quiz shows didn't take 
listeners away from daytime serials 
but merely added more listeners to 
the daytime air audience. 

During the month of December the 
Blue carried the highest rating of 
any of the three standard networks 
with a CAB coincideftal of 4.5. NBC 
rating was 3.5 and CBS 4.2, with the 
Hooper for November showing Blue 
5.0, NBC 3.5 and CBS 4.8. The rea- 
son for the higher rating for the Blue 
was undoubtedly influenced by the 
“Breakfast Club” and “Breakfast at 
Sardi’s,” but nevertheless it shows 
that there is a definite trend under 
way that will force all networks to 
diversification in daytime programs 
in the coming months. 


Other Facets 


Points brought out by the survey 
which was conducted by Foote, Cone 
and Belding were: 

1. At least 70% of the nation’s 
housewives are available to the radio 


Writers Guild, 
Webs Negotiate 


Negotiations are currently in prog- 
ress between the Radio Writers 
Guild and the various nets. Three 
meetings have been held thus far to 
work out the new plans for staff 
script continuity writers at NBC, 
CBS and the Blue networks. The 
nets are asking for a three-year con- 
tract but the Guild only wants to 
sign a contract until the end of this 
year — some 10% months. Salary 
minimums and a 40-hour week are 
also under discussion. Agreement 
will directly affect 14 writers at CBS 
(four of them in the education dept. 
of WABC, New York), nine at NBC 
and six at the Blue. However its 
overall effect will be felt by writers 
throughout the business since the 
agreement acts as a yardstick for 
free-lance and agency salaries. Other 
negotiations are under way, between 
the Guild and the CBS shortwave 
division and between the Guild and 
the NBC news division. 
~ Pete Lyon is representing the 
Guild while CBS has James Seward, 
I. S. Becker, Robert J. Landry and 
Howard Houseman, attorney, as its 
representatives. NBC is being spoken 
for by John MacDonald, Clarence 
Menser, and Lewis Titterton; the 
Blue is represented by Stuart Buch- 
anan and Robert Swesey. 

Luise Sillcox is conducting the 
negotiations with the CBS shortwave 
division for the Guild while Dorothy 
Bryant performs the same chore in 
the NBC news division dealings. 
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Kate Smith & Co. : 


CBS execs are still trying to learn the identity of a New York cab- 
driver who, at almost half-hour intervals, kept in constant touch via 
telephone with Kate Smith last Tuesday (1), joining the latter in her 
‘round-the-clock radio vigil in which she chalked up record-breaking 
subscriptions of $110,000,000 in bond sales. 

The cabbie, who merely identified himself as “Curley,” pounded his 
taxi route during the entire day and night broadcasting session, keep- 
ing his radio tuned in to the CBS singing star for the benefit of his 
passengers. On each occasion when Miss Smith went off the air, the 
driver would take up the bond pitch from there, until he had talked 


the passenger into a bond purchase. 
telephone to tell Miss Smith: “This is Curley. 


you.” 


And each time he’d run to a 
I just sold another for 


During the marathon sale, one of the CBS operators handling the 
over-the-phone pledges found herself on the receiving end of the 
following conversation: “I just heard Kate Smith. Will you put me 


down for a (pause). 
hung up. . 


Pardon me, but my house is on fire.” 


The party 


CBS Asks Script Execs All Webs 
To Go Easy on Those Sinatra Jibes 


CBS has passed the word around ¢ 


to “lay off” Frank Sinatra. Web's 
script execs are minutely perusing 
all contemplated references to The 
Voice, and on the q.t. have even 
asked officials on other webs to do 
likewise. 

Contention on part of CBS, and 
also Music Corp. of America, which 
handles swooner, that remarks con- 
cerning physique, ete. of Sinatra 
were becoming too caustic for com- 
fort. 

Limit, as far as CBS and MCA 
was concerned, was reached when 
Fred Allen put on a skit on his Jan. 
16 show for Texaco centering around 
Sinatra getting bumped off, with 
“One Long Pan,” detective character, 
solving the case. Skit in original 
form reportedly burned MCA execs 
so much that*they threatened to 
subpoena Allen’s reps and hold up 
the script entirely. However, it did 
go on but was toned down consider- 
ably. 

The Voice is heard on the Vimms 
show Wednesdays, and the Lucky 
Strike program Saturdays, both over 
CBS. 


Threaten Sponsor Boycott 
Rochester, Feb. 8. 

Mort Nusbaum, WSAY, discovered 
Sinatra fans hereabouts are scrap- 
pers. 

As a gag on his “12:40 Club” in- 
formal program he played the plat- 
ter “I Couldn’t Sleep a Wink Last 
Night,” then cracked: “That’s no way 
for a Sinatra song to end. Play the 
last part again.” Station engineer 
then synchronized screams, cheers 
and applause. 

Next day Nusbaum got a flood of 
letters and phone calls, girls taking 
a burn at the “affront” to their idol. 
But the payoff was a line of women 
marching into the Columbia Music 
Store, sponsor of the program, de- 
manding a public apology or they'd 
boycott the siore. 

So Nusbaum apologized over the 
air, declaring he’d meant no harm, 
and really was a personal friend of 
the singer. 


CELESTE HOLM GIVES 
UP ‘WHAT’S NEW?’ SPOT 


Celeste Holm, who stepped into 
the RCA “What’s New?” Saturday 
night Blue show when the pregram 
moved east several weeks ago, has 
dropped out. 

Comedienne, appearing in the 
smash Broadway musical, “Okla- 
homa,” cited the strenuous ordeal of 
doubling into the air show between 
the matinee and evening stage per- 
formances. She’s also booked into 
the Persian Room at the Hotel Plaza, 
N. Y., beginning Feb. 15 and prefers 
to step out of the radio show rather 
than give up the nitery engagement. 
No replacement is planned. J. Walter 
Thompson is the agency. 

Lou Bring, maestro who has been 
conducting the band on “What's 
New,” turns over the baton to an- 
other as yet unselected conductor 
when the show is cut to a half hour. 

Bring came east from Hollywood 
with “New” and is in a hurry to 
get back. His wife and family are 
there, 


BEER CO. TO SPONSOR 
DIXON’S D. C. LAMPOON 


George Dixon, N. Y. Daily News- 
Chicago Tribune Syndicate Wash- 
ington coiumnist, wiii be featured on 
a thrice weekly 15-minute radio 
program sponsored by Duquesite 
Beer Co., Pittsburgh, as soon as the 
Blue can clear evening time for the 
show. 

Format would be commentary in 
a semi-humorous vein, lampooning 
the Washington goings-on. 


TRY 
SRO 


By GEORGE ROSEN 

Network and agency execs, study- 
ing with keen interest the break- 
downs of the record billings piled 
up by the four major webs during 
1943, have virtually resigned them- 
selves to the inevitability of finding 
themselves stepping into the tough- 
est time situation in radio history. 
Careful scrutiny of the commercial 
sponsorship auspices has convinced 
them that the situation will not only 
be applicable to 1944, but that only 
the mythical “rubber clock®can get 
them out of the post-war time avail- 
ability dilemma that’s shaping up. 

With virtually all good network 
time now sold (NBC and CBS have 
had the radio equivalant of the SRO 
sign up for months, while the night- 
time availability on Mutual and the 
Blue has been narrowed down to a 
few open spots), there appears little 
likelihood that the nets can catch 
up with the backlog of potential 
sponsors and formulated commercial 
programs. The situation is such that 
already daytime radio is beginning 
to get a big sponsorship play, with 
increasing evidence that the year 
ahead will find a record number of 
daytime variety and other types of 
sponsored programs that ordinarily 
would fit into the nighttime pattern. 

Need “Rubber Clock” 

Pointing up the quest for the elu- 
sive “rubber clock” and the virtual 
certainty that there will be no 
sloughing off of sponsor interest in 
nighttime shows are the top-ranking 
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R-CLOCK BLUE 


Jingle Boys’ Pockets Jingle 
Miniature E. T. Shows Skyrocket 
Into a $10,000,000-a-Year Business 


‘Time and Tide...’ 


Indicative of the ° current 
scramble for better network 
time is situation that 
cropped up last week when the 
“Dr. IL Q.” show cancelled itself 
off the Monday night NBC 9:30- 
10 spot. Within 15 minutes the 
time had been pacted by “Infor- 
mation Please,” latter moving up 
from the 10.30-11 slot. 

Several minutes later “I. Q.” 
sponsors tried to rescind the 
order and retain the spot, but 
was notied it was too late. De- 
tails of the “Info” can be found 
elsewhere in the Radio Section. 


‘JINGLES’ NAUSEATING 
TO HOWARD BARLOW 


Regina, Sask., Feb. 8. 
“Jingle” radio commercials were 
branded as “rauseating” by Howard 
Barlow, U. S. conductor-composer, 
in an interview at Vancouver. 
“Radio must lift standards, instead 
of catering downwards,” he said. 


He commented that Canadian and 
American audiences differ in their 
reactions to good music, Americans 
demanding “ear ticklers — a little 
novelty, a little sensation.” 


RADIO’S GREATEST OPPORTUNITY 


Radio’s greatest opportunity lies dor- 
mant, waiting to be seized. If fully and 
advantageously explored, it can produce 


ethe crown of achievement that will ele- 


vate the radio industry to a rank never be- 
fore attained by any medium in fighting 
for social justice and man’s right to a bet- 
ter life. 


We are fighting to win the war and the 
peace. Therefore our post-war rehabilita- 
tion and adjustment will constitute one of 
the biggest jobs in the peace to come. The 
task of finding jobs for the vast demo- 
bilized army of 10,000,000 men can easily 
wreck our economy and the possibility of 
an era of post-war deflation looms dark 
and ominous, 


Careful and able planning, from this day 
on, can preserve for us the democracy for 
which our armies are fighting. Here, then, 
is radio’s great opportunity. At its com- 
mand is a vast organization already in 
operation that is large enough, able 
enough and possesses means enough to be 
in a position of not only showing the way, 
but taking the lead in one of the most 
gigantic tasks that has ever confronted 
our nation. 


The pitfalls are obvious and the oppor- 
tunity can be so easily dissipated by 
picayune interests that would capitalize 
on it for their selfish purposes. It cannot 
be done by individual stations and pro- 
grams benefiting by the goodwill fostered 
in solving local unemployment problems. 
Local stations, backed by civic and indus- 
trial enterprise could readily establish 
“employment agencies of the air” and so 
find jobs for returning GI’s. This could be 
multiplied hundreds of times throughout 
the country by both small and large sta- 
tions and still be an inadequate substitute 
for the necessary legislation and overall 
nv’ that this gargantuan job will re- 
quire. The job is too great to be treated 
personally or emotionally. It must en- 


compass a plan that should start at the 
bottom by educating the nation to the 
existing problem, its gigantic size, its far- 


reaching consequences and the vital need 
for an immediate solution. 


Radio, by its very nature, able to: reach 
into virtually every home in the nation, is 
in a position to do the job as no other ex- 
isting setup. Through radio, the problem 
can be interpreted in the simple, under- 
standable terms of the dramatic sketch, 
through the enlistment of its commenta- 
tors, its stars, round-table discussions, etc. 


To the people must be show . the vast re- 
sources that are at the disposal of the na- 
tion and that can be utilized to correct de- 
plorable housing conditions, inadequate 
educational aiid recreational facilities and 
other ills that must be rectified before a 
full-fledged democracy will be function- 
ing. When all the facts are clearly under- 
stood the people will readily see that our 
economy can easily absorb into its work- 
ing ranks the army of 10,000,000 and in no 
way upset our existing. social structure. 
But in addition to making its vast audi- 
ence conscious of the enormity of. these 
available resources, and how the post- 
war generation can be kept busily at 
work carrying out this ambitious program, 
radio must also set forth the need for 
harmony. For a united nation is just as 
important to keep the peace as it is to win 
the war. To achieve the desired results 
radio must stress the need for continued 
cooperation between management and 
labor in order not to destroy the vast crea- 
tive power of our labor force. 


This, then, is the huge educational task 
that awaits radio—an educational task 
that can translate itself into terms of 
millions of jobs for the boys home from 
the wars. For if it is done properly, radio 
can take the lead in helping the country 
solve its most acute post-war problem. It’s 
not a job that can be accomplished in any 
short-range program. But it is not too 
early to start. First of all, it will require 
a complete unity of all phases of radio 
with the most comprehensive cooperation. 


It is big, colossal, but it can make radio 
big and colossal. 


| public service program, 


Radio spot jingle transcriptions 
have developed from a gimmick 
into an estimated $10,000,000 annual 
business rivalling the production of 
fulltime shows. And _ it’s being 
raked in by relative unknowns 
in the radio field. The transcrip- 
tion producers, who shun the lime- 
light and of whom radio execs us- 
ually remark, “They’re doing pretty 
well for themselves,” form an inner 
circle that is doing better than the 
toppers themselves realize. 

This group, now limited by the 
number who first got in on the 
ground floor, pull down individual 
yearly returns ranging up to $150,- 
000. The advertising agencies 
transcription budgets are also in 
the upper brackets $4,000,000 for *44 
for the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, 
and $2,000,000 for one account, she 
American Chicle Co., at Badger, 
Browning, Hersey, for 
Among those in the top ranks of the 
jingle producers @re the combine of 
Alan Kent and Austen Croom 
Croom-Johnson, which _ grossed 
$150,000 last year; Andy Love, who 
reaiized $100,000; and Phil Cook, the 
erstwhile “Quaker Oats Man,” who 
pulled down about $50,000 last year. 
Jack Wilsher is another leader in 
the field but he’s an agency man and 
therefore no figure is available on 
his jingle returns. 

Fees From $2,500 

Fees for individual transcriptions 
depend on the number of statidns 
using them, the number of times on 
the air each day and the length of 
time they’re to be used. The fees 
range from $2,500 up and in the 
average deal the sponsor pays $1,500 


Tryout’ Policy 
For Tele Shows 


With commercial television still in 
its infancy a policy of out-of-town 
tryouts similar to legit productions 
already is being introduced. Comp- 
ton agency, N. Y., is taking a new 
40-minute video variety show to 
Schenectady, Friday (11), to break 
it in at the GE studios there before 
the New York preem the following 
Wednesday (16) over DuMont’s 
W2XWV. Puppets and a newspaper 
cartoonist will be used to plug prod- 
ucts of clients, Procter & Gamble 
and Socony-Vacuum. 

For the show Alexander King has 
scripted a special playlet showcasing 
Remo Bufano’s puppets and titled 
“The Saga of Steve Cranberry.” It's 


| described as new treatment of the 


daytime serial formula with plugs 
worked in minus continuity breaks. 
Stan McGovern N. Y. Post political 
and humorous cartoonist, also is 
spotted on the Compton show being 
built by James Manilla. Deal is 
straight agency experiment, it’s un- 
derstood, with no sponsor coin in- 
volved. 


Mr. and Mrs. Average 
Family Woes to Get 
Airing in WJZ Series 


WJZ, N. Y., is planning another 
format of 
which will be a roundtable discus- 
sion of questions pertaining to fame 
ily problems, economics, 
budgets, juvenile delinquency, etc. 
Purpose is to give well-considered 
answers to everyday woes confronte 
ing family life. ® 

Participants in discussions will be 
Dr. William Moulton Marston, one of 
the inventors of the lie-detector test 
and a phychologist who will act as 
moderator; Mrs. Mildred Langston, 
dean of: the Katherine Gibbs School: 
Marcus Duffield, N. Y. Herald Tri- 
bune Sunday feature editor; Walter 
Kiernan, Blue web and WJZ com- 
mentator, and Alma Kitchell, radid 
home economist and commentator. 


instance. 
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‘Town Meeting’ Target of Sociology 
Prof for Controversial Airings 


Minneapolis, Feb. 8. 


Preem Set for Feb. 17 


basting from Samuel M. Strong, ei 

fessor of sociology at Macalester 

college here, for bringing up ques- am 

tions that agitate various minority] The WJZ Victory Troupe goes on 
groups in the country “at a time) the air Feb. 17 from the Manhattan 
when the home rront should be com-| Beach Coast Guard station. Program 


will be heard from 4-4:30 p.m. over 
. i SS, e 
gled out the discussion of the Polish- | WJZ and the Blue New England 


carried! net 
Tr oupe, including Whispering Jack 
Prof. Strong called attention to Smith, Nene Woods, singer; Jeanne 
the near free-for-all battle with Roy, comedienne; Texas Jim Robert- 
which the forum broadcast ended) son, the Kibitzers and the Airlane 
and also the booing and applauding Trio, will be making its air debut 
by the audience. | afte ‘r over 200 appearances at service 
“It is too early for the public dis-| bases, war plants, hospitals and bond 


Russian boundary 
over WTCN here. 


dispute, 


cussion of boundaries,” said Prof.) rallies. ; 
Strong. “Not all the facts concerning | Maurice Joachim and Joe Seiferth 


the boundary questions are known’ 
here yet and we should wait until 
the war has been won—when the 
persons living in the disputed terri- 

tories may have a voice in the mat-| 


are scripting the program. 


‘Playhouse’ Going 
Off; ‘Ignorant’ As 
Replacement 


The “Philip Morris Playhouse,” 
longtime drama fixture on CBS, 
leaves the airlanes after two more 


shows, with “It Pays to Be Ignorant,” 
Tom Howard-George Shelton com- 
edy package slated to take over for 
the ciggie concern Friday night (25) 
at the same time, 9-9:30 p. m. Comics 
are bowing off the Kate Smith pro- 
gram to step into their own spon- 
sored slot. 

A prolonged lull in survey rating 
reports prompted dropping of “Play- 
house,” according to inside info 
which has the sponsor anxious to ex- 
periment in the comedy field in 


|search of bigger audiences. Diffi- 
N. ¥. Local 802 of the American | culty in obtaining suitable “Holly- 


Federation of Musicians sat dow N) wood type” scripts for the dramatic 
with representatives of NBC, Mutual) pai¢ hours also is said to have in- 
and Blue net last Friday (4) to be-| 
gin the negotiating of new radio- | 
musician contracts. CBS reps were, 


gueststar Joan Fontaine (18) with 
not in on the meeting, on Petrillo’s| |Franchot Tone slated for lead in 
orders, and will not begin negoti a- | 


| “Here Comes Mr. Jordan” this Fri- 
tions until certain situations between) gay ay. 


CBS affiliates and out of town locals 
are cleared up. There is no undue 


abet, these Sats PRODUCTION. SHIFTS 


ter—before we bring up 
questions. 
“Talking about them now baie 


only to agitation and ill will among | 
the minority groups here—and that 
is exactly what the Nazis hope for. 
It is unfair to our major allies to 
be criticized and bandied around 
now for their supposed attitudes on 
boundary questions. Russia is still 
bearing the brunt of the war. She 
has not yet reoceupied her own ter- 
ritory, yet she was being severely 
criticized over the air.” 


CBS Barred As 
AFM, Nets Begin 
Contract Talks 


fluenced the switch. 


Last “Playhouse” performance will 


smoothed out, however. 
Conversation between 802 officials 


and reps of the other nets is 4 AT Y&R AGENCY 


stood to have been friendly and in- BS ; 
new programs, shifts 

volved an exchange of demands that Addition of n prog > 
from the Coast and men going into 


are expected to be honored quickly. | 
After the meeting Jack Rosenberg,| service have contributed to many 
602 president, left for Chicago where) production shifts at Young & Rubi- 
the AFM executive board went into 
session Monday (7). 


|cam agency. Among the new shows 


| ave “My Best Girls,” bowing in to- 
night (9), which will be prodiiced by 

| Weslie McKee. Also new is the Wal- 

eh ans | ter Pidgeon show, which bowed in on 


|Sunday (6); Rupert Lucas produces 
Hi Union Snag 


| with Ted Bliss taking over his “Sil- 
Chicago, Feb. 


ver Theatre” spot. 

Recent decision on the part of me | 
and CBS to allow affiliates to 
broadcast network commercial 


Edwin Duerr takes over production 
of “The Aldrich Family” from Harry 
Ackerman, who handled it tempo- 
rarily. Day Tuttle will produce 
re- | “Mystery Theatre” in Sandy Stro- 
and | nach’s place. Stronach has gone into 
sustaining shows over FM outlets!the Y&R talent department. Lester 
without extra charge may strike a! Vail will take over Bob Novak's 
snag when results of week-long hud- | chore on the “March of Time”; Novak 
dle between James C. Petrillo and/| is leaving the agency to direct the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the AFM exec committee, which! Greater N. Y. Fund radio campaign. 

started at Stevens hotel yesterday; The shift of Carol O'Mara into su- 

(7), are announced, pervisory work necessitated the spot- 
It's understood some members of 


ting of Ned Tollinger on the Burns 


union governing body are in favor of and Allen program and Tony Hart 
upping the payment rates for musi-|g9n the Sherlock Holmes stanza. 


cians’ services on studio shows if the 
programs are to be aired over both 
AM and FM outlets. Explanation of 
the move to include FM outlets in 
network activities and a demonstra- | 
tion of the high fidelity system were | 
given to conferees Monday by O. B. 
Hanson, NBC chief engineer, as pre- | 
lim to union discussion of the policy | 


| Finally, illness has forced the substi- 
tution of Glenhall Taylor for Arthur 
Moore on the Sor Shore airer. 


 Weingand (Teddy Dale) 
In the Longhair Groove 


as regards FM feeding of web shows. | Teddy Dale. associate conductor to 
In town during Petrillo’s meeting 


Paul Whiteman on the Philco-“Vari- 
are Niles Trammel. NBC, and Edgar 99 66 ” 
Kobak of the Blue network. Also | °tY ‘Radio Hall & Fame” program, 
slated for AFM discussion is a pro- | | was born Theodore Weingand, and as 
posed standard pay rate for studies the latter he composes longhair stuff, 
tooters in x. Chi and Holly wood. such as the “Crazy House Suite.” 


Pierre Monteux and the NBC Sym- 
WGAR AUDITIONS MIKEMEN 


‘phony performed latter one night 
recently. while Dale was playing 
the xylophone with the Manhattan 
Merry-Go-Round program in an 
NBC studio on a lower floor in 
Radio City. 

Dale (as Weingand) is also going 
in for symph stuff. 


Cleveland, Feb. 8. 
WGAR, looking for mikemen to re- 
plenish its staff, held an open audi- 
tion Saturdey (5). 
Dave Baylor, who conducted the 
audition, is studying results. 


oa in the show. 


Venezuelan Courtesy 


President Medina of Vene- 
zuela guested on the Owens- 
Illinois “Broadway Matinee” 
afternoon CBS show last week 
and was accorded the usual fan- 
fare, with the Allan Roth orch 
introducing him via the Vene- 
zuelian national anthem. 

After the program, President 
Medina expressed his gratitude 
to Roth, explaining through an 
interpreter that it was best ren- 
dition of the anthem he had 
heard in this country since it 
was played by the N. Y. Sanita- 
tion Dept. band. 


Ed Wynn Sets 
Show But Wants 
Right Sponsor 


Ed Wynn is returning to the air 
but so far he’s turned down. all 
offers of sponsors because he doesn’t 
care for the products to be adver- 


tised. Several of the sponsors, how- 
ever, are interested in the show, 
which is being offered in package 
form, and a deal is expected shortly. 
Wynn has been off the air since 
August, 1936, at which time he 
broadcast for Plymouth Motors. Pre- 
vious to that he had been on the 
Texaco program for several years 
as the Fire Chief. 


New program is tabbed “Ed 
Wynn’s Radio School” and- deals 
with a boardinghouse keeper who 
knows just what's wrong with ra- 
dio and opens a school in his hos- 
telry to play Mr. Fixit. 

John E. Gibbs & Co. is producing 
the show. 


Hitchcock Air 


Chillers 


“Suspense by Hitchcock,” a half- 
hour package show to be directed by 
Alfred Hitchcock, will be aired from 
the Coast this spring or fall, depend- 
ing upon when the English film di- 


rector returns to this country from 
his homeland. 

Hitherto associated only with pic- 
tures, Hitchcock will point up the 
suspense and horror element, his 
film trademark, in a weekly series 
featuring Hollywood gues; stars, 


Reported that several sponsors are 


$12,000, 000 War Bond 
Gross Shapes Up For 


Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 

Much civie pride attaches to the 
Philco-“Variety” “Radio 
Fame” 
;one Sunday at 6-7 p.m. 
| Blue network, when it originates 
from the 3.500-seat Academy of 
Music, as part of a War Bond pitch. 
Scaled at around $8,000,000 in ad- 


over the 


will be nearer $12,000,000, 
Phileo’ distributors and dealers | 
shelling out plenty of $100 Bonds for | 
customers and guests. 
Philco, home-cityed 
town, for its share is 
board on talent for 
with all commercials eschewed in 
favor of simple Americanism 
Sages, as it parades 
Bidu Sayao, Frederic March, Jimmy | 
Durante, Alec Templeton and 
Lowell Thomas to the mike. These | 
stars are converging here all week 
from divers sectors of the country, 
headquartered at the Bellevue- 
Stratford where Philco is playing 
host on behalf of the Emergency Aid 
of Philadelphia. 
Paul Whiteman 


in Quaker- 
going Over- 
the full-hour, 


Joan Fontaine, 


and his full or- 


chestra; special maestro Joseph 
Stopak of the Blue (who will 
baton for Miss Sayao); producer- 


director DeVere Engelbach, scripter 
Milton Geiger, exec producer Bob 
Wamboldt, and execs from the Blue, 
the William Morris agency and 
“Variety,” are also due here in ad- 
vance for the gala broadcast. It’s 
llth in the Philco series and easily 
the most pretentious, budget-wise, 
since that inaugural kickoff hour 
last Dec, 5. Estimated that the talent 
alone is around the $20,000 mark for 


this particular program. 


+ + + ++ i++ + +++ + + +4 


i rom the Production 


IN NEW YORK CITY 


Bob Wolfe, Kenyon & Eckhardt radio director, into Navy....Walt Pier. 
son, head of CBS sound dept., and Ray Cramer, radio director, i 
Young & Rubicam auditioning singers of folk songs for Gulf Spray summer 
series....Phil Carlin, Blue v.p. in charge of program, out ill, 

Jean Hersholt takes his “Dr. Christian” CBS show to Hollywood for two 
months on Feb. 10....Florence Ortman, scripter of “Death Valley Days,” 
goes to the Coast tomor row (10) to work on two McCann-Erickson shows 
to ermanate from there shortly. No successor named to handle “Valley”. ___ 
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. McCann also to the Coast tomorrow. Don Low e 
chosen to replace Gene Hamilton as announcer on Boston Symphony 
Saturday night broadcasts over the Blue sponsored by Allis-Chalmers. 
Hamilton has been inducted....Report in Radio Row that Lanny Ross. jin 
service, has been brought back from the South Pacific and is in a Cali- 
fornia hospital seriously ill with malaria....Gene Rouse, Blue central 
division news and special events director, a N. Y. visitor from Chi. 
John Reed King, “Double or Nothing” quizmaster, doing a series of quiz 
features for “Click” mag....Marvin Davis, WTOC, Savannah, Ga., in N, Y, 
for confabs with CBS execs 


Centres 


Bob Russell, singer at the Hotel New Yorker, started a recerd jockey 
_turn at WHN, Saturday (5) for Barracini Candy. John Robert Powers, the 
| model mogul, and bandleader Johnny Long guested on the initial airer. 


Kate Smith leaves for the Coast in two weeks for series of originations 
from nearby camps. Accompanying her will be Harry Ackerman, of 
Young & Rubicam, and Fran Van Hartesveldt, producer of the program 

..John W. Vandercook, NBC foreign news gabber, upped his mike ap- 
pearances to 13 this week when he took over Raymond Gram Swing’s 
Blue network 10 p.m. spots for Socony-Vacuum, Mon.-Thurs., while the 
latter vacationed....Blue network news shows moved into their own 
broadcasting booths Sat. (5) on the third floor of the NBC building after 
sharing quarters with NBC’ers on the fourth floor ever since the web 
separation. ...Howard Meighan, head of CBS local sales, back from month's 
stay on Coast with Mrs. Meighan....George Roosen, WABC script writer 
received his draft notice from Chicago last week and was in the Army 
the following morning. Evelyn Hart, program director of WFIN, Findlay, 
O., has joined CBS publicity department. She's rooming with Vaughn 
King, radio actress, also a native of Findlay. 


WBYN has moved to the Fox Theatre building, Brooklyn. Station's 
former home was at 132 West 43rd street....Leopold Stokowski and the 
NBC Symphony Orchestra will present the world premiere of the “Sym- 
phony No. 4” by George Antheil on the General Motors Symphony of the 
Air program Sunday (13). 


Bill Maloney, publicity head at B.B.D. & O. in Detroit last week for 
* sacigumaeg with Chrysler officials re the DeSoto account. 


‘IN HOLLYWOOD . 


Jack Carson and all hands on the cciiaiais soup show renewed, putting 
at rest all those rumors which have been making the rounds....Tom 
Harrington cleaning up his affairs here preparatory to taking a six-month 
leave to build up his health. Hubbell Robinson and other Young & Rubi- 


‘Hall of Fame’ (13) Pitch’ 


Hall of |} 
which moves here for just} 


missions, it now looks as if the gross | Feb. 


| with WIND for the second year. 


mes- | 


cam radio execs will split up his radio duties....KNX issued ducats to 
847,281 persons for shows in its five studios last vear. That almost doubles 
the previous years turnout. This year starting out as a record-setter, with 
99,000 admishes posted for January....Fred Bethel came in from New 
York to produce the Dick Haymes show for Bourjois but returns east after 
four weeks, passing along the assignment to Ted Wick....Edward Everett 
Horton, W. C. Fields, Dorothy Lamour and C. B. DeMille, in that order, 
set for guest appearances with Edgar Bergen....Harry Flannery, KNX 
war analyst, back from a month's siesta in Mexico City....Robert E. Lee, 
radio scripter before he became an aviation cadet, authored “Television: 
The Revolution,” soon to hit the stands. It’s a critical appraisal of video 
with a speculative slant on how it will affect show biz in general.. 
Having helped San Diego top its War Bond quota, Tom Breneman will try 
to do the same for Portland and Seattle with “Breakfast at Sardi’s” in 
theatres there....Another James Saphier package, dealing with the ex- 
ploits of Red Cross nurses, has been put on wax. Ranny McDougall 
sa Bob Redd directed, Lurene Tuttle played the lead and Gordon 
Jenkins laid out the music. First look went to William Weintraub, who 
has been shopping like mad for a half-hour show....W. C. Fields, Ida 
Lupino and Alan Lada are on Frank Sinatra’s guest list for the next three 
weeks....Maxwell House show will come from Warners Beverly Hills 
theatre Feb. 10 where admish will be by War Bond purchase. ...Brother of 
Art Rush, radio agent, was killed in action on the Italian front....Latest 
Crossley posted by Joan Davis is all-time high by a show headed by a 
femme....Sid Fuller, KHJ production manager, has been moved up as 
program director of the Don Lee network. Vice Prexy Willet Brown 
also named Tony LaFr uno as director of war programs TIohn BR Hughes 
moved his commentary over to KFWB for the Warner Theatres. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Fred A. Reed, former publicity and public relations head of WIND- 
WJJD, Chicago, has joined the Cary-Ainsworth advertising agency at Des 
| Moines... . Duffy Schwartz, regional chief of OWI, in Indianapolis las! 
| week for NAB meeting....Roy Engle is the newest WBBM-CBS 
|nouncer. Engle was previously with WDAF, Kansas City... .Jean Dinning, 
one of the Barn Dance’s singing sisters, has a date with the stork in June 
..Municipal court Judge John Gutknecht goes on the air over WJJD 
10 with an air series on South America....Arch Farmer, former 


an- 


with | sasist ant to Clifton Utley, editor of Chicago Sun air edition, has joined the 


J. Walter Thompson staff as a writer .Hoosier Hot Shots will guest star 
at a Winter Carnival at Valley City, N. D., March 8. 


Mande! Bros.’ Chicago department store has renewed its news contract 
Schedule calls for five-minute newscasts 
on the hour every hour, seven days a week....Gerhard Schacher and 
Alvin Steinkopfe, WBBM-CBS news commentators, are being aired on a 
|new question and answer show on world news starting Feb. 8. Svonsor 
is Bituminous Casualty Co., of Rock Island....Jim Stirton, Blue central 
| division sales chief, in New York for meetings with network sales chiefs 
| ....Clyde Rembert, KRLD, Dallas, in town on business....Lou Harrington 
of the Wrigley restaurant has the largest collection of ‘postal ecards, sent 
€| him by radio folk in the armed forces, of any man in the industry. 


Jim Keenan has joined the WBBM sales staff....Ron Rawson, former 
KMOX announcer, in town on his way to New York to talk a deal over 
with Young and Rubicam,...Norman Thomas, former Socialist presiden- 
tial candidate, will do an NBC broadcast from Chicago Feb. 18 on the 
“Real Issues of the 1944 Campaign”....Don O’Meara, formerly of WLW, 
Cincinnati, has been added to the Blue’s central division sales promotion 
staff....Maurice Ellis is the new chief announcer of the Blue central di- 
vision....CBS and Groucho Marx threw a cocktail party for the press at 
Great Lakes Naval Training Station last week following a Navy show 
given at the station. 


Florence Winters, WBBM-CBS educational director, back from two 
weeks’ vacation in Fla. after a bad siege of flu....Jill Anderson has been 
appointed head of the Blue Network’s central division transcription de- 
partment....Durward Kirby handling the “Breakfast Club” show during 
Don MeNeil’s Fla. vacation. ...“Soldiers Are Citizens,” authored by David 
Peltz and David DeKoven of the Screen Writers Guild, was aired over 
WCFL last week. Stars from “Kiss and Tell,” “Oklahoma” and “Tomorrow 
the World,” were in the cast. Show wasesponsored by the Soldier Vote 
Committee of the entertainment industry....Irving Pilaum of the Chicago 
Times may get a local commercial as a newscaster....Cy Wagner, former 


press chief of WLS, may stay in New York with a radio mag as a reporter. 
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Forced’ Sale Brings New Disclosures 


Washington, Feb. 8 


i! A charge that he was forced to 

sell WMCA, N. Y., to Edward J. 

Noble for less than the station was 

worth was aired today (8) before 

; the Lea Congressional committee 

probing affairs of the FCC by Don- 

; ald L. Flamm, former owner of the 
New York independent station. 

Revealing that the station changed 

hands for $850,000, after an original 

offer from Noble of $750,000, Flamm 

declared before the committee that 

ie he had been offered $1,500,000 for 

WMCA by Floyd Odlum, $1,100,000 

by Elliott Roosevelt, and $1,000,000 

had been offered by Jerry Taishoff. 

Flamm told of complicated nego- 
i tiations through which he allegedly 
sought to thwart the sale of WMCA 
to Noble and quoted Leslie K. Rob- 
erts, Flamm’s Washington rep, as 
saying late in 1940 that the “thing is 
greased from the White House 
down.” David K. Niles, personal as- 
sistant to President Roosevelt, and 
Thomas J. “The Cork” Corcoran 
were mentioned as alleged “insiders” 
involved in the negotiations. 

Flamm told of his attempts io ob- 
tain the legal services of William J. 
Koplowitz and William J. Dempsey, 
Washington attorneys specializing in 
FCC matters, to protect his interests 
7 in WMCA, but testified that Dempsey 

explained they had been retained by 
4 another client anxious to obtain 
' 4 rights to the wave length being used 
by Flamm’s outlet. 


“Smear” Threat 


| ai It was further charged by Flamm 
that Dempsey threatened to “smear” 
fi him with the FCC if WMCA was 

| sold to any other purchaser but 

} Noble. The former WMCA owner 
absolved FCC Chairman James L. 


- § Fly from any complicity in the mat- 
ter, however, and said that in his 
opinion Fly was not aware of the 
4 many things going on in connec- 
3 tion with the station deal. 

When, according to Flamm, pres- 

sure was brought to force him to 
fit sell WMCA he said he stalled for a 
af while and then got in touch’ with 
f Roberts who later reported he had 
ae taken the matter up with Niles. 
4 Roberts, it was .testified, then re- 
yas ported that Niles suggested having 
ag “a talk with Tommy Corcoran.” 
: Flamm, on the witness stand all 
day Tuesday (8), was skedded for a 
return session before the committee 
today (9). Following the sale of 
WMCA to Noble, now majority 
ae stockholder in the Blue network, 
Flamm was offered a job as man- 
ae ager of WMCA by the new owner 
| but turned it down. 

i Fly Tells Lea Off 

Fighting mad at what he claimed 
' was a raw deal and runaround from 
Eugene L. Garey. general counsel 
r for the Lea committee investigating 
the FCC, James I.. Fly, commission 
chairman, hit back hard last Sat- 

urday (5) and again Sunday. 

In letters to Rep. Clarence F. Lea, 

California, who succeeded Rep. 
Eugene FE. Cox as chairman of 
the investigating committee, Fly 
charged: 

1. Garey stalling and refusing 
to give FCC a chance to tell its side 
of the story until after Congress has 
completed action on the new FCC 
budget. The House, which has al- 
ready acted, slashed $1,000,000 from 
the Radio Intelligence Division and 
$500,000 from the Foreign Broadcast 
Intelligence Division, the two war 
work units of FCC. Cuts were made 
on the basis of charges aired before 
the Lea-Cox committee by Garey 
and which FCC has never been 
given a chance to answer. 

2. Garey is *fvceding undercover 
material to newspapers and column- 
ists, smearing not only FCC, but 
also President Roosevelt. He is ac- 
cused of supplying stuff from his 
confidential files through a_ hired 
press agent to newspapers and maga- 
zines, stuff which Fly claims is false. 


of 


1S 


Latent example, according to Flv, 
was material given to David Law- 
rence, syndicated columnist, which 


Lawrence carried on Saturday. 

'n last Saturday's letter to Lea, 
F Be Fly demanded “an opportunity to 
zi answer the many false and irrespon- 
; sible charges which have been made 
by your counsel and widely publi- 
cized, and thus. repair, at least in 
part, the great damage which has 
been done the Commission.” 


“T & C's” 


3,071,090 Show 
Memphis, Feb. 8. 
i Broadcast of “Truth and Conse- 
‘ quences” from stage of Ellis Audi- 
torium here twice on Saturday (29) 
Was reported officially as having re- 
sulted in the sale of $3,071,090 worth 
By of War Bonds. 


Walt Lochman Pacted | 
As Cubs-Sox Spieler 


Kansas City, Feb. 8. | 


Walt Lochman, who popularized 
baseball locally with broadcasts of 
games between the Kansas City 
Blues and other American Associa- 
tion teams from 1937 to 1942, will) 
give play-by-play accounts of Chi-| 
cago Cub and White Sox contests} 
this year in Chi. 

A contract with Arthur B. Church | 
and KMBC here has expired, and | 
Lochman is understood to have 
signed for similar daily chores over 
WIND, in Chicago. 

Lochman was the first baseball 
broadcaster to win recognition here, | 
and in 1941 won a poll by “The| 
Sporting News” as the most popular 
sports announcer in the eight cities 
represented by teams in the Ameri- 


Dummy-Up Policy 

Radio comics love their laughs 
just as much as the old two-a- 
dayers and are adopting a new 
rehearsal routine of sluffing 
their punch lines to save the ris- 
ibility dynamite for actual per- 
pe formances, 

Policy on -the gags is being 
fo''owed so band members 
and others in studio at rehears- 
als won't be hep to the payoff 
and can be counted on for gen- 
uine belly laughs when the show 
is on the air. 


can Assn. 


Curt Massey Signs For 
Shaeffer ‘World Parade’ 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Curt Massey has been signed to 
head the new Shaeffer “World Pa- 
rade” show, which goes over NBC, 
Sundays 2 to 2:30 p.m. (CWT), be- 
ginning Feb. 13. Package deal, ar- 
ranged by the Russell M. Seeds agen- 
cy, will also have Roy Shields or- 
chestra and Upton Close, with Cleve 
Kirby announcing. 

Upton Close and a guest will be 
picked up on switch to California 
each week. 


Network shows that specialize in 
spotting military biggies found them- 
selves in a tight spot last week fol- 
lowing a War Dept. edict which, in 
effect, henceforth closes the airlanes 
to guest brasshats. Several programs 
'that had already lined up several 
Army-Navy notables were forced to 
find last-mitwute replacements. 

Order is in line with the current 
pre-invasion jitters and precaution 
that not only apply to radio, but to 
a general “button-your-lip” policy 
that extends into guest columning, 
mag contributions, ete. Such air 
shows as the RCA “What's New?,” 
the “March of Time,” etc., have been 
specializing in such guest shots. 
Ruling likewise affects such officers 
as Capt. Glenn Miller and other mu- 
sicians in uniform who have guested 
on network shows. 
| Regular GI's, who comprise the 

large majority of the participants on 


| quiz shows, however, are not barred 
i from continued participation. It’s 


Army Closes Radio to Officer 


Guests; Forces Program Switches 


generally recognized that the boys 
and girls in uniform have been hew- 
ing to the line of discretion, despite 
the opportunities for adlibbing on the 
quiz shows, with few if any cases on 
record of a War Dept. censure be- 
cause of talking out of turn. This is 
attributed to the repetitive instruc- 
tions in which the GI’s have been so 
well grounded. Even the network 
band sponsor precautions, with such 
shows as Bob Hawk's “Thanks to the 
Yanks,” display a prominent sign of 
reminder in the studio for the sol- 
dier-sailor participants. 


DAVID HARMON FREELANCING 

David Harmon, radio writer em- 
ployed in the Chicago office of J, 
Walter Thompson and on the Wrig- 
ley account for the past six months, 
left there last week to report for 
Army induction. But he drew a 4-F, 

Harmon is currently in New York 
doing freelance scripting. He’s a 


former CBS staff writer. 


more. 


the sky. 


It is the 


Army. 


HAT 

Is it that magical box of wood 
and wire and tubes and dials? ... 
Yes... but radio is more... much 


Radio is the farmer at eventide — 
his eyes glancing apprehensively to 


overdue, every fiber of her being 
eagerly awaiting word of the Sth 


What 


is this thing called radio? « 
free 


suffering and the glorious voices of 


men released from slavery. 


It is the cry of hunger across the 


seas and the song of plenty in America. 


Radio is life. 


It is around the corner—it is na- 


mother, with “V” mail 


tional—it is global. 


Radio is America— with sound. 


Listen! 


Radio is music at the close of a 
hard-pressed day. 

It is the speech in the town hall— 
given a national audience. 

Radio is song and literature and 
statecraft—letters and manifestoes 
brought to the intimacy of your liv- 
ing room for you to hear, digest, 
accept or reject. 


It is the plaint of people who are 


THIS 


IS THE 


LL the talents and skills and 
facilities of the stations of the 

Blue Network are dedicated to one 
single, impelling task—to furnish a 
bridge between the world and you. 
lor you are the compelling power of 
the world. You cause world leaders 
to sit through long hours putting 
thoughts into ringing words for radio, 
You impel writers to work with 
words that will make you laugh. 


is this thing called Radio? 


You are the reason actors step to 
the microphone and pour out every 
ounce of their talent. Yes—every 
second of radio broadcasting from 
every spot on the earth is directed 
at you. And so you are the power 
that gives direction to the Blue 
Network—and to the world. 


o better evidence of the impor- 
N tance the Blue Network places 
on the relationship of its life to yours 
—is the fact that among the Blue’s 
musical activities you'// hear: 


Keepsakes 

The Boston Symphony 

Greenfield Village 
Chapel Service 

The Spotlight Bands 

Paul Whiteman 

Meet Your Navy 

Morton Downey 

Nancy Martin 

Lou Bring 


The Metropolitan 
Opera 

Early American 
Dance Orchestra 

Metropolitan Audi- 
tions 

Lower Basin Street 

Musical Steelmakers 

Guy Lombardo 

Horace Heidt 


Add to all this—Comedy, Education, 
News, Drama, Forum! 


NETWORK 
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CAB, HOOPER PUT 


WLS, Farm Mag 


In Unique Tieup 


manufacturers of expensive beauty 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 
Joint sales promotion campaign 
being conducted by WLS and the 
Prairie Farmer magazine js causing 


much comment. The two properties, | 


both owned by Burridge D. Butler, 
are “spending approximately $50,000 
io sell an area known as 
Land” and the people in it. As far 
as it is known, this is the first time 
a major farm publication and a fore- 
most (50,000-watt) radio station 
have been tied together, directed 
to the same audience and offered to 
advertisers as a single selling team. 

Odd angle on the whole deal is 


| preparations to star 
semi-operatic stanza, backed by an 


Sponsor Dickers For 


Lily Pons 3-Hr. Show 


Lily Pons is being sought by the 
in a half-hour 
orchestra. 


Program 
Coast. 


may emanate from the 


“Lincoln | that no time is available on WLS 


|at the present time and response 
from advertisers have built up a 
waiting list for spots on the mid- 
west station. Sales campaign is being 
used through the New York Times. 
Detroit Free Press, the Chicago Sun 


and Daily Times and several trade 
| papers. 


Vocal Gymnastics? 

Three gals recently applied to 
fing on the Blue’s “On Stage 
Everybody” asked for 
their reeled off a 


and when 
backgrounds 
list of shows in which they had 
appeared. Just before the stanza 
was due to go on, Johnny Olson, 
the m.ec., checked with the girls 
to find out the name of the show 
they were going to sing in next. 

After hemming and 
-one of the. girls 
“We're not singers, we're acro- 
bats.” Seems that no one had 
bothered to find out what they 
had done in all those shows. 

P. S. Trio went on and sang, 
with consensus that they were 
still acrobats. 


hawing, 
answered, 


Spitalny-‘Charm’ Bid 
For Tune, Songstress 


Phil Spitalny is setting up two 
| different types of contests for his 
|GE “Hour of Charm” broadcast as 
promotional stunts. In one he will 
make an award for the best original 
musical composition emanating from 
a Broadway show. 


Spitalny also is conducting prelim- 
|inary trials in a femme voice con- 
| test, seeking a “Singing Cinderel- 
ila.” Finals in this race will take 
_place in N. Y. Feb. 21-24, and the 
| winner will be given a 13-week con- 
; tract for the GE program. Ten run- 
nerups will draw War Bonds. 

| 


Philadelphia.—Dick Mabry, form- 
i erly of WCBT, Roanoke, has joined 
announcing staff of WIBG. 


to 


ry 
ry 
om 
red 
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on, 


O your left is a reproduction of the first advertisement in The BLUE 


Network's new national advertising campaign—planned to run the year- 


round in newspapers and magazines clear across the country—and on the air 


over BLUE. stations—in recorded spots by Milton Cross and Hugh James. 


Why are we doing it? Can advertisers derive any benefit from it? And if so, what? 


FIRST: \WWe believe (and anyone who has followed broadcasting’s 


history in the 


past three years will agree) that Radio needs an over-all job. Not just a series 


of program ads. But a campaign that will talk radio in close-to-the-heart terms. 


‘This is it. 


wavs than ever before. 


NEXT: We tell the listening public that we mean to serve them in more and better 


THIRD: We will establish greater recognition of The BLUE. and its affiliated sta- 


tions. And we hope the 


» The BLU 


campaign will get people to spend more time listening 


rourtH: By doing this, we increase the audiences to our programs; we hike our 


ratings; we do a better job of delivering buying power to our advertisers. We do 


ourselves a lot of good—but (and this is more important in the long run) we do 


our advertisers a lot of good. We deliver more for their money — more listening, 


better ratings, more sales, more value for every dollar they invest in] he BLUE. 


These were the big points in the thinking behind our national campaign. They 


can all be wrapped up in this one phrase— 


THE Glue iS GETTING TO BE A BETTER BUY EVERY DAY 


FEUD OPEN 


Be! ind a transparent smokescreen 
labelled “expanded service” Hooper 
radio reports and the Cooperative 
Analysis of Broadcasting, Inc. (Cross- 
levy) last week stripped down to 
fichting togs for what, in the opinion 
of many observers, shapes up as 
out-and-out battle for existence with 
the cards seemingly stacked in fa- 
vor of CAB. 


Composed, as it is, of a group of 
high-ranking advertisers and ad- 
egency execs appointed the 


Amerisan Assn. of Advertising Agen- 
cies and the Association of National 
Adver tisers the Board of Governors 
f CAB occupies a strategic position, 
toi obvious reasons, in the forth- 
coming battle, which to a large ex- 
jtent will be decided by the four 
major networks. Just as “money 
makes the mare go” clients make the 
; networks go ind, it is logical to as- 
sume, CAB will receive warm sup- 
port from web higher ups if and 
when the Hooper-CAB struggle 
reaches the point of decision. 
Although it would appear the in- 
custry should be able to find room 
| for both research organizations the 
tacts of the matter ar: that expanded 
| services announced Thursday (3) by 


|} both Hooper ind CAB are going to 
; COSt More money, most of which 
| must be kicked in by the webs. New 
evpense added to the already sub- 
stantial bundlc networks are spend- 
| ing on their own surveys and in 
subseribing to other research serv- 


ces Will just about stretch this bud- 
retary item to the ceiling, it’s pre- 
dicted, with the result that avenues 
will be sought to bring the figure 
| Gown. Dropping of one or the other 
| of the two national surveys would 
seem to be the solution. 

CAB Drepping Recalls 

On the surface, however, Hooper 
would seem to be in a stronger po- 
| sition right now following CAB’s an- 
| nouncement their published ratings 
;} trom now on would be based on co- 

ncidental phone calls alone and that 


they were dropping the recall] tech- 
ique, The Hooper organization has 
exclusively with coincidental 


cealt 
ratings since its inception in 1934 
and claims to be the only outfit pre- 
| pared to supply historical back- 
vrounds on radio network shows on 
the basis of coincidental ratings and 
comparative statistics founded on 
these ratings over a 10-year period. 

Hooper also claims an advantage 
in occupying a position of neutrality 


ciween buyer and seller and em- 
phasizes “impartiality” bv nointing 
out that subscribers on a $$$ volume 
basis are divided 48’» sellers (broad- 
casters) and 52%. buyers. Many 
nportant radio persons, some con- 
ected with ad agencies, agree that 
veyvs performed by an “outside” 
Organization with no industry con- 
nection have a certain ntegrity” 
velue which cannot be obtained by 
an “inside” research outfit subsidized 
Olly or in part by networks, cli- 
ents, agencies or others with some- 
thing more at stake than the mere 
unbiased results of the survey. 
This does not mean. of course, 
“it CAB surveys are now or ever 
ave been under suspicion in any 
cuarters. But simply as a matter of 
tion, aS part of tne industry that 
ing cross-sectioned instead of 
disinterested outsider doing tne job 


flat fee basi 


. CAB finds itself 


Orking for itself and no matter 
ow good a job is done or how ae- 
ute the reports, the thought still 
remains in many minds that such 
functions for radio belong in the 
nands of a separate agency outside 
own ranks, 


Veiled Counter-Charges, 

| Groundwork for the expecied 
CAB-Hooper fracas already has been 
| laid with thinly veiled charges and 
counter-charges that one outfit is 
trying to steal the other's thunder 
in announcing the expanded natione 
wice service soon going into effect. 
| Hooper claims to have started the 
| expansion last May. 

| At a press luncheon Thursday +3) 
| C. E. Hooper outlined the scope of 
| his enlarged survey and a few heurs 
A. W. Lehman, CAB general 


‘Continued on page 38) 
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“THE STAR AND THE STORY” 


“THE LISTENING POST” 


With Walter Pidgeon, Alfred New- | With Patsy O’Shea, Everett Sloane, 


man, Toby 
(Guest) 
Writer: Charles Tazewell 
Director: Rupert Lucas 
30 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m. 
GOODYEAR RUBBER CO. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 
Goodyear’s new weekly series. 
which spots film star Walter Pidgeon 
in his first regular radio show, both 
as emcee and male lead in pic hits of 


Reed, Irene Dunne 


past years, preemed Sunday (6) on | : ‘ 
| stanza featured a dramatic version of 
|“Martha.” short story by George Y. 


CBS without adding any laurels to 
Pidgeon's record. At least not on the 
basis of the initial program, which 
featured, as the first of the femme 
guest stars, Irene Dunne in an 
adaptation gf her 1937 success, “The 
Awful Truth.” Format of program is 
to present a different femme pic star 
weekly in a reprise of her top suc- 
cess. 

Despite Pidgeon’s explanation and 
Miss Dunne’s added emphasis that 
the seriousness of the times merits 
the selection of a light, humorous 
vehicle to relieve the tension of 
radio listeners, the fact remains the 
initial adaptation seemed bereft of 
the light and swift humor necessary 
to carry “Truth” along. Pidgeon was 
always himself, his voice charming. 
but the performance was stilted. The 
adaptation itself was too episodic and 


choppy to permit the performances | 


to get into the proper groove. 


Miss Dunne, unfortunately, com- 
mitted the error so frequently in- 
dulged in by the Hollywood biggies. 
She literally flew through her lines 
with no attempt at acting, and in a 
play that can’t at this date stand on 
its own without a good acting assist. 
In contrast the stanza was given a 
hypo by the excellent musical back- 
ground provided by Alfred Newman, 
who has been signed as musical di- 
rector of the new series. 

Commercials, treating primarily 
with Goodyear's contribution in the 
synthetic rubber field, were models 
of good writing craftsmanship and 
were well handled by Toby Reed. 

Rose. 


“AMERICAN STORY” 

With Archibald MacLeish, Edwin 
Jerome 

Writer: Archibald MacLeish 

Producer: Frank Pack 

30 Mins.; Sat., 7-7:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


Education by radio remains one of 
the comparatively new developments 
in the industry, and as indicated in 
“American Story.” new educational 
cycle that teed off on NBC last week, 
it remains a public service that’s 
still groping for an absolute solution. 

The solution may well be couched 
in terms of student interest, and not 
of student comprehension. Educators 
have long since become agreed that 
their biggest problem lies in main- 
taining and developing that interest. 
They've become agreed that when 
first the interest is achieved the basis 


Ethel Owen, Arthur Kohl, Ronny 
Liss, Bret -Merrison, Ted Steele, 
Pau! Luther 
Writer-Director: Henry Klein 
15 Mins.; Tues.-Fri., 10:45 a.m. 
SATURDAY EVENING POST 
WJZ-Blue, New York 
(MacFarland, Aveyard) 


Sponsored series by the Philly 
weekly mag bowed in Tuesday morn- 
ing (8) with a 15-minute show aimed 
directly at women readers, as was to 
be expected in this time slot. Preem 


Loveridge, Providence newspaper- 
man and a recent addition to SEP’s 
roster of authors. 

“Martha,” in the radio version, was 


|a tearful saga showcasing a 12-year- 


| old motherless girl worn to a frazzle 


by burdensome household duties and 
a father who didn’t understand that 
overwork was beating her down, 
ruining her educational progress and 
making life altogether miserable for 
the youngster. His eyes are opened 
when he finds Martha asleep cver a 
letter which explains she is leaving 
home to search for her mother and 
the sympathy she craves. It sounded 
like surefire stuff for daytime femme 
listeners and conceivably could boost 
circulation among this group. 
Ten-year-old Patsy O’Shea deliv- 
ered convincingly in the title role 
and, aided by sturdy support from 


| Everett Sloane and Miss Owen, suc- 


ceeded in hitting and holding the 
desired emotional pitch which car- 
ried the playlet along to a lachry- 
mose conclusion. 

Incidental gab plugged other 
stories and articles in current issue 
of the mag, always with an eye to 
the distaff side, but plugs were nicely 
subdued with no “rush right out and 
buy” technique. Paul Luther han- 
dled commercials With Bret Morri- 
son an effective narrator. Donn. 


is there for a healthy acceptance of 
the printed page. 

So it is with radio and “American 
Story.” This first program described 
the voyage and discovery of Amer- 
ica by Columbus, through two nar- 
rators, and therein lay the basic fault 
of the program. It was notably lack- 
ing in the dramatic valles by which 
audience interest could be won, and 
then developed. 

It was dully comprehensible, a 
story too well known to bear repe- 


tition through mere use of the 
spoken word. Alternate commen- 


taries were done by the program’s 
author, Archibald MacLeish, and the 
Columbus character played by Ed- 
win Jerome. Occasional sound ef- 
fects of chirping birds, or the swell 
of the ocean, were insufficient to 
bag the appellation of “produc- 
10n. 

And.at 7 p.m., it’s to be assumed 
that the adult audience at which this 
program is aimed is fully aware that 
Columbus, in the long, long ago, dis- 
covered America. And they even 
know the date, too. Kahn. 


PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA 

Saul Casien conducting, Harl McDon- 
ald, Norris West 

60 Mins.; Sat., 3:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WABC-CBS, New York 

With classical outfits proving to be 
surefire sponsor bait, what with the 
NBC, Philharmonic and Boston Sym- 
phony Orchestras getting bankrollers, 
CBS has put the Philadelphia orch 
on the market with a series of broad- 
casts emanating from the Quaker 
City with WCAU as the point of ori- 
gin. 

From all indications, this too, 
should be productive of a sponsor as 
few longhair organizations have the 
tradition of musical quality and 
showmanship of this outfit. Put on 
the map by Leopold Stokowski, the 
Philadelphia Orchestra continues 
with the same high standards of mu- 
sicianship under the baton of Eugene 
Ormandy. 

Unfortunately for this series, Or- 
mandy is now on a Carribbean tour 
and podium is now occupied by a 
series of guest conductors. At airing 
caught, Saul Caston presided and 
perfunctory readings of Handel's 
“Water Music” and Brahms’ Fourth 
Symphony were given. The group 
lacked the depth and color of which 
it is capable ajd rarely invoked the 
excitement that could be infused into 
those pieces. However, subsequent 
readings no doubt will improve the 
listening qualities of this session 
when proven symphonic leaders get 
their innings at the helm of this lay- 
out. 

Intermission commentary is by 
Harl McDonald, composer and man- 
ager of the orch. Jose: 


“TRUE DETECTIVE MYSTERIES” 
Cast: Santos Ortega, Adelaide Klein, 
-Milton Herman, Jack McBryde, 

Peggy Stanley, Gilbert Mack, 

Frank Dunne, announcer 
Writer-Director: Charles Schenck 
30 Mins.; Wed., 4:30-5 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR, New York 

Present resurrection of whodunit 
series based on stories in True De- 
tective mag has the same faults as its 
predecessors —emphasis on motive 
and method of a crime rather than 
the solution. Idea was last used on 
WOR-Mutual back in 1938, all fitted 
out with a sponsor. Present edition 
is a sustainer. 

Yarn that places stress on motive 
must depend on an intensely dra- 
matic and completely original script. 
“Murder for What,” first in current 
cycle, was lacking both in dramatic 
intensity and originality. Criminally 
insane ,murderer was not psycho- 
logically delineated and without a 
doubt in listener’s mind as to the 
criminal, there was little to sustain 
interest. 

First 10 sessions will be based on 
the 10 best stories which have ap- 
peared i» True Detective mag in the 
last 20 years. However, Charles 
Schenck. who’s adapting the stories, 
might well keep the CBS “Suspense” 
series in mind while doing the chore. 


Whose 
thumbprint 


is this? 


A top advertiser's? 


An agency 


executive's? 


Don't bother your nearest Bertillon expert. - 


Just watch for "Fresh Paint", the new book by 


The Mutual 


Broadcasting System 


“LET'S LISTEN TO A STORY” 
Narrater: Dr. Myrtle McGraw 
Producer: Lilian Okun 

Director: Helen Straus 

15 Mins.; 9:15-9:30 a.m., Sunday 
Sustaining 

WMCA, New York 

This program is welcome move by 
an independent station to present to 
its juvenile listeners a 15-minute nar- 
ration each Sunday morning by the 
child phychologist, Dr. Myrtle Mc- 
Graw. Initial program of the series 
Sunday (6) was okay in all respecte. 

Surrounded by a group of schvol 
children, Dr. McGraw read a story 
from an anthology “Children in 
America,” entitled “Three Masted 
Schooner.” Yarn dealt with the ad- 
venture of a little boy who went to 
sea in a dory, and related what he 
found there. 

Coming as it does at an early 
morning Sabbath hour, an hour 
when majority of moppets are pre- 
paring to go to church, idea for the 
program is a good one and shouid 
score with those for whom it is 
geared. Dr. McGraw, who has many 
years of experience as a teacher and 
youth guide, has a pleasant enough 
voice, and answers questions of chil- 
dren who attend the broadcast in a 
forthright and sincere manner. 

Musical background for the stanza 
was transcribed and fitted in with 
the entire setup. Program should 
build into a strong mail-puller, with 
word-of-mouth amongst the kiddies 
gaining new listeners for the story- 
telling each week. Sten. 


“PRISONERS OF JAPAN” 

Cast: Martin Gabel, Kenneth Diag~ 
neau, Harold Huber, Joseph Bol- 
and, Kermit Murdock, Norman 
Lloyd, Marjorie Quagle, David 
Kerman, Sanford Bickert, Bia- 
couren Toshinran, Ben Grauer 

Writer: Richard McDonagh 

Director: Anton Leader 

Sustaining 

30 Mins.: Fri., 11.30 p.m. 

WEA?F-NBC, New York 
Details of the Jap atrocities after 

the fall of Bataan and Corregidor 

constituted probably the most grue- 
some reading for the American 
public since early accounts of the 

Spanish inquisition. Any attempt on 

the part of radio to enhance the 

shocking factual accounts of the sur- 
vivors or to repeat them would be 
unnecessary. 

However, radio can do a job here. 
One of the reasons ascribed for re- 
lease of the story is to get the Ameri- 
can public out of the apathy in con- 
nection with the war effort. The in- 
dustry with this broadcast made a 
good start in this direction. 

This half-hour session picked off 
the highlights of the accounts of Lt. 
Col. Stephen Melnick’s and Com. 
Melvyn McCoy, treated them with a 
maximum of restraint and gave a 
dramatized straightforward recital 
calculated to chill and arouse the 
listening public. 

Any other method of handling 
broadcasts of this type would prob- 
ably exceed the bounds of good taste 
as embellishments on the bare de- 
tails would defeat the purpose of the 
program. 

Lead roles were by Martin Gabel 
and Kenneth Daigneau who essayed 
Melnick and McCoy in commentary 
style to give a clear-cut account of 
events from the surrender at Cor- 
regidor to incarceration in the Nip 
prison compounds. 

Cruelty of Nipponese guards and 

advanced refinements of torture 
were sketchily described. Attitude of 
Japs toward prisoners was perhaps 
best illustrated by the Jap medico 
who sloughed off the tearful plea by 
an American physician for medicine 
for a near-dead GI. The Nip merely 
advised that if the lad wasn’t better 
in a day or two, to let him know. 
The boy died shortly afterward. 
_ Gabel and Daigneau both gave the 
impression of gritting their teeth in 
trying to restrain themselves. The 
session built until an outburst was 
necessary even if only to relieve the 
listeners. The outburst did come. 
and when it did, it was effectively 
handled by David Kerman. 

Score and conducting were by 
Morris Mamorsky and that too gave 
bthe effect of consistent building in 
keeping with the character of the 
script. Jose. 


Follow-up Comment 


Philco-“Varieiy” Radio Hall of 
Fame program on the Blue Sunday 
(6) was punchy from virtually the 
opening Paul Whiteman intro to the 
fadeout. That went; particularly, for 
the Brian Aherne sequence in the 
Jap atrocity dramatization (the over- 
all production, incidentally, was boff 
stuff); Martha Raye’s zingy version 
of “Embraceable You”; Jay C. Flip- 
pen’s material and delivery, and the 
finale orch-vocal medley of Gersh- 
winiana, with Miss Raye and Barry 
Wood nothing short of terrific on 
that phase. 


Cecil B. DeMille guested on the 
Vimms-Frank Sinatra program last 
Wednesday (2), with results that 
hypoed the program into one of its 
best sessions. DeMille did an almost 
Noel Cowardish version of “Mairzy 
Doats,” which was a_ solid click. 
Standard of show on whole reflected 
the decision to give ita gradual over- 
hauling, with two new scripters al- 


(Continued on page 38) 


“UNITED NATIONS COMPARE 
NOTES” 

With Carl Carmer, Russel Crouse, 
Sigrid Undset, John McKnight, Rolf 
Christiansen 

Producer: John Macdonnell 

Mins.; Thursday, 10-10:3@ p.m, 

Sustaining 

WMCA, New York 
This is the third in a series of 

broadcasts originating the 
United Nations Information Office. 
First series dealt with the problems 
of youth in the United Nations while 
the second highlighted the roles of 
the individual countries in United 
Nations operations. Present series is 
designed to show the relationship be- 
tween one of the United Nations and 
the U. S. so as to define the inter- 
play of interests in cooperative post- 
war planning. 

First stanza, which bowed in 
Thursday (3), dealt with the U. S. 
and Norway. Carl Carmer and Rus- 
sel Crouse represented the U. S. 
while Sigrid Undset, the Norwegian 
author, and Rolf Christiansen, Nor- 
wegian Consul-General, spoke up for 
Norway. The discussions, with Car- 
mer as chairman, dealt with similari- 
ties and comparisons in the lives of 
Americans and Norwegians. Chris- 
tiansen brought out the fact that 
Norway has managed to pay its own 
way from the income earned by its 
merchant marine. Miss Undset dis- 
cussed family life, humor and other 
sociological matters. The Americans 
merely asked questions designed to 
draw out informative responses. The 
session closed with Crouse reading 
an editorial from a Norwegian un- 
derground newspaper on the post- 
war treatment of Germany. 

Initial broadcast in the series gave 
promise that this would be a valu- 
able addition to current informative 
airings designed to give Americans a 
better understanding of their friends 
and allies. 


PROGRAM NOTES 


The Invasion may be on before 
you read this. 


And with Invasion will come un- 
precedented interest in military 
analysis. Especially in the coherent, 
palatable type dispensed by Major 
General Paul B. Malone, U. S. A. 
(Ret.), the Pacific Blue Network's 
military expert. 


His “expertness” has a solid root 
in three decades of command in 
the Far Eastern and Evropean 
theatres, asa responsible strate- 
gist on the General Staff before, 
during, and after World War I. 


General Malone is known ®iation- 
ally as “Newsweek's” military an- 
alyst. On the Pacific Coast he is 
even better known as a member of 
the Blue Network's burgeoning 
commentator staff. 


In June “Variety” reported that 
the War Department had vetoed 
General Malone’s plan to send 
Pacific Bive listeners his predic- 
tions on the state of the war six 
months hence because“Malone’s 
predictions ere toe nearly cor- 
rect to permit the widespread 
dissemination of his views on 
specific moves to come.” 


For eight months he has been a 
bulwark of Pacific Blue's daily hour 
of newsand commentary-the Blue 
Newsroom Review” (1:00 to 2:00 
P.M., Monday through Friday). 


His sectioh of the “Newsroom” 
(1:15 to 1:30 P.M.) already com- 
mands 20% of the sets-in-use, 
rates 2.3. 


As you may have 
read, S& W Fine 
Foods, Inc., thru 
Brisacher, Van 
Nordenand Staff, 
have purchased 
the first section 
of the “News- 
room” (1:00 to 
1:15 P.M.) five days a week with 
Sam Hayes. 


Following Hayes,who is Mr.News 
west of the Great Divide, certain- 
ly won't harm the General's 
rating a bit. 


There’s a lot more to tell about 
Major General Paul B. Malone. The 
whole story's in a presentation you 
should get from Blue Spot Sales or 


PACIFIC BLUE NETWORK 


PACIFIC COAST 
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Wednesday, February 9, 1944 


VARIETY 


Blades begin of the weather 
: reports, every ‘hour on the hour from midnight 
to morning . ... one of eleven current spon- 


sors of Milkman’ Matinee. (Yes, some time 
is still available.) | 


* Ask us for details of the Pulse of New 


York study. (December 1 - 7, 1943) 


NEW YORK 


1130 KILOCYCLES — 106,000 WATTS 


ART FORD is genial host of WNEW’seight- 
| year-old all-night show, Milkman’s Matinee. 
Moreover, he is the maestro ofall-nightradio, 
Surveys* indicate that more people —vastly | 
| A | more—listen to Art Ford than to any other | | 
— night-hawk show. | | i 
| ART FORD For good reason. Milkman’s Matinee is no 
| ice the air’. Under Art Ford’sen- 
| | the program structure isdifferent.Seven 
3 ful use of bridges and theme music, F ord i] 
fuses | | 
| programs — fast-paced diversified entertain- | | 
ment through the night. | | 
REPRESENTED JOHN BLAIR COMPANY 
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Wrangle Over Late ‘Info’ Hour Ends 
As ‘1.0. Switch Opens Better Time 


“Dr. I. Q.,” quiz stanza currently + 


heard in the 9:30-10 p.m. slot on 
NBC sponsored by Vitamins Plus 
(Vicks) will shift to the 10:30-11 p.m. 


slot on the same web beginning with 
the April 3 broadcast, and will be 
sponsored from that time on by 
Mars Candy Co. 

“Information Please,” sponsored 
by H. J. Heinz Co., now heard from 
10:30-11 p.m. on NBC moves into the 
9:30-10 time beginning with the 
April 3 broadcast. 

Vitamins Plus, through the Grant 
Agency, which also owns the “Dr. 
I. Q.” package, is currently scouring 
the field looking for another pro- 
gram which will also be heard on a 
major web. 

“Information Please” has been hit- 
ting the Crossley skids ever since 
moving to the late hour, and Dan 
Golenpaul, creator of the program 
and owner of the show, reportedly 
had given Heinz an ultimatum either 
to get new time for the show, or re- 
lease it from the contract held by 
Heinz. Opening up of the earlier 
hour, with Vicks dropping “Dr. I. 
Q.” clears a situation which report- 
edly was at the critical stage. 


elling 
Retail Store 


also selling many. 


TEXAS RANGERS LIBRARY 


MOTEL PICKWICK UANSAS CITY, MO. 


$20,015,475 B.0. AT 
WBBM BOND RALLY 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

An all time record for a single 
radio bond rally in the midwest was 
reached by WBBM, in connection 
with the Chicago Times last week, 
when a total of $20,015,475 in war 
bonds was sold by air and at a spe- 
cial performance held at the Eighth 
Street theatre. Seats at theatre were 
given to buyers of bonds. 

Combination radio and stage show 
was work of Walter Preston, WBBM 
program director, and his assistants 
Al Chance, John Barnes, Mike Con- 
nors and Shep Chartoc. Almost 
every player of importance in the 
city appeared at one time or another 
during the evening. Among them 
were Hildegarde, Stuart Erwin and 
Skeets Gallagher, Talia, Rose Marie, 
Joe E. Lewis and scores of others. 


“Mayor” Back 


For Noxema 


“Mayor of the Town,” Lionel Bar- 
rymore show which Lever Bros. 
sponsored in the Wednesday night 
CBS spot now occupied by the 
Vimms-Frank Sinatra show (also 
Lever Bros.), is returning to the air 
March 11, with Barrymore resuming 
in the lead role. 

“Mayor” has been purchased by 
Noxema and goes into the 7-7:30 p.m. 
Saturday slot on CBS on which “Man 
Behind the Gun” is currently heard. 
Latter has been a sustaining show 
since it was dropped several months 
ago by Elgin Watch. 

Dropping of “Mayor” by Lever 
Bros. and the substitution of the 
Sinatra show into the Wednesday 
night spot gave CBS many uneasy 
moments, with a virtual deluge of 
letters following from Barrymore 
fans around the country. “Mayor” is 
currently being handled by Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan. 


Sponsors Audition 
‘True Story,’ ‘Ladies’ 


Two Blue afternoon shows cur- 
rently heard on a sustaining basis 
were auditioned by 
week. “Ladies Be Seated,” now in 
the 2:30-3 p.m. slot Mondays through 
Fridays, was presented to a client on 
Thursday (3). 

“My True Story,” now heard from 
3:30 to 3:45 Mondays through Fri- 
days, is under consideration for 
sponsorship by several bidders, in- 


cluding a Chicago client. 


Nothing delights time buyers more than the beau- 
tiful combination of 1) coverage, 2) programs, 
3) rate! Especially when it’s available in the rieh 
Hartford Market! You get all 3—on WDRC! 


CONNECTICUT'S PIONEER BROADCASTER 


BASIC (css 
Hartford, 4 
Connecticut 


NATIONAL REP. 
Paul H. Raymer Co. 


sponsors last! 


KARLOFF CREEPERS 
PREEM ON FEB. 15 


Boris Karloff's sustainer chiller 
whodunit, “Creeps By Night,” starts 
Feb. 15 over the Blue web, 10:30-11 
p.m. Session will feature originals 
scripted by Gene Wang, who writes 
the “Thin Man” airer, Alonzo Dean 
Cole and Ruth Fenisong. Robert 
Maxwell is the producer. 

Karloff expects to have as guests 
on the stanza his old hauntin’ pals, 
Bela Lugosi and Peter Lorre. Laird 
Cregar and other such newcomers 
to the horror field will also be spot- 
ted on the program. 


Jingle Boys 


Continued from page 29 


for the writers plus the talent costs. 
His usage is limited to 13 weeks, but 
he can continue to use the transcrip- 
tion by paying $1,000 for each 13- 
week period thereafter. Of course, 
a sponsor can also make an outright 
deal for a jingle. Quaker Oats paid 
Kent and Johnson $10,000 for one. 
The Rexall Drug Co. paid $15,000 
for five-minute transcription 
which had Dennis Day, Ken Murray 
and Carmen Dragon. The Kent- 
Johnson duo have made $75,000 on 
the Pepsi-Cola jingle alone. Love 
did such a good job for Virginia 
Dare Wine that the sponsor had to 
take the transcription off the air be- 
cause of the resultant shortage in 
the product. 

From the viewpoint of the talent 
on transcriptions, pickings have 
been pretty good with the regulars 
getting from $500-$750 for a jingle 
and names can manage to get much 
more. Cliff Edwards was paid 
$1,500 for a 30-second chore for 
Dentyne Gum while Bonnie Baker 
got the same amount for a one-min- 
ute waxing from the same outfit. 
Most prominent of the talent groups 
are the Andy Love Quintet, formed 
just for transcription purposes, the 
Escorts and Betty, Hi-Low Jack and 
the Dame, currently on the Fred 
Allen show, and the Doubledaters, 
another ensemble with a _ regular 
radio spot on “Million Dollar Band.” 
Others involved, such as_ an- 
nouncers, receive AFRA rates and 
all the talent is paid for 26-week use 
of the transcription. They must be 
paid their original fees for every 
26-week period thereafter. 


Advertising agencies have always 
been involved in cutting these discs, 
but in the last few years the Wil- 
liam Morris office has entered the 
field and by corralling the Kent- 
Johnson duo has become one of the 
leaders, It is the only talent 
agency in the field and has pretty 
smooth sailing. 


| Rubber Clock 


Continued from page 29 


accounts for 1943 on ail four major 
networks. As far as NBC is con- 
cerned, the foods, drugs, tobacco and 
soap accounts—the every-day staples 
that are least of all affected by eco- 
nomic conditions—represent 88% of 
the net’s total billings. The figure 
for the other networks is compar- 
able, though not quite as high. Thus, 
it’s pointed out, even in the event 
of a depression or economic up- 
heaval, there’s little if any likeli- 
hood of these accounts dropping off, 
with general expectations that in 
the process of peacetime reconver- 
sion, these, as well as the automo- 
tive and allied industries, will step 
up their campaigns via radio. 

Still another and important factor 
enters into the picture—one, in: fact, 
that will not only exert an influence 
on radio but on the entire economic 
picture as a whole. This stems from 
the current experiments now going 
on among many of the larger in- 
dustries engaged in war work, out 
of which will probably come the 
development of many products new 
to the American scene. Thus Fire- 
stone, which is spending consider- 
able time experimenting with plas- 
tics in connection with its war out- 
put, intends to stay in the field 
comes the peace, as will other in- 
dustrial firms. Likewise, out of the 
new experimentation into precision 
instruments will also come many 
new post-war products. And radio 
will, as in the case of most other 
industry output, be the channel into 
which the sales campaigns for the 
new-found products will be directed. 


Seattle—Dick Keplinger, news- 
casting and special events chief at 
KOMO-KJR, was inducted into the 
Army on Feb. 3. Keplinger had been 
with the NBC and Blue stations for 
the past seven years, starting out as 


an announcer, 


Detroit, Feb. 8. 


Proceeding with the plans for a 
statewide setup of frequency-modu- 
lation stations for education 
throughout the Michigan schools, 
representatives of nearly all uni- 
versities and colleges last week were 
named to a steering commiitee to 
explore the radio possibilities for 
adult as well as student education. 


Thus far, nine Michigan colleges 
or school systems have applied to 
the FCC for licenses for such stations 
in the 47 to 52 megacycle band re- 
served for educational broadcasting. 
The idea of scouting the adult edu- 
cation possibilities seems to clew 
the theory that the school network 
is planning to embark on an ambi- 
tious program in the field and aim 
its broadcasting at a wide audience. 

C. H. Wesser, chief engineer of 
WENA, the Detroit News’ FM sta- 
tion which has been operating since 
1941, and who is serving as technical 
consultant to the Michigan School 
Network, revealed that nearly 21,000 
FM sets now are in operation in 
Detroit. He also said that manufac- 


Mueller, 1-Man Radio 


Industry, Quitting Chi’s 
$50,000 a Yr. for Coast 


FM Educ. Looms on a Vast Scale; 
Mich. Project Portends U.S. Trend 


turers have announced plans to pro- 
duce 5,000,000 sets in the first post. 
= year and” 20,000,000 in the sec. 
ond. 

Tentative approval has been given 
by the educators to a plan calling 
for operating stations at 35 institu. . 
tions of learning, each with a range 
of about 10 miles and with the estj- 
mated cost per unit between $12,000 
and $15,000. In addition, the plan 
recommends six powerful relay sta- 
tions with ranges of at least 100 
miles and costing between $500,000 
and $750,000. 

Dr. Eugene B. Elliott, State super- 
intendent of public instruction, in- 
dicated that the State could take 
over the responsibility for the sta- 
tions since if the education depart. 
ment could not provide sufficient 
funds such other State departments 
as the health, highway, police and 
others could share the costs. 

The speed with which the program 
is moving here and the new trend 
to encompass adult audiences makes 
it appear that Michigan (as a state) 
may be going into the broadcasting 
business in a big way. Private own- 
ership has started to mull over what 
the new type of operations may 
portend. 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Marvin Mueller announced this 

week his intention of pulling up 
stakes at the expiration of his most ; 
important contracts in April and 
heading for California. 
Agency execs are scurrying 
around to find replacements for 
Mueller. A one-man radio industry 
in himself, currently appearing on: 
45 shows weekly as actor, narrator | 
and announcer, he’s considered the 
busiest performer in the local ra- 
dio field, appearing in most of the 
important shows emanating here. 
Mueller is giving up an income of 
around $50,000 a year to locate in 
Hollywood where he has already 
purchased a home. Mueller feels he 
has reached the limit in income 
around these parts and can make as 
much or more without nearly as 
much work in California. 

Mueller has been a part of the 
local radio picture since May, 1939, 
coming here from KNOX, St. Louis, 
where he was assistant chief an- 
nouncer. 


Marx Loeb on ‘Miniver’ 


With John Dietz, CBS director, 
leaving shortly on a_ three-week 
vacation, Marx Loeb is expected to 
take over direction of the “Mrs. 
Miniver,” Friday night sustaining 
serial. 

Gertrude Warner has_ replaced 
Judith Evelyn, star of the “Angel 
Street” legiter, in the title role of 
the airer. 


dim Grouch 
Is Back With 
Radio's Most 
Horrible Xample 


RISE and WHINE CLUB 


DAILY 
WAIT—Chicago 


TYPIST 
Experienced, capable, recep- 
tionist, knowledge of stenog- 
raphy. Salary $30. 

Call HA. 3-8601 


gM as 


Doing a great selling job 
on Chicago stations. Can 
also sell for you. 


ROT 
CHICAGO 
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Mutual 


Free Radio, FCC, 


AFM, Serials On 
NAB Dist. Agenda 


Omaha, Feb. 8. 

Demand for a “free radio,” more 
control over programs by the broad- 
casters and stations and less “capri- 
cious interference” by the FCC, a 
defense of daytime serials and a re- 
port that negotiations between the 
industry and James C. Peirillo are 
proceeding between local musicians 


and stations on a satisfactory basis, 
were the highlights of the 10th dis- 
trict NAB convention held here Feb. 
4 and 5 at the Fontenelle hotel. John 
Grillin, Jr.. manager of WOW and 
NAB district director, presided. Al- 
most 100 attended from Nebraska, 
Jowa and Missouri. 

c. E. Arney, Jr., of Washington, 
secretary-treasurer and acting man- 
ager-director of the NAB, declared 
that “we want the powers of the 
commission clearly defined by Con- 
gress so we will know just what its 
powers are.” 

Regarding the controversy with 
Petrillo, continuation of negotiations 
on a “satisfactory basis” was re- 
ported. The dispute over recordings 
is before the War Labor Board at 
present and a decision of some kind 
is anticipated at an early date. Carl 
Haverlin, New York City, vice- 
president of Broadcast Music, Inc., 
said that his organization has 
“proken the monopoly formerly 
maintained by ASCAP.” 

Getting down to the specific busi- 
ness of programs, the much-criticized 
soap opera was warmly defended on 
the ground that it serves to build 
up large audiences which would then 
hear the public service and wartime 
programs. 


Radio Mourns Loss Of 
Ray Clapper, Killed In 
Marshall Is. Plane Crash 


Radio newscasting and newspaper- 
dom lost an important member last 
week (3) when Raymond Clapper, 
51, Secripps-Howard Syndicate col- 
umnist and Mutual network news- 
caster, was killed in a plane crash on 
a tour of the front in the Marshall 
Islands. He left this country only 
one month before his death on a trip 
in which he hoped “to awaken the 
American people to the importance 
of the war in the Pacific,” despite 
the fact that he would rather have 
gone to England to be present when 
the invasion of the Continent begins. 

Clapper died when a plane in 
which he was a passenger collided 
with another in midair, both crash- 
ing to the ground, leaving no sur- 
vivors. He was the 16th U. S. war 
correspondent to be killed in action 
during World War II, and the second 
newscaster to die while 
travelling and covering the war. 
Frank Cuhel was the other; he died 
last spring in the Lisbon Clipper 
crash. 

Sam O'Neill, president of the 1/a- 
tional Press Club of Washington, 
during a special memorial broadcast 
the night Clapper’s death was an- 
nounced (3) over Mutual, declared, 
“Ray Clapper was a newspaperman’s 
newspaperman. He died as a re- 
porter, searching for the truth. He 
always related and wrote the facts as 
he found them.” Wendell Willkie, 
on the same broadcast, reiterated 
what O’Neill said, and added, “Clap- 
per had 10,000,000 readers and as 
many listeners who believed in him. 
He possessed an indescribable some- 
thing that-made him an outstanding 
newspaperman.” 

Clapper was on his fourth tour of 
the war fronts when he met his 
death. Rob Roberts, editor and pres- 
ident of the Kansas City Star, re- 


M-G-M’s ‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ completed 


New CAMEL PROGRAM, Friday 
10 p.m., EWT 


Met.: LOU CLAYTON 


RAVOTTO HEADS RADIO 
OPERATIONS IN ITALY 


Joe D. Ravotto has been named by 
William S. Paley as Chief of Radio 
Operations in Italy. Latter is now in 
charge of the entire Radio Opera- 
tions of the Psychological Warfare 
Bureau, with headquarters in Lon- 
don. 

Ravotto left North Africa last 
month to take over his new post, 
which involves the beaming of mu- 
sic, entertainment and other fea- 
tures in the Yank-liberated areas. 
He is ex-“Variety” correspondent in 
Paris, Rome and Madrid. 


called how Clapper and he went 
through college in Kansas together 
and started as reporters on the Star; 
how Clapper met the girl whem he 
later was to marry while in Kansas 
City, and added, ‘The key to his suc- 
cess was that he wrote so people un- 
derstood.” 

President Roosevelt in a _ con- 
dolence letter to Mrs. Clapper said, 
“It was characteristic of his fidelity 
to the traditions of reporting that the 
day’s work should find him at the 
scene of action for first-hand facts. 
I share personally the grief which 
has been laid so heavily on you and 
yours.” 

Besides Mrs. Clapper, a son, Peter, 
17, and a daughter, Janet, 20, also 
survive the columnist who rose 
through the ranks at United Press to 
the point where he earned $100,000 
yearly at the tinge of his death. 


Kid Stuff 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Niles Trammell was telling of 
his recent experiences while fiy- 
ing over war-torn Europe at 
NBC’s “Parade of Stars” pro- 
motion exhibit at the Drake 
hotel last week. 

“It was a thrilling and hazard- 
ous experience,” said Trammell, 
“but not nearly as hectic as run- 
ning a broadcasting system with 
major crises coming up every 15 
minutes.” 


Neuworth Vice Mitchell 
On ‘Helen Trent’ Serial 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Les Mitchell resigned as producer 
of the “Romance of Helen Trent” 
seria] and as the lead in “The Guid- 
ing Light” last week, and has left 
for California where he will pro- 
duce the Dreft “Hollywood Theatre” 
shows commencing Feb. 14. 

O. J. Neuworth has taken over the 
“Helen Trent” production duties, but 
Mitchell’s successor as “Guiding 
Light” lead has not yet been an- 
nounced. 


New Thompson Acct. 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

J. Walter Thompson Agency has 
acquired the Bendix Home Appli- 
ance, Inc., account as of last Satur- 
day (5). 

Company is planning extensive 
radio campaign for goodwill and 
post-war activity. 


BAKING C0. AUDITIONS 
‘SUNDAY SERENADE’ 


House of Lance, Southern baking 
company with headquarters in Char- 
lotte, N. C., auditioned Sammy 
Kaye’s “Sunday Serenade,” heard 
sustaining on the Blue, and Johnny 
Long and his band in an idea pro- 
gram, late last week. Decision will 


be made shortly with Sunday time 
on the Blue being considered for the 
show to be selected. 

Sponsor was on air last year with 
“Easy Listening” also on Sundays 
over the Blue, but has been off the 
web for a number of months. 


Davidson Taylor In 
London As OWI Aide 


After three months of constantly 
postponed departure dates, Davidson 
Taylor, assistant director of broad- 
casts for CBS, arrived in England 
last week, where he joined CBS 
prexy William S. Paley at OWI 
headquarters in London. Taylor has 
been assigned to the Psychological 
Warfare Bureau of the Army, oper- 
ating as a civilian. 

William Fineshriber, director of 
short wave programs for CBS, has 
taken over Taylor’s post in New 
York. 

Taylor will probably remain over- 
seas for at least six months. 


Edict Seen Facing 
BBC After War 


London, Jan. 19. 


“Within months of the end of the 
war the BBC is going to have 
to choose between commercialized 
broadcasting and going out of busi- 
ness.” 


This unequivocal forecast of the 
shape of things to come in the radio 
post-war world—voiced by the or- 
ganizer of one of America’s biggest 
broadcasting outfits, and now in the 
U. S. Army in the E.T.O.—is, accord- 
ing to him, no one-man’s opinion, 
The big shots of the NBC and CBS, 
he says, not only share this view; 
they have told the BBC executives 
the continued existence of the Brit- 
ish monopoly depends on _ their 
adopting the sponsored programs 
system. 

“No names no pack drill” is the 
English way of saying they can’t put 
you in jail for trying. It goes here 
for preserving the anonymity of 
“Variety’s” informant. Not only are 
officers and men of the U. S. Army 
bound by the rules of the OWI not 
to talk for publication except in for- 


; mal interviews at which an army 


P.R.O. is present, dictates of good 
taste forbid a guest from criticizing 
his host.” 
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correction, 


sorry — we thought 
we had dug deep 
enough, but further 
digging uncovered some 
facts resulting in this 


very satisfactory 
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CAB, Hooper 


Continued from page 33 


manager, announced dropping of the, 


recall system and expanded research 
activities by his outfit at a late after- 
noon cocktail party-press 
ence. Earlier. Lehman had explained 
the new setup to reps of 55 network 
acivertisers and 42 agency execs. 

Starting April 1. or as soon there- 
afier as feasible, CAB proposes to 
measure radio audiences in all U. S. 
cities of more than 50,000 population, 
a total of 81 communities requiring 
an annual base of 6,300,000 phone 
calls, nearly three times the number 
now used in 33 cities. Monthly and: 
semi-monthly reports will list two 
coincidental ratings, one based on 
calls made in the present loop of 33 
cities and the other listing results| 
of calls in all 88 cities. Supplemen-, 
tary reports, some containing data! 
gathered by mail or personal inter-! 
views from non-telephone homes. | 
will boost CAB reports to 54 instead 
of 40 as at present. 

After examining solicited’! 
from private research firms. including | 
Hooper's, CAB awarded the contract 
to Crossley, Inc... which has con- 
ducted jts surveys’in the past. Also 


conter-| 


‘as large as heretofore. All the webs 


/ view to obtaining adequate repre- 


but how long the industry will be| “Playhouse” each Friday night over 


_ similar in make-up is something else 


=" the chains will make the move to 
‘cut down on survey expense. When 
they do, observers feel, it will be the 
exit cue for either CAB or Hooper 
| with odds in the “winter book” fa- 


| voring the 4A-ANA organization to 
announced by Lehman was a sub-! 

ride out the storm. 


stantial increase in financial partici- 


Put Up Dukes 


pation by the major networks to 
make the new service possible. He 
did nov reveal the new figure which | 
is understood to be well over twice} 


Follow-up Comment 


(Continued from page 34 


agreed to “go 
stated. 


Lehman | ready added by the J. Walter Thomp- 


'son ageney, Which is handling the 
89 Hooper Cities | account. ane 

The new Hooper service will em-| Kay Kyser’s “College of Musical 
brace 89 cities. down to the 25,000! Knowledge” is still the same zippy 
population class, selected with hour of entertainment that it was 
seven years ago, when Lucky Strikes 
and cion! first sarted to sponsor the show over 
NBC Wednesday nights. Format has 
tional web shows also will be avail-| pand dispensing the identical brand 
able as well as data on audience | of dansapation and the band leader 
composition, “before and after” sta-| asking same type questions. 
tistics, ete. 

It goes without saying that i Lucille Ball is a fine actress, but 
new Hooper service likewise will | she must be seen to be appreciated. 
demand increased payments from} Statement also true of majority of 
subscribers, including. the networks,! plays damatized on Philip Morris 


along.” 


‘BS. These facts were never more 
apparent than Friday (4) when Miss 
Bali was featured in a radio version 
: of “My Sister Eileen,” stage success 
again. which was also a top-grossing Col. 

Sooner or later, it is felt, one of | film last year. Whole show fell flat. 


willing to go along paying for two 
exhaustive nationwide surveys so 


Willkie Teeoff on CBS 
Fri. (11); Webs in Co-op 


Chi Conclave Coverage 


Opening gun in Wendell Willkie’s 


| 
| 


| 


radio campaign to recapture the Re- | 
| publican presidential nomination at | 


June convention in Chi will be fired | 
over the CBS full network Friday | 
night (11) from Tacoma, Wash., Web: 
is picking up Lincoln's birthday 
speech being delivered by the 1940 | 
GOP standard bearer to a gathering | 
ct party bigwigs in the northwest. | 
Airtime is 11:30 p. m. to midnight. 

Network coverage plans for the, 
Chi party conventions were revised 
somewhat this week with announce- 
ment that broadcasting booths, | 
mikes, wiring and other equipment | 
in the convention hall would be set | 


up en a cooperative basis with the, 
Blue, CBS, MBS and NBC pooling | 
resources. Plan was adopted fol- | 
lowing Washington meeting with | 
reps of both political parties and) 
government spokesmen for man- | 
power and equipment conservation | 
agencies. | 

First convention broadcast — is 
slated for June 26, opening day of | 


GOP convention. 


More advertisers spend 
more money to sell more 
merchandise to more people 
on WLW than on any other 


radio station in the world. 


DIVISION OF THE CROSLEY CORPORATION 


The Nation’s Most Merchandise-able Statios 


| Blue Survey 


at any hour of the day. From 17% 
to 29°: of the men are also available, 

2. Nine out of 10 radio families 
turn their sets on some time during 
the day—for an average of 2.6 hours, 
However, a dissatisfaction with cur- 
rent daytime programs is indicated 
by the fact that only 28° of the oc- 
cupied homes have their sets on at 
any one hour during the day, com- 
pared to 40% at night. Even at the 
peak hour, 1 p.m., only 34°) of the 
occupied homes have their sets on as 
compared to a peak figure of 56°) on 


Continued from page 28 


| Sunday night at 8 p.m. 


3. News programs are the most 
popular type of program, followed 
by daytime serials, poputar musie 


' and serious music programs in that 


order—81 of the radio families 
listen to news, 53° to serials, 49% to 
popular music, and 32°) to serious 
music programs. Daytime serials are 
listened to by 66°) of the farm fam- 
ilies, compared with 48°. of the 


| families in metropolitan centers. 


Sponsors of daytime serials, there- 
fore, fail to reach the 36° of the 
women who use their sets daily but 
listen to other types ot programs— 
news, music, quiz programs, ete. 

4. 36% of all housewives — and 
28°. of those who listen to serials— 
say there are too many of them on 
the air. In contrast only 10‘. say 
there are too many popular music 
programs. While only 1‘: say there 
are too few serials, 20% say there 
are too few serious music programs 
and 12° say too few popular music 
programs, 


W-T Radio Ed | 


Continued from page 28 


the future of radio. I believe in it. 
And I have a story coming out soon 
in The Saturday Review of Litera- 


ture which expresses far more 
clearly my hopes for the better, 
braver radio that is yet to be real- 


ized. I sincerely hope you will see 
fit to give this piece the same dis- 
cerning eye you have fastened upon 
the Vogue story. 

Believe me, I don’t chew nails or 
bite little boys or throw ribbon-tied 
hand grenades, as your editorial 
would indicate. I speak my mind, I 
state my grievances, I laugh out 
loud. I always shall. At the same 
time, I have a tender concern for 
radio and its ailments. Ailments I 
don't believe can be helped by hand- 
ing out bouquets. Even if it would 
stop what People Are Saying. 

My bouquets up to now have been 
rather shy nosegays, I guess. Un- 
like certain other radio writers, I 
cannot find it within myself to hand 
out indiscriminate floral tributes that 
light up and spell Success, Ole Pal. 
My Patty Poems, gentlemen, deti- 
nitely do not sean. 

But I do try to write merrily and 
intelligently about radio. I try to 
give credit where it is due, to go be- 
hind the scenes and under the sur- 
face. 

And most of all, I have tried noi 
to “Hit and Run.” I’m well aware 


that it ain’t cricket. It is most 
humbly, then, that I plead Not 
Guilts 


Harriet Van Horne. 


AND HIS 
CIRL ORCHESTRA 


ALL 


Personal Management 
ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 


Direction; William Morris Agey. 


Established *Writer Offers 


Terrific MUSICAL IDEA 


Socko Merchandising Feature 

Not Peddled. Exelusive, Copyrighted 

A “NATURAL” FOR NOW AND 
POSTWAR! 


Write “TOPS,” c/o “Variety,” 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19, N.Y. 


*Available Now. Free Lance or 
Exclusive 
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Noble, Woods 
Buy 
Station, Own Site 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


Three important transactions af- 
fecting the Blue network will receive 
the serious attention of Edward J. 
Noble, chief owner of the chain, and 
Mark Woods, prexy, during their 
week's stay here. In the order of 
their importance, the absorbing 
topics are the purchase of their own 
Los Angeles outlet, site for a new 
studio and purchase of high elevation 
property for erection of television 
and frequency modulation trans- 
mitters. 

Woods arrived last week and with 
Don Gilman, western division boss 
of the network, has been making 
preliminary observations prior to ar- 
rival of Noble yesterday (Mon.). 
Soon after landing here, Woods par- 
leyed with Earle C. Anthony on an 
outright buy of the Blue’s present 
outlet, KECA. Failing to strike a 
deal there, the Blue chiefs will con- 
fer with J. Frank Burke, owner of 
KPAS, Pasadena, and George Rich- 
ards, who is reported in a mood to 
talk a deal for KMPC, Beverly Hills. 
These two sites have a_ preferred 
standing with Noble, Woods and Gil- 
man due to the power potential of 
50,000 watts. Talks with Anthony 
thus far have failed to develop any 
tangible ground for drawing up the 
papers. NBC is also trying to buy 
KFI from Anthony, who has until 
May 31 to divest himself of one of 
the stations. 


Three sites, all within shouting 
distance of Sunset and Vine, are un- 
der consideration. Gilman and 
Woods are partial to a irontage ad- 
jacent te William S. Paley’s CBS 
Vine Street Playhouse. Blue can re- 
main at NBC for two years beyond 
the period of availability of critical 
materials but expansion plans call 
for a much earlier move into their 
own quarters. Transmitters on 
nearby hill tops for FM and televi- 
sion present more the problem of 
propinquity than any other factor. 
Hollywood is fringed with hills so 
it’s merely a matter of how high 
rather than how far away. 


Oboler Treasury Dept. 
Play Tonight (Wed.) To 
Be Piped Into Theatres 


Arch Oboler has written a special 
broadcast for the Treasury Dept. en- 
titled “They're Here For Me”, to be 
aired tonight (9) over the Blue, from 
9:30 to 9:55 p. m. (EWT), replacing 
the Coca-Cola program. Program, 
Originating from the Coast, will be 
piped into theatres throughout the 
country through arrangements with 
the Exhibitors Assn. 

Among the stars who will appear 
on the program are Edward Arnold, 
Robert Young, Lucille Watson, 
Deanna Durbin and Ida Lupino. 


Satevepost Also Seeks 
2-Hr. Musical Program 


Saturday Evening Post, currently 
sponsoring three fifteen-minute 
shows on the Blue from 10:45 to 11 
a.m. each week, is interested in still 
further radio promotion, with a half- 
hour musical program in an even- 
ing spot being considered. 

Ted Steele and a 26-piece orch, 
which was auditioned by the sponsor 
several weeks ago, is very much in 
the running for the spot. Aveyard & 
MacFarland is the agency. 


San Antenio—William E. Morgan 
has been added to the announcing 
staff of WOAI. Morgan hails from 
WXYZ, Detroit. 


AVAILABLE 


(IN THE EAST ONLY) 


Gag and Continuity writer. 
Draft exempt. References 
available. Write Box 6789, 
Variety, 154 W. 46th St. 
New York 19, N. Y. 


‘Green Valley’ Put Back 
To Feb. 27 Bow on MBS 


Preem of “Green Valley, U.S.A.” 
on Mutual sponsored by Emerson 
Radio Corp. has been postponed one 
week from Feb. 20 to 27 in the 5-5:30 


p.m. slot. Sketch will be heard once 
weekly, 
Serial, produced by Hi Brown 


with Santos Ortega as narrator, for- 
merly was a sustainer on CBS for 
over a year and has been off the air 
since last November. 


Vicki Baum’s ‘Martha’ 
To Get Air Preview 


WMCA, N. Y., will air a preview 
of the Vicki Baum version of 
“Martha,” which is then due for pre- 
sentation at the New York Civic 


Center on Feb. 22. Preview, fea- 
turing Ethel Barrymore Colt, daugh- 
ter of Ethel Barrymore, Suzanne 
Sten and Stanley Carlson will be 
heard next Tuesday (15) from 10- 
10:30 p.m. 

Joe Kastner, musical editor of Life 
mag, will be narrator on the session 
with Laszlo Halasz, musical director 
at the Civic Center, performing the 
same chore on the broadcast. 


RALPH EDWARDS, 1A, 
SEEKS ‘T.’ OR ‘C.’ SUB. 


Ralph Edwards, currently on tour 
with “Truth or Consequences” on 
behalf of the Fourth War Loan drive, 
has been placed in 1-A and is sched- 
uled for his pre-induction physical 
next month. 

Edwards, who winds up his cur- 
rent bond tour Saturday night (12) 
in Richmond, is currently scouting 


the field for an emcee to succeed him 
on “Consequences” in the event he’s 
inducted. Edwards is the package 
producer and owner of the show. 

Edwards, who is 30, is a pre-Pearl 
Harbor father. 


Barnouw Joins War Dept. 
On Troop Educ’l Duties 


Erik Barnouw, assistant script edi- 
tor of NBC for the past two years, 


leaves this week to become a ci- 
vilian employee with the U. S. War 


Dept. 
Hell specialize in troop educa- 
tional activities. Meanwhile, he’s 


expected to continue his night classes 
in radio writing at Columbia Uni- 
versity, N. Y. 


John H. Ryan Named NAB Prexy By 
17-3 Vote; Chi Convention in Aug. 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

By a vote of 17 to 3, John Harold 
Ryan, of Toledo, was named presi- 
dent of the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters, to serve until July 1, 1945, 
at the special Board of Directors 
meeting held at the Palmer House 
last week. Action came following a 
report of the nominating committee 
headed by Don S. Elias, chairman, 


who recommended Ryan's succession. 


to Neville Miller’s office at the ex- 
piration of the latter’s term on June 
30, 1944. On being informed of the 
board’s action, Miller announced he 
believed it would be to “the best in- 
terests of the industry” if the new 
president took over immediately. 
However, it may be 30 to 60 days be- 
fore Ryan can wind up his affairs in 
Washington where he is assistant di- 
rector of censorship in charge of 
radio. 

In the meantime the NAB board 
has appointed C. E. Arney, Jr., sec- 
retary-treasurer of the association, 
as temporary managing director. 
Arney will replace Miller on the tour 
of districts now under way, accom- 


,panying Williard D. Egolf, assistant 


to the president, and Lewis H, 
Avery, director of the department of 
broadcast advertising, through the 
middle, southwest and coast areas. 


Convention Aug. 28-31 


Chicago has been selected for the 
annual NAB convention, which will 
be held on August 28 to 31 at the 
Palmer House, contingent upon Of- 
fice of Defense Transportation rules 
and policies, thus cancelling tenta- 
tive plans to hold the meeting in 
New York City in April. 


Acceptance of applications for 
membership closed the two-day ses- 
sion. O. L. “Ted” Taylor placed in 
application KGNC, Amarillo, Texas; 
KTSA, San Antonio; KFYO, Lubbock 
and KRGV, Westlaco. Ed Carney ap- 
plied with three Montana stations, 
KCIR, Butte; KPFA, Helena and 
KRBM, Boseman, also KFPY, Spo- 
kane, Wash., and KXL, Portland, 
Oregon. 


Sterling Waters has joined the 
KTSA announcing staff. He’s new 
to radio. 


Inaugurating a New Era in Broadcasting... 


the 


American Network!” 


That’s an announcement you'll be hearing 
soon—and here’s what it will mean to you 


NE DAY SOON, you're going to sit 


You'll hear the best of everything 


notes of the drum reach you clearly. 
You'll tune the receiver just once — 
the volume won't fade or swell. And 


you won't be annoyed by a single 


stutter of static, interference or out- 
side noise, 


down by a radio (a very special 
kind of radio), tune to The American 
Network (a very special kind of net- 
work), listen—and get the surprise of 
your life! 


There will be something different 
about what you hear. A new note in 
the programs. A note of individuality 
and character that is associated with 
everything you hear on this network— 
the kind of individuality and character 
that distinguishes great newspapers 
and magazines. 


Because The American Network 
will be a network with a definite pro- 
gramming policy. A policy of bringing 
you the kind of programs you want to 
hear—at the time of day or night you 
want to hear them. 


—music, drama, comedy, variety, serv- 
ice material, news—not in hodgepodge 
confusion, but in a well-ordered pre- 
sentation that will furnish all the en- 
tertainment and information you want 
without needless duplication. 


You'll hear facts about what’s hap- 
pening in the world—and about prod- 
ucts—that you can rely on. 


And because American Network 
programs will be quality programs, so 
will the broadcasting and reception 
of them. 


For this will be FM — frequency 
modulation — one of the most talked 
about developments in radio today. 
Voices and music are reproduced in 
their full, glorious, natural tones—the 
highest notes of the violin, the lowest 


A quality network, The American Net- 
work will be made up and owned by 
quality stations located throughout 
the country, each station reflecting the 
character and policies of the network. 


* * * 


Never before in the history of radio 
have so many Americans felt the need 
for a new approach in broadcasting 
and new methods of programming. 


With the birth of The American 
Network, combining the miracles of 
FM with individuality and character 
of purpose, a new era in radio broad- 


casting will begin. | 


The American Network, Inc. 


LINCOLN BUILDING. © NEW YORK 17, N.Y... 


Incorporated in 1941 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


Johnny Messner and many of the members of his orchestra, which is a 
fixture at the McAlpin hotel, N, Y., all live near one another in Ridgefield 
Park. N. J., and are registered at the same draft board. Several months 
ago the board started to cut in on the outfit’s personnel, drafting one and 
earmarking several others, including Messner. Since they are among the 
last classification to be called, because of dependency, they're being taken 
pretty close together. 

Messner passed a physical last week and is due for a uniform around 
mid-March. Willard Cottrel!, sax. and Pete Schipper, trumpet, are due to 
take theirs soon. 


It's generally unknown that Cant. Glenn Miller broadcasts out of New 


Haven, where he's stationed at Yale U., twice weekly on the Yankee net- | 
work with a 23-piece string band composed entirely of fiddles. ‘cellos, | 


violas, etc. This is in addition to his NBC broadcasts each Saturday after- 
noon and evening with a large Air Corps outfit conventionally staffed. 

Miller has been in service more than a year, but RCA-Victor, for which 
he recorded, still has some dises by him. Company is releasing on March 
22 an original he cut almost two vears ago backed by a pop. 

Georgie Auld encountered an unusual accident during one of his initial 
broadcasts from the Commodore. hotel. N. Y., where his band opened 
Thursday (3). In the middle of a tenor sax break occurring in the first 
number his instrument fell apart in his hands. Apparently the horn had 
been knocked against something, injuring it so that the neck split. Leader 
continued the broadcast, using an alto, transposing tenor passages as he 
went along. 

Orchestra that has been out of New York for almost a year cancelled 
a distant location date recently because wives of its key musicians want 
them home for a while. So the combo is being booked for a month or 
more into N. Y. area dates. 


Nazi “kultur” is putting the quietus on American swing, 
Rome broadcast picked up by a U. S. monitor. Stemming from the Nazi- 
controlled Ministry of Popular Culture, broadcast decrees “ta full stop to 
American or Negro swing music.” “Our country,” airing continued, “the 
cradle of music, cannot be contaminated by the whim of the few.” 


according to a 


T. Dorsey Likely Record 486, Philly; 


Busse 166, Omaha, Osborne 236, D.C. 


(Estimates for This Week) | week (7th). last for show, looking 

Charlie Barnet, New York (Strand; fine $50.000. Engagement highly | 
9.756: 35-$1.10 )—With Ella Mae Morse profitable. 

and “Destination Tokyo” (WB). In Johnny Long, New York (Para- 


current (6th) and final week, with mount: 3,664; 35-$1.10)—With Hazel 


sturdy $42,000 or over seen. huge Scott, others, in person, and “Miracle 
profit on run. Morgan's Creek” (Par). Mighty b.o. 

Henry Busse, Omaha (Orpheum; combo of stageshow and _ picture 
3.000: 20-65)—Plus “Whistling inj pushed gross on third Week, ended 


last night (Tuesday) to very big $85,- 
000. Remains two more rounds. 
Enric Madriguera, Newark (Adams; 


Brooklyn’ (M-G). Smash $16,000 to | 
top city, largely on band’s appeal. 
D’Artega, Indianapolis (Keith's: 1.- 


200: 30-55)—With “Lisbon. Clipper 1959: 35-99)—With “Saint Meets 
Mystery” (Indie) and acts. Oke $5,- Tiger” (Rep). So-so $16,000, rated 
200 in 4-day weekend run, with most | natural letdown after recent big 
credit going to band, first time here. | \-eeks. 


Tommy Dorsey, Philadelphia 
(Earle; 2.760; 35-85)—With “Dough- 
boys in Ireland” (Col). Torrid $48.- 
000 likely which would break house 


Hal McIntyre, Indianapolis (Circle; | 
2.800; 40-65)—With Smiley Burnette. | 
others, on stage, and “Happy Land” | 
(20th). Fine $16,000, with strong sup- | 


record made by Tommy Dorsey last 
year. Film rated little help. 

Shep Fields, Boston (RKO Boston: 
8.200: 44-99) — Plus “Heat's On” 
(Col), and, on stage, Helen Forrest, 
Dixie Dunbar, others. Combination 
of stage layout and film responsible 
for great $30,000 here, with band 
plenty strong draw on its own. 

Richard Himber, New York (Cap- 


itol; 4,820; 35-$1.10)—With Kathryn | 


Grayson, Lou Holtz and “Rags” Rag- 
land on stage and “Guy Named Joe” 
(M-G). 


ception, 


Still going strong, with this ' 


port helping band on first stop at this | 


house, 


Vaughn Monroe, Pittsburgh (Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 30-75)—With “Tarzan’s 


Desert Mystery” (RKO). Monroe has ! 


consistently been a strong draw at 
WB deluxer and this time’s no ex- 
Should account for $21,000 
at least, fine. 

Will Osborne, Washington (Cap- 
itol; 3,434; 30-66)—With “The Lodger” 
(20th). Sturdy $23,000 to make it 
one of leaders in town. 


Morgan’s N. Y. Date 


Russ Morgan’s reorganized band 
goes into rehearsal Jate this week or 
' early next and has been booked for 
'the Strand theatre, N. Y.. opening 
about March 10. Before playing the 
' Strand it will break in on split-week 
'theatve bookings. 

Morgan has been out 
| since just prior to the past holidays, 
when he rejected bookings to spend 
Xmas with his family in N Y. He 
frebuilt his band from among Local 
802 members. 


Band Bookings 
| Benny Carter, Feb. 22. Laurel 
Gardens, Newark: 24, week, Loew’s 
State theatre. N. Y. 


Woody Herman, Feb. 18-20, Civic 
Square Aud. San Diego: 21, Aud., 
San Bernardino, Calif.: 25. week, 
| Chicago theatre, Chicago: March 3, 
week, Michigan theatre, Detroit. 

Louis Jordan, Feb. 14, Aud., Roan- 
/ol.s, Va.; 16, Odd Fellows Hall, Wil- 
/mington, Del.; 17, Strand B., Balti- 
more; 18, week, Howard theatre, 
Washington; 25, Eukranian Hall, 
Chester, Pa.: 27, Broadway theatre, 
Springfield, Mass. 

Stan Kenton, Feb. 19, Aud.. Sacra- 
mento; 20, Aud. Oakland; 24, Will 
Rogers Field, Oklahoma City; 235, 
Cessna Aircraft, Wichita; 26, Pla- 
more Ballroom, Kansas City; 27, 
Meadow Acres, Topeka. 

Clyde Lueas, Feb. 18, week, River- 
side theatre. Milwaukee; 25, Purdue 
U., Lafayette, Ind.; 26, U. of Illinois, 
Champaign, 

Jay MeShann, Feb. 18, week, How- 
ard theatre, Washington; 25, Market 
Aud., Wheeling, W. Va.: 26, Cotton 
Club, Dayton; 27, Sunset Terrace, 
Indiananolis; 28, Madison Rink, 
Louisville; 29, Aud., Memphis. 
| Charlie Spivak. 14. Grotto Park, 
' Elmira, N. Y.; 15, Masonie Temple, 
| Scranton: 17, week, Adams theatre, 
| Newark; 24, week, Boston. 


Louis Prima, Feb. 25-27, Met. the- 
atre. Providence; 28-29, Plymouth 
theatre, Worcester: March 3, week, 
| Apollo theatre, N. Y. 

Bob Strong, Feb. 11, Fishburn 
Military Academy, Waynesboro, Va.; 
12, North Carolina State, Raleigh; 
14. Langley Field, Norfolk, Va.; 19, 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 21, three 
weeks, Flagler Gardens, Miami. 


Draft Fraud Jam 


Washington, Feb. 8. 

Washie Bratcher, who raised him- 
self from a $1,440 per year govern- 
ment clerk to be the jitterbugs’ idol 
as a Washington orchestra leader, 
} was arrested by FBI agent last week 
on suspicion of evading the draft 
through the use of drugs. 


Brachter was arrested with 19 
others, charged with using benze- 


drine to induce high blood pressure 
when draft examinations were im- 
minent. 


Whitneys With Don Kave 
San Francisco, Feb. 8. 
Whitney Sisters, who sever rela- 
tions with the Paul Small production 
of “Curtain Time” at its close at the 
Curran, into the St. Francis hotel to 
augment the Don Kaye band. 


of action 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York: hotels 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
| holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Week Covera Tota 

Band Hotel Plas ed Week Pe. ‘Date 
Ray Heatherton. .Biltmore (400; $1-$1.50)............. 34 1125 46.500 
Lani McIntire"... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..... 2,125 188.325 
Sonny Dunham...New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).. ......- 8 2,000 17,875 
Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)......... 7 3,425 23,175 
mavier Cumat. «.. Waldorf (560+ GB) 6 3,000 19.659 
Jan Garber.......Lincoln (275; $1-$1.50)....... 1,100 5,275 
Guy Lombardo .. Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)....... eee 2.400 2.273 
Georgie Auld..... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... O ¥1,025 1.023 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New Yorker and Biltmore 
have ice shows. Waldorf has Annamary Dickey and Rudenko & Zoriteh, 
* 3 days. 

Chicago 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel: 400; $2.50 min.). Hart- 
mans and Bondshu holding up biz to capacity 3,600. 

Bernie Cummins (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel: 750: $2.50-$3 min.), 
Cummins sharing honors with Gracie Barrie; six nights and Sunday tea 
dancing did around 3,500. 

Glen Gray (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.). Gray 
holding heavy pace here with excellent 7,500. ; 

Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.), 
No letdown; Joy responsible for another fine 5,000. 

Eddie Oliver (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; 1,100; 50c and Tie 
cover charge, plus $1.25 min.), Oliver setting fine pace. Around 8,000 tabs. 

Ran Wilde (Empire Room, Palmer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.). Hilde- 
garde and Wilde keeping the room filled at all times. Excellent 9.300. 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
Should garner neat 4.200 covers. 

Joe Reichman, Biltmore: 900; $1-$1.50). New additions to floor show 
and biz good generally. Will better 4,100 covers. 


Martin pulling heavily, 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

Harry James (Palladium B, Hollywood, sixth week). 
records behind and checking out with 34,000 stubs, 
tonight (Tues.). 

Horace Heidt (Trianon B, Southgate, fourth week). 
over town and should mark up 10,200 tabs. 

Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie'’s, N, Los Angeles, 14th week). 
and Harris proving solidly to 5,400 customers. 


Leaving 
Sammy Kaye. comes in 


Pulling from all 


Georgie Price 


(Chicago) 
Lou Breese (Chez Paree; 650: $3-$3.50 min.). 
and Joe E. Lewis but still big 5.500. 
Del Courtney (Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.). 
with solid 3,700. 


Slight decrease for Breese 
Courtney in the groove 


On the Upbeat 


Skip Nelson joins the reorganized 
Teddy Powell orchestra, which goes 
into rehearsal next week. Powell re- 
sumes work with one-nighters begin- 


vak’s orchestra at the Pennsylvania 
hotel, N. Y. He recently got out ot 
the Army. 


Frances Wayne, singer with Woody 
Herman's orchestra, wasn't used in 


ning Feb. 21, then goes to the Casa 
Loma Ballroom, St. Louis, March 10, 
and Sherman hotel, Chicago, March 
23, for four weeks. 

Jan Garber orch booked for Pal- 
ladium Ballroom, Hollywood, for six 
weeks, opening May 2 or June 13. 

Louis Prima band signed for disc 
date by Hit Records. 

Jimmy Saunders, vocalist once 
with Harry James, joins Charlie Spi- 


the leader's recently completed film. 
so to fill the time during the layott 
she was booked into the Trocadero, 
Hollywood nitery, for two weeks, 
and held over for two more. 


Shep Fields Orch will pay its an- 
nual visit to Stanley theater, WB 
deluxer in Pittsburgh, week oat 
March 8. 

Maury Styne’s orchestra opened 
an indefinite stand at the Little 
Club, Los Angeles. 


Latest Releases on Musicraft Records: 
My Heart Tells Me. ...., 


Little Did |Know ...... 


The Surrey With The Fringe On Top 
By The River Of The Roses . . . 


Besame Mucho ....... 
Come Back to Sorrento . . . . 


Currently playing the finest theatres, hotels and night clubs in the country 


EM 


THOMAS 


ENT CORPORATION 


ROCKWELL, President 
NEW CINCINNAT!-LONDGN 
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Record *15017 
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Phoney Testimonials, Push Money 
Clipped By Federal Trade Commission 


Washington, Feb. 8. 
Professional musicians generally 
will benefit by the new trade prac- 
tices for the musical instrument and 
accessories industry, announced last 


Wednesday (2) by the Federal Trade 
Commission, in that they will get 
what they are paying for in the 
future. 

However, the income of a limited 
number of band leaders and others 
will be clipped by bans on phoney 
testimonials, “push money,” etc. 

New rule kayoing deceptive testi- 
monials puts the kibosh on the fol- 
lowing: (1) use of testimonials so 
old they are not truly applicable to 
instruments currently manufactured; 
(2) testimonials given solely for cash 
consideration and where the giver 
doesn't use the instruments, or uses 
them only to a minor extentn; (3) 
testimonials not telling the truth 
about the instruments. 

Rule affecting “push money,” etc., 
states: “It is an unfair trade practice 
io bribe, by giving or contracting to 
vive, or causing to be given, or by 
loaning or causing to be loaned, di- 
rectly or indirectly, to any orchestra 
leader, band leader, official, singer, 
musician, music teacher, or other 
person, employed by another, or to 
the agent or representative of, or to 
anyone else on behalf of, such an 
orchestra leader, band leader, offi- 
cial, singer, musician, music teacher, 
or other person, any “push money,” 
gift, bonus, fee, gratuity, payment, 
discount, refund, rebate, royalty, 
service, musical instrument, favor or 
other thing or act of value, as an 
inducement to such individual to 
play or use or cause to be played 
or used, in a public performance, any 
musie instrument oreaccessory of 
such industry in either of the fol- 
lowing cases: 

“(a) without the knowledge and 
consent of said employer; and 

“(b) with or without the knowl- 
edge of said employer, where the 
effect may be substantially to lessen 
competition or tend to create a 
monopoly or unreasonably restrain 
trade in the marketing of such mu- 
sical instruments or accessories, or 
where the effect is to mislead or de- 
ceive purchasers or prospective pur- 
chasers.” 


Tommy Dorsey Invited 
To Do Tromb Concerto 


With Pitt Symph Orch, 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 
Tommy Dorsey has been invited 
by Dr. Fritz Reiner, director of the 
Pittsburgh symphony orchestra, to 
appear as a guest soloist with the 
local symph Offer 
came when Reiner caught Dorsey’s 


next season, 
show at Stanley last week, following 
Dorsey's attendance at a symphony 
concert at Syria Mosque, when he 
met Reiner 

TD accepted on the spot, provid- 


| 


} 


| 


| 
| 
| 


ing Reiner could dig up something | 
for him to play, and latter immedi- | 


ately talked to Leonard Bernstein, 
assistant conductor of the New York 
Philharmonic, who was in Pitts- 
burgh at the time as a guest artist, 
directing and introducing his new 
symphony, “Jeremiah,” about the 
possibility of composing a concerto 
for trombone. Bernstein promised 
Reiner he would consider the com- 


mission and let him know in time! 


of its progress. 


HARRY LIM, JAVA JAZZ 
CRITIC, HELD BY FBI 


Harry Lim, Javanese jazz expert, 

Was picked up by the FBI in N. Y. 
last week charged with failure to re- 
turn a draft questionnaire to his Chi- 
Cago board. He was held in $1,000 
bail by U. S. Commissioner Garrett 
W. Cotter. 
_ Lim, 29, is widely known among 
Jazz enthusiasts, and is said to have 
one of the best collections of record- 
ings in the world at his home in 
Batavia, Java. He has been in this 
country for some time, having come 
here on a visit and prevented from 
returning due-to the Japanese cap- 
ture of the island. He has been liv- 
ng mostly on funds allocated to him 
by the Netherlands Consulate in N.Y. 
His father, still in Java, is said to be 
&@ wealthy planter. 


Herman in AFM Squawk 


’ 

On Contractee’s Breach 

Woody Herman recently filed a 
complaint with the American Fed- 
eration of Musicians ‘against Billy 
Rogers, femme trumpeter and singer 
who left his band last December. 
She was under contract to the leader 
but Herman let her out of it when 
she expressea a desire to retire and 
return to her home in Seattle. 

Couple weeks ago Herman discov- 
ered that Miss Rogers was leading a 
small, male combination at the Club 
Prevue, Chicago, booked there by 
Jack Archer, former Herman road 
manager nuw with General Amus’s 
Chicago office. He immediately filed 
a complaint with the AFM for 
breach of contract. 


Band Fans Due 
For Shocks Via 
Film Sequences 


Band fans who know standout men 
and the personnel of various orches- 
tras are due for surprises when 
some of the orchestra films now be- 
ing made are released. 

Manpower situation has forced 
Hollywood producers and maestros 
to do some strange tricks in lensing 
combos. For example, Vido Musso, 
a star sax, recently returned to 
Woody Herman's outfit while it was 
making “Sensations of 1944.” His 
predecessor was still present, but 
Herman's pianist had been caught 
in the draft. So Musso is a pianist 
in the film. 

In many other cases, according to 
bandsmen recently back from the 
Coast, the personnel of the bands 
change with almost every closeup. 
Since these sequences are not al- 
ways shot together musicians come 
and go before all are completed. In 
‘one closeup a widely recognized 
sideman is present, in the next he’s 
out, later he’s back in. It’s said 
Benny Goodman, now winding up at 
20th-Fox, didn’t have the same band 
three days running. 


LITO JOINS T. DORSEY 
AS ROAD MANAGER 


Louis Zito, former drummer with 
Gracie Barrie’s. orchestra, joins 
Tommy Dorsey as road manager this 
week, replacing Dave Jacobs. Latter 
is returning to Hollywood, where he 
will represent Dorsey's music pub- 


lishing interests. He recently got 
out of the Army. 
Zito was with Miss Barrie until 


she broke up the band about a month 
ago. With Jimmy Palmer, former 
singer with the outfit, Zito was going 
to try to keep 
but apparently it fell through. 


Seek Savitt to Resume 


‘Fats’ Waller’s Will 


Fats Waller's will, filed for probate 
in Queens, N. Y., Monday (7) award- 
ed his wife $2,500 and the income 
from a trust fund, cited as “the 
minimum portion of my estate to 
which the law provides she is en- 
titled...for reasons fully known to 
her.” Will disposes of an estate to- 
talling more than $20,000. 

On his wife’s death Waller, who 
died of a heart attack recently while 
on a train returning from California, 
arranged that the fund be divided 
equally between two sons, one of 
whom, Thomas, Jr.. now an Air 
Corps trainee, gets $500 in cash im- 
mediately. 


Breese to Quit 


Band For Pit 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Lou Breese, whose band is fea- 
tured at the Chez Paree, has signed 
a year’s contract with Balaban & 
Katz to become musical director of 
the Chicago theater starting March 
3. Present plans call for an aug- 
mented house orchestra from 12 to 
16 men and for frequent use on stage 
with Breese as permanent emcee. 
Louis Adrian, who has been with 
B & K for 23 years, many as con- 
ductor of the house band, resigned 
last week. 

No successor has yet been named 
for Breese at the Chez Paree. It is 
said that Mike Fritzel is considering 
several leaders, with Gay Claridge 
and Charlie Agnew having the in- 
side track. 


Woe Ahead for James 
If He Fails to Come 
Back East in Spring 


Harry James is due for trouble if 
he fails to come east this spring and 
play out commitments he owes sev- 
eral band buyers. It has been ru- 
mored around N. Y. that he was 
dropped from his Chesterfield com- 
mercial (as of March 31) because of 
his refusal to move out of Holly- 
wood for p.a. tours. This is denied 
by people close to him and his 
agency, but it’s known that the spon- 
sor had applied pressuke in that di- 
rection in the past. 

James owes the N. Y. Paramount 
two weeks, Frank Dailey’s Terrace 
Room, Newark, a couple, and is due 
to go into the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
around May 18. In regard to the 
Astor, James has said that he paid 
the hotel $10,000 to be let out of a 
date to play there last fall so he 


could remain on the Coast for Metro, 
but if this is true it apparently | 
brought a temporary deferment since | 
he’s still scheduled to play the spot | 
this spring. 

James still has the Army to con- 
tend with, however. He will take a 


j 
| 


the band together, | 


Holyoke Sunday Policy 


Valley Gardens Arena, Holyoke, 
Mass., is negotiating for Jan Savitt’s 
orchestra to debut the resumption 
there. of Sunday name bands and 
acts, which interrupted 


last | 


year when the spot had a fire. Savitt| 


had been scheduled to play the 
Arena then and arrived at Holyoke 
just after the blaze, which occurred 
early on a Sunday morning. 

Savitt would open the rebuilt spot 
Feb. 20: he will be followed on the 
27th by Bobby Sherwood’s orches- 
tra and Louis Jordan's small combin- 
ation, in addition to acts. 


Barnet 4-F 


Charlie Barnet drew a 4-F classi- 
fication at the N. Y. induction cen- | 


ter Saturday (5). It was generally 
unknown that the leader was due to 
take a test. 

While Barnet was taking the phys- 
ical George Auld, sax-maestro, 
whose band opened last week (3) 
at the Commodore hotel, N. Y., 
subbed. He did likewise for two 
shows the day before (4), when Bar- 
net was ill 


DR. COFFIN OFFERS 
NEW JAZZ ANALYSIS 


By DON WALSH 
Robert Goffin, the Belgian 
who way back in the 1920's 
started the cult of European jazz | 
critics, which has consistently in- 
creased in importance over the in- 
tervening vears, offers another pains- | 
taking critica] analysis of the music 
that is purely American in “Jazz— 
from the Congo to the Metropolitan” 
(Doubleday Doran; $2.50). | 

Like all European critics, Panas- | 
sie, Rosenkrantz, Mougin, Mila, oH 


physical in the near future. | 


Dr. 
hepcat 


the rest. Goffin is enormously inter- 
ested in the sources, background and 
early development of jazz. 


Such consuming interest in Buddy 
Bolden, Freddie Keppard, Emmett 
Hardy and the other early New Or- 


leans ragtime players is apt to’ be aj} 


little puzzling te most American 
readers. especially when one con- 
siders that it never definitely could 


be determined whether, in the light } 


of present-day performances, those 
old-timers could really play or, to 
borrow from the jazz _ lexicon, 


“couldn't blow their nose.” 

Goffin, of course, is very positive 
in his likes and dislikes—he couldn't 
be a jazz critic otherwise. Like his | 
European confreres he worships at | 


the throne of Louis Armstrong, 
something with which few could 


i find fault. | 


| Whiteman, Jean Goldkette and even 


He is downright cruel to Paul | 


Fletcher Henderson, but whether he | 


likes it or not, these »oands of a few 


years back turned ou’ many records | 
that, for American tastes, will take a 


| 


(Continued on page 44) 


Bernie's Ex-Bandsmen Being Taxed 


On Trust Fund They Never 


Col. Repeats Sinatra f 


Tunes on the Coast. 


Columbia Records made another 
set of recordings with Frank Sina- 
tra on the Coast Friday (3), doing | 
“Music Stopped” and one other tune | 
from the singer's RKO picture, 
“Higher and Higher.” These sides 
had been made before in N. Y., but 
were considered unsatisfactory. 

RCA-Victor has also been making 
tunes with singers. While Leonard | 
Joy, Victor recording director, was 
on the Coast. recently, he made 
sides with Dinah Shore and Lena 
Horne. 


Victor Informs 
Pubs Recording 
May Start Soon’ 


Executives of RCA-Victor have | 
been telling music publishers and 
bandleaders under contract to that | 
company that no matter how the im- | 
minent decision of the WLB turns 
out Victor may be recording again 
within 60 days. WLB is expected to 
complete its sifting of testimony in 
the controversy in regard to Victor 
and Columbia, who have refused to 
accept the AFM's licensing agree- 
ment under which Decca has been 
recording for months, in the near 
future. 


Victor's attitude toward the situa- 
tion seems to be against fighting the 
government if the WLB decision is | 
negative. Executives have so much 
as told bandleaders under contract 
to the company that in the event of 
a WLB setback the AFM licensing 
principle, which calls for a percent- 
age payment to the union for every | 
disc manufactured, will be accepted. | 
Columbia, which has worked in con- | 
cert with Victor in the dispute, will 
not express an opinion, but it’s in- | 
timated that whatever Victor does | 
Columbia will do also. 


RAYMOND SCOTT SIGNS 
WITH MORRIS AGENCY 


Raymond Scott has signed a three- | 
year management contract with the} 
William Morris agency, to take effect | 


after the expiration of a_ similar! 
agreement the leader now has with 
Music Corp. of America. MCA still 


has a short while to run. 

Scott, now a house conductor at! 
CBS, N. Y., apparently intends re- 
turning to the dance field when his} 
Morris contract goes into effect. He} 


| gave up a previous effort when he! 
| took the CBS post and the only pub- 


lic maestroing he has done since 
was at the Capitol] theatre, N. Y., last 


December. 


Woody Herman Slated | 
For Physical Shortly. 


Woody Herman, placed in 1-A re- 
cently, is due for a physical soon. | 
He’s now on his way east after hav- 
ing completed “Sensations of 1944,” 


| film for Andrew Stone. 


Leader 
child. 


is married and has one 


Alexander to Coast 


Willard Alexander, head of the 
William Morris agency band depart- | 
ment. left for the Coast Saturday | 
(5). He'll be gone several weeks on | 
business and may work in a short! 
vacation. He has been ill. 

Hal McIntyre’s orchestra, a Morris | 
property, is due for film work at 
Columbia and goes into the Palla- 


dium Ballroom, Hollywood, early in 
March. | 


Red Nichols With Gray 


Red Nichols, trumpeter, is playing} 
with Glen Gray’s orchestra at the 
Sherman hotel, Chicago. It’s his first | 
work in the name band field in some 
time. 

Nichols dropped out of sight a 
while back and was variously re- 
ported as a defense worker and, via 
a story in a recent daily mag sec-| 
tion, as a trumpeting pied p.per. a 
stunt pulled in a California town 


j Overrun with rats. j 


| get an 


Collected 


Chicago, Feb. 8. 

Repercussions from a trust estate 
established many years ago by Ben 
Bernie for the benefit of 10 members 
of his band, on which they never 
collecied, were felt last week when 
the musicians were notified by the 
Department of Internal Revenue 
they would have to pay taxes on the 
trust’s proceeds, 

Trust, known as the Jeffson Co., 
was liquidated before Bernie died. 
At that time each member had $3.- 
557.67 coming to him, but on the 
plea that the Ole Maestro was short 
of cash, checks were endorsed over 
to Bernie and the men heard noth- 
ing more until they were billed by 
the Government. Taxes demanded 
run from $700 to $1,200. 


Inasmuch as the stock in the trust 
company belonged to them but was 
turned over to Bernie, several of 
the band members are threatening 
suit to collect the $3,557.67 due them 
in addition to refusing to pay the 
income tax asked by the Govern- 
ment on the transaction. 

In a letter addressed to Bernie's 
former men, Max E. Levine, attorney 


_ for the estate, notifies them that he 


can say almost positively that the 


| legacies will not be paid in ful] and 


is very doubtful if any of the lega- 
tees will even get a part payment. 


Krupa ‘Happy’ With 
T. Dorsey, Won't Reorg 


Band Till Post-War 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 


Gene Krupa, at Stanley last week 
with Tommy Dorsey's band, told 


; hewspapermen here that he prob- 


ably wouldn’t reorganize his own 
band until after the war. Drummer 
said he was perfectly happy about 
his setup with TD, had no headaches 
(speaking of sharp turnover in musi- 
cians as result of the war) and was 
content to remain with Dorsey as 
long as the latter would have him. 
Dorsey’s answer was that Krupa 
could stick for life. 

Originally it was drummer's idea 
to go on the road with Dorsey to 
estimate on public reaction 
to him following his recent convic- 
tion in San Francisco on a reefer 
charge and subsequent jail sentence. 
He’s found no noticeable change in 


audiences — in fact, at Stanley, he 
figuratively tore the house down at 
every show—but likes the idea of 


working for somebody else again for 
a change. 

Still a possibility, too, that Krupa 
may be called into the service when 
and if he’s cleared of the rap that 
still hangs over him. He’s only out 
now pending hearing on an appeal 
for another trial. 


COL. NAMES STORDAHL 
AS MUSIC CONSULTANT 


Columbia Records is creating the 
post of Consultant of Musie for Axel 
Stordahl, who bows out of his spot 


as Columbia recording’ director. 
Stordahl is arranger and conductor 


for Frank Sinatra and that post will 


take him out of town too often for 
him to be on hand for Columbia 
disc dates when the latter resumes 


recording. 

In the new position Stordahl will 
conduct all studio work when he 
has the opportunity and will aid in 
the selection of material for record- 
ng. The recording-director post has 
not yet been filled. 


GAC Premature on Pastor 


Corp. week 


stated rather prematurely that it had 


General Amus. last 


booked Tony Pastur’s orchestra into 
the New Yorker hotel, N. Y., open- 
ing May 1 for at least eight weeks, 
Actually, Jerry Wald is scheduled to 
follow the current Sonny Dunham 
on March 6 for eight weeks and 
then likely will be followed by 
Johnny Long. 

Possibility that the New Yorker 
will temporarily discontinue large 


} name bands for a short period while 


it repairs the Terrace Room ice rink 
is also denied by the hostelry. It’s 
stated that the repairs will consume 
perhaps five or siy days and during 
that time a floor show will sub for 
tl» blade routines. Nothing is defi- 
nite, however. 
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Coast ASCAP Sesh Tossup Between 


Paine’s Lovely and Rebs’ Wild-Eye 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 


It wasn't the chummiest affair that 
the boys have ever been to, nor was 
it as “lovely” as John Paine is wont 
to limn all ASCAP meetings, but the 
lads who deal in sharps and flats will 
concede that it had a few electrifying 
moments. Such as when Robert Mur- 
ray, press agent for the Society, 

alled someone a liar and Wolfe Gil- 
ert tangled vocally with Arthur 
Schwartz. 

Semi-annual meeting of the Coast 
songmen at the Beverly Wilshire ho- 
tel last Wednesday (2) might have 
been called a draw between what 
gome of the cleffers prefer to call the 
“haves and have-nots.” Robert Mac- 
Gimsey, bearing the torch for the 
standards, set up a blackboard to 
prove his point that the Ahlert Plan 
of classification isn’t what it’s 
cracked up to be. Before the meet- 
ing there were vague whisperings of 
“consent decree violation” and “in- 
junction proceedings to block the 
plan” but out on the floor no such 
acrid accusations were volleyed or 
thundered. Fred Ahlert and Paine 
read various reports and then the 
free-for-all on the new point system 
got under way. Along about 1 a. m. 
someone on the dais yawned and the 
150 members took it as their cue to 
go home. 


Two Points of View 


Next day at the Brown Derby the 
meeting was hashed over brown and 
the sobering influence of a night’s 
rest tempered the discussions. Paine 
insisted it was “a lovely meeting” 
but over in the rebel corner they re- 
fused to concede that everything was 
sweetness and light. None could 
gainsay, however, that it wasn’t as 
fiery as previous seshes, and the 
Ahlert Plan marches merrily on. 
Paine wasn’t so sure, however, that 
the new system would be put into 


operation before another year, what 
with the procastinating tactics of the 
opposition forces, said to number 
around 100 on the Coast and 300 in 
the east. Those figures were volun- 
teered by signatories to the petition 
against Ahlertizing the classification 
at this time. 

It was disclosed out-of-meeting 
that the two concerts put on by the 
Society and L. A. Times to raise 
funds for Armed Forces Master Rec- 
ords, Inc., produced a meagre net of 
$4,000 out of a gross intake of 
$17,000. The Saturday night sym- 
phonic concert in Shrine auditorium 
was a floperoo and that’s where most 
of the outgoing coin went. Alfred 
Wallenstein’s philharmonic crew of 
90 was paid $5,000 for the two nights 
and later slipped ASCAP a bill for 
$2,350 for extra rehearsals. Special 
orchestrations and copying ran well 
past $4,000. 

Popular concert on Sunday night 
packed the auditorium to overflow- 
ing and many of the attenders 
couldn’t understand why the philhar- 
monics were needed to accompany 
Bing Crosby, Dinah Shore, Lena 
Horne, et al., when Skinnay Ennis’ 
army band drowned them out when- 
ever the brass section let go with a 
blast. Another puzzler was why pro- 
grams were given away free and hat 
was passed for additional contribu- 
tions to the same charity. Murray 
spent a month here laying out the 
two shows. 


Sam Gallop wrote the lyrics to 
“Holiday for Strings,” which Breg- 
man, Vocco and Conn accepted for 
use with the Dave Rose melody. 


Saul Chaplin turned in a new 
marching song, “Men of the Ordnance 
Corps,” for “Mr. Winkle Goes to 
War” at Columbia. 


15 Best Song Sellers 


(Week ending Feb. 5) 
Mairzy Doats. 
Heart Tells, Me. Ve 
Shoo Shoo Baby..........Leeds 
Besame Mucho......Melodylane 
No Love, Nothin’,.....Triangle 
Beautiful Morning.....Crawford 
Paper . Doll. 
I Couldn't Sleep....T. B. Harms 
Surrey With Fringe...Crawford 
My 
Shining Hour,...........Morris 
By River Roses.........Shapiro 
Don’t Sweetheart Me..Advanced 
Victory Polka....... ...Chappell 


Marks Sues 20th 
On Infringement 


Charging 20th-Fox Film Corp. 
with copyright infringement, E. B. 
Marks Music Corp. and Margaret 
Doyle filed suit Monday (7) in N. Y. 
Federal court asking for an injunc- 
tion and damages. Action involves 
uses of tune, “Ta Ra Ra Boom Dere 
E” in two 20th films, “Heaven Can 
Wait” and “Sweet Rosie O'Grady,” 
distributed by the company last fall. 

Plaintiffs allege that prior to Sep- 
tember, 1943, 20th requested license 
for use of the song in the two pic- 
tures, but before Marks could ex- 
ecute a contract the film producers 
advised, orally and in writing, that 
it would not respect the Marks 
license and was going ahead with 
the use of the tune wherever it saw 
fit. No reason was reportedly given 
for this action. 


Melody was composed by the late 
Henry J. Sayers, in 1891, and own- 
ership was bequeathed in 1932, when 
the composer died, to Margaret and 
Alice Doyle. Alice Doyle died in 
1935 and Margaret, a sister, assigned 
the copyright to Marks on April 29, 
1948. 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 


THE SONG FROM THE TITLE OF THE SAME NAME 


(We're In Love) 


is going to be the NUMBER ONE PLUG SONG of 


PARAMOUNT MUSIC CORP. 


in order that. . 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 


can devote its entire efforts to 
exploiting these two current hits— 


And SUDDENLY SPRING 


from the Paramount Picture, “Lady In The Dark” 


STAYED AWAY TOO LONG? 


SIDNEY KORNHEISER, General Manager 
PARAMOUNT MUSIC 


1619 Broadway, New York 


CORP. 


-ASCAP 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


jurisdiction. 


Show Biz and Tin Pan Alley Cavalcade 
Reflected in Ed Marks’ 50th Anni Fete 


By ABEL GREEN 


Yesterday and Monday (Feb. 7-8), 
on the 6th floor of the RCA Bldg., 
in Radio City, show business wit- 
nessed a marked transition from the 
romantie yesteryear of Union Sq. 
and 28th street, in New York, which 
latter locale gave birth to the now 
historic cognomen of “Tin Pan Al- 
ley.” It's a far cry from the caco- 
phony which emanated on tinpanny 
uprights from the brownstones on 
West 28th street to the lush auspices 
of a Rockefeller Center address, but 
that is the exact span of Edward 
B. Marks’ career. 


Today, E. B. celebrates his golden 
anniversary. In 50 years, as he s0 
well put it in his first book,. “They 
All Sang (From Tony Pastor to 
Rudy Vallee)” and his soon-due se- 
quel, “They All Had Glamour (From 
the -Swedish Nightingale to the 
Naked Lady),” show business has 
tempus-fugited like one demented. 
The world do move like mad, but 
perhaps it’s a shade more graphically 
delineated in so nervous a business 
like Tin Pan Alley or show biz. Its 
characters are attuned to the trade— 
nervous, sensitive, restless but ever 
alert to every changing nuance. 


This is graphically pointed up to- 
day in the 6th floor h.q. of E. B. 
Marks Music Corp., which includes 
Max and Mitchell Marks, his broth- 
ers, and son Herbert. The Marks 
firm is an evolution of Joseph W. 


ASCAP Seeks to Modify 
No. of Society Officials 
Set for Burke Suit Quiz 


Motion was made by ASCAP at- 
torneys Schwartz & Frohlich in N.Y, 
federal court yesterday (Tuesday) to 
modify the number of Society of- 
ficials to be called for examination 
in the suit brought against ASCAP 
by songwriter Johnny Burke. 


Action seeks $25,000 damages from 
for allegedly improper 
classification and is a companion suit 
to one filed by Jimmy Van Heusen 
for $15,000 plus withdrawal of tunes 
composed by the latter from ASCAP 
Petition will be heard 


Friday (11). 


Examination of 31 executives of 
| the Society, including Deems Taylor, 
president; John G. Paine, general 
manager; Oscar Hamerstein II and 


,; members of the various boards was 


to have begun yesterday (Tuesday). 
It probably would have been post- 
poned had not the motion for modi- 
fication been made, since Paine and 
various other officials are in Holly- 
wood for a semi-annual membership 
meeting, to be followed next week 


by a supervisors’ confab in New 
Orleans. 
At the time ASCAP attorneys 


asked to limit the number of officials 
to be examined, answers to the suits 
were filed denying all Burke-Van 


allegations and requesting 


| dismissal of the suits. 


| posers and that the latter, 


Attorneys as- 
sert ASCAP’s writers and appeals 
board fairly classified the two com- 
upon ap- 


plying for membership, had signed 


| agreements they would abide by all 
| aritcles of the Society and decision 
| by its executive boards. 


‘SIMON’S NEW COAST 


POST WITH MORRIS 


George Simon, professional man- 
ager of Melrose Music, transfers to 
the Coast later this week to take 


| over a permanent spot as Hollywood 
, representative of all Buddy Morris 


| interests, 
| Mayfair 


including Morris Music. 
and Melrose, in charge of 
relations with film studios. 

His N. Y. spot hasn’t yet been 


| filled. 


Stern, with whom Ed Marks Started 
in business 50 years ago. 


Cavalcaded on all walls of the spas 
cious office is a galaxy of memor- 
abilia which would brighten the 
heart of any collector. Old theatri- 
cal posters, historic programs, price- 
less autographs and personal letters 
of the greats and the immortals dec. 
orate the walls. The very alert 67- 
year-old music publisher, who start- 
ed as a lyrie writer with Joe Stern 
(tunesmith), has an indelible me- 
mento of each and every still or sig- 
nature. 


Sentiment aside, the walls are re. 
plete with title pages of a priceless 
catalog, and shining forth are his 
two top hits of all time, “Glow 
Worm” and “Parade of the Wooden 
Soldiers.” From “There'll Be a Hot 
Time in the Old Town Tonight” and 
“The Sari Waltz” through the years, 
Marks has ridden the crest of a large 
number of song cycles and _ fads, 
Even before his present-day achieve- 
ments by publishing Ernesto Le- 
cuona, he clicked with “The Peanut 
Vendor” and kindred Latin-flavored 
ditties long before there was such an 
accented world consciousness about 
our good neighbors. 

And with it, whether it’s Frank 
Hennigs or Sammy Smith, the firm 
emerges today as a distinguished or- 
ganization in pop music publishing. 
Show biz’s regard for Ed Marks is 
reflected by that roster of honorary 
anniversary committee members, 
chairmaned by Franklin P. Adams, 
who are celebrating E. B. Marks’ 
Open House which, technically, was 
from noon to 8 p. m. on two days, 
Feb. 7-8, but which apparently has 
its latchkey thrown out the window. 


Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


ON THE 
SUNNY SIDE 
OF THE STREET 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
Shapiro-Bernstein 


HARRY JAMES 


USES IT! 
saa “big names” use this 3x5 
VISUAL record of song hits of 
over i080) pubiisners, viu» ol 
favorites. Includes lead sheets 
and lyrics of chorus, Samples 
free. 


TUNE-DEX 


New York 19 


1619 Broadway 


Morton Gould's 


INSTRUMENTAL SENSATION 


FAVORITE OF A NATION 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 


1619 Broadway, New York 


E. GOLDSBERRY & 
Western Avenue. Los_ ‘Angeles’ 37, Calif. 


Te s TIME. BAND” 


‘MUSIC. PUL B. 


and everyone to ‘SING. 


Pp. 0. Box 524 


‘Hollywood 28, € calif. 


These Songs will augment the GENUINE. jn Gur. “Pighting Let them heat SONGS on the AIR- 
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concerted drive on trade violations 
(payolas to you). In a special meet- 
ing of the Council called last week 
at the Victoria hotel, N. Y., details of 
which are being kept secret, two 
“important” publishers are said to 
have been called onto the carpet and 
interrogated on suspected infractions 
of the union's rules. 

At the meeting it was agreed 
among those present that no word of 
what occurred would be revealed un- 
der any circumstances. That oath 
has been steadfastly adhered to. 


500,000 Sales Of 
Deats 


“Mairzy Doats,” which became the 
No. 1 sheet seller in less than three 
weeks, is claimed to be the fastest- 
starting and selling song in the 
memory of music executives with 30 
years and more experience. Up to 
noon last Friday (4) approximately 
425,000 copies had been disposed of, 
about 100,000 in the racks. It’s fig- 
ured that at the rate the song is sell- 
ing (average 15,000 copies a day) it 
will surpass a half million by the 
end of this week, approximately five 
weeks from the time it started. 

Sales drive of “Mairzy” is all the 
more incredible in view of the lim- 
ited number of plugs it has gotten. 
Since more important radio pro- 
grams picked it up (Kay Kyser, 
Sammy Kaye, Red Skelton, etc.) it 
hasn't had many more than 25 per- 
formances. Under ordinary circum- 
stances publishers now will work on 


in 5 Weeks 


Pubs on Carpet As Contact Men's 
Union Launches Drive Vs. Payola 


Contact Men’s Union is launching a¢ 


| 


some songs several months and re- | 


ceive a couple hundred plugs before | 


they show signs of selling (and of- ‘Gardner Discs for Decca 


ten, of course, they never do). 

As cited before, Miller Music (of 
the Robbins combine), is not seeking | 
pop band plugs too strenuously.| 
Outfit’s contact men have run into 
stiff resistance in this fiéld on the) 
tune, but are not exerting pressure | 
in view of its sales pace. In fact, it’ S| 
felt a flood of pop band plugs might | 
kill it off. Miller feels the song won t| 
do much more than 750,000, but ex-| 
perienced music men have offered 
bets on a million sales total. 


Robbins, Dreyfus Again 
Divide Sinatra Score 


Score of Frank Sinatra's second 
film for RKO, titled ‘Room Service,” 
wili again be divided between the 
Robbins group (Robbins, Miller, 
Feist) and the Max Dreyfus com- 
bine (Crawford, Chappell, T. B. 
Harms). This resulted because the 
tunes from the singer’s initial RKO 
effort, “Higher and Higher,” on re- 
lease, had to be split up due to con- 
tractual affiliations. 

Dreyfus had a _ hold on_ the 
“Higher” score because he published | 
the tunes from the legit version of 
that show and his contract called 
for a similar procedure with what- 
ever new tunes emanated from the 
film version. Robbins had a leg on 
the score because Harold Adamson, 
one of the writers, is under contract 
to Robbins. 

This confliction of publishing 
rights was to have been settled by 
allowing either publisher to have 
the full score of the first film and 
the other to get the full score of the 
second. 

However, since RKO did not 
know whether it would pick up 
Sinatra’s option for a second film 
it was decided that the only fair 
means of settling the double hold 
on the publishing rights to any of 
the singer’s films was to split the 
first pic, and if a second pic was 
done, the same proceedure on the 
split would be followed. Julie Stern 
and Sammy Cahn are writing the 
tunes for “Service.” How they will 
be allocated is not yet settled. 


Ed Gardner, of radio’s “Duffy’s 
Tavern,” has just completed six sides 
for Decca covering some of his best- 
known routines together with some 
new material written especially for 
recording. His “Two-Top Grus- 
kin” routine, recently reprised on 
the Philco-‘Variety” “Hall of Fame,” 
and his song, “Leave Us Face It, 
| We're In Love,” are in the album. 


Decca also has an option on Gard- 
ner’s services for another series. 


And His Orchestra 
Now in Hollywood 


Shooting Andrew Stone’s 


“SENSATIONS OF 1944” 


For United Artists 


Lorenz Hart, 


| sible to round up in N. 
| particular 


NWC Monday 


‘Love’ on B’way 

Song, “I Love You,” in the cur- 
rent Broadway musical, “Mex!- 
can Hayride,” brings to mind 
the role that the similarly titled 
hit in “Little Jessie James” car- 
ried that show back in 1923. 
Written by Harlan Thompson 
and Harry Archer, the melody 
became a big hit in days before 


radio arrived, providing a 
smoother path for song exploi- 
tation. Its popularity was a 


prop which helped to hold up 
that musical’s b.o. potency. 

Incidentally, the present “I 
Love You,” penned by -Cole 
Porter, carries the latter’s name 
above the title on each song 
sheet to avoid any possible con- 
fusion with the aforementioned 
melody and any other “I Love 
You” songs. 


N. E. Song Racks 
Being Set Up 
By Carl Fischer 


Carl Fischer Inc., musie jobbers, 
are preparing to set up a string of 
music racks in New England areas, 
which it is claimed, will not compete 
with racks already being serviced by 
Music Dealers Service through In- 
ternational News. Fischer began ap- 
proaching publishers about two 
weeks ago, seeking the same sort of 
buying arrangement all grant MDS 
and now have a number of pubs 
lined up and others promised. 


Fischer string will, when it’s com- 


WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., 
Reporting Service, 


How Sweet You Are—? 
I Love You—*"Mexican Hayride” 
Little Did I Know 
Mairzy Doats 
My Ideal 
No Love No Nothin—*" 
Silhouettes 
So Goodnight—*“Hya Sailor” 
Star Eyes—i"I Dood It” 


The Same Little Words 
Tico Tico 


Is My Baby Blue Tonight 
ite Lowe: eve. 
By the River of Roses 


I'll Be Around 
I'll Get By—*“Guy Named Joe” 
Arkansas 


Don't Sweetheart Me 
Don't Worry Mom 
San Fernando Valley 


pletely set up, place initial orders 
for 5,000 copies as against MDS’ fir ‘st | 
order of 61,000. These racks will be} 
spotted throughout Maine, Vermont, 


Take It Easy—*" 


New Hampshire and_ distribution 
will be by mail through Interboro 
News Co. 

When Fischer first approached | 
leading publishers re the new racks, 


the pubs were at first wary of doing 
business for fear that the venture 
would go into competition with the 
present MDS and Chesbrough cir-| 
cuits. However, with the signing of| 
Leeds, Southern, E. B. Marks, Para-| 
mount, Famous, and a promise from | 
Bregman, Vocco and Conn, the setup 
is proceeding without a hitch. 


Hart War Fund Tribute 


ASCAP and the Music War Com- | 
mittee are planning to present a ben- 

efit sh in tribute 
who died recently. | 
Using as many names as it’s pos- 
Y. at that} 
time, the event will be | 
run off at theatre as yet not selected, 
and proceeds are already earmarked 


ow March 5, in N.Y, 


| for the Armed Forers Master Rec- 
ords fund. 
Details have not yet been com- 


pletely worked out. Early plans were 
formulated at weekly meeting of the | 
(7) evening. 


students 


+ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


“Thank Your Lucky Stars”. 
I Couldn't Sleep a Wink—?"Higher and Higher” 
I've Had This Feeling Before—*"“Show Business” 


Music Stopped—i"Higher and Higher” 
My Heart Tells Me—i"Sweet Rosie O'Grady” .. 


My Shining Hour—?"Sky’s the Limit” 
Gang's All Here” 
Oh What a Beautiful Morning—*"Oklahoma”.. 
Shoo Shoo Baby—7"Three Cheers For Boys” 


Speak Low—*“One Touch of Venus” 


MOST PLAYED AFTER FIRST 25 
Candlelight and Wine—7"Around the World’ 


Don't Believe Everything Dream—?"Around World” 


I Wish I Could Hide Inside This Letter 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for 
the week beginning Monday and through Sunday, Jan. 31-Feb. 6 from 5 
p.m. to 1 a.m., is divided into two sections. The first section represents tire 
first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetical order (in some cases there 
are ties, accounting for a longer list), 
the “also rans,” but notated in arithmetical order. The compilations e)),. 
brace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as represented by WEAF, 
and are based on data provided by Accurate 
regular checking source of the music publishing 


and the second section contains 


industry. 

TITLE PUBLISHER 
A Lovely Way to Spend Eve—*“Higher and Higher”.......Crawford 
And Suddenly It’s Spring—?"Lady In the Dark”.......... Famous 


.. Remick 
T. B. Harms 


-Santly 


Paramount 
Morris 

Triangle 
Crawford 
Leeds 
.Marchant 
BMI 
...Feist 

Southern 
Berlin 


Miller 
Morris 

Melrose 
.Robbins 
Advance 


Morris 
.. santly 
. Shapiro 


People Will Say We're In Love—*"Oklahoma”.... .. Crawford 

| Someday I'll Meet You Again ... Witmark 

| Surrey With the Fringe on Top—* Crawford 

You're the Rainbow—?"Ridin’ High” ..Paramount 
Silver Wings In the Moonlight .. Miller 


| Robert Goffin 


mercial trend in jazz perhaps be- 
| cause he can’t understand the aver 
age American’s desire to make a lot 
money. Whether that’s 
bad, from his view it’s true and 
has its effect on all phases of Amer- 


lof 


good or, 


ican life from jazz to paperhanging. | 


“Jazz” was published 
the recent Esquire mag 
jazz concert promotion 


as part 
Met Opera 
and contains 


of | 


lists of the balloting in the All-| 
America band concert, as well as of | 
the judges participating. For jazz | 


it makes good, 
and adult reading, something that 
can't be said for many other critical 
books on the subject. 


interesting 


i sult of 


| Blue Law Repeal Adds 
Day to Springfield Vaude 


Springfield, Mass., Feb. 8 
Court Square theatre expects to 
add another day of vaude as the re- 
Massachusetts State Depart- 
ment of Public Safety’s relaxing ban 


| on Sunday dancing. 


Fischer, it’s felt by certain pubs, 

Hiden by the sales in MDS recke of| Continued from page 4 
its “Army Air Corps” song. Prior to) lot of adverse criticism to erase tee | 
that no Fischer tune was sent) pleasant memories. With the best | 

through this retail channel. i ' 
pte ea musicians of the era in their ranks 
those bands couldn't help but be 

MWC Planning Larry good. 

Goffin can’t understand the com- 


If contracts can be rearranged, 
switchover will start this week with 
performances from Thursday through 
Sunday. Films will be continued 
other three days. 


Dash Back in London 


London, Feb. 8. 
Irwin Dash, American music pub- 
lisher but longtime local resident, 
has arrived from the States where 


| he has been some two or three years. 


His Dash Music Co. meantime con- 
tinued operating. 

Reg Connelly, repatriated British 
music publisher, returned to Lon- 
don last fall. Dash is associated with 
him. 


AND 


From the Paramount Picture ‘Lady in the Dark” 


The Loveliest Ballad The New Season 


SUDDENLY SPRING 


Words by JOHNNY BURKE — Music by JIMMY VAN HEUSEN 


Published by FAMOUS MUSIC CORPORATION, 1619 Broadway, New York 
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Night Club Reviews 


Versailles. N. Y. 


Boots McKenna revue featuring 
Perry Como, Mata & Hari, DeCastro 
Sisters (3), Larry Douglas, Jack 
Bair, Ronnie Cunningham, Paul 
Remos Co. (3), 6 girls, Ray Sinatra 
Band (10), Monchito’s Rhumba; cos- 
tumes, Billy Livingston; songs, Lee 
Wainer, Ervin Drake; gowns, 
Kathrun Kuhn; arrangements, Sina- 
tra; a la carte dinner; $2.50-$3 sup- 
per minimum. 


Just because his name is Sinatra, 
Ray ‘a cousin of The Voice, and a 
seasoned composer-conductor, not a 
crooner) now gets almost equal bill- 
ing with Perry Como, who is the 
Versailles’ headliner of the new 
spring revue. With or without the 
Frankie-boy affinity, maestro Ray 
Sinatra gives out with plenty of 
dansapation, his suave 10-piece band 
playing competentiy for the show 
and the hoofology. For Sinatra, long- 
time arranger for the Versailles’ 
revues, this practically marks aN. Y. 
debut as a maestro, hence the special 
emphasis on the billing. He has every 
good chance to forge rapidly to the 
fore among the “society” dance 
maestros. Sinatra heretofore con- 
fined hinfSelf to legit musicals and 
radio. 

The new “Boots” McKenna revue, 
per sc, is one of this class East 50th 
strect nitery’s best offerings. It has 
pace, flash, dash, color, lookers, su- 
per-costuming and virtually every 
ingredient to make the customers 
forget the tariffs. Thus the Versailles 
is one of the few clubs which can 
afford not to worry about bankroll- 
itis. because it caters to an adult, 
well-heeled clientele. As one of the 
partners kiddingly observed, “I wish 
I could afford to eat here.” This re- 
ters to the dinner scale, which is a 
la carte and no 69c-blue-plate-special, 
but the cuisine is of a quality seldom 
found this side of the Colony. 

With that type of gross, the floor 
shows are commensurate. Nick and 
Arnold (alias Nicholas D. Prounis 
and Arnold G. Rossfield). and their 
colleague. Johnny Boggiani, let them- 
selves go whenever they unveil a 
new floorshow. 

Perry Como. now distinguished by 
the fancy “limited engagement; cour- 
tesy of 20th Century-Fox Studios,” 
where he is under contract) makes 
much of his stellar opportunities. In 
about five weeks he gives way to 
Carl Brisson, in a _ repeat date. 
Como, a very Crosbyesque songster, 
is a socko warbler and his catalog 
of pops surefire for the trade, 
whether bobby-sox or adult. He 
chirps “Had That Feeling Before,” 
“My Heart Tells Me,” “No Love, No 
Nuthin,” “Goodbye Sue” (which he 
introduced), ‘Temptation,” etc. 

Lee Wainer and Ervin Drake, who 


fashioned the show’s special score, 
have a couple of nifty entries in “She 
Walks to Lovely Music” and “Medi- 
cine Man.” Billy Livingston 
borrowed from 20th-Fox) has again 


fashioned the excellent costumes, and | 


Kathryn Kuhn is represented via the 
DeCastro Sisters, Latinesque rhythm 
singers who do with Spanish lyrics 


what the Andrews jive-sing out of | 


the 52d Street pattern. 


Mata and Hari are at their best 


with their unusual terps; Paul Remos | 


and his Toy Boys, standard midget 
act, click for extra values on 


vis-a-vis opposite (Miss) Ronnie 
Cunningham’s plastic toe work; and 
Jack Blair handles the vocals. 


| chito holds over with his rhumba 


tempo. Withal a surefire floor frolic. 
Abel. 


Leon & N. Y. 

Eddie Davis, Martha King, Lola 
Andre Dancers (5); June Wilson, 
Lazara & Castellano (2), Sherry 
Britton, Hi'da, Allen, 
(10), Louw Martin Orch; 
$3.50. 


minimum, 


Billed as its “Leap Year Revue.” | 


the new L & E show, with Eddie 
Davis once more as the spearhead, 


makes for all-round satisfactory en- 
, tertainment, with the talent lineup. 


per usual, slanted toward hinterland 
appeal. As applies year in and year 
out at this visiting firemen’s haven 
on 52d street, Davis is the piece de 


resistance. His ability to extract 
laughs and keep the customers in 
solid good humor has become al- 


most legendary. For it’s Davis who 
draws the customers back time and 
again and it matters little that his 
routine seldom varies. It’s the us- 
ual Davis patter, songs, etc., that 
prevails in “Leap Year Revue” and 
the genial co-boniface-entertainer 
remains as boffo or ever. 

Otherwise there’s nothing re- 
markable as to surrounding 
talent, but the pace is swift and the 
entertainment above par. Martha 
King (New Acts) knows how to 
deliver a song with telling effect, 
while June Wilson (New Acts) is 
extraordinarily agile in her acro 
number. The Lola Andre Dance 


troupe, comprised of four gals and a! 


man, register strongly with the 
patrons in two colorful below-the- 
border numbers. All four femmes 


are lookers and the choreography is 


at all times interesting. Hilda, an 
eye-filling juggler of hats, torches, 


etc., also scores a neat click. 
overs on the bill include Sherry 
Britton, a lithe stripper who’s made 
to order for this spot, and Lazara 
and Castellano, male and femme 
dance duo, whose voodoo ritual is 
one of, the show’s highlights. Ruth 


(also | 


Mon- | 


Line | 


Hola- } 


Lane's “Proposal Packin’' Mamas” 
are featured in three dance routines, 
' with the line of 10 for the most part 
| agile and good looking. Costuming 
'is nifty. 

Paul Allen emcees the show 
and he’s the only weak spot on the 
' bill. He has a lusty voice for his 
“Donkey Serenade” but it requires 
‘modulating. He also overmuggs be- 
fore the mike. His introductions, 
too, are too matter-of-fact. Lou 
'Martin’s orch, as usual, provides 
fine musical background for the 
show and for the customer ee 

ose. 


Marine Room 


(EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
Chicago, Feb. 4. 


the | 
cafe floor; Larry Douglas is the terp | 


& Carolyn Adair, Doris 
Briggs, Stan Kramer, Dorben 
Daacers (8) with Inez Clavijo; 


| Eddie Oliver's Orch (18) with Ann 
Jr., and George Devron; 


$1.25 minimum plus 50c and 75c 
cover charge. 
| Dorothy Dorben, entertainment 


director here rings the bell with a 
‘sparkling and colorful array of 
numbers built along the holiday and 
strings theme of the Dave Rose 
composition. 

Revue opens with 
Strings” which has the Dorben 
Dencers, in luminous Russian cos- 
tumes, depicting marionettes. Slavic 
vocals by Carolyn Adair and sock 
Russian terping by Ted Adair which 
includes whirlwind pirouettes, pin- 
wheels and reverse barrel turns gets 
heavy applause come on before Stan 
Kramer. His characters when caught 
were not properly synchronized 
with music. Kramer's subjects are a 
drunk, opera singer, piano player, 
Bill Robinson among others. He en- 
cores with a panto to record accom- 
paniment of a Beatrice Kay platter 
and another to a Jerry Colonna disc. 
Nicely received. 

Doris Briggs, Chicago Civic orch 
harpist, is featured in a solo spot with 
“Pavanne”’ and “Estrelita.’ and 
| again in the “Grecian Holiday” num- 
ber by the Dorben Dancers, a nifty 
routine done with a large silk cloth 
and featuring ballerina Inez Clavijo. 
a graceful and talented dancer. Dur- 


“Puppet 


ing this production Miss Briggs 
plays Ravels “Introduction anid Al- 


legro for Harp.” A harp player ona 
cafe floor is a definite novelty in 
these parts and is warmly received. 

“Holiday for Strings” features the 


the Adairs. Latter are also seen in 
a Carmen dance number and ap- 
pear in the finale of ‘Guitar 
Strings” a colorful Hawaiian pro- 
| duction utilizing the line in radium 
treated costumes. 

e Eddie Oliver’s Orch continues 
|“dispense top-notch show and da 
| music with Ann Judson, Jr.. 
George Devron on the vocals. Morg. 


Dorben Dancers in toe numbers and} 


| 


| for 


Century Room, N. Y. 
(COMMODORE HOTEL) 
Georgie Auld Orch. (17) with 
Ann Salloway; Glenn Miller Mod- 
ernaires (4), 


Georgie Auld has unusually good 
potentialities for a embryo leader 
which, if properly handled and ex- 
ploited, should carry him far. He 
already has a reputation among band 


fans for his instrumental ability, 
gained through association with 


Artie Shaw, Benny Goodman, et al.; 
add to that clean-cut good looks and 
a new manner of conducting himself 
based on eagerness to succeed with 
this band and the ingredients for 
recognition are more favorable than 
in most cases. 

Auld’s new combination is by now 
several months old and it shapes up 
solidly for its age. As it opened here 
(3) it still evidenced need for adjust- 
ments and polishing, but neverthe- 
less made a strong impression on a 
large opening night crowd. It jumped 
solid!y, played sweetly and otherwise 
conducted itself as a likely entry in 
a field sadly in need of new bleod. 
In the leader’s favor in the sandpa- 
pering he still has to do is the evident 
anxiety for work among the young- 
sters holding down its four trumpet, 
three trombone, five sax, three 
rhythm chairs. 

In only one department is the band 
noticeably weak — arrangements. 
They aren't consistent. Some are 
good, others too thin, none really 
outstanding. This is a deficiency that 
shouldn't be hard to overcome. In 
the meantime, Auld is getting atten- 
tion from youngsters because of the 
driving beat the band features on 
warmer tunes and originals. This at- 
tention looms as a solid foundation 
for a future. 

Auld plays tenor sax, for which he 
is best known, soprano and alto. He 
uses the soprano for section work in 
pretty tunes and the tenor for jump 
solos. That’s good reasoning and 
distribution of effort. But with the 
alto he leans too much toward his 
tenor style. This horn would be 
better directed toward siricily sweet 
soloing and would enhance the out- 
fit's increasing slant toward com- 
mercial music. 

In the vocal department the 
combo is fair. Ann Salloway han- 
dies the chore exclusively and while 
she sounds good in medium tempo 
tunes she has a too-throaty quality 
on ballads that obscures lyrics. 

Commodore dispensed with its 
show for Auld’s six-week run, sub- 
stituting Glenn Miller’s Modernaires, 


|only two of whom are still present. 


Combo made a nice impression open- 
ing night with pops like “Shoo Baby,” 
“Milkman Keep Those Bottles Quiet” 
and a vocal arrangement of “Holiday 


to | {or Strings” (new lyrics by Sam Gal- 
nee | lop). Tommy Morgan, former Glen 
and | Gray singer, part of the group now, 


was fair on a solo of “Speak Low.” 
Wood. 


Hurricane. Miami 


Miami, Feb. 1. 
Sally Rand, Sonnie Colette, Leona 
Fredericks, Dorr Stuart, Pansy the 
Horse, Joey Dean, Olympics, Roy 
Maxton Orch (8); 55¢ admish week- 
days; $1.10 Saturdays. 


In a town that has its gunwales 
awash with Army, Navy and Air 
Corps, it’s not surprising that Sally 
Rand still a powerful hunka 
mazda on anybody’s marquee. But 
the power of her pull is beyond even 
the optimistic claims made when she 
opened the new Hurricane Club here 
the day after Christmas. As far as 
La Rand is concerned, apparently 
every soldier and sailor in the coun- 
try is strictly from Missouri—he’s 
going to see for himself. Result has 
been standout biz at the Hurricane, 
although every spot from Zissen’s 
Bowery to Ciro’s has been doing 
equally well recently. 

Miss Rand is the initial attraction 
at the Hurricane, which until its 
December metamorphosis by opera- 
tor Al Berlin was Manning’s Sea 
Food House and then a Navy chow- 
hall. Artiste of the fans is in on a 
trick deal which is proving highly 
profitable. Instead of a cover or 
minimum, the 750-seater makes a 
doc per person clip at the door on 
weekdays and $1.10 on Saturdays. It 
all goes to the support of Sally’s 
feather-dusters, being applied 
against a guarantee if it doesn’t ex- 
ceed it. 
pays the line and all the other acts 
except the m.c. and the band. 

Tap at the door is a new wrinkle 
which a number of the Miami 
(not Miami Beach) hotcha joints have 
gone. It seems to make no never- 
mind to the payees, who resent it 
much less than they would -an 
equivalent cover charge. And it’s a 
compensater for tabs that run com- 
paratively low. One of the reasons 
for the latter, incidentally, is the 
strict clampdown on the bars in 
Miami at midnight weekdays and 1 
a.m. Saturdays. The stoppage of 
liquor sales at that time is a mili- 
tary order and any spots that garner 
a quantity of Army and Navy 
patronage are careful to stick to the 
letter of it. Being the object of an 
“out of bounds” declaration, with 
military and shore patrols at the 
door to enforce the decision, is an 
uncomfortable position. The result 
is that the profitable bar faucet is 
turned off each night right at the 

(Continued on page 48) 


Out of her take, Miss Rand | 


CLUB ROYALE, DET, 
CLOSED AFTER FIRE 


Detroit, Feb. 8. 

A fire which started in the em- 
ployees’ dressing room Wednesday 
(2), resulted in severe damage to 
the swank Club Royale. 

More than 50 guests were in the 
spot when the fire broke out shortly 
after 2 a. m.. destroying the second 
floor and damaging the main floor. 
Entertainers lost a considerable part 
of their wardrobe when flames 
reached the dressing rooms. 

Thomas and Charles McNamara, 
owners, said that the spot probably 
would shuttered several 
weeks until temporary repairs would 
permit the main floor to be put back 
into operation. 


‘Skating Vanities’ Sock 
$50,000 in M’w’kee 


Fanchon & Marco's “Skating Vani- 
ties’ wound up its six-day Mil- 
waukee engagement Friday (4) with 
sock $50,000 gross. Show’ which 
played to a $1.50 top, put on an ex- 
tra matinee. 


Harold Steinman, show's _pro- 
ducer, plans to return there this 
season. Layout previously played 


Milwaukee in October. 


GEORGE SEAMAN NOW 
REPRESENTS N.C.A.C. 
IN THEATRE DEPT. 


Daniel S. Tuthill, vice-presi- 
dent and director of the Popu- 
lar Divisian of National Con- 
cert and Artists Corporation at 
711 Fifth Avenue in New York, 
announces the appointment of 
George Seaman, experienced 
vaudeville and nite club book- 
er, to be in charge of similar 
bookings for his division of 
N.C.A.C. beginning February 
First. 


Mr. Seaman has been prom- 
inently identified with theatri- 
cal bookings for several years 
in association with the Arthur 
Fisher Agency in New York. 


N.C.A.C. sells programs and 
talent in all fields of entertain- 
ment, representing more than 
300 artists in Radio, Concert, 
Motion Pictures, Theatre, Nite 
Clubs and Private Entertain- 
ment, 


N.C.A.C. 


71l Fifth Avenue 
New York 22, N. Y. 
PLaza 3-0820 


ENTERTAINING OVERSEAS WITH 
USO-CAMP SHOWS 


BOB EVANS 
WITH JERRY O'LEARY 


Personal Management 
EZ KEOUGH 


ALWAYS WORKING 


‘“‘Whitey’’ Roberts 


Now with Henry Busse at Orpheum 
Theatre, Omaba, Neb, 
Week Feb, lith Tower, K. C., Mo. 
Soon Walton Rozf, Philadelphia 


“Theatrical Costumes 

ELISE» 

New 
MUL 205138 
Model Gowns and Costu 


for Sale 


“43... 
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AGVA, N.Y. Cafe Owners Prepare Fight “3.2%'oe Newar T° “Paul Small Files Suit Vs. Billy Rose 
To Lower New 30% Tax Legislation 


With the new tax bill expected to 
go into effect March 1, the Ameri- 
can Guild ‘of Variety Artists and 
the Cafe Owners Guild, N. Y., are 
preparing a fight to lower the 30°% 
cabaret tax at the next session of 
Congress. With passage of the bill 
by both houses, the measure is now 
at the White House. 


Both AGVA and COG feel that 
the 30% ‘nick on nitery bills will 
make it impossible for many spots 


to continue with talent. In _ fact, 
Matt Shelvey. AGVA’s national ad- 
ministrator, declared that cafe own- 
ers are now including a cancellation 
clause when the new tax bill goes 
into effett. 

At the same time, both COG and 
AGVA hope for wider support in 
their fight against this measure. At 


hearings before the Senate Finance | 


Committee, little support was ob- 


tuined from hotelmen, who claimed | 


that with current overflow dinner 
business, the nick would provide 
little hardship, since entertainment 
could be dispensed with in most 
cases. By next year, according to 
Noah L. Braunstein, COG counsel, 
the hotelmen will have seen the 
error of their current reasoning, and 
will give active support to an at- 
tempt to lower the cabaret tax. 
Nitery owners in N. Y. are ap- 
prehensive of the effects of the new 
levy. There was little difficulty in 


collecting the present 5° levy, but | 


a 30° nick is another matter, and 
they fear a tremendous loss of 
patronage when the new law goes 
into effect. 

Meanwhile, AGVA says it will not 
recognize any cancellation clauses 
because of the new bill and will de- 
mand that cafe operators honor all 
contracts with performers regard- 
less of the tax application. 

Awaits President’s Sig 
Washington, Feb. 8. 

The new §$2.315.000.00 tax biil 
awaits only President Roosevelt's 
signature before becoming law. 

Measure, which yesterday (7) 
passed both Houses of Congress, tilts 
admission taxes from lc on each 10c 
of admission or fraction thereof, to 
le tax on each 5c of admittance price 
or major fraction thereof. 

Nitery bite, under the bill, is hiked 
from 5c of the tab to 30%. 

These and other increases will go 
into effect March 1 if the President 
signs the bill. If, however, the Presi- 
dent waits the full period, permitting 
measure to become a law without his 
signature, the increases will not be- 
come effective until April 1. 


, that President Roosevelt may veto 


There remains an outside cnance 


AL BORDE 


PRESENTS 


BENNY MEROFF 


*“FUNZAFIRE”’ 


COMPANY 
(FIFTH YEAR) 


Opening Keturn Engagement 
FEB, 18 


GLENN’S RENDEZVOUS 


NEWPORT, KY. 


Special Material 


LYRICS. ...MONOLOGUES 


For Stage—Cabaret—Radio 


DORA MAUGHAM 


1535 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


COl. 5-8340 723 


| the legislation through dissatisfaction 
| with the amount of money to be | 
| raised and because of some sections | 
| of the contract renegotiation pro- 
| vision. Considered unlikely, however, ! 
| that Congress would sustain a Presi- 
dential véto. 


‘Coast AGVA Cracks 
Down on Cuffo Shows; 


Performer Fined $500 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
has started to crack down on mem- 
bers working niteries Sunday nights 
without pay. 


| 
| 


One performer has already been| 
fined $500 for repeated free perform- 
|; ances, several others face similar 
charges and three agents are on the 
carpet for booking gratis talent into| 
the Trocadero. George Goldie, the! 
| Troc’s operator, has also been warned 
against using entertainers who do! 
not receive the $25 minimum. He 
has been warned that another in- 
| fraction will put the Troe on the un- 
fair list. 

Florine Bale, AGVA rep here, 
charges that performers are appear- | 
ing in gratis nitery performances in| 
order to showcase their talents hop-! 
ing to receive film offers. In so do-! 
ing, asserts Miss Bale, talent is being | 
deprived of paid jabs. 

Cooperation of the Screen Actors 
Guild, Musicians Union and _ the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists has been asked in enforcing the 
AGVA action. 


CLYDE BEATTY BUYS | 
INTO NEW CIRCUS 


Cleveland, Feb. 8. 
Clyde Beatty, topping current in- 


door Grotto Circus at the Arena, will 
crack whip over his own circus next 
month, Animal trainer said he will 
become personnel director and chief | 
ring attractiion for new Beatty-Rus- | 
sel Bros. circus which preems with | 
24-day stand in Los Angeles late in 
March or early April. 

Art Concello, of the flying trapeze 
family, who invested $50,000 in show, 
will handle business end. Beatty 
wouldn't say how big a piece he 
bought. After current run in Grotto’s 
15th annual three ring-show, lion 
| tamer is jumping to Lauderdale, Fla.., 
anl| then to the Coast. 


Sunbrock Pays Off 16 
Salary Claims to AGVA 


American Guild of Variety Artists 
Sun- 
brock in Cleveland where he put on 


finally caught up with Larry 


a rodeo and wild west show and 
made him pony up $1,000 to pay 
back salaries for one performance of 
the defunct Big Top circus which 
had a disastrous run last summer in 
ia tent built for it on the Roxy the- 
atre parking lot, New York. 

Blacky London, AGVA represen- 
| tative in Cleveland, and Jack Irving. 
lexecutive secretary of the Chicago 
AGVA local, got Sunbrock to put 
the $1,000 in cash. 
| Amount was for a_ performance 
which Sunbrock claimed was a 
i dress rehearsal. AGVA refused to 
i} recognize this inasmuch as admis- 
‘sion was charged. 


Booked for 3 Wks., Quits 
Organ Job After 4 Years 
| Washington, Feb. 8. 
What 
week engagement at 
here, and which has now stre¢ 
| into its fourth year without a break. 
winds up Feb. 16. when Art Brown 
deserts the console of the big F 
street house to devote himself ex- 
clusively to radio. 


started out to be a three- 
Loew's Capitol 


tched 


| Brown, who has had a morning 
{organ program in WOL, Mutual 
| outlet. for savarela years, finds it 


| necessary to quit as featured organ- 
| ist and group singing leader at the 
| Capitol because of increasing radic 
| work. 


Milt Deutsch, Woody Herman's 
‘road manager, goes into Army Feb. 
191. Cappy Lewis, trumpeter, goes 


came time. Vido Musso, sax, returnec 
‘to the band in California. 


jammed 
take-em-offs on the stage of the Em- 
| pire, 

| erased 
| Thursday (3) at the Adams. 


ment 
/minimum for principals and a slid- 


Newark, Feb. 8. 
Sothern, stripteuse, who 
them in during her many 


Georgia 


outlet, 
opening 


local burlesque 
after the 


was 
show 


The zippy redhead was booked in 


,; With Enric Madriguera and his orch 
and in advance newspaper adv. was 


billed big as the “torsoiffic star.” 
Public was told that illness caused 
Georgia’s withdrawal. Ben Griefer, 
Adams manager, admitted that man- 
agement and not illness was respon- 
sible. 
“There was nothing 
her act.” he insisted. { 
didn't fit in with the rest of the 
show. Sothern and Madriguera draw 
different type audiences.” 


wrong with 
“Georgia just 


Bouncing Check 
Balks Ice Show 


Ray Schulte’s “Hollywood Ice 
Revels,” skedded to open Friday (11) 
at Muncie. Ind.. may be forced to 
delay its precm unless backers make 
good the $2.000 check posted with 
American Guild of Variety Artists to 
cover salaries and_ transportation. 


| Check bounced Monday (7) and Matt 


Shelvey. AGVA’s national adminis- 
trator, immediately wired for a cash 
bond. If no reply is fortheoming. 
Shelvey says he will get AGVA reps 
in Chicago to order walkout of the 
cast. 

Schulte was in town last week to 
dicker for a minimum basic agree- 
ment and at that time posted the 
bond. He also promised to make 
good $761 owed to performers when 
a previous edition of the show folded 


in Oakland. Cal.. last March. 


Last week show signed an agree- 
with AGVA ealling for $100 


ing scale for chorus, dividing the line 
gals into three categories based upon 
ability. Beginners would get $55: in- 
termediaries. $60. and experienced 
skaters would get $65. Linegirls 
stepping out for specialties would 
be uped to $75. 


‘Ice Follies’ 112G 
Toronto. Feb. 8. 

At a $3 top. “Ice Follies of °44” 
crashed through to a terrific $112.23] 
at Maple Leaf Gardens (12.627) with 
over 60,800 payees for five perform- 
ances, 

Apart from opening night, engage- 
ment was a sell-out. 


+ 


Searcity of Ice Shows 


Cleveland, Feb. 8. 

Although capsuled ice revues have 
, been doing exceptienally strong bus- 
|iness for local Statler in last four 
months, scarcity of rink shows is 
forcing hotel to change policy. 

Everett McGowan and Ruth Mack 
ice-skating unit is closing its eighth 
week at Hotel Statler’s Terrace 
Room Sunday (12) and moving into 
Pittsburgh's Penn hotel around Feb. 


/19 to replace Dorothy Lewis’ “Ice 
Fantasia.” 
Carl Brisson, singer. and Borrah 


| Minnevitch’s Harmonica Rascals be- 
| ing considered for first of intimate 
irevues starting Feb. 19. Denny 
Thomson’s recently organized band 
to carry on in Terrace Room during 
the interval. 


Ice Tank Jam Causes 
Dorothy Lewis Pitt Fold 
At Peak Business 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 

Despite the fact that the Dorothy | 
Lewis’ ice show has been building | 
| steadily at Wiiliam Penn hotel, and 
| is currently giving that inn’s Terrace 

Room its best business in years, rink 

revue will be forced out next week 

after a run of less than two months, 
, because jt doesn’t carry its own 
| tank. 

Miss Lewis is using tank belong- 
ing to MacGowan and Mack, the lat- 
ter having agreed to do their show 
at Hotel Statler in Cleveland on 
MCA’s tank after Miss Lewis closed 
the Statler to come here. MCA. | 
which books both Miss: Lewis and 
Mack, promised latter William Penn | 
here to follow Statler and also their 
own rink again whenever they were 


ready. Now, with MM closing at 
Statler and ready for next stand. 
which is William Penn, MCA has 


| to find another spot for Miss Lewis. 
So far nothing has been set for her 
yet. but when jt is, tank currently 
at the Statler, will be used. 

The Lewis’ show’ closes here 
| Wednesday (16). MacGowan and 
Mack check in the following night. 


Tommy Carlyn Band Bill 
Green's Casino, Pittsburgh. for last 
six weeks, has just had its 
picked up for six more. 


option 


Stymies Statler, Cleve. 


InN. Y. for Commish on Touring Unit 


Paul Small, vaude producer and 
‘agent. has filed suit against Billy 
Rose in New York supreme court, 
asking $8.500 for alleged unpaid 
balance in booking Rose’s “Diamond 


unit which played vaude 


Horseshoe” 
theatres about a vear and a half ago. 


Lavout was modeled after Rose's 
New York Diamond Horseshoe 
nitery. 

Small claims he was to get 10% 
of the unit's profit and says the unit 
earned $100009, for whicr he was 
payed only $1.500. 

Rose claims that Smell booked 


only the first five or six weeks of 
the show and then went to the Coast 
Rest of the dates were 
lined up by Rose’s general manager 
and Jack Curtis. who, Rose says, was 
no Jonger in Rose’s employ. Small 
on the other hand, says that Curtis 
was acting in his behalf in booking 
the unit and, furthermore, claims 
that while on the Coast he lined up 
some additiona! dates in that terri- 
jory. 


on business. 


Rose, Curtis was 
compensated by him for the dates 
he obtained and Smal! is not en- 
titled to further compensation. 


acecoraing to 


SHAYON RESIGNS F&M 
TO JOIN MORRIS AGCY. 


Sam Shavon has resigned from 
Fanchon & Marco Axency, effective 
March 1. to go with the William 
Morris Agency. Shayon’s duties in 
his new job are not vet defined, but 
he'll be in the New York office in 
an executive capacity for a break-in 
period before going to the agency's 
Coast office. 

No successor has been 
F&M. 


Agents Re-Elect Bill Kent 


William Kent was re-elected pres- 
ident of the Artists Representatives 
Ass'n. New York agent group, for 
the third consecutive term at a meet- 
ing of the ARA board of governors 
last week. Lester Layden and Nat 
Lefkowitz. William Morris Agency 
treasurer. were named _ vice-presi- 
cents, and Milton Krasny, General 
Amus. Corp. general manager, suce- 
ceeded Sam Shayon as secretary- 
treasurer. Shayon. however, will 
continue as counsel for the organiza- 
tion. 

Kent, along with Herman fialkoff 
and Sol Tepper, will comprise the 
membership commi‘tee. 


picked at 


Thank 


Harry Mayer, Zeb Epstin, Leo Morgan, Charlie | 
Barnet, Charles Yates and Fredericks Brothers 
... for a most pleasant six weeks engagemen: 
at the Strand Theatre, New York. You hav» 
all contributed so generously toward ma'iig 
that engagement a most happy occasion, and 
I am deeply grateful. 


ELLA MAE MORSE. 
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FRITZIE ZIVIC 


Comedy 


15 Mins. 
Villa Madrid, Pittsburgh 
Fritzie Zivic, former welterweight | 
boxing champion carrying a new, 
label, “The Clown Prince of Cauli-| 
flower Alley,” made his night club, 
debut here last week at the Villa| 
Madrid. Joe E. Lewis, 


Danny} around here. 


New Acts 


one he now has, which looks like it’s | 


been put through a meat grinder 
and then run over by a steam-roller 
So he asks for volunteers from the 
audience, brings three or four guys 
up from the ringside and has them 
stick their schnozzolas through the 
open spaces. The guy’s nose that 
gets the biggest applause wins. 
Ziviec’s more than a_ personality 
He’s a legend. So the 


Thomas, Henny Youngman and the| crowds have been flocking to the 
rest of the gang can breathe easier.| Villa Madrid to see what the guy can 


Zivic won't give them any aspirin | 
moments. There isn’t time for it| 
anyway. 

Zivic’s already been okayed by 
Uncle Sam for the navy, but has to% 
wait until a cracked hand he suf- 
fered in his last fight heals before 
he dons the blues. So in the mean- 
time, he’s picking up some loose 
change doing his stuff to greasepaint 
and music instead of with resin and 
canvas. Zivic’s been on the banquet 
circuit with his uninhibited story- 
telling and his naturalness at a mike 
—for free. Everybody's been telling 
him he ought to be on the stage. So 
he is. But he shouldn’t be. As a 
novelty, okay, and box-office, too. 
(Villa’s doing its biggest business in 
a long time). But as a performer, 
no, no, a thousand times no. The 
Nose knows that himself, he even 
admits as much on the floor. 

Working in a tux, he introduces 
the acts, recites a few corny poems, 
tells a few stories and kids himself 
about the nerve he has taking dough 
for something besides fighting. He 
ain't kidding either. Then comes his 
piece de resistance. A bus-boy drags 
out several huge cut-outs of Zivic’s 
face with only the nose missing. 


| in a ring. 


do on a night club floor. The 
chances are they'd prefer to see him 
But he leads with his chin 
this time. The change practically 
floors him, literally and figuratively. 
There just ain't no future in it for 
The Nose. Cohen. 


MARTHA KING 
Songs 

10 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie's, N. 

Miss King, an attractive, youthful 
brunet, has a strong set of pipes 
and she knows how to use them with 
telling effect. She has a particularly 
charming personality and accents 
her figure to best advantage. When 
caught her rendition of “Besame 
Mucho” was a strong click, although 
her choice of “Say A Prayer” was 
not particularly a wise one. The fact 
remains she’s a good bet for this 
nitery and elsewnere; also for vaude. 

Rose. 


JUNE WILSON 
Dancer 

7 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Fritzie announces that he’s looking 


for a new proboscis to replace the 


HELD OVER 4TH TIME 


At the Exclusive 


CLOVER CLUB 
Hollywood, Cal. 
a 


Just Finished Picture 
“MOON OVER 
LAS. VEGAS” 


For Universal 
Now Doing Picture for Republic 


Versatility in Rhythm 


KEN 
KENNEDY 


On Tour for USO 


Overseas 


What makes one sit up and take 
| notice of Miss Wilson is her ability 
ito contort her body and show such 
amazing agility, when she’s practic- 
ally in the heavyweight class. Yet 
her contortions are extraordinary 
and her routine is somewhat off the 
beaten path for acro dancers. That's 
she’s good looking is likewise no 
mean asset. Rose. 


| LEE ROGERS 
| Songs 
9 Mins. 
Tony Pastor’s Uptown, N. 
Lee Rogers, at this stage of his de- 

| velopment, takes the swoon school of 

singing too seriously. If he were 
| content to let his bary alone put him 
| across. he would probably do better, 
but since he elects to ape all the 
| mannerisms of other singers, his 
| work results in something on the 
| serio-comic order. 
| Efforts to make the femmes faint 
| are too obvious to have any serious 
| effect on them. Long, sustained and 

pashy glances at ringside dames, in 
| fact, have just the opposite effect. 
| They have a hard time trying to re- 
| strain outright laughter. 
| Otherwise, he can sing, and rates 
| okay vocally with “My Heart Tells 
) Me.” “One More Chance” and “Night 
| and Day.” Jose. 


| 


STEVE MURRAY 

Comedy 

15 Mins. 

| Tony Pastor’s Uptown, N. Y. 

| Steve Murray, formerly with the 
Three Racket-Cheers, familiar act 
during speakeasy days, is now a 
single, but material is reminiscent of 
Prohibition era. Some of his bits, 
such as his takeoffs on foreign-lan- 
guage radio announcers, are in bad 
taste, while another bit, which lam- 


poons radio singers, offers little 
that’s new and hasn't been done 
better. 


Best part is his violin work where 
| he does a semi-serious arrangement 


of “Dark Eyes.” He has ability in 


LOEW 


| 


| 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


A 


BUILDING ANNEX 


this direction and more 
would be in order. 

Deportment shows he’s an old hand 
in showbusiness, having an experi- 
enced delivery. Some modern mate- 
| rial would serve well. Jose, 
|G. RAY TERRELL 
Magic 
14 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

There is no listing for G. Ray 
Terrell in the New Acts files, though 
he’s obviously been around. He's a 
smooth worker, manipulating ciga- 
rets, small balls, coins and doing 
magic expertly. Early part of his 
routine is reminiscent of Cardini, the 
cigaret and ball-palming being simi- 
lar. However, act takes a different 
turn with his illusions. His egg trick 
and, finally, appearance of a pair of 
rabbits in a closed box excited suffi- 
cient mystification in the audience to 
get him a warm hand. 

Only one part of his act was trans- 
parent to the audience. Bit where 
he mixes drinks from a_ cocktail 
shaker at session caught started a 
buzz in various parts of the house, 
indicating the modus operandi was 
known to them. 

However, rest of routine maintains 
interest. Completion of tricks was 
punctuated with applause through- 


fiddling 


out his appearance. Jose. 
BOB EASTON WITH ODETTE 


AND RECTOR 

Talking, singing, instrumental, dane- 
ing 

10 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 


Although Bob Easton and his mid- 
gets. Odette and Rector, have been 
on the boards for some time playing 
lesser vaude houses, there is no rec- 
ord of act in “Variety’s” files. 

Their turn is similar to that of 
Buster Shaver and Olive’ and 
George, standard equipment in the 
act being a cute femme midget who 
gives out with the sexy talk and in- 
dulges in a bit of lift and spin 
ballroomology, while the male mini- 
ature does a session on the xylo- 
phone and drums. These individual 
bits go over well, with Easton’s terp- 
ing with the gal being the standout. 
However, the turn is built along old 
lines. Easton’s songs and patter and 
the midget’s wood solos are from 
way back in both content and de- 
livery. 

On the plus side is the fact that 
the act adds up entertainingly, the 
group are well dressed, make fine 
appearances and work with an ex- 
perienced mien. Jose. 


JOHNNY CAHILL 
Comedy 

18 Mins. 

Queens Terrace, L. I. © 


Routines for a nabe spot are not 
often the same that will be used ina 
midtown nitery. Expediency in se- 
lecting material for a cafe where ma- 
jority of patrons go heavily for 
over-indigo lines, is justified in the 
case of Johnny Cahill. who draws a 
steady stream of chuckles with ri- 
baldry. Unfortunately, stuff dis- 
played here is not always in good 
taste, but the customers have a good 
time. 

On the plus side, his resemblance 
to Lou Costello sets him off immedi- 
ately as a funny-man, with a gift for 
satirization, and a robust sense of 
humor. 

While most of the material shown 
here is too heavily blue-tinged, he 
has had bookings at some metropoli- 
tan vaude houses, which indicates he 
has other material suitable for family 
trade. Jose. 


PITT CAFE OPS LAUNCH 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 

Lew and Al Mercur, owners of 
Music Bar, and cafe operators here 
for more than 20 years, have opened 
a new spot in Miami Beach, where 
they also had a Nut Club until last 
season. Their latest Florida venture 
is a cocktail lounge at Miami Beach’s 
William Penn hotel, and it'll be run 
by another brother, Newt Mercur, 
who has been associated with other 
Mercur enterprises. 

Al Mercur went south for 
launching, and will return at 
end of the month. Music Bar came 
about when Mercurs had to close 
the Nut Club, located several miles 
from the city, when gas 


started. 


the 
the 


D. C. Niteries. 
Washington, Feb. 8. 
Washington, with 58 prospering 

niteries, will get some new afier- 

dark spots soon. Music Box, sched- 
uled for an early opening, will have 
orchestras and dancing. 

Two new cocktail lounges are also 
being readied. China Clipper, with 
pianist Greta Van Kirk as the at- 
traction, and. Lynnhaven, a down- 
town spot, will cater to Government 
workers. 


New 


Vera Barton, stnger, who has been 
at the Glass Hat, N. Y.. moves over 
to the La Martinique, N. Y., tonight 
(Wednesday) for an indefinite run, 
and will return to the Glass Hat after 
this date. 


MIAMI BEACH LOUNGE 


rationing | 
| Joe Stern Orch (6), Fritz Prospero | 
| Orch (6); dinners $2.50 up; no cover 


Night Club Reviews 


Hurricane. Miami 
peak of business, and customers are 
forced to subsist on soft drinks. 

Miss Rand, incidentally, is the 
only name draw in town this season. 
Berlin is having a tough time, too, 
finding a followup for her when she 
leaves Feb. 8. Other late spots are 
apparently laying off the names be- 
cause they’re doing plenty of biz 
without them and because, with the 
tax rap so heavy, many of the stand- 
ard nitery b.o. wheelhorses are mak- 
ing themselves hard to get. 

With her balloons “gone to war,” 
Miss Rand is back to the fans that 
brought her to fame in Chicago some 
10 years ago. The act is by this time 
a w.k. routine, with the line of gals 
doing a ballet as a setup for the old 
maestress, who does a three-minute 
stint under the incandescence of 
moderate blue gelatines. The line of 
eight, incidentally, was put together 
here and produced by Miss Rand. It 
contains a few lookers, but on the 
whole is pretty sad. 

In a supporting slot is Pansy the 
Horse. A clicko theatre turn, this one 
gets little hand-patter- here. It’s ap- 
parently because much of her appeal 
is in “Pansy’s” footwork and, inas- 
much as the stage level is below the 
eyes of all but the ringside custom- 
ers, more than half of the two-man 
hoss’s antics are lost. Dorr Stuart 
collects from the femme trade with 
his baritone warbling, while Leona 
Fredericks, a blonde with pleasant, 
torchy pipes, also sells okay. 

Standards are tapster Joey Dean 
and the Olympics, a skating turn. 
M.c.ing the affair is Sonnie Colette, 
sold as one of the original Dead End 
Kids. He needs some polish for his 
repetitious, oversold introes and a 
few good gags to tie them together. 
Also does sOme sound-effect imita- 
tions of planes, Clyde McCoy, etc., 
for moderate results. 

“Roy Maxton’s crew in the band- 
stand neatly fills the bill for both 
show and dancing. Herb. 


Old Roumanian, N. Y. 
Line (8), Showgirls (4), Walter 
Murray, Vera Niva, Patricia Lane, 
Sadie Banks, Lew Leslie, Joe La 
Porte’s Band (5), Shirley Baron’s 
Orch (4); no minimum, no cover. 


The Old Roumanian, on the fringe 
of the New York ghetto, continues 
to be one of the last of the colorful 
downtown eastside spots. In its 18th 
year of operation, it has gone a long 
way toward anglicizing its one-time 
Yiddish atmospherics, which is now 
confined mostly to the food. The 
entertainment is distinctly second- 
ary. 

Heading the layout, as usual, is the 
veteran Sadie Banks, who's been at 
the spot for about 10 years now with 
her repertoire of risque recitatives 
that she calls songs. It’s standard 
stuff and put over well. 

Walter Murray is the emcee, a 
young fellow without much talent 
either as an introducer or mimic. He 
adapts himself more easily to the 
hoofing department. 

Vera Niva, a buxom Russian gal, 
does vodka songs in okay fashion. 
She’s got personality and is just 
right for a spot such as this. Pa- 
tricia Lane is a singer-hoofer who 
works hard for good response. 

Lew Leslie is a vet comedian, 
wearing a ludicrous costume similar 
to those worn by comics in bur- 
lesque. He has a funny kisser that 
eds laughs, and though his material 
ish’t right for fast company, he man- 
aged to get guffaws from this crowd, 
particularly from the audience par- 
ticipation stunt wherein he yanks 
someone from the tables, preferably 
a dame, for a whirl on the floor. He’s 
not to be confused, of course, with 
Lew Leslie, the “Blackbirds” pro- 
ducer. 

Joe La Porte'’s five-piece band, 
with the leader at the violin, con- 
tinues to play a neat show. Group 
has been at the spet for years. Shir- 
ley Baron’s combo plays for the re- 
lief dancing. Kahn. 


Embassy, Philly 
Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 
Trudy Brooks, Meline Miller. 
Roberta Ramon, —s Howard, Joe 
(Swingy) Singer, Em massylphs (6), 


or minimum, 


For the first time in 
of the oldest Embassy 
show is being presented without 
George Clifford. The guy, a fixture 
at this spot as emcee, host and pro- 
ducer, has gone to New York for a 
crack at the big city. 

In Clifford’s spot is Joe (Swingy) 


the memory 
habitue, a 


Continued from page 46 


knack of selling comic and novelty 
tunes, so that patrons beg for more. 

Rest of the bill is as usual at the 
Embassy, all-femme. It features 
Bunny Howard, who essays difficult 
numbers like “Jenny,” “Something 
for the Boys” and sings them well. 
Encore stops the show—it’s a semi- 
blue number titled “Confessions.” 

Meline Miller, a knockout, doesn’t 
have to sing to satisfy the payees. 
But she does. The looker needs a 
little voice training and mike coach- 
ing—but she’s an ornament on any- 
body’s bill. 

Terps are well taken care of by 
Roberta Ramon, who specializes in 
the toe variety and Trudy Brooks, 
taps expert. The house line (Em- 
bassylphs), featuring Teddi Holli- 
day, is pleasing in a couple of turns, 

Joe tern and Fritz Prospere 
baton their talented crews in alter- 
nate stints on the bandstand. 

Room was jampacked when re- 
viewed (supper show), Shal, 


CITY TO APPEAL NIX 
ON MIDNIGHT CLOSINGS 


Columbus, Feb. 8. 

City fathers will appeal a recent 
decision ‘of the District Court of Ap- 
peals, holding illegal an ordinance 
requiring al! spots selling liquor to 
close at midnight. Under state reg- 
ulations, holders of night-club per- 
mits, which cost $1,000 a year, may 
remain open until 2:30 a.m. 

Ordinance has been in litigation 
since it was enacted by council in 
October, 1942. 


OVERSEAS WITH 
U.8.0. SHOWS 


GEORGE FREEMS 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE ROVS IN SCOTLAND 


WILLIE SHORE 


Personal Managemeat: 


AL BORDE 


THE FAMOUS 


KATHRYN 


DUFFY 


DANCERS 


BREAKING RECORDS AT 
HARRY ALTMAN’S 
BUFFALO 
AVAILABLE THRU 
YOUR AGENT 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


JEAN TIGHE 


Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


Singer, a young fellow with plenty 
personality and savvy, as well as a 


Singing Star of Stage and Radio 


PEETA SMALL 


“THE CANADIAN NIGHTINGALE” 
Currently at the 
HAVANA MADRID, New York 
Available for Beoking April 2, 1944 New 


Exclusive Management: 
HERBERT LYNN 

1697 Broadway 

York 19 (CO. 5-0330) 
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ygusie Hall, N. Y. 


Paul Winchell, Sharkey the Seal, 
Mee Blondell, Robert Merrill, Ern- 
est Duncan, Music Hall Glee Club, 
Music Hall Symphony Orch, Corps 
de Ballet, Rockettes; ‘Jane Eyre 
(20th), reviewed in “Variety,” Feb. 
2, 44. 


Paul Winchell and Sharkey the 
Seal are set Off to unusual ad- 
vantage on the vast Music Hall 
stage, both scoring nicely. Winchell, 
ventriloquist, appears in a colorful 
Pennsylvania Station finale number, 
his mild, innocuous comedy material 
receiving satisfactory audience re- 
sponse. Sharkey, a standard seal 
turn, rolls up a good laugh score 
with his imitations, including that 
of a plane, Hitler and Tojo. 

One of the most effective bits of 
staging and backgrounding is_ the 
“Museum of Art” production where 
the corking Music Hall Ballet Corps 
is presented via a magnificent 
“Painting by Degas,’ portrait-drop. 
Ballet routines in the classic garden 
scene are outstanding. 

Backed by the gorgeous color 
scheme of red and bright green foli- 
age, Florence Rogge, ballet director, 
has routined her group of skilled 
terpers in a series of eye-filling num- 
bers ranging from the perfected 
grace of the conventional ballet to 
the lively sailors’ hornpipe. 

Hillbilly singing and dancing pro- 
duction, .features Mae _ Blondell, 
Robert Merrill and Ernest Duncan. 
Following a feuding piece, with the 
bearded hillmen brandishing rifles, 
a fire scene and a shotgun wedding, 
Miss Blondell cleans up with her 
acro-comedy terping. 

The Music Hall Symphony Orch, 
with Erno Rapee conducting, is pre- 
sented in a stirring, melodious piece 
called “Roumanian Rhapsody.” 

Rockettes, as per usual, are 
pluperfect. Mori. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 5. 
Dean Murphy, Harry Cool, Hud- 
son Wonders (2), Gaudsmith Bros. 


(2), Chicago Theatre Ballet (16); 
“No Time for Love” (Par.) 


Harry Cool, local singing favorite, 
shares headline honors with Dean 
Murphy, recently at the Palmer 
House, A year ago Cool was fea- 
tured vocalist with the Dick Jurgens 
orchestra at a moderate salary. 

Chicago Theatre Ballet starts the 
ball rolling with a colorful “Marti- 
nique Fantasy” done to the tune of 
“Became Mucho” followed by the 
Hudson Wonders who can always be 
depended upon for brilliant acro 
dancing and tricks. Their kicks, re- 
verse aerials and other stunts send 
off solidly. 


Gaudsmith Brothers, standard for 
years, maintain a high laugh quota 


with comedy mixups with their 
French poodles. 

Harry Cool baritones his way 
through “Paper Doll,” “My Heart 


Tells Me,” “Star Eyes,’ “Shoo Shoo 
Baby,” “For The First Time,” “Mair- 
zy Doats” and “Pistol Packin’ Mam- 
ma” for excellent response. “Mairzy 
Doats” presentation is takeoff on the 
illustrated song days, lyrics being 
projected on the screen. 

Dean Murphy socks over a great 
line of impressions and stories. Does 
Impersonatiens of politicos and film 
stars and Mrs. Roosevelt 

Chicago Theatre Ballet, in 
and white costumes, 


black 
working on a 


a finish, Smiley sings ‘Ridin’ Down 
The Canyon” to his own accordion. 
Drayson gets some healthy laughs 
with his patter song, “I Just Got 
Through With College” and comedy 
dances punctuated by pratt falls. The 
Winter Sisters, a dynamic trio, make 
it lively with their acrobatic taps 
and tumbling. Dorothy’s one-and- 
a-half twisting somersault is a dan- 
dy. Biz was fair at the second show 
opening day. Corb. 


Stanley. Pitt. 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 4. 
Vaughn Monroe Orch (16), Phyllis 
Lynne, Betty Jane Smith, Gil 
Maison, Murphy Sis. (3); “Tarzan’s 
Desert Mystery” (RKO). 


WB deluxer has been getting a 
steady stream of good stage shows 
lately, and the Vaughn Monroe unit 
is no exception. It’s 60 minutes of 
solid entertainment. Band contributes 
most of it, of course, but the brace of 
supporting acts is first-rate, too, add- 
ing just the right variety touch. 

Handsome maestro with a first-rate 
baritone has a flexible style, suitable 
for every taste. Band can beat out 
a brassy blare with the best of them 
and caters to those less inhibited in 
their musical tastes. Made up of five 
trumpets, five saxes, three trombones, 
bass, drums, guitar and piano, sweet 
music predominates, particularly in 
that crack sax section, but jive 
hounds are by no means neglected 
in the Monroe repertoire. 

For his own vocal selections he 
wisely sticks to the class stuff, fea- 
turing “Oh What a Beautiful Morn- 
ing” and “Stout Hearted Men,” and 
dueting with Phyllis Lynne, his 
femme vocalist, on “The Surrey with 
the Fringe on Top.” Latter is a 
classy blonde trick who whams over 
“No Love, No Nothin’” and “Shoo 
Shoo Baby” before Monroe joins her 
on “Surrey.” 

Orch has a crack arrangement of 
“Holiday for Strings” that’s a high 
spot of the show. All the way 
through band displays a genuine ef- 
fort to get away from the cut-and- 
dried pops featured by every other 
outfit that comes around, and _ it 
works out very nicely. Over-all im- 
pression is one of distinction instead 
of average excellence. Monroe, how- 
ever, might watch his diction, since 
his low register sometimes trails off 
into garbled inarticulateness. 

Three Murphy Sisters, stylized 
miniatures of the Andrews gals, sock 
over flock of numbers and stop the 
show with harmonizing and vocal 
cut-ups; mob wouldn’t let them get 
away. 

Betty Jane Smith, cute blonde 
dancer, is on up front and scores first 
visually and then with her educated 
ballet taps and spins. Gil Maison is 
back with his flip, amusing chatter 
and his trained dogs and monkey. 
It’s a turn guaranteed to disarm the 
sternest sourpuss. Cohen. 


Adams, Newark 
Newark, Feb. 4. 
Enric Madriguera’s Orch (18) 
with Bob Lido, Nita, Rosa & Cachita, 
Patricia Gilmore, Jack Marshall, 
Four Franks; “Saint Meets Tiger” 
(Rep.). 


Madriguera’s crew attracts an adult 
audience which doesn’t care for 
blasting music. Consequently his 
opener, “Undecided,” fails to jell. 


| However, lads soon settle into a com- 
|fortable groove with “Knock Wood, 


| which receives a fine response. Bob 
Lido, Madriguera’s vocalist, proves 


and FDR. | 


| ineffective with “My Heart Tells Me.” 


double level stage. close with an eye- | 


filling routine with Cool vocalizing |. 4 


for added effect. 


Morg. 


Cirelé. Indpls. 
Inadianapolis, Feb. 5. 
Hal McIntyre Orch with Al Noble; 
Gloria Van; Danny Drayson, Smiley 
Burnette, Todd Mason, Winter Sis- 
ters (3); “Happy Land” (20th). 


Backed by strong picture support 
and Smiley Burnette as co-headliner 
on the stage. Hal McIntyre and his 
band have a pleasing session here 
this week. The outfit, new in these 
parts, impresses in the melody and 
rhythm departmeits, with smart ar- 
Tangements and attractive novelties. 
“Holiday For Strings” clicks espe- 
Cially with the cognoscenti. 

McIntyre starts fast on “Shoo, 
Shoo Baby.” then shifts to the ro- 
mantic vein with Al Noble taking a 
fine vocal on “People Will Say” and 
“My Heart Tells Me.” The boys serve 
up some top drawer jive in “I’m 
Having a Heat Wave,” and follow 
With “St. Louis Blues.’ Key 
Step down to the front mike for their 
breaks while leader plays a fancy 
lick on the sax. Gloria Van registers 
plenty of personality in selling “Put 
Your Arms Around Me” and “Em- 
braceable You.” McIntyre has to 
Pick up quick with the band to get 
her off, 

Burnette introduces himself by 
telling about Autry being in the 


| Felice lula House Orch (12): 


men | 


Army. He loosens his vocal chords } 
With a bit of bragging called “I Can | 


Lick Any Man But Popeye,” fol- 
lowed by a few homespun gags be- 
fore calling on Todd Mason. Bura- 
ette lures kid up from the 
audience to hold papers. in_ his 
fingers and teeth while Mason cuts 
them with his blacksnake whip. For 


| 


Listeners refuse to take him 
riously. 

Four Franks, mixed dance quartet, 
Jack Marshall are the show 
stealers. The Franks’ tap and com- 
edy routines win solid response, 
while Marshall’s antics with a hat 
brim. facial contortions and imita- 
tions leave the customers yearning 
for more. 

Patricia 
tracts a lukewarm 
shows up best with 
Hot.” 

Georgia Sothern, stripper, can- 
celled after opening show. Ring. 


Hipp. Balto 
Baltimore, Feb. 5. 


English. Crosby Sisters (2), 
(3). Pansy the Horse (3), 


se- 


chirping at- 
response. She 
“I Gotta Get 


Ray 
Orantos 
(RKO) wk.). 

Stage show is changed 
film’s h.o. but playing time is held 
down. Nevertheless bill suffi- 
cient entertainment value. Paced by 
Ray English, knockabout hoofer with 
some evood material opener, the 
Orantos. two men anda 
routine perch stuff, build to a strong 
finish. 

Crosbv Sisters. two singing young- 
sters. with a guitar accompaniment, 
whack out a solid session. Guitar 
player, with a flair for comedy, 
scores with impressions of Joan Da- 
vis. Jerry Collona and Donald Duck. 
Girls have sock arrangements of “I 
Want My Mamma” and “Donkey 
Serenade,” and earn an encore. 


Star” (2nd 


Ray English holds in his own spot, | 
in addition to the emcee assignment, | 


virtually knocks himself out with 


trick falls. Pansy the Horse, a stand- | 
the | 
stuffed equine’s comic antics paced | 
by femme jooker who helps sell con- 


ard -turn. gets results with 


siderably. 
Biz all right for a holdover. 
Burm. 


State. N. Y. 

Marion Hutton, Wesson Bros., Bob 
Easton (3), Deval, Merle & Lee, G. 
Ray Terrell, James Evans; “What a 
Woman” (Col). 


Current show has all the elements 


“North | 


despite | 


femme in} 


of a good variety layout, with an 
evenly divided number of vocal and 
dumb acts. Pacing is smooth and 
| program builds interest despite one 
dull spot. 

Topping the bill is the former 
Glenn Miller chirper, Marion Hut- 
ton. who several months’ ago 
branched out as a single after tour- 


ing with the Modernaires. Miss 
Hutton mixes her numbers to 
achieve a solid overall effect. Does 
“Pigfoot Pete.” “Too Young or Too 
Old” and ‘Rockin’ Horse Ran 
Away” and encores with a excel- 


lent arrangement of ‘Take It Easy” 
which allows her to get in some 
humorous licks. Wind-up was solid 
and she got off by bringing on the 
next acti. 

Wesson Brothers. recently re- 
turned from an offshore USO tour, 
provide the comedy sock of the pro- 


gram with their surefire takeoffs, 
most of which have been on dis- 


play in these parts. 
Sinatra satire adds a new note to 
their routines and gives them a 
sock finish. This bit hits the mark 
with all. but some Sinatra zealots 
let off a bit of steam at this good 
natured rib of the Voice. Also 
begged off. 

Opener is 
who 


Addition of a 


James 
manipulates 


Evans, juggler, 
three balls, a 
cross shaped item, and a= full- 
sized bed with his feet. Turn has 
sufficient speed and variety to pro- 
vide a good warmer-upper. Went 
over well. 

Bob Easton ‘New Acts) takes over 
the deuce and gets his share of ap- 
plause despite the fact that the act 


could stand some modernizing. 
G. Ray Terrell ‘New Acts) does 
smooth card maniuplation and 


magic turn for good results, while 
Deval, Merle and Lee, in the closing 
spot, display good, comedy ball- 
roomology for a fine mitt. Jose. 


Earle. Philly 
Philadelphia, Feb. 4. 
Tommy Dorsey Orch (22) with 
Gene Krupa, Sentimentalists (4), 
Betty Brewer, Jimmy Cook; Ed- 
wards Sisters (2), Paul Regan; 
“Doughboy in Ireland” (Col). 


If Gene Krupa had any qualms 
about how his difficulties would 
affect his popularity with Philly ad- 
mirers, the drummer man can for- 
get all about his troubles, judging 
from the reception the Quaker City 
gaters are giving him this sesh. 

Every time the gum-chewing 
skins expert unlimbers his _ big 
sticks the down-fronters go wild 
and his ovations are spontaneous 
and ear-deafening. 

Krupa shares individual honors 
with Dorsey and Betty Brewer, ear- 
soothing piper. The gal, easy to look 
at, acores with nobby arrangements 
of “Put Your Arms Around Me,” 
“No Love, No Nothin’” and a 
hyped-up version of “I Can’t Give 
Anything But Love.” 

Dorsey's male vocalist, Jimmy 
| Cook apes Frank Sinatra’s style too 
{much to register on his own. He 
| Sives his songs the same swoonatra 
| treatment. but on him it doesn’t 
|look so good. I'ts too obvious. 

Dorsey's band musically, is in its 
| usual high plane mixing up _ its 
rhythms to suit the tastes of eyery- 
/one. Nice touch is service flag on 
backdrop with 39 stars, one for each 
| Dorsevite now in uniform, 

Supporting acts are okay. Paul 
Regan gets his quota of chuckles 
With impersonations, and the Ed- 
wards Sisters please with bewilder- 
ing. yet graceful terpsology. 

House filled when caught 
evening). 


(Friday 
Shal. 


National. L’ville 
Louisville, Feb. 4. 
Bill Robinson, Cook & Christy, 
Libonati Trio. Anita O’Day, Nick 


Cravat & Co.; “Chan Secret Service” 
(Mono). 


Patrons give Bill Robinson a 


warm welcome as headliner on a 
well-rounded five-act bill, and the 
dusky tapster gives ‘em plenty. 


Robinson registered solidly with his 
stories and rhythm tapping. Closes 
his turn with an impression of how 
he would be dancing 40 years hence, 
i} and from all indications, he will still 
be going strong for some years. 
| Nick Cravat and Co. open with a 
ifew comedy touches, and some 
clever work on the horizontal bars. 
Femme assistant is decorative but 
had very little 
Anita O'Day. 
Gene Krupa’s 
couple special 
a good looker, 


to do. 


orch, gives out with a 
arrangements. She’s 
togged in a tailored 

suit, and has a good set of pipes. 

Orchestra was a little on the loud 
side for her numbers, and had dif- 
ficulty playing her music, but that 
will probably be ironed out in later 
shows. She got over well, but be- 
icause of band’s backing, didn’t re- 


lturn for a bow. 
Liboneti Trio. frequent visitors at 
this house, are solid on the xylo- 


phones and marimbas. Elder of the 
trio fills in as emcee. Clicks with a 
solo specialty. while his more youth- 
ful partners show to good advantage 
on the wooden kevs, and a fast rou- 
itine of taps and eccentric terps. 
They get a nice hand. 

Cook and Christy, comedy team, 


former vocalist with } 


score. Do a burley routine of hand 
balancing and hfts which amuse the 
younger patrons. 

Earle Keller’s house orch dees a 
generally good job of show backing, 
depidte difficulty with Aniva O'Day’s 
accompaniment. 

Everything considered, the show 
provides plenty of opportunity to 
give out with applause. House aout 
half filled at opening show, Friday 
(4), Hold. 

Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Feb. 3. 

Vill Osborne’s Orch with 

Tennyson, Marianne, Lee 


(20th). 


Art Brown gets the 
good mood with a rousing organa- 
logue. in which “Mairzy Doats” gets 
the mob singing. Will Osborne's 
band opens in a full stage white 
rayon set, with white and gold lyre 
band fronts. A green and silvered 
fan piece for background makes for 
stunning surroundings. 

Osborne, who also handles vocals, 
is assisted by Marianne, who m-kes 
much of “Embraceable You.” Spe- 
cialties include the clarinet of Hal 
Tennyson in “Rose Room,’ and a 
neon lighted piano frolic by 
Pines, using “Star Dust.” Instru- 
win’s “Rhapsody in Blue,” with clos- 
ing number including band impres- 


bardo. Interpolated include 
Ames & Arno in knockabout comedy 


his gang. a smooth dog act. 
who has lately developed into an ec- 
centric dancer and contortionist. 
Show runs 50 minutes, is beauti- 
fully lighted and set, plays fast. 
Arke. 


Keith's. Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Feb. 5. 
D’Artega’s All-Girl Orch (20), 
with Betty Lang, Betty Lou, Lois 
Marie, Florence, Symphonettes; Me! 


Hall, Cordyn & Sawyer; “Lisbon 
Clipper Mystery” (Indie). 
Keith’s veers from its regular 


vaude policy this week to lure new 
audiences with D’Artega’s all-girl 
orch, making its bow here. The band 
pleases on looks and versatility, of- 
fering a balanced program in fine 
style. Two extra acts, Mel Hall and 
Cordyn and Sawyer, rate kudos to 
round out a click combination. 
D’Artega, slick in white tie and 
tails, opens with his own tune. “In 
the Blue of the Evening,” using Betty 
Lang on the vocal. The blonde’s 
throaty style also makes nice music 
of “Shoo, Shoo, Baby,” “My Heart 
Tells Me” and “Either Too Young or 
Too Old.” The band registers big in 
a special arrangement of “Dark 
Eyes” and a medley of service tunes. 
Two solosists then step out to get 
themselves a hand, Lois Marie with 
a swell vocal job on “Begin the Be- 
guine” to her own accordion accom- 
paniment and Florence. the drummer, 
with a scat version of “Pistol Packin’ 
Mama.” D’Artega hits the mark 
with “Rhapsody in Blue” and winds 
up the show with take-offs on top 
name bands. Betty Lou’s imitation 
of Hazel Scott at the piano is oke. 
Mel Hall gets across with his fancy 
riding on high and low wheels. while 
Cordyn and Sawyer’s zany line of 
patter provides the comedy touch. 
Biz good when caught, Corb. 


RKO. Boston 
Boston, Feb. 3. 
Shep Fields’ Orch (14): Helen 
Forrest, Dixie Dunbar, Minevitch 
Rascals (7); “The Heat's On” (Col). 
While he’s had a hotel engage- 
ment here—and a long one at that- 


from the outset despite the tepid ap- 
peal of the tunes on tap. 

Band, in an unconventional and 
striking seating plan, starts of with 
“American Patrol,” does “Holiday 
for Strings” and ‘Lost Chord” and 
finishes off with a jive tune. The 
arrangements supply a wide range 
of contrasted timbres, tone colors 
and sonorities, yet retain the neces- 


sary rhythmic drive. Seems Fields 
could get more color into his ar- 
rangements with more such com- 


In any case, he could do 
sharp tunes to advantage 
effectiveness of “The Lost 


binations. 
more 
despite 
Chord.” 

Meredith Blake, his 
Ideal” and “Shoo-Shoo 
to register plenty solid. Ina 
{men of strange routining, however, 
she come’s back to do “The Lost 
Chord,” big number, just prior to 
Helen Forrest's stint as co-featured 
attraction. It doesn’t work too well 
with either singer. 

Helen Forrest, tastily be-glamored 
in an adhesive sort of paisley inven- 
tion, sings “No Love,” “Besame 
Mucho” and a couple of other 
pieces, very well indeed. The cus- 
tomers like her. Meanwhile Dixie 
Dunbar, in the opener, does an okay 
tap routine, and the Minevitch 
Rascals click as usual with their 
standard harmonica clowning. 

Romeo Penque gets a big hand 
with a clarinet solo, and Joe Negri 
| ditto in a guitar stint. Layout was 
| doing plenty of biz at first ~—. 
Lite. 


vocalist. doe 


Baby 2 


Hal | 
Pines; | 
Ames & Arno, Max & Gang; “The | 
Lodger” 


audience in| 


Lee | 


mentation is well accented in Gersh- | 
sions of Glenn Miller and Guy Lom- | 


and eccentric dancing and Max and | 
Max, | 


this is Shep Fields’ first stage sesh | 
here with his reed and woodwind 
ensemble. RKO customers find it 
novel and different and go for it 


speci- | 


Apollo, N. Y. 
Sweethearts of Rhythm (15) with 
| Tiny Davis; Dollie Pembrook, Rich- 
lard Huey, Claire Sisters (3), Evelua 
| McGhee, Harold Nicholas; “Adven- 
ture in Iraq” (WB). 


The distaff side is ponderously 
} represented in this layout by the 
'Sweethearts of Rhythm, all- 
femme combo with strong dissonant 
| shadings. Componently, band divides 
| into six brass, four rhythm and five 
'reeds, a fully equipped ensemble 
|that is definitely impotent in all de- 
partments, 

Although the girls have arrange- 
ments that are on a par with most of 
the lesser male bands, their all- 
round work points up the glaring 
musical ineptness of the individual 
musicians. 

Some of the solo passages reflect a 
measure of latent talent, but on the 
whole, orch’s approach is devoid of 
professional calibre. 


Tiny Davis, a rotund trumpeter, 
carries most of the obligatos and 
;}comes down front to vocal “Vine 


' St. Blues,” walking off with the solo 

honors. She's plenty gusty. Violet, 
ja recent acquisition to the bana, sits 
in on tenor sax and noodles a 
‘cadenza of “Sweet Georgia Brown,” 
| piece winning favor with the listen- 
ers. Unbilled leader of the girls 
cavorts in front of the stand in a 
| white gown and wiggles her baton 
and chassis between announcements. 
| Miscellaneous acts are led off with 
Dollie Pembrook, contortionist, 
whose pretzel bends are okay but 
hardly justify the length of her act. 
;Climax is strong, girl tying herself 
into knots while balancing a half- 
filled glass on her forehead. 

Threee Claire Sisters, only ofay 
jturn on the bill, romp through a 
| lilting dance routine that suffers be- 
cause of its length. Withal, how- 
ever, girls show to advantage, al- 
though pruning the act would point 
up its strong points. 

Richard Huey, on for one solo and 
also involved in a house skit, clicks 
solidly with his boogie-woogie stuff 
and could have stayed for an en- 
core. He's on and off in no time 
flat. 

Evelyn McGhee, a fairish song- 
stress who isn’t quite hep on turn- 
ing a phrase, does a quickie intona- 
tion of “Embraceable You” that 
sells. 

Inthe 


Harold 

Erst- 
Nicholas 
going it 


closing _ spot, 

Nicholas is definitely class. 
while member the 
Brothers, Harold’s been 
alone since his brother was called 
to the service. In a spiel: that re- 
fiects perfect taste, he explains to 
the audience his appearance as a 
single and then sings two numbers, 
one in Portuguese, to augment his 
dancing routine. The Nicholas 
pedal work, which requires no com- 
plementary aide, is brilliant, grace- 
ful and definitely in a superior cate- 
gory. On his own for the duration, 
Harold Nicholas is still hanging on 
to the top rung. Jona, 


Earle, Wash. 
Washington, Feb. 3. 
Oxford Boys, Ladd Lyon (2), 
Eileen Ritter, Roxyettes, Jo Lom- 
bardi’s House Band; “Miracle of 
Morgan's Creek” (Par). 


Because of long picture, Harry 
Anger, this week has only 32 min- 
lutes to fill with stage diversion. Lom- 
bardi’s band is up on the boards this 
week, with extended platform cover- 
ing the orch pit. Roxyettes in 
teen costumes, open with a nifty tap 
routine, backing up Eileen Ritter’s 
vocal of “Rock-it.’ She introduces 
| Ladd Lyon for spectacular upside- 
| down tricks in balancing. Ladd and 
| his partner, Robert Conway, from 
Os audience, do some flashy tricks. 
| 


Sa- 


The Roxyettes introduce the Ox- 
| ford Boys, whose voice manipula- 
| tions and radio impressions go over 
big. They respond with two en- 
cores and could have stayed longer. 

Finale has the Roxyettes in an in- 
tricate fencing routine. For this 
production Anger provides a special 
iscrim for a smart introduction. 
| Eileen Ritter urging support for the 
bond drive, closes the show. Arke. 


Tower. K. C. 
Kansas City, Feb. 4. 


Wilkey & Dare, Jack. Waller, 
|Doryece Drew, Johnny Laddie & 
|\Company, Frank Steiner; Tower 
Orch (9) with Jack Parks & Marilyn 


Vermont” 


| Ballinger; “Moonlight in 
| (U) and “She’s for Me” 


Tying in with the two musicals on 


the screen. the 40-minute Towe! 
i} revue this week is a combo of mel- 
| ody and comedy. with enough nov- 


lelty to balance the bill. 


| Opening with usual signature num- 
| ber. the house orch segues into the 
0p. “No Love, No Nothn’.” with 
trim Marilyn Ballinger taking the 
vocal over the front mike in okay 
4 fashion. 

Jack Waller, doubling as m.c., first 
brings on Johnny Laddie’s trio of 
well-trained pooches which work on 
an unsupported ladder. Dog acts 
| usually fare well at the Tower, and 
| this one is no exception. 

The deuce is handled by Doryce 
| Drew, shapely tapster, with a lively 
| routine climaxed by a military finale. 


| On next is the “Discovery Night” 
winner. Frank Steiner, who gives 


out with “My Ideal” in OK manner. 
| Next-to-closing is by Wilkey and 
(Continued on page 55) 
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VARIETY 


Variety Bills 


WEEK OF FEBRUARY 11 


Numerals tn connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 


Rosario & Antonio 
Academy (7-9) 
3 Edwards 
Loew Ross & Reiss Bros 
Stanley & Marty 
3 Chocolateers 
Amy Arnell 
NEW YORK CITY, Ed Sullivan _ Cretona (8) 
Capitol (10) Betty Kean Wynn 2 
I. Hampton Ore Ames & Arno Se yy 
uck 3ubble zarry Alper 
Pops & Louie Capitol (10) Darleen Sis 
State (10) Henny Youngman 3 Rhythmettes 
Corday Triano Pansy the Horse an ane 
Wally Rand Murtah Sis oO BH) 
Mark Plant Wally Boag LONG ISLAND 
Huntington Sta (10) 
Arthur Boran 
Royal Harmony 4 
Gallo & Maley 
Paramount The Lareys 
Jamaica (7-9) 
Gallo & Maley 
The Lureys 
NEW YORK CITY, Chester Dolphin Royal Harmony 4 
Paramount (10) Gil Maison Arthur Boran 
Johnny Long Bd MIAMI Lane & Small 
Allen & Kent Olympia (9) (10) 
Calgary Bros J Lane & L Birds Hal Haviland 
Hazel Scott Young & Kaye (3 to fill) 
CHICAGO Mary Healy (10-13) 
Chicago (10) toss & Bennett Bob Easton Co - 
Harry Cool Hickory Nuts PDarleen Sis 
Gaudsmith Bros OMAHA Jacqueline Hurley 
Dean Murphy Orpheum (10) 3 Chocolateers 
Hudson Wonders Inkspotsa Bob Hopkins | 
DETROIT Ella Fitzgerald Bd Lynbrook (12-13) 
Michigan (10) Cootie Williams Royal Harmony 4 
Vaughn Monroe Bd Moke & Poke (4 to, a 
ty Jane Smi alph Brow 
Betts an mith Rall E n Palace (11-14) 
E Carroll's Vanities 
ALLENTOWN 
State (10-12) 
RKO Lewis & Ames 
Kathleen Byrne 8 
(14-16) 
Dave Winnie 8 
ALBANY E Carroll's Vanities | TIMORE 
Palace (11) -10) Hippodrome (10) 
Tommy Dorsey Orc D'Artega Ore Jan Savitt Ore 
Gene Krupa teatrice Kay Zigey Talent 
Paul Regan Grace McDonald Linda Moody 
3 Edwards Sis Watson Sis Windy Cook 
BOSTON 
RKO (10) 


Louis Prima Ore 
Bonnie Baker 
Frank Gaby 
4 Franks 
(3) 
Shep Fields Ore 
Helen Forrest 
Minevitch Rascals 
Dixie Dunbar 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (10) 
D’Artegra Ore 
Beatrice Kay 
Grace McDonald 
Watson Sis 
(3) 
Andrews Sis 
Mitch Ayres Ore 
Eleanor Tieman 
Gene Baylos 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (10) 
Andrews Sis 
Mitch Ayres Ore 
Eleanor Tieman 
Gene Baylos 
(3) 
E Carroll's Vanities 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (15-17) 


Elaine Seidler Gls 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (8-10) 

Andrews Sis 

Roy Davis 

Hi Lo Jack & T:.me 

Milt Britton (rc 


HARRISBURG 
State (10) 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Little Tough Guys 
Neal Stanley & 
Dean & Edwards 


HARTFORD 
State (11-13) 
Henry, Jerome Ore 
Ella Mae Morse 
Dodson'’s Moareys 

Phil Brito 
Coley Worth & M 
NEWARK 
Adams (10) 
Shep Fields Orc 
Virginia Weidlor 
Jerry Lewis 
feds & Curley 
Center (10) 
3 Welles 
3 Hylton Sis 
Johnny Burke 
Minevitch Rascals 
Centerettes 
PATERSON 
Majestic (10-13) 
Elizabeth's Canines 
Ormay Diamond 
Tony Farrar 
Morey & Eaton 
Fuller’s Co 
(14-16) 
Jimmy Mark & L 
Julia Cummings 
3 Drews 
yallo & Maley 
Dodson’s Monkeys 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (10) 
Jean Dawn 
Bus & Glen 
Peg Leg Bates 
3. Orantos 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan (11-13) 
J Imnceford Ore 


Joe Frisco 
Hal Hickson 
Gaye Dixon 
Ted Smith 
Roy Rogers 
Gordon Andrews O 
Club 51 
Frankie HUyers 
Pat Harrington 
Diane Fontaine 
Marco 
Peggy O'Neill 
Marie McCall 
Marcia Kent 
Club 1-2-3 
Roger Stearns 
Myra Kingsiey 
Copacabana 
Jimmy Durante 
Mary Raye & Naldi 
Karen. Cooper 
Larry Brooks 
Mildred Law 
Mann & Knott 
Los Andrini 
Samba Sirens 
Joel Herron Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Coa KReuge 
Dick Wilson Orch 
B Bizony Enemble 
Jack Dempsev's 
Chris Cross Ore 
Zeb Carver 
D Baker Musicomics 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Bob Hall 
Vivien Fay 
Victoria Rane 
Ross Sis 
Keith Hall 
Sylvia Barry 
Harry Meehan 
James B. Allison 
Four Rose Buds 
Will Quentmeyer 
Rosalie Grant 
Billy Banks 
Bobby Davis 
Frances Henderson 
Chin Wan 
Vin Travers Orch 
Jimmy Dwver's 


Elaine Vincent 


Marsha Fields 
3Srock & Dean 
Virginia Fait 
Julia Gerity 
Singing Waiters 
Fl Chico 
Rolando 
Dorita & Velero 
Sartta Herrera 
Alejandro Vilalta 
Juan Jose Saro 
Pilar Gomez 
Cuarteto Linio 
El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey Or 
Chiquito Ore 
Andre Bodo 
Charles Inwalé 
Village 
Inn 
Jackie Gleason 
Dino & Rossi 


NEW YORK 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT 
VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. 


ROCHESTER 
Temple (11-13) 


State (10-12) 
Jimmy Mark & L 
George Ross 


Gay Nineties Rev Seed & White 
(4-6) 3 Drews 

Ina Ray Hutton Or (13-16) 

Grace McDonald Don Ricardo & M 

Kim Loo Sis Fred Stritt 

Frank Gaby 3 Wyse Gis 

SAN FRANCISCO BOSTON 

Golden Gate (10) Bradford Hotel (16) 

Gay Nighties Collette Lyons 
(3) Artie Dann 

Gay Nighties Ber-Mar 


Daro & Corda 


Southern | 


CAMDEN 
Towers (11-1%) 
Toy Sis 
Zohn & Mathews 


Tina Dixon 


Berry Bros 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq. (10-12) 
3 Wyse Gls 
Stanley Burns 
Julia Cummings 
Ted & Art Miller 
WOONSOCKET 
New Park (10-13) 
3 Edwards 
Holmes & Jean 
Senor Carlos 
Ray & Harrison 
Kim Loo Sis 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (10-17%) 
Gautier’s St'plech’ée 


Mildred Ray Gls 


Radcliff & Jenkins | Ned Harvey Orc 


Los Rhumboleros 
Havana-Madrid 
Chu-Chu Martinez 
Alberto Torres D 
Jose Curbello Orch 


Carlos Varelas Ore 


Hotel Astor 
(Astor Roof) 
(Columbian Room) 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Jose Morand Ore 
Cocktail Lounge 


Dick Kuhn 
Hotel Betmont 
Plaza 


(Glass Hat) 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Dick Buckley 
Floria Vestcff 
Pat Abbott 
Maria 
Nino Rhumba Bd 

Hotel Biltmore 
Joan Hyldoft 
John Donohue 
Arnold Shoda 
Ruth Sitarr 
De-Icerg (4) 

Ann Warren 

Hal Chase 

Ray Heatherton Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 

Enric Madriguera O 

Fernando Alva 

Nita Rosa 

sob Lido 

Cachita 

The Graysons 

Dorothy Keller 

Ray Arnett 

Johnny Mack 

Mischel Gomer 3 

Stanley & Marti 

Dorothy Keller 

Mishel Gorner Orch 

Hotel Dixte 
(Plantation Room) 
Al Trace 

Hotel Edison 
Ryan-Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex House 

(Casino on Park) 
Abe Lyman Ore 
tose Blane 
Frankie Connors 
Stanley Worth 
Ruth Wallis 
Nick D'Amico Ore 
Hotel Lexington 


Fennett & Mitchell |G Ray Terrell 
Harry Reso Bert Walton 
Dave Winnie 3 Earl & Fortune 
ALABAMA Salisbury ELIZABETH (7-9) 
Birmingham State (17) Liberty (10-13) Jan Savitt Ore 
Pantages (18-20) Knockouts of 1944 W ynn 2 Julia Cummings 
Rev of Tomorrow Wilmington Grace Johnston Holmes & Jean 
Mobile Carolina (18-19) | The Ralstons Ray & Harrison 
Lyric (17-20) lL De Wolf's Rev 
Renfro Radio Show Winston Salem | 
Selma State (16-17) e 
Wilby (15) The Karston Show ¢ b t Bill 
Renfro Radio Show! SOUTH CAROLINA | a are s 
FLORIDA Charleston 
Talahassee Victory (14-15) 
State (15) Knockouts of 1944 
Talk About Girls Columbia NEW YORK CITY 
GEORGIA Carolina (16) 
Augusta ®) Knockouts of 1944 28 _ Algiers Blue Angel 
Modjeska (18-20) Greenville sili Glass Ore Owen & Parker 
Berni Vici Rev Center (16) Claudia Kaye The Bernards 
NORTH CAROLINA] Berni Vici Rev Towne 
bu Jane Owen Sllis sarkins rio 
B 19) Sante Roger Bowen Stuart Ross 
poy Rev Spices of 1944 Arthur Benson Bunty Pendleton 
Concord TENNESSEE Aquarium Rest. os Cafe 68 
Paramount (14) Bristol (18-19) M Powell Maniacs | Vincent Catanese Or 
The Karston Show | The Karston Show | Jerry Montanna Bd | Sotero San Miguel 
‘ VIRGINIA Angie Bond 3 Cafe Society 
Danville Armando’s (Midtown) 
Car Rialto Ann Francine Jimmy Savo 
: = The Karston Show Hazel Scott 
High Point Roanoke an tee Patsy Garrett 
Paramount (17) Roanoke (16) S Montmartre Gis | Eugene Fields 3 
Make Ii Snappy Make It Snappy Acorn & Simmons Teddy Wilson Ore 
| Jack Barrie Cafe Society 
Lou Harold Ore (Village) 
| Frank Warren Ore Pear] Primus 
Warner Bill Bertolotti’a Mary Lou Williams 
NEW YORK CITY| Phil Regan | 
Strand (11) | Wesson Bros | GAUDSMITH BROS 
Charlie Barnet Ore] Miriam Verne H : e | 
Ella Mae Morse (4) | | 
Bunny Briggs Monroe Ore 
(4) Betty Jane Smith | ‘he ‘2 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore} Gil Maison | Chicago Theatre, Chicago 
3 Stooges UTICA 
Georgia Gibbs Management: EDDIE SMITH 
Condos Bros Stanley (15-17) 
PHILADELPAIA | Gay Nineties Rev 
Karle (il) WASHINGTON 
Tony Pastor Ore Earle (11) 


James Barton 
The Reddingions 


(4) 
T Dorsey Ore 
Pau! Regan 


Edwards Sis 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (11) 

Jerry Wald Ore 


Roxyettes 
Oxford Boys 
Ladd Lyon 
Kileen Rieter 
(4) 


Norma Raymond 
Laura Wilson 
Vincent Pierce 
Sally Goodwin 
Moya Gifford 
Loretta Lane 
Victor Dietz 
Judith Baker 
George Morris Ore 
Don Sytvio Ore 


Roxyettes 
Oxford Boys 
Ladd Lyon 
Kileen Ritter 


Independent 


Roberto Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90's 
Ethel Gilbert 
Joan Reilly 
Charles Rosoff 
Bernie Grauer 


NEW YORK CITY! 
Musie Hall (11) | 

Paul Winche!! 

Robert Merrill 

Mae Blondell 


Harold Willard 


Roxy (10) Jack Ryan 
R de Vasconcellos Charles Strickland 
Bill Ames Jimmy Burns 


Phyllis Stewart 

Josh White 

Eddie Heywood Ore 
Casbah 

Lillian Clark 

Lee Kuhn 3 

Danny Yates Ore 

Casino Russe 

Nina Tarasova 

Dmitri Matvienko 

Nicholas Khadarik 

N Veralle Ballet 

Viadimir Lazarev 

Codolban Ore 
Cerutti’s 

Tom Morro 

Eddie Steele 

Mae Barnes 

Maxine Johnson 
Clup 18 


4 Lyttle Sis 
Paul Ash Ore 


Bill Kelsey 
Gay 90's Quartette 


Roy Sedley 
Vince Curran 


| Harold 


(Hawaiian Rm) 
Lani McIntire Ore 
Leilani 
Mokihana 
Al McIntire 
Aloma 

Hotel Lincoln 

(Blue Reom) 
Count Basie Ore 

Hotel McAipin 

(Marine Grill) 
Gladys Tell . 
Ernest Hamory 
Johnny Messner Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 

(Terrace Room) 
Sonny Dunham Ore 
Dorothy Claire 
Don Darcy 
Mary Jane 
Bob Russell 
Bob Ballard 
Jerry Mapes 
Mary Jane Lawson 
Billy Peterson 
Art Paulson Orch 
Peter Kent Orch 
Hotel Park Centra 

(Cocoannt Grove) 
Danny Beckner Ore 

& G Bernard 

(Royal Patm) 
Ragtime Smitty 
Flo Hart 
Frank Rosati 
Linda Carroll 


Yeo 


Hotel 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Hotes Pierre 
(Cotillion BReom) 

Myrus 
Maye & Harger 
Forrest Goodenough 
Kitty Crawford 
Stanley Melba Ore 
(Cafe Pierre) 
Ellen Mitchell 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
John Hoysradt 
Gomez & Beatrice 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Walter Perner Ore 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
(Cafe Lounge) 
Clemente Ore 
Florinda 
Joseph Marvin Ore 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Satire Room) 
Dunean Sis 
Rer-mar 
Tino Valents 
Pat Cameron 
Jerry Vanni 
King Johnson Ore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Dolores De) Carmen 
Ron Perry Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
Carol Lynne 
tudy Richards 
Michael Ward 
Margaret Barry 
Kileen Thompson 
Sharlee Munster 
Edith Kandel 
Freddy Miller Ore 
Theodora’ Brooks 
Lynn Gardner 
Bob Simone Orc 
Evan Jones Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
Annamary. Dickey 
Roudenko & Zoritch 
Lina Romay 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hurricane 
Ted Lewis & Ore 
Reed Sisters 
Geraldine De Bois 
Paul White 
Teddy Hale 
Bebe Fox 
Charles Whittier 
June Edwards 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Glenda Hope 
Jeanne Lynne 
Jo Ann Collier 
John Rockwood 
Burke 2 
Terry Spike 
Renee 
Mildred Truce 
Romero & Rosita 
Carter & Ross 
Lorna Rhode 
Joe Capello Ore 


Kelly’s Stable 
Clark Monroe Ore 
Coleman Hawkins 
Clarence Profit 3 
Dink Patterson 
Billy Daniels 
Miss Rhapsody 
La Conga 
Carmen Amaya 
Sabicas 
Antonio & Leonor 
Gloria Belmonte 
Paco 
Geronimo Villarino 
Marta Dominguez 
La Martinique 
Zero Mostel 
Murtah Sis 
Martiniqueens 
Maxi Bergere Ore 
Socasses Ore 


Latin Quarter 
Billy Vine 
Cardini 
Mazzone & Abbott 
Shea & Raymond 
Christiani Family 
Henry Therrien 
Charlo & Dupree 
Una Cooper 
Adele Parrish 
Don McGrane Orch 
Jose Cortez Orch 
La Vie Parisienne 
Celeste Holm 
Leon & Exdidie’s 
Eddie Davis 


Wynn 2 
Martha King 
Lola Andre Tr 


June Wilson 
Sherry Britton 
Hilda 
Lazara & Castellan 
Lou Martin Ore 
Monte Carle Casino 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Marga 
Smolen & Rosati 
Klayne Hume 
Smolen & Rosati 
Ralph Rotgers Bad 
Old Reumantan 
Jack Richards 
Sadie Banks 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Paris qui Chante 
Pierre de Caillaux 
Myrette Ponselle 
Sylvie St. Clair 
Richard Manning 
Jeanne Morain 
Leonard Elliot 
Irma Jurist 
Queen “Mary 
Naya Grecia 
Vera Niva 
Castaine & Barry 
Guy Martin Girls 
Pat Clayton 
Irving Conn Ore 
Peter Rotunda Bd 
Rogers Corner 
Korn Kobblers 
Harry Lefcourt 
Papaya Hawaiians 
Victor Quartet 
Harold Green 
Ross MacLean 
Phil D'Arcy 
3 Merrymakers 
Sig Schotb Ore 
Ruban Bleu 
Rernie West 
Peters Sis 
Maxine Sullivan 
Ilse Bois 
Herman Chittison 3 
Julius Monk 
Sammy’s 
Bowery Gay 90's 
Charlie Corrigan 
Tillie Sehneider 
Marty Reide 
Jack Sheehan 
Spivy’s Roof 
Spivy 
Walter Liberace 
Fred Keating 
Stork Club 
Russ Smith Orch 
Tavern-on-Green 
Joe Ricardel Ore 
Tony’s Trouville 
Cy Walter 
tita Molina 
Alex Giralde 
Harry Le Roy 


tus Davis 


Pennsylvania 


Ubang! Club Ginger Dulo 
Viola Jefferson Gwen Tyne 
Hot Cha Drew Joe Thomas 8 
Versailles Wive) 
Perry Como Bob Lee 
Paul Remos Carmen Montoya 
tay Sinatra Ore Tommy Hayden 


Mile. Hildeen 
Gertrude Hild 


Machito Bad 
De Castro Sis 


Larry Douglas The Paulens 
Ronnie Cunningham | Harry Horton Ore 
Jack Blair Zanzibar 
Mata & Hari Maurice Rocco 

Village Barn Son & Sonny 
Dick Thomas Bill Bailey 


Ada Brown 

Tops & Wilda 
Sabby Lewis Orch 
Patterson & Jacks'n 
Canay's Bd 

Momi Kai 

Kuulei Young 


Red River Dave 
Estelle Loring 

Tiny Clark 

Gerri Gale 

Pop Brownlee’s H 
Village Vanguard 

Albinny Jones 


| 200 Backers 


Continued from page l 


names of the investors must be ad- 
vertised, soon afterward being pub- 
licized as news items. General part- 
ners are the actual producers and 
often one of the latter is also a lim- 
ited partner. Limited partners are 
not liable for more than they orig- 
inally invest, and if the budget is 
exceeded it is up to the general part- 
ners to provide the additional money. 


“Venus” Cost $145,000 


Case in point is “One Touch of 
Venus,” budgeted for $115,000, but 
which cost around $30,000 more, 
Cheryl Crawford and John Wildberg, 
the general partners, supplying the 
necessary extra coin. In that in- 
stance it made little difference be- 
cause the show is a smash hit (46th 
Street, N. Y.). But the limited part- 
ners got a break in “Venus,” since 
their share of the profits remained 
constant. 

Limited-partnership production Is 
really big business, and some angels 
go for appreciable sums in flops. 
“What's Up” which was budgeted 
for $90,000, but lost much more, had 
10 backers. So many of the season's 
attractions are done under the lim- 
ited-partnership plan that the num- 
ber of investors seems endless, but 
it has been noticed that quite a few 
of the same people are steady cus- 
tomers. There are shows for which 
the total amount budgeted is not 
publicized. The percentages remain 
the same and if a hit is registered 
the differential evidently goes to the 
general partners. 


“Oklahoma,” “Widow” 


“Oklahoma” (St. James) is a 
limited-partnership which earned the 
investment quickly, same going for 
“The Merry Widow” (Majestic) but 
there are a flock of productions with 
bunches of backers that flopped out, 
almost forgotten except by those 
who had pieces. One which had nine 
backers never even opened on 
Broadway. Most of the _ limited- 
partnership shows come from new 
producers, a few better known man- 
agers using the same method. Others 
of the latter classification, however, 
attract backers but under loan 
agreements which are secret or silent 
partnerships and the identity of the 
investors does not usually appear in 
the dailies. 

The champ Broadway angels are 
Howard Cullman and Meyer Davis, 


o6th more or less new in show busi- 
ness and both real winners. Cullman, 


whose brother is usually in on his 
theatrical ventures, has pieces of 10 
shows, while Davis is in on eight. 
Both have gone into flops but not 
often. Cullman’s big winners include 


“Life With Father,” (Empire) “Ar- 
senic and Old Lace,” (Hudson) 
“Oklahoma” and “One Touch of 


Venus.” Davis’s known good things 
include “Merry Widow” and “To- 
morrow the World” (Barrymore) and 
he is producer of the new “Wall- 
flower,” which opened at the Cort 
last week. Emil Friedlander, of 
Dazian’s, is an inveterate backer in 
a more modest way and there are 
many others of that type, most of 
their names being unfamiliar on 
Broadway. 
Quick Coin Return—Maybe 
Some 


shows including musicals 


recapture the investment quickly, 
instances being “Oklahoma,” 


“Widow,” “Father” and “Arsenic” 
while others require extended peri- 
ods. Last week the first profit check 
to investors in “Ziegfeld Follies” 
(Imperial) were mailed out. That 
revue is said to have cost $175,000. 
It has been playing nine months and 
the length of time before the invest- 
ment was paid off is proof of the re- 
ported high operating nut. 

“Early to Bed” (Broadhurst) has 
played seven months but no profits 
have been distributed. Backers have 
been paid back 70% of their invest- 
ments, show having cost $95,000. 
“Bed” is sure to make money be- 
cause the amount in the reserve 
fund, plus $12,700 in salary guaran- 
tee money on deposit with Equity, 
more than equals the 30% coming 


to the angels. 
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Miami Gyp-Take 


Continued from page 1 


to the authorities, the chumps some- 
how urge them “not to bother” be. 
cause, it develops, there’s a little 
larceny in some of them. 

The gimmick is that nobody earn- 
ing $100,000 a year, and giving back 
75G tg the Government, could afford 
to play $1,000 on a horse or 4 card, 
so these chumps are somehow in the 
wrong. 

Underhand Improvisations 

The gaff works in divers manners. 
If it’s in liquor, they're selling under- 
the-counter at so much extra per 
case. If in textiles, they're selling 
at surcharges. One chain restaura- 
teur, for instance, with 200 pop- 
priced dineries in his organization, 
bragged one night how he knocks 
off $1,500 a week on the qt. He 
explained that he just tears up $7.50 
worth of food checks every week, at 
each eatery. That’s not much per 
week, but it means he doesn't have 
to account for the income, since it 
doesn’t show on the books. At $1,500 
a week gravy, this charaoter, of 
course, can gamble many a G on 
anything. 

The new influx here of racetrack 
touts and deep-Bronx clientele (but 
somehow with ready access to loose 
coin) has made it a soft touch all 
around. It’s also starting to worry 
the better-grade hostelries, although 
it’s been a wide-open secret that one 
exclusive hotel charged $1.10 for 
access to the beach cabanas, with 
result that the hotel guests them- 
selves were disgusted; no privacy, 
the bourgeosie bringing box lunches, 
etc. That’s been corrected since. 
This same hotel supposedly sold its 
cigar stand concession (alias for 
handbook) for $10,000 and, as one 
newspaperman observed, “How many 
cigars can this stand sell to get back 
10G in six weeks?” 

Meanwhile yelps on the wide open 
aspects of the gambling situation has 
reached the capitol at Tallahassee, 
where the governor announced a 
war on bookies and named four 
beach hotels as gaming locations, 
City manager Renshaw, however, de- 
clared that while he has made no 
formal investigation, he knows of no 
open bookmaking in Miami Beach. 
He promised to look into the matter. 


|_ Prosperity Note 


Continued from page 1 


in other years when every penny 
counted, it is reported. 

Odd amounts in change, down to 
pennies due to the admission tax 
where it’s not set up in even 
amounts, is contributing to the con- 
fusion, Many theatres, where change 
in the coppers is made, are having 
trouble getting enough Ic pieces to 
keep going. For this reason, any 
number of film houses are switching 
to uneven scales which, with the tax 
added, will come out in units of 
5c or 10c. For instance, a theatre 
formerly charging 25c, which with 
tax would be 29c, now charges a net 
of 26c and, with the 
levy, comes out at an even 30c. 


admissions 


Saranac 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Feb. 8. 

Among Will Rogerites and down- 
town inmates distinguishing them- 
selves by taking time out between 
rest periods to aid the Fourth War 
Bond Drive are Bart Williams, Jerry 
Rosenberg, Benny Ressler, A. B. An- 
derson, Eddie Vogt, Arthur Alverez 
and John Clancy. 

Ben Nadler, Cleveland theatre 
manager, just mastered that thoraco- 
plasty operation and is back smiling 
at the Rogers; ditto for Frank Lee, 
nitery entertainer. 

Percy Wenrich, songwriter, cele- 
brated birthday last week. Topping 
gifts was an O.K. report from his 
medico. 

Bonnie Clare Richardson, former 
Conover Model, has been doing so 
well she was given 10-day furlough. 

Margaret Dougherty elated over 
the news that her husband is fight- 
ing in Italy. Gal is also flashing en- 
couraging reports. 

Rose Goldstein upped for one meal 
and improving nicely. ; 

Dr. Edgar Mayer, first medico-in- 
chief of the old NVA _ sana- 
torium and now a professor at Cor- 
nell Medical Center, stopped off to 
mitt some of his old patients. 

Alice Van Ness has been upped 
for meals. 

Elwin  Walzsman, president of 
Lion’s Club and chairman of Wil- 
liam Morris Memorial Park, now an 
officer in the Army. 

Write to those who are ill. 


Bob Allen, who recently disbanded 
his orchestra to do a single, fills his 
tirst booking as such next Thursday 
(17) on the Libbey-Owens Glass pro- 


gram (NBC). 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


In order to straighten out the booking congestion in connection with 
musical shows on Broadway, a condition that cleared up several weeks 
ago, the Shuberts made financial concessions in switching “One Touch of 
Venus” from the Imperial to the 46th Street. It cost them about $9,000, 
jabor bills for revising the “Venus” sets amounting to around $2,500 alone. 
Shuberts paid for moving the production, that item being $1,100, and the 
cost of changing the billing in New York approximated $1,300. 

When “Venus” opened at the Imperial the booking agreement stipulated 
that the musical would move to the 44th Street \vhen “Mexican Hayride” 
was ready to come in. Success of “Winged Victory” in the latter spot 
meant extending the stay of the Army Air Force drama, which incident- 
ally is netting the Shuberts plenty. Eventually, “Hayride” went into the 
Winter Garden, “Ziegfeld Follies” moving to the Imperial. Capacity of 
the 46th Street is $1,000 less than the Imperial, and because of that t 
Shuberts assumed the differential, paying a bonus to “Venus” each wee 
the show betters $32,000. Its capacity pace is around $2,500 more, 


Purchase of the Hudson, N. Y., by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse, 
whose ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ is playing there, is regarded as a good realty 
buy. They secured the property, which extends from 44th to 45th streets, 
for $300,000. Actual cash required was $50,000, the balance on mortgage, 
but L & C are not alone in the deal, others in on the Hudson include 
Elliott Nugent and Howard S. Cullman. House is under lease to the Shu- 
berts and the new owners get possession early next season. 

Hudson was built by the late Henry B. Harris and bequeathed to his 
widow, Renee. Around 1927 she was offered $1,300,000, but asked for 
$1,700,000, and so the offer was withdrawn. At the time the theatre was 
mortgaged for $700,000. Thereafter the Hudson had lean seasons, and when 
the depression came it was taken over through foreclosure by the Emi- 
grant bank, latter selling the property recently, 


Before start of the performance of “Decision” at the Belasco, N. Y., a 
curtain, otherwise blank, is displayed showing a sketch. It depicts a white 
man’s hand clasping that of a Negro, both strangling a villainous-looking 
snake, supposed to represent fascism. Similar drawing appears on the 
house boards, indicating the drama’s theme. 

During the premiere last Wednesday (2) Ralph Greenleaf, who plays 
the lead, suddenly fell from a chair. It is a tense moment and the audi- 
ence thought it a bit of business connected with the performance. Actor 
is subject to occasional loss of his equilibrium senses. Mishap was covered 
up through quick thinking by Rusty Lane, who aided Greenleaf back to 
the chair, and Larry Hugo, young actor who plays his son. 


* «The Blivens,’ renamed “Take It As It Comes,” comedy that opens at 
the 48th Street, N. Y., Thursday (10), 1s a first production over here by 
Armin L. Robinson, European showman. Also he conceived the idea of 
getting name authors to write short stories on Hitler’s attempt to destroy 
religion and it reached book form under the title of ‘The Ten Command- 
ments,’ Robinson being the editor. Most publishers rejected the idea, but 
Simon & Schuster accepted it, and the book is rated among the best sellers. 


A change has been made in the civilian end of the boxoffice staff for 
the Army Air Force's “Winged Victory,” 44th Street, N. Y. Arthuf Feine 
switched from the latter house to the Imperial (“Ziegfeld Follies”), Max 
Segar moving from that house to augment the Winter Garden (“Mexi- 
can Hayride’) ticket staff. Charles Murphy now teams with Dan Melnick 
as civilian treasurer of “Victory.” 


Between the time “Jackpot” opened out of town and arrived at the 
Alvin, N. Y., where it is current, a new first-act setting was made, the 
original being given away to a church drama group by Vinton Freedley. 

After the Broadway debut bits of business and lines which were criti- 
cized both by the press and patrons were deleted and the performance is 
smoother. 


Gertrude Lawrence, extending her war work, is now making appear- 
ances at colleges for women, striving for a better understanding between 
America and England. Recently the British star was at Bryn Mawr, 
making an address and presenting war films dealing with Britain at war, 
furnished by the British Information Service. 


: N. Y. Times, Tribune 
3 Shows to Give Limit Ads As Means 
Bond Matinees 


To Conserve Paper 
Three Fourth War Bond matinees 


For the purpose of conserving 

space, the N. Y. Times and Herald 
have been arranged by Broadway 
shows. and like the last drive tickets 


Tribune have adopted new low max- 
may be had only by the purchase of imums for theatrical advertising, the 
bonds. Shows selected are “Winged | daily listing in alphabetical directory 
Victory,” at the 44th Street; “Two 


form of shows (and houses). Daily 
Mrs. Carrolls,” Booth, afd “Early to| insertions are now generally limited 
Bed,” Broadhurst. 


to 10 lines per attraction, but the 
Location of seats is dependent publishers made exceptions in in- 
upon the denomination of bonds, 


stances where managers are under} 
scaled from $25 to $1,000, with a few| contractual obligations to authors! 
at $5,000. However, for “Victory’’| ard name players. 
tickets for the 28 seats on the first Managers poit.ted out that their 
row are for sale for $100,000 each.| -ontracts called for billing of au- 
Such bonds are to be sold to large thors, stars and featured actors, 
corporations, and it is expected that) Whose names must appear in all ad- 
the bond sale for the Moss Hart play| vertising. Showmen said, since it 
will approximate $5,000,000. During/ .., physically impossible to get the 
the Third War Bond drive, when| names in type within the 10-line 
eight legiters gave bond matinees,| jimit, the only alternate was to drop | 
“Oklahoma” (St. James) topped bond 


° the ads entirely. The publishers 
Sales, tickets bringing $1,000,000,| thereupon conceded that exceptions | 
front locations ‘calling for a $10,000 


were necessary, although they said 
bond per ticket. . they were sometimes forced to de- 
Department stores advertised Sun-} .jjne 200 and more columns of dis- | 
day (6) the availability of tickets play and classified advertising be- 
tobe gratis with the purchase of} cause of the cut in newsprint. 
bonds, distribution in that way being In the directory listing 20 lines 
bond Bh xy for are accepted for one week prior to 
atinees. It was reported that ming in New York, Trib has an 
most of the ticket he. omptly | CPening in New ¥ork. rib has an 
snapped | additional concession, allowing 14) 
J.J pe st of the Treas De lines on Saturday and Sundays in | 
the directory. There have been cuts, | 
partment, N. Y., is in charge of the x 


in display advertising, motion | 
theatre bo s. too, | 
nd sales. Bed atinee picture insertions being included, by | 


Wi iv “Mrs = 
Feb. 22 ; 1clory | ured that the limitations in copy will} 


“save” 3,500 lines in amusement ads | 
annually in the Times and Trib, or | 
approximately 1014 pages will thus| 
be made available for news. Under- | 
stood the World-Telegram has been 
refusing ad copy from firms which | 
did not previously buy space. 
Buffalo Courier Express started | 


Milner’s Musical 


Joseph Milner, realtor and head of 
the Empire theatre realty company, 
N. Y., has a new musicomedy under 
consideration, “The Man I Ate for 
Dinner,” by Milton Geiger (book), 
with music by Mischa and Wesley 
Portnoff, lyrics by Sidney Horne. 

Geiger is a radio scripter. 


unwieldy. 


| the court in stride. He said he did 


What, No 4-Man Gin? 


Billy Rose nearly laughed off 
the stagehand-manager agenda 
the “suggestion” by the stage- 
hands union for a seven-man 
crew for one-set shows. Manag- 
ers believe that four men used 
have plenty of time on their 
hands.. Said Rose: 

“I know what's in back of this. 
Now, four men mostly sit around 
on their pants but with seven 
leds, a much better stud poker 
game can be played.” 


Maid 
Held ‘Too Dirty, 
Cleve. Cancels It 


Cleveland, Feb. 8. 


“Maid of Ozarks,” set for a late 
February date at Civic Auditorium, 
drew such vigorous protests from 
delegation of downtown theatre op- 
erators that Cleveland’s mayor can- 
celled it. 

Committee representing Loew’s, 
RKO and Warner circuits in addition 
to the Hanna, town’s sole legit stand, 
blitzed the Chicago marathon play 
in petition of complaints charging 
that it “was not fit for the people of 
Cleveland to see.” Exhibs also gave 
John Wasie, manager of city’s Public 
Hall, a verbal drubbing for booking 
an “obscene show that would lower 
th: theatrical standards of the audi- | 
torium as well as the city’s.” 

Milt Krantz, manager of the Han- 
na, admitted that he hadn’t seen 
“Maid of Ozarks” but had heard 
“from authentic sources” that it was 
so “dirty and objectionable” that he 
refused to book it into his own house. 

Only defender of the banned play 
was Omar Ranney, drama critic of 
S: ripps-Howard Press here, who sa- 
tirically questioned the right of thea- 
tre operators to consider themselves 
an Official board of censors or guar- 
dians of the public purity. 


Moss Loses Decision, 
Sustained on Another In 
N. Y. Ticket Violations 


In his campaign against over- 
charging by some New York ticket 
agencies, Paul Moss, Commissioner 


of Licenses, lost one court decision 
in the case of a suspended license 
but scored one win last week. 


Justice Denis O’Leary Cohalan, in 
supreme court, upheld the right of 
William L. Deutsch, of the Supreme 
agency, to retain his 1944 license, 
and said that Moss, in issuing the 
permit and then suspending: it, had 
acted in an “arbitrary and capri- 
cious” manner. He entered a writ 
restraining the commissioner from 
interfering with Deutsch’s license, 
unless, of course, there develops due 
cause. 

After issuing the license to the 
broker, Moss charged Deutsch had 
given “false testimony” in the mat- 
ter of the broker being disciplined 
by the legit code enforcement board 
because of minor infractions of the 
rules last year. The suspension fol- 
lowed. 

Justice Cohalan in his decision 
said: “Denial of the charges by the 
petitioner and his attorney aroused 
the ire of the commisisoner to a 
non-understandable degree ... re- 
sulting in the ejection of the attor- 
ney from the examination room... 
despite the fact that the testimony 
given shows the commisisoner to be 


mittee. 


wholly in error, he nevertheless 
summarily revoked the license of} 
the petitioner” (broker). 


| matics but was frequently consulted 


Moss took the verbal spanking of 


not chase Attorney Daniel J. Ries-| 
ner from the room. It seems that 
the latter was accompanied by an- 
other lawyer who was taking notes. 
Moss declared there was a steno- 
graphie recording of the proceedings 
being taken down and there was no 
need for anyone else taking notes. 
Riesner’s associate thereupon with- 
drew. 

The application of the Circle 
agency to restrain Moss from revok-| 
ing its license was denied. It had | 
been issued with the proviso that} 
one Harry Cohen, whose wife, Fay, 
is a co-owner of the agency, be 
kept out of the office. In backing 


‘Harry Kaufman Wins 


Moss’ action in the Circle case, the 


tions of ticket ordinances. 


B’way Stagehands, 


Managers Reach 


Impasse After Solution Seen Near 


‘Victory Belles’ May 
Reopen Despite 956 Red 


“Victory Belles,” which closed at 
the Ambassador, N. Y., recently after 
playing nearly three months, may 
reopen, despite the fact that it went 
into the red for $95,000, an unheard- 
of figure for a straight play. Re- 
sumption is planned by Henry 
Adrian, who produced it. He is 
presently at Camp Crowder, Mo., 
taking basic training and expects 
to secure a leave of absence, when 
he intends to put the play on again. 


Adrian was in New York last 
week, when he ordered that Bar- 
bara Bennett’s salary be paid, money 
having been held up when she was 
summarily dismissed from the cast. 
Equity was advised to pay the ac- 
tress, with money on deposit there, 
by Alfred Rice, the manager’s at- 
torney, 


Henie Ice Revue's 


New contract for the New York 
stagehands union is still in negotia- 
tion with the managers, huddles last 
week being marked by an impasse 
over pay raises which at first were 
thought to have been agreed upon. 
There also was a flareup when Solly 
Pernick, biz agent of the local, 
stalked out of Friday’s (4) meeting, 
offended over a crack by J. J. 
Shubert. 

League of New York Theatres had 
agreed to pay 15% higher than the 
seale in effect as of Jan. 1, 1941, the 
percentage established by the War 
Labor Board according to the Little 
Steel Formula. Managers figured 
that as the stagehands received a 
boost of approximately 8% when the 
two-year contract, which expired 
Feb. 1, was finally agreed upon after 
more than a year of conferences, 
the proposed new scale would be 
hiked about the same percentage. 
Stagehands said that wasn’t the idea 
at all, they aiming for a tilt of 15% 
over the present pay. Regardless of 
how it is settled, the new scale must 
be passed upon by the WLB. 

Up to late last week, when the 
controversy arose over the boost, 
heads of departmenis were to get 


Record $1,687,574 


Sonja Henie and her “Hollywood; 
Ice Revue” closed the star’s rink 
season at Madison Square Garden, 
N. Y., last Friday (4) and she went 
to the Coast with a new high gross 
record for the show’s tour, $1,687,574, 


as against approximately $1,100,000 
last season. Miss Henie played five 
cities then for a total of 47 days, 
this year there being but four dates 
but with extended time, there being 
63 performances. The increase in| 
takings tops last year by 40%. 


Breakdown of the figures by the 
office of Arthur M. Wirtz, partner 
of Miss Henie, is as follows; Indi- 
anapolis, 11 performances, $185,672; 
Detroit, 17 days, $341,620; Chicago, 
20 performances, $612,500; New 
York, 15 nights, $549,782. Admissions 
taxes amounted to $168,757, and the 


$7.37 additional weekly, raising the 
pay from $87.50 to $94.87, while 
grips and clearers were scheduled to 
get $62.10, as against the present 
$58. Rate for flymen was to go up 
$4.70, while portable electrical 
board operators were slated for $6.20 
additionally. 

Managers refused to consider the 
union’s jdea of having seven-man 
crews for one-set shows, but the 
unior is still fighting for such a 
setup. As for a week’s vacation with 
pay every 26 weeks, that proposal 
was regarded as impractical. 

Actors Aroused 
Actors were aroused over the de- 


; mand of the stagehands to put in 


seven-man crews. Their reaction 
was that if that occurred, it would 
likely mean salary reductions by 
managers among moderate-brack- 
eted players usually getting between 
$125 to $250, showmen in that way 
equalizing the added backstage ex- 
pense. Equity ‘leaders did not 
favorably regard putting on alleg- 
edly useless men backstage and in- 


number of people played to totaled 
972,907. Last year Miss Henie’s| 
Garden date was for 10 days, gross 
being estimated at $348,000. Top) 
price in New York was again $4.40. | 


Again business for “Stars on Ice” | 
at the Center, Radio City, improved | 
during Miss Henie’s appearances at) 
the Garden. That skating show is| 
also a Henie-Wirtz enterprise, Fred-' 
die Trenkler and the Caley Sisters, | 
who joined the “Hollywood” ice re-| 
vue, return to “Stars.” New skating’ 
revue at the Center jis reported due’! 
in the spring but will probably not) 
eventuate until June. 

First performance at the Stadium, 
Chicago, by Miss Henie, was given! 
to soldiers, gratis. In other stands 
as many as 20,000 men in uniform! 
were admitted free, total for all! 
dates being around 60,000. 


WM. A. BRADY AGAIN 
ACTIVE AFTER ILLNESS 


timated that actors might seek to 
raise minimum pay to $75, as com- 
pared with the present $57.50, if one- 
set show crews were padded. 

That the 15% increase is not al- 
ways a fixed percentage in pay in- 
creases for labor was _ indicated 
when theatre porters and cleaners 
were given a 20% boost. Porters 
now get $25.85, cleaners’ pay being 
$19.50 and assistants, $16.25. Musi- 
cians, too, have won a pay increase, 
5%, having gotten a 10% tilt last 
season, pay going from $88 to $92.40 
in legit theaters. Porters’ and clean- 
ers’ pay boost is retroactive to Labor 
Day and the cost to each house is 
around $1,000. 

Special labor committee for the 
managers in the stagehand negotia- 
tions are: Willigm A. Brady, Billy 
Rose, Herman Shumlin, J. J. Shu- 
bert, Howard Lindsay, Louis Lotito, 
Norman Pincus, Morris Jacobs, Mar- 
cus Heiman, with James F. Reilly 
ex officio. Executive board for the 
union is headed by Joseph Bwyer, 
president, the others being J. C, 
McDowell, Vincent Jacobi, Pernick, 


William A. Brady is again per-| Louis Yeager, Bernard Quattrochi, 


sonally active in managerial circles,| John Goodson 
last week attending sessions between | gerald. 


the League of New York Theatres 
and stagehands committees. Groups 
are negotiating a new contract, 
showman being on the League com- 


Veteran manager was confined to | 


his home for a year because of rheu- | 


by telephone for opinions on varied | 
theatre problems. 


Dismissal of Kin’s Suit 


A suit by kin of Harry Kaufman, 


in connection with the knitting busi- | 


ness which he headed prior to his en- 
trance into show business, has been 
dismissed in N. Y. Supreme Court 
upon motion of his attorney. Action 
was filed by a brother-in-law. 

Latter has been active in super- 
vision of Lee Shubert musicals, in- 
cluding the long-running “Ziegfeld 
Follies” (Imperial, N. Y.). 


| Show, 


and George Fitz- 


TODD'S ‘CARNIVAL’ FOR 


_ B’WAY BASED ON NOVEL 


Hollywood, Feb. 8. 
Mike Todd signed Michael Stone 
to write a stage play based on the 
Frances Parkinson Keyes novel, 
“Crescent Carnival.” 
backgrounded in.New Or- 
leans, will be presented on Broad- 


| way by Todd next fall. 


Patrons Like te Be 
Scared By Lugosi 
It was expected that when Boris 
Karloff withdrew from “Arsenic and 
Old Lace” on the road and was re- 
placed by Bela Lugosi, business 
would drop but takings last week 
proved the show’s draw just as 
strong as ever. Dates were mostly 


midwestern one nighters, all repeat 
| bookings, and the gross approxie 
| mated $23,000. 

| “Arsenic” started Sunday (30) 


Century Theatre Ticket Service. with better than $5,000 in Tulsa, the 


similar ad space limitations recently, , court remarked that Cohen had a! Corp., chartered to conduct business} other 
but dropped the idea as being too, police record of 18 arrests for viola-| in admission tickets of all ani ge Nashville and Birming- 
ham. 


with offices in New York. 


stands being Little Rock, 
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a S on ‘0a ay Al Jolson sums up the new fe ra 
Broadway legit producing busi- 
. ness as follows: 
; h general impres- 
Decision | Cons science, thoug 
Choate meduction of threeanct sion appears to be that the scamp has As it el the 
(Avo nex) by Raward Chodorov. | 80 such attribute. Jonathan Mallet’s are a New Book-Mag Tieup in working out the experiment. New 
Stig ‘ nae they ve more Z.ift- Davis book firm ot Chicago | picture project of Look will re pi ited 
ox. Op whethe ne dilletante bridge exper angels than ever, and they gam- > 
pig ‘ste | is Misbehaving or not, but as a char- hie with hale Kachérs’ enin has a most unusual tieup for authors} ly be along humor lines, Sparks pe. 
“ “ | hag ‘en | acter not a wraith. Leonie is the girl Besid they're drawing a fit. of mystery or detective novels, for; ing an expert in that field, A for 
Howard. Gwen Anderson | he’s dallying with, while Jessica is the house also has a magazine,} mer newspaperman, he’s been a gag 
pt ten : a ea te bealliatel | the fiancee who finds out the fellow minding, so I'm really wonder Mammoth Detective, which uses, in} writer for years. 
‘Homer Miles is philandering, and solves the situa- a single issue, yarns up to 70,000 | Sparks’ successor as Parade’s m.e 
ROWER: Mills | tion in quite a feminine way, It’ kind words. At the same time writers can/is Charles Kraft, formerly his as 
S certainly a new K S as- 
Pani Huber | Sips champagne he gets the sex urge, | 2 pay on first has nothing to do with | 
Larry especially is | royalties for second—both rights be-| Bernays’ Gift 
Mes. May Maddern | ing kept seperate. | N. ¥. Public Library announce 
| his guide. Latter dresses like the big | 1 Pal 
Howard Smith | lug, often is silent, but sometimes ad Br Bischer’s “Murder Wear purchase 
Lee Sanford | libs or converses with Jonathan. That sane eum s 4 te ee sa of books to be known as “The Fa. 
bart has not been- well conceived. - Skirt,” but this was put out | ward L. Bernays Collection on Pub. 
ry | The idea of a supposed invisible per- ; ee h Morrow as “The Hornet's Nest.”) lic Relations,” a presentation by the 
Best presentation Edward Choate, | son) was. much better written for After new negcavans with t 7 Palmer's last buy for mag was SPY} public relations counsellor, Collec. 
of the younner | “Blithe Spirit. several stage unions, the N. and sabotage novel by John Wil-| tion will comprise works on public 
will at-| man and his paramour dine! gehool for Social Research will go| Stach, “Murder By Magic.” Book) relations published all over the 
| Out and, after sipping wine, she sug- |, | pub, or no, by firm hasn't yet been! world. 
tract more than a limited clientele. into action in its Studio theatre 
| gests they vamose to a rural hide- decided Mae rates standard 
“Decision” is a sincere, finely per- | away for the weekend he taking hike Withode tect atteuetl ecided upon. Mag rates sti ara, 
formed drama, almost a documen- | pet canine Greenwich Village, first attraction on acceptance. CHATTER 
since fe i “Nath he Wise,’ irm just finished contest for an- a 
tary since it treats of indicated con- | Wu cpand she is showing him at a dog | be a revival of “Nathan, the Wise Firm just finis © a Nannine Joseph new article editor 
temporary subversiv nag seek rg ar | show. On the way back their car “| after which a new play is planned.| other of its mags edited by Palmer, Avessy. 
and wrecked and Jonathan ends up some- | In each instance, the unions insisted} Amazing Stories. Capt. Mever Fried 24, Mack named. drat 
to uncerstand that such a drama at) nat hurt in a hospital with His|on employment of members, but all} enson, Army Medical Corps, copped é ist v.p, 
tracted proponents out of town and at Doubleday, Doran, 
srobably will do likewise in New | Conscience in bed with him, while} made concessions, with pay being | $2,000 in war bonds. 
ork z | Leonie is uninjured. under the scale, since the presenta- a a, Sammis, editor of Photoplay, 
Edward Chodoroy authored the The weekend trip is discovered,| tions are to be in a small house, Pathfinder’s Staff Additions = mag material in Holly. 
play. hich much an Seeks to away from the theatre district. Pathfinder mag, which is enjoying | C; 
the hile Jessica breaks off the engage- School accepted the conditions set}a rejuvenation following its recent! th chief of 
final act dice too much, probably | ment,” planning to go away. How-| forth, not caring to depend entirely | acquisition by new owners, is taking | Ma ber sae estan 
because the solution was not cor- ever, she comes to Jonathan's apart- | on amateurs whom it trains, Pre-| on new spapermen and women as the be : 
rectly worked out. There is an} ment, where he induces her to par- viously, Equity permitted some), best means of making it the “rural William M. Clayton, who once 
abrupt ending without clear promise | take of a farewell supper. The wine| members to appear at the studio on| Time” as planned. New additions to owned a stack of fiction pulps, now 
of results. does it again. Jessica doesn’t want} their own terms, but joined the|the staff are Lillian C. Webb. who| ed Digest and Review. 
other unions in the matter of at}|moves over from the Washington! Norman Siegel, of the Cleveland 


smalltown warplant running 24 hours 
daily, several being killed. The mob 
is quieted only when Riggs, elderly 
schoolmaster, tells them that the 
trouble was caused through the ma- 
chinations of a senator with the aid 
of one Masters, editor of the local 
newspaper. Both are accused of trea- 
sonable acts and a committee is 
formed, made up of working people, 
the rightminded factory owner and 
a right-thinking attorney, Riggs be- 
ing appointed chairman. Affidavits 
of inflammatory acts by the offstage 
politician are to be presented to the 
attorney-general. 

Play’s general argument is that 
there is a fascist movement develop- 
ing in this country. hired thugs com- 
mitting sabotage. Here the local un- 
dercover group is controlled by 
senator and the editor. 
ter’s son, Tommy, is just of 


out an 


Army hospital, having been wounded | 
fur- 


and home on a short 
lough. He seemingly finds everything 
the same and becomes engaged 
Harriet, attractive teacher of mathe- 
matics at the school. 

Then pressure brought 
Riggs to resign from the committee, 
which he steadfastly refuses to do. 
Editor makes threats and is ordered 
out, then a crafty lawyer fails, too, 
although he brings in a man 
accuses Riggs of having raped 
daughter, a 1$-year-old unseen 
who was expelled from school. The 
schoolmaster is arrested, kept in 
jail over night and found paeerres 
in the morning. Tommy bitterly ex- 
claims he will leave the tow n for- 
ever but when the workers ask that 
all the 15.000 people in the plant be 
permitted to attend the funeral. the 
lad decides to stick it out and fight | 


in Sicily 


his 
girl | 


for a showdown with the fascists. 
Curtain. 

Raymond Greenleaf plays’ the 
headmaster, Riggs, a dignified. de- 
termined man too strong for the 


schemers who order him rubbed out. 


It is one of the actor’s 


the | 
Schoolmas- | 


to | 


upon 


who | 


; best perform- | 


pagne with him. Conscience horns 
in, but is promptly thrown out on his 
pants. 

Script calls for John Emery to be 
on stage almost throughout. He plays 
well enough; but on opening night 
talked through his nose, probably be- 
cause of a cold. Tamara Geva does 
nicely by the part of Leonie, although 
Joan Tetzel is more attractive as 
Jessica. David Wayne has the trying 
part of the Conscience. Lionel Mona- 
gas, the colored butler. has the 
show’s funniest line, but there aren't 
enough laughs. 
| Settings are excellent and the di- 

rection is smart enough, being by 
| David Burton, back from sean’ ita 
ee. 


| after a long stay there. 


| Play Out of Town 


Sweet °n Hot 


Los Angeles, Jan. 26. 

Leon N. Wtefflin, and Curt Moshs 
j} production of all-colored Musical revue (25 
} scenes) with sketches by Bill Nelson, Flour- 
| Noy Miller and Ran Knight songs, 
Rene and Joe Greene musical numbers 
staged by George Cunningham: sketches 

tuged by Cunningham and Arthur Silber. 
Opened at Mayan, Los Angeles, Jan, 26, 44: 
1 82.20) top 

Cast: Dorothy Dandridge, Miller and Lee 
Mabel Scott. Ndith Wilson, Leonard Reed, 
Olivette Miller, Freddie Cordon, \nise 
| Bay Marie Bryant, Al Hylton, Archie 
j Savage, Lorenzo Flournoy Trio, Hot Shots, 
| Savag Trio, Ria ma Rico Dinguerra, 
Juanita Boisseau, Bob Parrish 


The cast alone will be responsible 
| for whatever success “Sweet ‘n’ Hot” 
| may have, since the array of top- 
|notch colored talent cannot fail to 
deliver something worth seeing, al- 
though they have little to work with 
jin the way of outstanding music or 
| production. 
| Opening night performance ran to 


| four hours and presentation will 
ances, His son Tommy is exc i | benefit by considerable trimming. 
handled by Larry Hugo; Gwen An et= | Lack of showmanship is evident on 
son, as the love interest, is very S00". | part of producer with indication of 
Georgia Burke plays the colored too many fingers in the pie, all with 
maid, injecting the only comedy. a pet idea and a chance to finally 
W ich is well written and well done; try it out. Effort to have four pianos 
Rusty Lane, out of Wisconsin U.. | carry burden of music is a weak in- 


where he taught drama, is 


Je. | NOVation, the weakness being ac- 
as the sincere attorney for the work | centuated by the calibre of the music 
ers committee; Howard Smith in con- | turned out by composer Rene Otis. 
vincing as the bullying law vel for A brass section might cover up with 
Masters; latter part. too. is real | noise what the music lacks in the 
trouning by Matt Crowley The | way of melody. Lyrics are also loose 

smaller parts are as well acted as the | ang mediocre ; 
principal characterizations, the con-| Burden of the performance is car- 
tributing plavers including Lee San- ried by a few personalities who man- 
ford, Jean Castro, Paul Huber and j; age to register with the audience in 
Merle Maddern, ‘i a spite of staging handicap Dancing 
If © Dect —, does not click it will | 6 Dorothy Dandridge and Anise 
not be the fault of what seems {0 D€ | Boyer is outstanding, with the latter 
an inspired cast. Ibee plugging hard to draw an even break 
the applause. Both also have 
Peepshow | vocal numbers. with the former get- 

st Pascal production of Iv 1 ting slightly better songs 
three a i s) | ok Mabel Scott and Marie Brvant. | 
Peatures J Kmery, Tan (ie “tazed who are not nearly prominent | 
/enough in the production, make the 
+ | most of their limited appearances 
Lionel Monagas| and captivate the audience with 
Jonathan: Mallet..ceseccesecoenss John Emery | Sheer strength of personality. Miller 
His Conscience. .cecseeesesess- David Wayne! and Lee carry the comedy, making 
the most of corny dialog and stock 
| situations. The first-nighters re- 
Waiter.......... Lummis} sponded to their efforts nicely, but 
Patter: Broadie y| other comedy numbers with singing- 
Nurse.......c.cseceeecees-Eliznbeth Dewing dancing members of the cast fell a 
little flat. 

Several managers, including Gil-;| George Cunningham. who staged 


bert Miller, John C. Wilson and Al- 
fred de Liagre, Jr.. toyed with the 
idea of producing “Peepshow.” Looks 
like they were right in dropping it. 
for the tastefully set story is quite a 
doubtful entry. 

General premise may be a matter 

of opinion. It deals with a man who, 
having an affair with the wife of his | 
college chum, is accompanied by His 


believable 


the musical numbers, will have to 
work himself. and his chorus much 
harder to achieve any semblance of 
smoothness. There is no flair for the 
unusual or spectacular in his direc- 
tion. me ensemble scenes come off 
as merely a pause between specialty 
;numbers. A finer professional hand 
might tighten the show and rear- 
range it into something worthwhile, 


least partial pay. 

Conditions are somewhat different 
from those of last season. There are 
to be two men backstage, one on 
scenery and the other a carpenier. 
At least one union member must be 
used in the boxoffice. There are to 
be a press agent and manager, each 
to get $75, instead of the scale, which 
is $165 and $115 minimum on Broad- 


way. A house manager is also re- 
quired uptown, but not at the Stu- 
dio. 

Equity people are to be paid at} 
the rate of rehearsal pay, which 
starts after the fifth day of rehear- 


sals, and there must be 
weeks of performances. 
pay is $20 per week. 


BLOOMINGDALE SET AS 
TAMMANY TREASURER 


For the first time an active Broad- 


at 
Rehearsal 


Tammany post, Alfred Blooming- 
dale, scion of the department store 
family, being the new treasurer of 
the New York Democratic political 


organization. 

Bloomingdale's first major show 
venture was the-production of “High 
Kickers” with George Jessel, He is 


reputed to be the principal investor 
in the Shuberts’ “Ziegteld Follies” 
(Imperial), same applying to “Allah 
Be Praised,” musical now in rehear- 
sal. 

At the turn of the 
was a theatrical firm consisting of 
Pat Sullivan, Sam H. Harris and A. 
H. Woods. First named was a broth- 
er of “Big Tim” Sullivan. latter at 


century there 


one time owning the Savoy theatre 
with Frank Farrell, also a Tam- 
;manyite. Harris later teamed with 


Times-Herald, and Howard Brown- 
ing. ex-head of the OWI branch im 
Philadelphia. 

Miss Webb, who was for nearly a 
quarter of a century woman’s editor 
of the Times-Herald, will head the 


Press, in Hollywood to write special 
features on film names, 

Herbert Mayes is writing a mys- 
tery cook book. Every recipe vill 
have one important ingredient miss- 


least two} 


way producer has been named to a} 


| 


| George M. Cohan and Woods turned | 


producer 
Later 


on his own. 


“Big Tim” Sullivan 


ducers of burlesque shows. They 
built the Dewey theatre in 14th 
Street, N. Y., which in that era vied | 


with Miner's and the London 
Bowery and Miner's Eighth 


, on the! 
Avenue 


York. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“A Highland Fling’—George Ab- 
bott. 

“Bright Boy” — Arthur J. Beck- 
harat. 

“Mrs. Kimball Presents” — Ted 
Gerken, Joe Chandler. 

“Nathan the Wise” (revival)— 
Studio Theatre, 

“Allah Be Praised” — Alfred 
Bloomingdale. 

“Plans For Tomorrow” — Richard 
Myers. 

“Follow the Girls’ — David J. 
Wolper. 

“Thank You Svoboda” — Milton 
Baron. 


“Right Next to Broadway”—Paul 
K. Paley, ‘ 


but it is doubtful if the present staff 
will be able to do more than cut 
some of the obviously weak spots 
and leave it to time to straighten out 


the other faults. Joel, 


formed | 
partnership With Dave Kraus as pro- 


| 


as top burlesque showcases in New! 


ing. 

department of femme news in Path-! John Woolfenden sold Collier's a 
finder. Browning, who will fill a} story about Robert Watson, who 
sub-editor’s post on the news week-| specializes in Hitler roles on the 

ly, was at one time a_ Pittsburgh | screen. 
Sun-Telegraph editor. | Louis Bromfield’s newest novel, 
Pathfinder, just a half century old,;"“What Became of Anna _ Bolton?”, 
noW published by Graham Patterson, | will be published next month by 

Philly mag head. Editorial offices re- | Harper. 
main in Washington. John McCaffrey new fiction ed 
oe American. Henry La Cossit shifts 


Shortages Cue Pitt Ad Cuts over to Collier's, same firm, as man- 
Only theatrical advertising, limited | @8ing ed. 
to two columns, is permitted in the} _ Beth Brown’s latest book, “All 
new Saturday morning edition of the} Dogs Go to Heaven,” is about ready 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, a Paul! for release via Frederick Fell, Inc., 
Block daily. Saturday paper is! Publisher 


limited to 12 pages and not an inch| . Ketti Frings sold “Does the Bobo- 


of display space, except the theatre link Still Sing?, tale of a song- 
directories, appears in the weekend | Writer in Hollywood, to Woman's 
miniature. Paid death notices and| Home Companion. 
1; 9 
church ads are also allowed. | Leon Surmelian’s novel, “Prelude 
Dozen page format was made nec-| tO Life,” with a preface by William 
essary by newsprint shortage. Pitts- | Saroyan, will be published early in 
burgh’s only morning daily began| 1945 by E. P. Dutton. ; 
rationing advertising several months | Dr. Carlos R. C. Martin, chief of 


ago and has since further curtailed | | Diaros gen iados, largest newspaper 
space in every department. Smoky | | chain in Latin America, looking over 
City’s other two dailies, Press and | Production of war pictures in Holly- 
Sun-Telegraph, had put in motion! 
plans for rationing but abandoned Eddie Cantor writing additional 
them when they found they weren't chapters of his autobiography. bef 
going to be as hard hit as originally | Lfe aa Tm Sour Hands,” first pub: 
expected. ~ | lished in 1928, for reissue by Harper 
& Bros. 
UP’s Albany War Losses Fayvelle Schulman, PM’s publicity 


manager, and former assistant direc- 
tor of publicity and special features 
at statiog WMCA, N. Y.. has left the 
to marry Maurice Mermey, 


The United Press Albany Bureau | 
has lost 11 men to the armed forces, 
the last being Ed Hogan, 


who previ- | paper 


ously worked for Schenectady and | public relations counsellor. 

Troy papers. One of UP’s former! The p.a. of Louis Bromfield. Clif- 
Albany men, Donald Coe, is now] ton Fadiman, Col. Carlos Romulo 
correspondent of the organization in | and Fannie Hurst at a War Bond 
Algiers and is also a Blue network | sales rally in the opera house of the 
reporter. | Henry W. Kiel auditorium in St. 


Louis Wednesday (2) drew.a mob of 


. } 
UP is currently employing some | 


3.000 that purchased a total of 
nang in the Albany bureau. Kirt- | 512,514 of bonds. The authors auto- 
land King, new president of the Leg- | graphed their latest novels for the 
|islative Correspondents’ Association, | purchasers. 
is UP chief in Albany. Charles Jackson, radio writer ac- 

—_—— tive on Columbia Workshop and 
Apprise S. A. of Newsprint Cuts | Other network shows, hit the stalls 
CIAA is spreading the word of the, With his first novel, “Lost Wex kend.” 
U. S. newsprint cuts to the Latin| last week, gagnering rave reviews in 
American countries, pointing out|Sunday’s N. Y. Times and N. Y. 
that the biggest papers are the hard-| Herald Trib. book sections Nove 
est hit. depicts five-day binge of principa 
Example is quoted of the New| Character but is understood to have 
York Daily News, which normally| "0 connection with auihor’s radio 
uses 160,000 tons a year: Chicago acquaintances. 
Tribune, 120,000 tons a year, and| Pvt. Joe Jones’ realistic and often 


New York Times, 89.000 tons a year,| Whimsical weekly reports on his first 


being slashed by 24°. Overall news-| Year in the Army are to be brought 
print cut this year is estimated at) Ut in book form by Harpers in the 
1,250,000 tons below the 1941 fig- spring. Jones’ letters were pub- 
ures, unless the Canadian wood pulp lished in the Chapel Hill (N.C.) 
situation continues to improve. Weekly. Jones used to be right hand 
man on the weekly newspaper at 
Supplemental Newsprint Chapel Hill. He’s the husband of 
Publishers of daily newspapers | Betty Smith Jones, author of the 
have been given a supplemental | Pest seller, “A Tree Grows 2 
newsprint quota to cover Leap Year Brooklyn. 
Day, Feb. 29. 


WPB estimated that an extra 5,954 
tons would be needed to print the 
additional issues. 


‘Patriots’ $12,300, Cleve. 
Cleveland, Feb. 8. 


“Patriots.” with Walter Hampden 
and Julie Haydon, did okay at Hanna 


Look Looks to Humor 7 

Look mag working out a new pic- esley prize-winner 

ture experiment, and has hired Fred | with $12.- 
Sparks, m.e. of Parade, the Marshall | " 


| 300 for eight performances at $2.00 
Field newspaper supplement, to aid | top, 
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Sons’ Down But Still Tops 
Chi; All Biz Good; ‘Ladies’ 


Chicago, Feb. 8 + 


A steady briskness prevails at all 
boxoffices. “Sons o’ Fun” is down to 
$40,000 but still the top grosser of 
town. “Oklahoma” continues a sell- 
out with $30,000 at the Erlanger. 
Three attractions are pulling out 
within the next few weeks. “Sons” 
and “3 Is a Family” complete their 
Jocal runs on Feb. 26 and “Good 
Night Ladies” has announced its last 
performance here for March 11 at 
conclusion of 100 weeks at the Black- 

tone, 
. Marty May succeeded Ole Olsen in 
“Sons” Sunday (6). “Something for 
the Boys.” with Joan Blondell in the 
Ethel Merman role. is due at the 
Civic Opera House Feb. 29. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Good Night, Ladies,” Blackstone 
(95th week) (1,200: $2.75). Gained 
some to reach $13,500. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Harris (39th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Continues to hold 
around $17,000. 

“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (12th week) 
(1.400: $3.85). Sellout $30,000. 

“3 Is a Family,” Civic (12th week) 
(900: $2.75). Satisfactory $9,600. 

“Sons o’ Fun,” Civic Opera House 
(5th week) (3,600: $3.30). Still town’s 
top grosser with $40,000. 


“Tomorrow the World,” Selwyn 
(13th week) (1,000; $2.75). Slight 
gain to $15,500. 

“Unexpected Honeymoon,” Great 


Northern (11th week) (1,400; $2.75). 
Two-for-ones keeping it around 
$9.000. 


Youmans’ Revue 126, 
Revised in Toronto; 
Replacements for Hub 


Toronto, Feb. 8. 


Vincent Youmans’ “Fiesta,” title 
now changed to “Ballet Revue,” 
grossed fair $12.000 here with Royal 
Alexandra (1,525), scaled at $3 top. 
Opus went through plenty of doctor- 
ing here with Youmans up through- 
out the week and wielding the 
scissors to cut the four-hour show 
down to 140 minutes. 

The Eric Hatch story and the 
actors are out and piece is now 
mainly ballet, with Nestor Chayres, 
Mexican tenor, in for the first act, 
and Olga Coelho, soprano-guitarist, 
in on second. Previous to change, 
they were interspersed throughout. 
Apart from Leonide Massine’s and 
Eugene-von Grona’s ballets, only act 
retained is Frank Paris’ puppets, one 
of the hits of the show. 

Jean Sebastian arrived here for re- 
hearsals prior to the two weeks’ en- 
gagement at the Shubert, Boston, 
where Imogene Coca will catch the 
cast. Troupe then hopes to hit New 
York. Press notices here were not 
encouraging. Weekly nut is now 
$16,000, according to Youmans, but 
he hopes to pare it next week an- 
other grand. Three rows of seats 
were ripped out of the orchestra, and 
part of the musicians were ensconced 
in the lower boxes. 

Opening night saw curtain ringing 
up at 9:45 after troupe and scenery 
had been held up at Buffalo with 
border immigration trouble. Orches- 
tra, under Max Goberman, managed 
to get through but-nine of the cast 
were turned back. with Youmans 
telling them to meet the show in 
Boston the following week. Gober- 
man, on opening night, played the 
entire score, with Chayres and Miss 
Coelho pinch-hitting. Audience sat 
through to the accompaniment of 
backstage hammering once scenery 
and props arrived. 


‘KISS’ SMASH $20,000 
IN 1ST PITTSBURGH WK. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 8. 

“Kiss and Tell” turned in a smash- 
ing gross for first of its two weeks at 
Nixon. Playing at $2.75 top. comedy 
£ot around $20,000, going absolutely 
clean final five performances. 

Good advance sale for 
stanza but will have to 
match opening figures. 


closing 
hurry to 


ROAD’ WOW $14,000 
IN-12TH BUFFALO DATE 


Buffalo, Feb. 8. 

“Tobacco Road,” in 12th engage- 
ment at the Erlanger last week at | 
$1.65 top, nailed sensational, nearly 
$14.000. 

Figure guaranteed to transform 
present billing of farewell tour into 
return engagement. 


‘Abie’ 1436, N. H. 


: New Haven, Feb. 8. 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” plucked a sen- 
sational approximate $14,500 from 


Shubert playgoers here last week 
(31-5) on eight shows at $2.20 top. 

Current last half (10-12) has the 
Katherine Dunham “Tropical Revue” 
in for four shows. 


Current Road Shows 


(Feb. 9-19) 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” (list Co.)—Lo- 
cust Street, Philadelphia (9-19). 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” (2d Co.)—Be- 
lasco, Los Angeles (9-19). 


“Arsenic and Old Lace”’—Lanier 
Auditorium, Montgomery, Ala. (10); 
Erlanger, Atlanta (11-12); City Audi- 
torium, Savannah (14-15); Audito- 
rium, Augusta (16); Auditorium, Co- 
lumbia, S. C. (17); Carolina, Char- 
lotte, N. C. (18); Auditorium, Ashe- 
ville, N. C. (19). 


“Blackouts of 1944” (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (9-19). 


“Blithe Spirit’—Curran, San Fran- 
cisco (9-19). 


“Blossom Time” (lst Co.)—David- 
son, Milwaukee (9-12); Auditorium, 
Hastings, Neb. (14); Auditorium, 
Denver (15-16); Pueblo Auditorium, 
Pueblo, Col. (17). 


“Blossom Time” (2d Co.)—Ryman 
Auditorium, Nashville. (9); Bijou, 
Knoxville (10); Memorial Audito- 
rium, Chattanooga (11); Temple, 
Birmingham (12); Lanier Audito- 
rium, Montgomery (14); High 
School Auditorium, Baton. Rouge 
(15); Municipal Auditorium, New 
Orleans (16); Municipal Auditorium, 


Shreveport (17); City Auditorium, 
Jackson, Miss. (18); Auditorium, 
Memphis (19). 

“Corn Is Green”—Senior High 


School Auditorium, Sacramento (9); 
College of the Pacific University, 
Stockton, Cal. (10); Civic Audito- 
rium, Fresno (11); Municipal Audi- 
torium, Long Beach (12); Biltmore, 
Los Angeles (13-19). 


“Curtain Time” (vaude)—Curran, 
San Francisco (9-19). 

“Doughboys” (2d Co.)—Cass, De- 
troit (9-19), 

“Doughboys” (3d Co.)—Schenec- 
tady (9); Bushnell Auditorium, Hart- 
ford (10-12); Metropolitan, Provi- 
dence (14); Memorial Auditorium, 
Worcester (15); Court Square, 
Springfield (16); Lyric, Bridgeport 
(17); Playhouse, Wilmington (18-19). 

“Ballet Revue” (Youmans)—Bos- 
ton Opera House, Boston (9-19). 

“Good Night, Ladies”—Blackstone, 
Chicago (9-19), 

“Icecapades”—Arena, New Haven 
(9-12); Hershey Sports Arena, Her- 
shey, Pa. (15-19). 

“Ice Follies of 1944”—Forum, Mon- 


treal (9-13); Boston Garden, Boston 
(15-19), 


“Jacobowsky and the Colonel”’— 
Plymouth, Boston (9-12); Walnut, 
Philadélphia (13-19). 

“Janie” — Shubert Lafayette, De- 
troit (9-19). 

“Junior Miss”—Orpheum, Phoenix 
(9); Rialto, Tucson (10); Plaza, El 
Paso (11); Majestic, Fort Worth (14); 
Melba, Dallas (i5); Paramount, Aus- 
tin (16); Texas, San Antonio (17); 
Music Hall, Houston (18); City Audi- 
torium, Beaumont (19). 

“Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)—Harris 
Chicago (9-19). 


“Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—Nixon, 


Pittsburgh (9-12); Cox, Cincinnati| 
(13-19). 

“Kiss and Tell” (4th Co.)—Port- 
land, Oregon (8-11); Strand, Van- 


couver, B. C. (14-16); Royal Victoria, 
Victoria (18-19). 


averaging 


‘Aldrich Family’ 101,G 
In Profitable St. Louis 


St. Louis, Feb. 8. 

Although biz at the legit b.o. 
wicket slumped a trifle last week, 
Clifford Goldsmith’s “The Aldrich 
Family” (ex-“What a Life!”) got out 
of town with a small profit. The 
piece, presented nine times in one 
week at the American theatre, wound 
up its local engagement Saturday 
(5) with an estimated $10,500. The 
1,700-seat house was scaled to $2.20. 
House dark for the next two weeks 
but relights Monday (21) with 
Katherine Dunham's “Tropical Re- 
vue” for one week. 


WOW 
BOSTON 


Boston, Feb. 8. 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,” 
Theatre Guild show at the Plymouth, 
opened Jan. 30 at the Plymouth 
(Colonial, Guild’s usual haunt here, 
still undergoing extensive repair) to 
a sellout and continues to hit the 
ceiling in its second week now cur- 
rent. Equally hot in town are “Rosa- 


sults so far, and the Gilbert and 
Sullivan Co., which finished a fine 
fortnight’s stand Sunday (6), to make 
way for Vincent Youman’s “Ballet 
Revue,’ now current at the Opera 
House. “Family Carnovsky” doing 
fine, meanwhile, at the Copley. 
“Thank You Svoboda” follows at the 
Plymouth on the 17th. 


Estimates for Last Week 

“Family Carnovsky,”’ Copley (1,200; 
$2.75). Yiddish (Maurice Schwartz) 
attraction well received for esti- 
mated $7,500, okay. Final week un- 
der way. 

Gilbert and Sullivan Co., Opera 
House (3,500: $2.75). Second week, 
including Sunday _ performances, 
touching $18,000 estimated. swell. 
“Ballet Revue’ opened here Monday 
2 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,” 
Plymouth (1.424: $2.75). Guild show 
a wow draw following raves all 
around and a sellout for two-week 
stand; around $15,000 overall, maybe 
higher. Last week current. 

“Rosalinda,” Shubert (1,500; $2.75). 
Close to $20.000, second week, sold 
out for fortnight run first days; to re- 
main until March, reported. 


“ABIE’ $10,500, DIGS IN 
FOR ANOTHER L.A. RUN 


Los Angeles, Feb. 8. 

Fair to excellent grosses are being 
registered by local legit presenta- 
tions. All houses, with exception of 
Biltmore, which was dark for one 
week, are keeping stage lights bright. 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” brought in for 
two weeks, will now run indefinitely 
due to big takeoff. Show hit $10,500 
estimate on the first week and should 
do the same this stanza. Biltmore 
brings in “The Corn Is Green” Feb. 
14 for one week. Last week of 
“Junior Miss,’ its second, copped 
$12,000. 

All-colored revue, “Sweet ’n’ Hot,” 
at the Mayan has estimated $10,000 
in sight after $12,500 the first week. 
“Blackouts of 1944” at the El Capitan 
bounced its regular $14,500 for 84th 
week and will catch the same this 
week. “Yours for Fun” is paying off 
at the Music Box, hitting better than 
$10,000 on the 14th week with equal 
prospects this stanza. “New Meet the 
People” at the Assistance League is 
regular $3,000 on 28th 


week. 
Ray Bourbon’s “Insults of °44” at 
the Playtime. 308-seater in Holly- 


wood, is rolling into third week and 


Detroit, Feb. 8. 
Another good week was registered 


“Life With Father” (2d Co.)— 
Ford’s, Baltimore (9-12); National, 
Washington (13-19). 

“Oklahoma” (2d Co.) — Erlanger, 
Chicago (9-19). . 

“Patriots” — Hartman, Columbus, | 


|} Ohio (9); English, Indianapolis (10-| 


12); Parkway, 
(14-15); 
19). 

“Rosalinda”—-Shubert, Boston (9- | 
19). } 

“Three's a Family” — Civic, Chi-| 
cago (9-19). 

“Tropical Revue’—Memorial Au-| 
ditorium, Worcester, Mass. (9); Shu- | 
bert, New Haven (10-12); Nixon, | 
Pittsburgh (13-19). 

“Something for the Boys’’—Forest, | 
Philadelphia (9-12); Ford’s Baltimore 
(13-19). 

“Sons of Fun” — Civic Opera 
House, Chicago (9-19). 

“Thank You, Svoboda” — Ply- 
mouth, Boston (17-19). 

“Student Prince”—National, Wash- 
ington (9-12); Forest, Philadelphia 
(13-19). 

“Tobacco Road” — Royal Alexan- 
dra, Toronto (9-12); Hanna, Cleve- 
land (13-19). 

“Tomorrew the World” (2d Co.)— 
Selwyn, Chicago (9-19). 


Wisconsin 
(16- 


Madison, 
Davidson, Milwaukee 


along the rialto here. with “Life With 
Father.” making its third visit for a 
total of 15 weeks. tucking in $17,500 


!at $2.20 top weex at the Cass 
The one-week visit was followed 
Sunday by “Doughgirls” set in for 


two weeks. 
In the first nine days at the Lafay- 


ette. “Janie” got off to a good start 
with $11.500 garnered following the 
Friday opening he $1.65 top it’s 


At 4 
nit 


due for an indefinite run. 


‘Corn’ 1746 in 6 Shows, 


Frisco, ‘Curtain Time’ 19G | (repeat date) (R-3,000; $1.65). 


San Francisco, Feb. 8. 
“Corn Is Green’ (Geary) with 
Ethel Barrymore took two days off 
last week, Monday and Tuesday, but 
ended up with an attractive $17,500, 
almost tops for six performances in 
the small house at popular prices. 
“Curtain Time” continued on its 
$19,000 per as usual. 


“Prince” $19,800, Wash. 
Washington. Feb. 8. 
With a Sunday night opening, “The 
Student Prince” collected $19,800 in 
its first nine performances at the Na- 
tional theatre. 


lind,” here for a stay. to judge by re- | 


There are 35 theatres with legit 
attractions on Broadway currently, 
and although there are sure to be 
withdrawals, there is a tendency 
among producers to set back activity 
until assured of booking. Business 
was slightly off, especially last mid- 
week, but grosses continued big last 
week and the weekend saw the main 
stem jammed. 

“Mexican Hayride” jumped 
list leadership, as expected, getting 
capacity all performances with the 
limit of standees. Several runners- 
up are getting capacity, too, but 
“Hayride” hopped to the top because 
it’s the only show at $5.50 top. “Wall- 
flower” looks like it has a very good 
chance. Other newcomers, except 
“Cherry Orchard,” are in doubt. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“A Connecticut Yankee,” Beck 
(12th week) (M-1,214; $4.40). Slipped 
last week with takings approximat- 
ing $20,000; still revised revival is 
among list’s better things. 

“Angel Street,” Golden (113th 
week) (D-789; $3.30). Went off, too, 
as did many shows last week but 
approached $11,000, plenty okay for 
this one. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace,” Hudson 
(16lst week) (CD-1,094: $3.30). With 
Sundays added, this stayer can go 


along indefinitely and last week 
again approximated $12,000. 
“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (10th 


week) (O-1,900: $4.40). Bit off from 
previous week, mostly at Wednesday 
matinee, when many attractions 
dipped but got big $44,500. 

“Decision,” Belasco (1st week) (D- 
1,097: $3.30). Opened last midweek; 
drew divided press; better line on 
chances this week. 

“Early to Bed,” Broadhurst (34th 
week) (M-1,160; $4.40). Holding to 
very good grosses which occasionally 
vary; last week’s takings dipped to 
around $22,500. 

“Harriet,” Miller (41st week) (D- 
940: $3.85). Will probably round out 
a year’s run; rated around $14,000; 
plays three matinees weekly, Mon- 
day nights being out. 

“Jackpot” Alvin (3d week) (M- 
1,327: $4.40). Did quite well, with 
gross approximating $25,500; at that 
level new musical turns good operat- 
ing profit. 

“Janie,” Mansfield (73d week) (C- 


1,001: $2.20). Announced for road 
after another week; has made ex- 
cellent run and will play eastern 
keys before film release; rated 
around $7,000. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (46th 
week) (C-920; $3.30). Dipped last 


week and quoted around $14.600; 
plenty for this hit. which will soon 
pass the year’s run mark. 

“Life With Father,’ Empire (46th 
week) (C-920; $3.30). Eased off with 
field last week but run leader still 
packed away a profitable week; over 
$14.500 quoted. 

“Lovers and Friends,” Plymouth 
(10th week) (D-1,075; $3.85). Has 
been up in big money from start; 
somewhat off last week but plenty 
okay around $21,000. 

“Mexican Hayride,” Winter Garden 
(Ist week) (M-1,523:; $5.50). Broad- 
way’s new leader; standees of 100 
and more all performances and the 
gross topped $46,000. 

“Oklahoma,” St. James (45th week) 
(M-1,520; $4.40). Sells out all the 
time and limit of standees alway: 
present; “miracle” musical gets $30,- 
600 weekly. 

“One Touch cf Venus,” 46th Street 
(18th week) (M-1,347: $440). An- 


In Week at Detroit cannot hold more; $34,500. 


other sock success; slightly less here 
than when at Imperial because house 


“Over 21,” Music Box (5th week) 
(C-1,001; $3.30). Aimed for cleanup; 
|newer laugh show plays to stande¢ 


|nightly and getting around $19.500 
weekly. 

“Peepshow,” Fulton (1st week) (C- 
948: $3.30). Opened late last week; 
notices not so good and chances !ook | 
doubtful 

“Ramshackle Inn,” Royale (5th 


week) (CD-996; $3.30). Continues at 
promising gait, with estimated gross 
last week around $13,500, much 
ter than expected 

“Suds in Your Eye,” Forrest (4th 
week) (C-1,060; $3.30). Eased off last 
week and takings dipped under $8.- 
500: betters even break at that level. 

“Stars on Ice,” Center (79th week) 
Went 
| up last week with gross quoted over 
| $28,000, despite Sonja Henie’s ice 
show at Madison Square Garden. 

“Take It As It Comes.” 48th Street 
(C-909: $3.30). Presented by Armin 
L. Robinson; written by E. B. Mor- 
ris; first announced as “The Blivens”; 
opens tomorrow (10). 

“The Doughgirls,” Lyceum (58th 
week) (C-997; $3.30). Standing up 
to virtual capacity despite long run 
and likely to be present next season: 
nearly $17,000. 

“The Voice of the Turtle,’ Morosco 
(9th week) (CD-995; $3.85). Three- 
person comedy real sock success with 


into} 


bet- | 


B’way Continues Big; ‘Hayride’ Tops 
List at $46,000, ‘Wallflower’ Has Good 
Chance at $14,000, ‘Orchard’ $14,000 


standees all times and the gross 
nearly $22,000. 

“Tomorrow the World,” Barrymore 
(43d week) (D-1,064; $3.30). Went 
off last week but approximated $15,- 
000. okay for this stage of run. 

“The Duke in Darkness,” Play- 
house ‘(D-865; $3.30). Final and third 
| week; costume play started modestly 
i and did not climb amidst tough com- 
petition; around $5,000. 

“The Two Mrs. Carrolls,” Booth 
(27th week) (R-712; $3.30). One of 
the top draws on list: selling out 
right along, with takings approxi- 
mately $14,500. 

“3 Is a Family,” Longacre (39th 
week) (C-1,018; $3.30). Somewhat 
‘under estimated previous week, when 
$11,000 was claimed, and same figure 
applied last week. 

“Wallflower,” Cort (3d week) (D- 
1,064; $3.30). First full week quoted 
around $14,000; new laugh show in- 
dicated to have very good chance. 

“Winged Victory,” 44th Street (12th 
week) (D-1,509; $4.40). Has been 
selling out all performances and 
should approximate that pace until 
end of run; over $37,000. 

“Ziegfeld Follies,” Imperial (45th 
week) (R-1,327; $4.40). Change in 
houses has not materially affected 
pace; capacity here less than Win- 
ter Garden; $35,000. 

REVIVALS 

“Merry Widow,” Majestic (27th 
week) (Q-1,695; $3.30). Went off last 
week like most others but count was 

around $25,000, plenty profitable. 

“Othello,” Shubert (15th week) 
(D-1,325; $3.30). Demand in agencies 
not so keen as before holidays but 
still selling out; $24,000. 

“The Cherry Orchard,” National 
(lst week) (D-1,154; $3.30). Not as 
strong as opening week’s pace; about 
$14,000, and looks okay here. 

RETURN 

“Porgy and Bess,” City Center (O- 
2.693; $2.20). Back for another re- 
peat (played 44th Street early in fall 
for limited time); in for two weeks 
but may stay longer. 

Gilbert and Sullivan, Ambassador 
(O-1,105; $3.30). Has been prosper- 
ing on the road under direction of 
R. H. Burnside; starts Friday (11). 


Dunham Dance Revue 
Sensational $24,200, 
Philly; ‘Boys’ $30,000 


Philadelphia, Feb. 8. 

Sensational biz turned in by the 
Katherine Dunham “Tropical Revue” 
in its second and final session at the 
Locust was easily the highlight of 
the local legit picture last week. 

Dance revue, gaining by reports of 
its spiciness and stories of its cen- 
sorship up in Boston, bounced up to 
$24,200 in its getaway session here, 
amazing with only a‘$2.85 top. Mat- 
inee attendance didn’t measure up to 
nights but even the afternoon per- 
formance built in last week. Nobody 
ever figured the Dunham revue as 
such a b.o. draw here, but there’s no 
doubt but that it could have stayed 
easily another couple of weeks. 

Week's leader was again “Some- 
thing for the Boys.” which in its 
fourth stanza at the Forrest got 
nearly $30,000, plenty good although 
not as unusual as “Tropical Revue” 
considering big Ethel Merman musi- 
leal has a $3.99 top as against other 
| show $2.85 
| “The Doughgirls” got $15,000 in its 
|sixth and final week at the Walnut 
| and departed to play a split week 


upstate though house is dark this 
week and the Max Gordon produc- 
tion could easily have turned in a 
profitable seventh week. 


“PORGY’ NEAT $17,800 
IN WEEK AT BALTO 


Baltimore, Feb. 8. 

Making a quick return to Ford's 
|last week, “Porgy and Bess” hung 
|up a pleasing $17,800. Take on last 
} visit. earlier in season, reached over 
| $22,000. 

Current is the Harry Bannister- 
| June Walker company of “Life With 
| Father” to good advance. 


“Blossom Time” SRO 10G, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Feb. 8. 
“Blossom Time,” playing annual 
return engagement of four perform- 
ances at the English (1,500) Feb. 3, 
4. 5. was completely sold out in ad- 
vance of opening. 
Take was $10,000 at $2.75 top. 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE. 1830 
Play Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 
25 West 45th Street. New York 


811 West 7th Street, Lo« Angeles 


11 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| | | 
| au 
| an 
| | | ii 
| | 
i | | | 
| | 
| | | | 
| | i 
i 
. | | a 
| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | | 
| 
| | — | | 
| 
| 
| Neat $17,500 | 
| 
| 
$2.50 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 9, 1911 


| Mutual 
| killed 


OBITUARIES | 


YVETTE GUILBERT 

Yvette Guilbert. 76, French singer 
and actress, died in France Feb. 3. 
Death was reported via Vichy radio. 

Mile. Guilbert. credited with cre- 
ating the diseuse genre, the talker 
or interpreter as well as the singer, 
was the rage of Paris at the height 
of her career. She had also toured 
extensively in foreign countries, in- 
cluding seven times in the U. S. be- 
tween 1895 and 1922. 

Born in Paris, she was working in 


a department store there when a 


newspaperman advised her to study 
for the stage. After her Parisian 
triumphs, she appeared in London, 


where she was equaliy successful in 


1894. The following vear she was 
brought to the U. S. by the late 
Oscar Hammerstein at the then- 
unheard-of salary of $4,000 a week 


for four weeks and was headlined on 
the opening bill of Hammerstein's 
Olympia theatre, N. Y. She came 
back the following year to appear at 
Koster & Bial’s music hall. It was 
on this visit that she met Dr. Max 


Schiller, theatrical manager, whom 
she married a year later. 

*“ Mile. Guilbert returned to America 
gain in 1906 with Albert Chevalier. 


delineator of charactér songs, for an 
extended American tour. Her next 


American appearances were in 1909, 
when she appeared at the Belasco, 

Mile. 
from 1915 to 
years operated a 
the Hotel Majestic 
made her a chevalier 
of Honor. 


Guilbert lived in New York 
1922, and for three 
dramatic school at 
here. France 
of the Legion 


ALBERT C. HAYDEN 
Albert Courtney Hayden, Sr.. for 
35 vears head of Musicians Local 161 


of Washington. died at his home 
there last week. He retired in 1941 
after serving for 20 years on the 


International Executive Board of the 


AFM. He was made an honorary 
life member one year ago. 
In 1921 he gave up his musical 


activities to assume fuli time duties 
as president of the Musicians union. 
He had served as president for 15 
years before that. He played the 
tuba and string bass with the first 
Washington Symphony orchestra, 
Meyer Davis and Jan Garbet’s or- 
chestras. He also plaved in the Na- 
tional Guard band and_ Soldier's 
home band. 


DONALD DIXON 
Donald Dixon, 31, product 


ion chief. 


at KDKA, Pittsburgh. Pa. was 
killed Feb. 6 when a taxi in which 
he was returning from a War Bond 
rally in Monnessen, Pa., ran into 
a safety zone pillar. 

The a cab driver, John Gratton. 


who received serious internal injur- 


ies, said another car forced him into 
the safety zone. 

Dixon joined the staff of KDKA 
in 1937 after his graduation from 
Penn State College and moved to 
WCAE as production manager two 
years ago. He had only returned to 
his new KDKA post last week. 

Survived by widow and _ infant 
daughter. 

WILL B. JOHNSTONE 

Will B. Joh tone, 62, cartor t 
for N. Y. World-Telegram, who sne- 
cialized in political satire and lam- 
pooning of current events, died at 
West Palm Beach Fla., Feb. 6 

Besides his art work, which in- 
cluded oil paintings as well as car- 
tooning, Johnstone wrote Ivrics foi 
more than 20 stage and screen pro- 
ductions. He also wrote book an 
Ivrics for “Ill Say She Is,” avhich 
served an initial legit vehicle for the 
Marx Brothers in 1924 
Johnstone, who lived n East 


Orange, N. J.. had gone to Florida 
for his health. His w 
daughter and two brothers 


idow, 
survive 


BOWLES 
82, 


GEORGE 
George Bowles, 
cago theatrical manager and 
agent. diced at h 
of Tahiti, advices re- 
ceived by friends in Chicago. fe 
had lived on the French i 
his retirement from 
13 years ago. 
He was in Paris for 


veteran, 
press 
home on at land 


according to 


since 
business 


sland 


show 


many years as 


D. W. Griffith’s European represent- 
ative and handled the European 
rights of the film “Birth of a Na- 
tion.” 

ERNIE STANTON 

Ernie Stanton, 53, brother and 
partner of Val Stanton, died in Oak- 
land, Cal., Feb. 7. on his way to a 
hospital after collapsing in a res- | 
taurant. 

Val and Ernie Stanton had been 


a standard comedy and dancing act 


newscaster was 
crash in the 


network 
Feb. 3 in an air 
Marshall Islands. 
Details in Radio section. 
PHILIP BOUDINI 
Philip A. D'Agostino, 58. known 
professionally as Philip Boudini, old- 


is uncertain, 


for years. - Act had been playing at time vaude accordionist, died in 
Orpheum theatre, Oakland, | when Wallingford, Conn., Feb. 3. Widow, | 
Stanton was stricken. Val Stanton a daughter and two brothers sure | 
accompanied brother to the 

hospital and then returned to the 

theatre and gave a solo perform- Mother of Helen Hoerle died in| 
New York Jan. 31. Being on the! 

Besides his brother, widow also_ Coast ahead of “The Corn is Green” | 
re | Miss Hoerle was unable to attend | 

the funeral. 
HAROLD FRASER-SIMSON 

Harold Fraset’-Simson, 65, com- Andrew Shearer, 80 years old,! 
poser of musical comedies, died at father of actress Norma Shearer and | 
his home Daleross Castle, Inver- Douglas Shearer, film recorder, died | 
ness, England, Jan. 19 following @ Feb, 7 in Los Angeles. 
fall, | 

Originally a ship owner, he took) James E. Smith, 55, member of 
to writing ballads then musicals. 20th-Fox wardrobe staf¥ since it was 
most popular of which was “The! organized, dropped dead on the lot 
Maid of the Mountains,” which had} Feb, 3 of a heart attack. 


a long run during the last year. Also 
wrote music for A. A. Milne’s six 
children’s books, “When We Were 
Very Young” and the Christmas 
play “Toad of Toad Hall.” and adap- 
tation of Kenneth Graham's book, 
“The Wind in the Willows.” 


JOE GALLAGHER 


The Swallows”) gained him inter: 
nationtal fame, died Jan. at the 
American-British hospital, Mexico 
City. 

Burial was in the Spanish ceme-| 
tery, Mexico City, under auspices of 
the Mexican Society of Composers 
and Publishers of Music. Musicians 
union band played his top composi- 
tions at the funeral. 


EMMY PICKFORD 
Emmy Pickford, member of the 
vaude and musical comedy acrobatic 
team, the Pickfords, died Feb. 5 at | 
the Meadowbrook hospital, Hemp- |} 
stead, L. I, N. Y., after 


short ill- | 


ness. | 


Mrs. Pickford and her 
John, came from England in 
and played the major 
in adidtion to several Shubert mu-} 
sicals. 


1914 


DICK KNOWLES 
Richard (Dick) Knowles, 
at his home in Brooklyn, 
day (4) of pneumonia. 
big time vaudevillian, having been 
straight man for a number of come- 
had been out of show busi- 
ness for around four years. 
Deceased was of the team 
Knowles and (May) White, his 
survives. 


54, 
last Fri- 
Formerly. a 


ha 
Llidiis, 


widow who 
VICTOR WANDRE 

d’Andre, 74, husband 
of the late Anna Pavlowa, 
died in London Feb. 6. He was a 
wealthy landowner in Russia when 
he met the dancer. Under: his man- 
agement she rose to international 
fame. He frequently served as 
companist for her after their 
1914. Mme. Pavlowa 


V ctor 


manager 


and 


ac- 
mar- 
riage in died 
in 1931. 

MOORE 
Moore 


film 


HARRY 
Harry 


and 


HOLDEN 
Holden. 76, veteran 
actor, died Feb. 4 at 
he Motion Picture Relief Fund's 
country home. 

Prior to picture work he 
in stage plays and heacied own stock 
for a number of 


leg It 


company years, 


FRED B. MILLER 
Fred B. Miller, 62, manager 
Great Lakes theater, 
home in Detroit. He formerly 
the Loyal theater and 
manager of the Dexter 
theaters. 
Widow 


his 
owned 

also was 
and Irving 


died at 


and two children survive. 


ARCH BOWLES 
Arch Bowles, 54. general manager 
of Fox West Coast theatres, died Feb. | 


vaude houses 


died | 


of | 


memories Ol 


toured | 
j any 


of the 


| We 


6 at the St. Francis hospital, San 
Francisco. He was in his fifties. His | 
widow and two children survive. | 
Further details in film section. 
RAYMOND CLAPPER 
Raymond Clapper, 51, Scripps- | 
Howard Syndicate columnist and | 


| trapuntal, 


Clyde Harris, 48, Zionsville, Ind., 
theatre operator in film business 25 
years, died last week in Indianapolis, 


Mrs. Harvey C. Callier, manager 
of the Strand, Lowell. Mich., died 
Feb. 2 in Lansing, Mich. 


Joe Gallagher, 52, former vaude John Tobin, 53, Metro studio plant 
and nitery comic, died Feb. 6 in | Supervisor for last eight years, died 
St. John’s hospital, Long Island City, | Feb. 7 at Santa Monica, Calit, 

Gallagher, whose mus sing proc- 
livities had dubbed him “rubber- 
face.” made his first apnearance BIRTHS 
around New York some 25 years ago Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Wakely. son, 
at Gene Sennett’s nitery in the | Hollywood, Jan. 29. Father is cow- 
Bronx, N. Y. He later shifted to boy actor in pictures. 

Joe Ward's Orange Grove in Harlem. : 
After a succession of vaude dates | Mr. and Mrs, weer James, son, 
he concentrated on playing club | Hollywood, Feb, 2. Father is a con- 
‘dates exclusively. tract player at Paramount. 
Widow survives. Mr. and Mrs. Will Fowler, son, 
Se Santa Monica, Feo. 2. Father is a 
RICARDO PALMERIN screen actor and son of Gene Fowler. 

Ricardo Palmerin, 52, Mexican’ Mr. and Mrs. Chester Schaefer, 
composer whose “Peregrina” (“Pil-; daughter, Hollywood, Feb. 1. Father 
grim Girl”) and “Las Golondrinas”! is a film cutter at Metro. 


Mr. 
ter, 
an 


and Mrs. John Coonan, daugh- 
Los Angeles, Jan. 27. Father is 
assistant director at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Arthur, daugh- 
ter, Philly, Feb. 1. Father is 
announcer at WIBG, Philly 

Mr. and Mrs. Jules 
Philadelphia, Feb. 1. 
lic relations director 
Camden, N. J. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Tiberni., 
Feb. 1, Phila. Father is 
Joe Stern’s band at 
Philly. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
ter, Feb. 6, 
film actor; 


Haber, son, 
Father is pub- 
at RCA-Victor, 


son, 
member of 
Club Embassy, 


John Harvey, daugh- 
Hollywood. Father is 
mother is the former 


husband,| Judith Parrish, actress. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Corcoran, 
daughter, Jan. 12, Seattle. Father is 
announcer and newscaster on KIRO 
in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Sampson, 
daughter, Feb. 5, Chicago. Father is 


manager record department Samp- 
son Electric Co., Columbia record 
distributors in Chicago. 


chief | 


Scully’ Scraphook 


Continued from 


ag ge 2 


the news has just 
over the A. P. wire that 


going to 


cracked 


the iite of the 
title of “Misten 
way,” or the Life and 
Sime’s Square. It is 
produced by Arthu 
certainly should 
to remember 

The 


now. 


do Old Boy 
Broad- 
Times of 
going to 
Schwartz, 
sive him 
him by. 

stuff will come 


We all have 


under the 
be 
something 
pouring in 
such vivid 
Public Mugg No. 1 
and last time I savy 
I came into New York with 
lines, a chauffeur and a pr 
I went to ma at St. 
then visited § 
We hada 
out to the 
setup over 
money?” 


The first him 
head- 
ivate car. 
Patrick’s and 
Sime. 

He 


1 
the 


grand time. walked 
car, looked 
and whispered, “Need 


A Letter 
What a 


From Sime 
newsvaperman that El 
Simo was. Once I was riding around 
Paris with J. P. McEvoy and we 
were discussing “Variety” trom the 
point of view of a New York daily. 
agreed that with Sime’s news 
sense it would be terrific. 

We stopped to nick up some mail. 
'There was a letter from Sime. 
paragraph read: 

“Hear you're 
ried. Oh boy.” 

“Are you?” asked Mac. 

“IT haven’t heard of it,” I said. 

Within two months I was 
ried. 

Still am. 

The Old Boy 
| the idea himself. 


going to get mar- 


mar- 


must have planted 


One | 


Warners is | 


which | 


| to substantiate his claim 


| to the product an independent must 
whole 


Continued 


Further, where two consent 


tact. 
companies are pooled or own stock ; 
| in a theatre either one of the consent | 
companies may buy out the other. It 


is understood, also, that in some situ- 
ations where two consent companies 
have a joint interest in theatres that 
some of the majors have asked for 


exemption to dissolution. 
Need U. S. OK 
Decree proposals provide that 


chains may not build or acquire ad- 
ditional theatres without prior ap- 
proval of a U. S. District Court. It 
however, whether prod- 
uct will be made available to an in- 
dependent operator in a_ situation 


where a consent company has been}! 


unable to get permission to build a 
theatre. 

Dangers of a sudden building spurt 
by independent theatre operators 
with ensuing overseating in any area 


have been guarded against, it is un- | 


derstood. Big Five are asking that 


where exhibs in such cases demand | 


product for a new theatre it would 


have to be shown that the new house | 


Opposing Big 5 Decree Idea 


from page 5 


mention is made of the size o° e: 
block. 

2. Cancellation privileges. Exhj)i- 
tors, under the latest proposals, are 
to have the right to cancel 20°, of 
; those pictures with an average 
rental of less than $100; cancellation 
of 10% of those features with an 
average rental over $100 and up to 
$200: cancellation of 5°: of 
features 
rentals. 

3. Penalties are provided for fore- 
ine or aitempts to force shorts and 
foreigns. 

4. Provision is made whereby ex- 
| hibitors can ask for arbitration with 


| 
ithe aim of cancelling pictures con- 
unsuitable on 


ich 


those 
averaging more than $260 jin 


sidered offensive or 
moral, religious or racial grounds. 

| 5. Distributors are not to withhold 
delivery of prints from one exhibitor 
in order to give a competing ex- 
'hibitor a prior playing date. 


Anti-Trust Actions 


Continued from page 24 


was built in a situation where there |! 


was not previously sufficient seating 
capacity. 

While it is understood that under 
the latest proposals distributors 
not to refuse to sell product to an 
exhib on some run, to be designated 
by the distributor, there is a provi- 
sion that distribs are not obliged to 
grant a run under conditions where- 
by the distribs’ revenue in any given 
situation would be reduced as a re- 
sult of the establishment of such a 
run. In event of a controversy the 
problem would, of course, be subject 
to arbitration. The Big Five are also 
asking for other qualifications in re- 
lation to the matter of granting des- 
ignation of run to independent ex- 
hibitors. 

Big Five have been given one year 
to dissolve pools and 
stock ownerships but it is believed 
that in cases where a longer period 
is required for such dissolutions that 
the consent companies may apply for 
an additional period in which to 
wind up such affairs. 

10 Year 

Consent companies have asked for 
a specific term of 10 years as the life 
of any new consent decree to be ar- 
rived at. Big Five have requested 
that during this period no further ef- 
forts shall be made by the Govern- 
ment to divorce chains from their 
producer-distributor affiliates. At the 


Term 


same time, however, the Big Five 
have also been seeking a modifica- 
tion of this term whereby they 


would have the option of asking for 
changes in any new decree after 
three years. 

Being studied now by independent 
exhibitors are proposals in the de- 
cree relating to designation of run in 
regard to circuit theatre opposition 
and other points in Section X con- 
cerning refusal by distribs to sell 
product on a run requested by ex- 
hibitors, 

Whether an independent exhibitor 


had sufficient product to operate his | 


theatre, it is understood, would be 
another factor to be considered in 
complaints arising from refusal by a 
distrib to grant a run, 

Consent companies, from 
are seeking protection in 


accounts, 
cases where 


they are deprived of theatre lease- 
holds against their wishes and with- 
out cause. In event that a circuit | 
has been deprived of a theatre by 
the landlord the Big Five seek the | 
right to sell product to the same 


operator in 
same district. 
Latest 
ported, 
submit offers 
cessively 


another house in the 
decree proposals, it is 
provide that exhib must 
for at least five suc- 
released features. In order 


the right 


re- 


an 


for 
also be able to show that the pic- 
tures he bid for have been licensed 
to a circuit theatre which is opposi- 
tion to his theatre. Pictures already 
sold to a circuit house, in such an 
event, would not be affected by any 
arbitration which might result. Since 
films are now being sold mainly in 
small blocks, however, any readjust- 
ment would obviously be forthcom- 
ing in a short time if the complaint 
of the independent exhib is rec- 
ognized. 


The new proposals cover only op- | 
States | 


erations within the United 
and no restrictions, from accounts, 
are placed upon operations by the 
consent companies in any other part 
of the world. 

Other vital points in the proposed 
decree now being widely discussed 
in the trade include: 

1. Trade showings. 
continue currently 


These are to 
though no 


are | 


interlocking | 


meetings could be held. One or two 
such sessions have occurred but 


likely that the case will start airing 
in the courts ‘vithin a month or - 
much later than that. The D. of J. 
seeks to break up the Griffith cir- 
cuit and its many affiliations, claim- 
ing it to be a monopoly.  Distribs 
named as defendants, same as in 
the Schine and Crescent cases, may 
be eliminated from the complaint. 
Understood that the Griffith interests 
will fight the Government suit to the 
bitter end, with no inclination to 
enter into a settlement such as in the 


Schine matter or otherwise. At- 
torneys are said to have indicated 
this openly. 

A civil anti-trust suit for triple 


damages that has been pending for 
several years, that of the Prefect 
Theatre Corp., operating the Pick- 
wick theatre, Greenwich, Conn., is 
slated to come up in New Haven 
district court March 7. Suit ag 
the distributors grew out of difficul- 
ties experienced in getting product 
for the house by Ed Peskay and as- 
sociates when it was taken over by 
them. Peskay, long in distribution, 
represents various independent 
ducers in the east. The Greenwich 
action entails over $1,000,000. 

Weis vs. L. & J. Case 
amount, 
‘a year 
of At- 
against 
a Para- 
distribs 


ainst 


pro- 


A suit entailing a smaller 
$218,000 is the one brought 
ago by Fred Weis, operator 
lanta neighborhood houses, 
the Lucas & Jenkins circuit, 
mount partnership, and 
This case is scheduled to go to trial 
March 6, having been postponed 
from Jan. 24. 

There is no date set for 
of another suit against Lucas & 
Jenkins and distributors, brought by 
Mion & Murray, operators of Savan- 
nah, Ga., nabes, but expected that 
it will come up as soon as the Wels 
case is disposed of. 

Pending for five years, the anti- 
trust litigation instigated five years 
ago by the Quemos Corp., con- 
trolling the Mosque, Newark, against 
theatre circuits operating in that key 


argument 


as well as distributors supplying 
lthem, has not been set for trial as 
yet. However, believed that it 


should come around shortly now. 
Another not set for argument 15 
ithe anti-trust suit of the Cameo, 


| N. J.. operated by the Rosy] inter- 
jests, against theatre circuits in that 
larea and the distribs. Throughout 
| the country there are also numerous 
| minor anti-trust suits against com- 
peting theatres and the film com- 
|panies which may be popping up 
for trial during the yea 

In the William Goldman suit 
|against Warners for unstated dam- 
| ages due to the fact leases were in- 
| volved, decision was reserved fol- 
'lowing argument a couple months 
ago and nothing has been heard 


since then. 


MARRIAGES 


Cora Sue Collins to Ivan Stauffer 
in Los Angeles, Jan. 26. Bysde 1s 
screen actress and former moppet 
star; groom is a night club operator. 

Betty Reed (no relation) to Tobe 
Reed, Feb. 1, Beverly Hills. He 1s 
radio announcer-emcee. : 

Dido Freire to Jean Renoir, 
| 6, Santa Monica. Groom is 
| director; bride, his assistant. 
| Gwen Carter to Donald O'Connor, 
Feb. Groom is film 
actor, 

Peggy Marlowe to Erle Strohl, 
New York, Feb. 1. Bride is vaude 
nitery dancer; groom night managing, 
editor of N. Y. Journal-American. 


Feb. 
film 


6, Tia Juana. 
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Broadway 


Zac Freedman back from _Holly- 
wood, 

Pvt. Matty Fox, ex-Universal v.p., 
overseas over the weekend. 

Entertainment and dance held last 
Friday (4) at Riverside Plaza for 
Den Healy. 

Ruben Rabinovitch now publiciz- 
ing “Early to Bed,’ Broadhurst, suc- 
ceeding Jean Dalrymple. 


| 
Julien Duvivier, director of “The | 


Imposter,” hosted by Universal execs 
at Club 21 yesterday (Tues.). 

Al Cohen resigned as manager of 
touring “Abie’s Irish Rose” company, 
replaced by Charles Strakosch. 

Lex Carlin, Jr., of 44th Street box- 
office, had relapse at Bronx Army 
hospital, but now out of isolation. 

Howard Da Silva, Jud of “Okla- 
homa,” vacations on the Coast 


for 


several weeks towards the end of the | 


month. 

Jimmie Gillespie now editor of 
“The Barker,” published twice 
monthly by the Variety Club, tent 21, 
Atlanta. 

A. A. Adams, Newark-Paterson, 
N. J., partner of Paramount, shoves 


off tomorrow, (Thurs.) for a Florida | 


vacation. 


Gil Lamb was forced off the Para- , 
mount show Sunday night (6), Par | 


studio having called him back for a 
new picture. 

Bill Murray, head of the Wm. Mor- 
ris agency’s radio dept.. is a regular 
commuter to Boston where his son 
is at Harvard. 

French furnishings and antiques 
belonging to Major Edward Bowes 
were auctioned last week at the Ber- 
net Galleries, N. Y. 

Perry Como, singing at the Ver- 
sailles nitery, reports on the Coast 
March 20 for a lead in 20th’s “Some- 
thing for the Boys.” 

Ben Kalmenson, Warner Bros. gen- 
eral sales manager, and Jules Lapi- 
dus, eastern division manager, off on 
swing through central territory. 

Start of second annual series of 
auditions for actors started Monday 
(7) by John Golden at City Center, 
with S. Jay Kaufman in charge. 

Open meeting in protest to rising 
hoodlumism and anti-Semitism at 
New School for Social Research, 
West 12th street, Thursday (10) eve- 
ning. 

Major Irving Somach, w.k. theatri- 
cal medico and backer of legits (Os- 
car Serlin, Crouse & Lindsay, et al.), 
had a bad siege of diphtheria in 
North Africa, but OK now. 


Producer Richard Blumenthal, east | 


for the Feb. 14 opening of “Lady in 


the Dark,” spending a week in 
Doctor's hospital, undergoing a 


minor intestinal operation. 

Sheilah Graham, NANA columnist, 
back from England, has left for Hol- 
lywood to pick up her baby before 
returning to England, where she will 
continue writing for the news syn- 
dicate. 


Nathan D. Golden, head of the De- | 


partment of Commerce film division, 
due in N. Y. this week from Wash- 
ington. He's in to talk before Inter- 
national Film Relations committee 
Friday (11) at Hays office. 


Would-be Miami Beach vacationists | 
against innocent American-Japanese. 


squawking about not getting any ac- 
knowledgment to their requests for 
reservations are told they're lucky to 
receive any acknowledgment of their 
telegrams, business being what it is. 

Marion Rogers slated for a fare- 
well shindig, hosted by Capt. Monroe 


greve’s “Way of the World” for a 
run this weekend. 
Dave Leff, the theatre owner, 
on jury duty! Two Cities film, “Mr. 2mmanuel.” 
Patrici Henry Cass to direei “Zero Hour,’ 
Patricia Dane (Mrs. Tommy Dor-) py Ronald Millar, for Jack de Leon. 
sey) spent most of her week here in New Hans Rehfisch opus, “Well of 
bed with a bad throat, | Promise” under option to Jack de, 
Playhouse preview-premiere of: Leon. 
“Blind Alley” sold more than $800,- The Jack Billings 
worth of War Bonds. Chase) 


London | 
Louis de Wohl to play Goering in 


(Billings and 
proud parents of twins; boy , 


Nixon: promised two weeks of and girl. 
“Winged Victory’ in June before Jack Hvlton going to America to 
show shoves off for Coast. make 12 broadcasts for the services | 


over NBC. 

“Old Chelsea,” starring Richare 
auber. to have second London run 
at the Winter Garden. 

Flight Lieutencnt Robert Coote. of 
Canadian Air Force, has been put in 
charge of CAF Entertainment seetion 
here. 
> Charlie Maddock, sent over here 
Ais ‘Jane by Abe Lastfogel to assist William 
Eyre. Dover in USO-Camp Shows, is now | 

Tom Troy, William Penn hotel! well after serious iliness. 
manager, back from vacation in Hol-! Col. David MacDonald, director 
iywood, wnere he visited his cousin, and producer of “Desert Victory,” is 
Richard Whort. / bound for Hollywood under long- 

Jean Hersholt and his wife accom- | term producer's pact with Metro. 
panied Lauritz Meichior to town Worthy (& Jarrett) is 
when he guest-starred with Pitts-| late't to open nitery in the West 
vurgh Symphony. | Ene. It’s called the “Swing Spot,” 
caterin® to colored troops over here. 

Pat Kirkwood to star in picture for 
Associated British as soon as she 
finishes in Prince Littler’s Coliseum 
pantomime, “Humpty Dumpiy,” late 
March. 

McQueen-Pope to series of 
broadcasts for BBC on the history of | 
the Haymarket theatre, second old- 
est, dating back from 1720. Series of | 


Billy Brooks and Betty Starr-have 
returned to the cafe belt aiter being 
—_ of action ior a while. T 

ick Brown, WB manager, on the 
mend again aiter being vedded for 
several months with a heart ailment. 

Ed Hunt, of Tech drama _ school, 
has just finished tour with Sylvia 
Sidney and Luther Adler in 


Washington 

Navy Board of neview saw a ! 
screening of “The Sullivans”; gave it '" 
an enthusiastic okay. 

White House asked for a print of 
“Song of Bernaaette.” Will screen it 
for President Roosevelt this week. six starts in February. 

Garfield Kass bought the Lotus| With the death of Rosie Lloyd, | 
restaurant site on 14th street for! Alice McNaughton joins the act with | 
more than a million, Plans to erect! Alice Lloyd. This means that the 
an office builaing and may be his’ niece has replaced her aunt and is 
downtown movie site. | working with her mother. 

Kay Ford, wife of the Capitol’s| Latest arrival here reported likely 
Managing director, has branched out; is James Cagney. But unlikely to be | 
with dancing lines. Two units now! in time for the opening of his pie- 
working, one in Florida for 28 weeks | ture “Johnny Vagabond” (‘Johnny 
and other in New England for six; Come Lately”) at London Pavilion. 


other theatre. 
Continued from page 5 
d | has won a competition sponsored by | 

orritying for youngsters and! BRC. Foreign Office and representa- | 


the American public is suffi- | tives of United Nations. Patriots in 


too 
that 


ciently aroused to the war without | different occupied countries will re- | 
| ceive copies of music in the future. 

the need for such propaganda de- | 

vices. | 

The Detroit police censor’s find- | Chicago 


ings usually are followed by the rest 


although Margaret Faber Dancers open at 


of Michigan, not binding | the Clover Club. Miami, on Feb, 18. 


| On theatres outside of this area, but} Marlo Dwyer has returned to the | 
;}probably will carry considerable | “Good Night Ladies” cast after sev- 
| weight since a large number of Japa- | eral months absence. 
{nese have been relocated in this! Mervyn Le Roy spent couple of 
state to work on Michigan farms. | days here en route to Pensacola to 
|One theatre man pointed out that | Shoot scenes for “Thirty Seconds 
the move probably would be fol- | Over Tokyo." - 
lowed throughout the state since Dick Powell here 
~ |hours at bedside of his brother, 
| there was a fear that such NEWS | Howard. who is a pneumonia patient | 
'shots might provoke retaliation | jn the I.C. Hospital. | 


Greenthal, on her matriculation into | 


the Air Force ferry command. Miss 
Rogers, w.k. in show biz, has four 
brothers and sister in active 
service, 

Mort Blumenstock out of Doctors 
hosp where he went to offset the flu. 
“And talk about Waldorf service.” 
Says the WB ad exec. “that hospital 
has it all over anything for making 
its guests, pardon me, patients, com- 
fortable.” 

Sam Goldwyn’s new public rela- 
tions counsellor, Benjamin Sonnen- 
berg (institutional stuff: not just pix 
p.a. ballyhoo), partyed Constance 
Dowling last night (Tues.) at his 
Gramercy Park home, the old Stuy- 
vesant Fish mansion. 

Producer Meyer 
flower” company guesting “Merry 
Widow” company this ( Wed.) 
inee, the latter being another show 
in which Davis is interested. He has 
pieces now of five concurrent legits. 
others being “Tomorrow the World, 
“Ramshackle Inn’ and. “Cherry Or- 
chard.” 


Davis’ “Wall- 


Attorney James S. Brown, Jr., of 
66 Court street, Brooklyn, has asked 
“Variety” to aid in locating Betty 
Welton, nitery singer. as possible 
heir to the unclaimed estate of Rob- 
ert Neill McNeill, who died in Brook- 
lyn in 1935. Singer had been living 
in Chicago in 1934-35, according to 


correspondence found among Mc- 
Neill’s effects. She may have been 


a relative. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Nixon gets “Tobacco Road” again 
Feb. 28. 

Jimmy Totman’s new secretary fs 
Sylvia Linder, who replaces Frances 
Brant. 

Gardner Wilson in town 
the drums for “Something 

oys.” 

Ben Sieerman. head of WB's con- 
tact department, bought home in 


beating 
for the 


Squirrel Hill. 
Tech drama school opens Con- i 


other newsreels. 


mat- | 


Tommy Smyth, of the William 
Morris agency, is scheduled to 
come a merchant mariner in a week 
or two and will report to Sheepshead | 
Bay 

Lt. Col. Gail Borden, of the Army 
Air Force, former dramatic critie and} 
managing editor of the Chicago 
Times. is in town between Army as- 
signments. 

First of a series of 


Lieut. Snyder ordered all atrocity 
shots, used in connection with the 
story of the bloodthirsty treatment 
of American and Filipino -prisoners 
following the fall of Bataan, cut 
from Telenews, Paramount and 
His ruling also was 
based on the fact that the atrocity 
film dubbed into the newsreels came 


swing concerts 


from the picture “Ravished Earth’ Jam sessions to he ! + 
. Sunday) alter ¢ the 
pnts Street theatre. will get underway on 
In addition to refusing to allow! Feb 13 under the direction of Joe} 


cuts from the previously banned | Sherman, operator of the Down Beat 


picture to be used in connection | room 
with the new story of Japanese bru- | Betty Jane Watson, who made her 
tality, Lieut. Snyder declared that debut as_a singing single at the 
shots of the bayoneting of children, Palme) House nonths 
ete., were too horrifying for children | Will take over the “Oklahoma” leat 
| at the Erlanger theatre in June whe 
and others the audience, an) Wyckoff joins the New York 
added that it was his belief that company. | 
Americans were fighting a good war Lieut. Bob Elson. former WGN 
on the home front without the need sports announcer. will take ver | 
of additional film which would tend Commander Eddie Peanody’s duties | 
to “brutalize” them. as entertainment chief at the Great 
Lakes Naval Training station when} 
‘a the latter takes off for the South 
Pacific with an overseas theatrical | 
Stars; Others | 
Continued from page 1 Mi 
boys, is to incorporate a single pic- lait 
ture, with the stars, directors, pro- | Lee Shubert at the Roney Plaza. | 
ducers, ete. all buying a hunk of | Tommy Tucker at Frolics Club. | 
stock in the company and nobody The TI ‘ee Crat.dall Sisters at Five 
setting any salary. After the film is 0 Clock ae ae 
Anthonv and Allyn opening at 
made and launched the actors, dl-|,, : 
rectors, Writers, and others, sell | Marty e Bohn a oldover at 
their stock to the studio distributing | ype Riptide club 
the pic, alk at a very handsome Lou Vogle at the Palm Room, Mace- 


profit. Fadden Deauville. 

Here is how it might work: The The Agnes Cole dancing girls at | 
star pays $25,000 for a block of stock , Siskin's 634 Club. 
in the incorporated production and Dave Lester in his second year as 


| batonwaver at the Bali. 
sells it back to the studio for| “Miami nité-spots SRO even with 
| $225,000, making a capital gain Of | the jack of name talent. 
$200.000 on the stock. The capital Dorothy Porter. moved from the 
gains tax is 25°, so the tax comes to | Versailles to Monte Carlo. 
$50,000. If the star were paid a Carmen de Vega, a Drum Club 


$200,000 salary to make the pic, the fave, return engagement 

income tax would roughly ; there. 

$153.000. At .the Mavfa‘:: 

Madie Davis and a 

Ray Walker. 
Efrem Zimbalist 


playing a 


Cecilia Kearns, 
line of girls; also! 
During the corporation's short ex- 


istence, it is taxed at regular corpo- scheduled as solo- | 


rate rates: but this comes out of the | jet with Unive rsity of Miami Sym- 
picture’s profits and the star does not | phony Feb. 13. 
pay any of it | Eugenia Honeywell and Harold | 


weeks, | Jack Hylton-Arthur Askey show 
: “Love Racket,” at Victoria Palace, 

| despite averaging $13,000 weekly, 

ons | folds April 1 to make room for new 

Jap Atrocities Lupino show. May transfer to an- | 


| A Victory March by Ivor Novello | 


Tom 


| of Animals 


Bauer wil] present a two-piano con- 
cert here Feb. 20. 
Kitty Davis featuring Honey Mur- 


ray, Seorgie Mann, Sharon de Vries | 


and Renee Villon. 


Rolly Rolls, pianist from the Latin | 


Quarter, to the Brook Club, where 
Wilma Cox is the thrush. 

Harvey Grant moves from Ciro’s 
to the Monte Carlo. Arthur Ravel 
supplying the music at Ciro’s. 

Chavez at Monte Carlo. At the 
Bali are Barbara Lee, Three Glecns, 
Daniels and Kaye and the Ballicttes, 

Jimmie’s on the Trail has Sunny 
Rice, Betty Willis and her Playmaics 
(a canine act), Jon Barry, baritone 
and emcee, and Montrose ind Pearl. 

Canay’s rhumba band acced to 


Joe Candullo in main dining room. 
He'll also provide the music for 
“midniie matinee,” 11 to 1 feature of 
Harem ‘Room. 

Joey Adams emececing Beach- 
comber show, which includes line of 
eight. Harmonettes, Enrico 
Novello and a brief bit by Tony 
Canzoneri. Jack Marshall opens here 
Feb. 16 along with Sammy Birch. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 
Woody Wilson and band on deck at 
the Club Riviera. 
Stage version of “Cry Havoc” 
brought out a SRO opening-night 


' mob at the Rooftop theatre. 


Rollet and Dorothea, acro dancers 
currently headlining floor show at 
Club Continental, Hotel Jefferson. 

Marian Anderson will be a sellout 
in the opera house of the Henry W. 
Kiel Auditorium. The b.o. has been 
selling standing room for three days. 

Out-of-town flicker house owncrs 
shopping on film row include Bob 
Cluster. Salem, IJll.: Bill Griffin, 
Cairo, Ill.; George Karsch, Farming- 
ton, Mo.. and Charles Weeks. Jr., 


| Dexter, Mo. 


Orchs batoned by Duke Ellington 
and Benny Rader provided music at 
the President's birthday ball at the 


| Henry W. Kiel auditorium at which 


$7.600 was added to the local March 
of Dimes fund. 
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Tower. K. 


Dare, comics who combine nit-wit 
antics with acrobatics. Front and 
back somersaults and cartwhcels by 
the girl are really smooth. 

Closing the bill, Jack Waller fires 
a fast line of gags and then fiddles 


| several choruses of “Mv Heart Tells 


Me.” with comedy interludes. Closes 
with a parody on current pops. 
Nice biz opening night. Earl. 


Embassy. N. ¥. 
(NEWSREELS) 
The barbaric brutality of the little 


Hollywood 


Harry Ritz sued for divorce. 

John Carradine sued for divorce. 

Mike Todd in town for two weeks, 

Carole Landis !aid up with laryn- 
gitis. 

Pete Canova huspitalized for spinal 
surgery. 

Jack Kapp, Deeca R 
in town. 

Roy Rogers bought a home in San 
Fernando Valley. 

Maria Jeritza taok 
ci izenship papers. 

Dick Jurgens. bani leader. now a 
se-geant in the Marines. 

William Jacobs, Werrers producer, 


cords prexy, 


out American 


to becded with injured 
Latin Quarter bill to alternate with! 


and ! 


Snyros Skouras in tovn for a week 
of studio huddles et 29th-Fox. 

Leonide Moguyv, RKO director. re- 
covering from major 


Dennis Day, born Owen P. Me- 
Nulty, legalizing his profes ional 
name. 


Irving Fein departed Columbia to 
become publicity director for Jules 
Levev. 

Jaik Rosenstein returned to Warn- 


‘ers flackery after Army medica! dis- 
| charge. 

Joan Carroll, screcry moppet. re- 
covering from appene 


dectomy. 

Katina Paxinou was matron of 
honor at launching of Victory ship, 
“Greece.” 


Don Ameche soakine up sun in 


Paim Springs while waiting for his 
next picture. 

Dorothy Shipley. film plaver. suing 
Robert Adrian Scott, writer-pro- 
ducer, for divorce. 

Villiaam White. general manager 
of Skouras Theatres in New York, 


gandering Hollywood for two weeks. 

Al Green, Columbia director. laid 
up with bronchitis while Leigh Jason 
pinch hits on “Mr. Winkle Gees to 
War.” 

Lieut. Commander Robert Mont- 
gomery, vacationing in Hollywood, 
returns to active Navy duty next 
week, 

Fred Meyer, labor relations chief 
at 20th-Fox, honored at a testimonial 
dinner by Temple Emanuel! of 


Beverly Hilts. 


Capt. Owen Cathcart-Jones. film 
technical advisor and witness in re- 


‘cent Errol Flynn case, ordered dee 


ported to Canada. 


Walter Donaldson. songwriter, 


| ordered to pay $250 a month tempo- 


| headliner 


rary alimony to his wife. the former 

Walda Mansfield of the stage. 
Joseph Keaton, onetime vaudeville 

(Three Keatons) and 


{father of Buster Keaton. recovering 


from injuries sustained when hit by 
an auto. 

Henry A. Wallace. on tour of the 
West Coast, spoke on post-war re- 
adjustment of industry at a publie 
meeting held by Ho!!ywood Citizens 


' Committee. 


brown monkeys from Nippon, as re- | 


vealed in recent dispatches. teatures 
the newsreel show here ana, to 
centuate matters, many of the clips 
on display include pleas to buy more 
bonds during the current Fourt! 
War Loan drive. Show is generally 


| entertaining. 


i 


Asking that the onlooker remem- 
ber Bataan, Paramount releases a 
comprehensive strip of film on the 
surrender of Corregidor which, from 
the files. includes a shot of Gen 
Wainwright, whose fate is not! 


known, and turns to two Army oOffi- { 
cers who escaped from that foriress 
of cruelty. Both speak about tne 
atrocities of the Japs, as already re- 
corded in the newspapers, and to 
this is tacked several horripilating 
shots of what the unconscionaple 
Nips did to Chinese much earlier in 
World War II, including one grue- 
ome scene in whicn yvounacd, 
alive, are being buried alive 


Yo this is appended shots of May-} 


wood, Ill.. which suffered a heavy 
toli in men who were murdered 
cruelly by the Japs. Two mothers 
and a wife speak and their words, 
too, are a plea to buy more bona: 

A rather touching episode is the 
| one in which the mother and father 
of the five boys who we 
down on the Juneau off the Solomon 
Islands, are honored by the Navy 
with presentation of the le 
Heart Posthumously to each of the 
boy together with a fine 1 yute to 
the sons and thelr parent f 
| breaks concurrently with the open- 


ing of “The Sullivans” (20th) at the 
Roxy today ‘Wednesday ). 


War stuff includes speedi: gy of tne 
push in Italy, with actior _shots; 
England: Gen. Ejisenhowei whose 
diction is not too clear. speaking to! 


| war correspondents for the first time 


since reaching England: warm wit- 
come home for Churchill: ; ery 
interesting account of an air fizht in 


which he figured 
Harmon. forme 
star, now back in the States: 


football 


ing of the battleship Missouri and 
the carrier Hancock: and a _ B-li7. 


getting afire and exploding in Eng- 
land. 

In addition to miscellaneous mat- 
ter and two shorts, a Magic Carpe‘ 
issue (F-M) and one in the Speaking 
group from Par. show 
includes a special presented by Look 
magazine dealing with the danvers 
of inflation and another depression. 

Char. 


in China. given by | 


Minneanolis 


By Les Rees 

“Cats and the Fiddle” 
Flame. 

Happy Hour has 
all-girl orchestra. 

Johnny Harris in from Pittsburgh 
on industry’s war bond drive. 

Jack Cohan, 20th-Fox branch n 


The 


into 


etty 


ane 


ager, underwent minor operation 
Northwest Varicty club’s turkey 
raffle brought out year’s largest 
crowd, 
Three Gay Blades and “Gay 9s 


Revue” held over at Hote! Nic 
Minnesota Terrace. 
Northwest Variety 


fact 
H 


retiring Chief Barker 


let's 


club tendered 
nonial banguet for El: 


Dennis Morgan, Arline Judze and 
Gene Murphy back to Hollywood 
after fortnight here for war bond 
drive. 

First fight ecard of season. offered 
by new promoter, Tony Sicche th 


Joe Louis as referee, £1 d 
at Auditorium. 


Emma Fenske, M-G cashier, in 
Swedish hospital, seriously ill and 
replaced temporarily by Dorothy 


Donaldson from home office. 


Orpheum has Glen and 
Tommy Tucker underlined fo ecks 
of March 3 and 10, respective'!v. fol- 


lowing Four Ink Spots, etc. Feb. 18. 


Leo Murray, mararcr of Lyceum, 
in Chicago trying to line wn Jegiti- 
ate roadshow attreciions « hasis 
of big business done by those that al- 


ready have played her 
Charles Boasberg ana Ha: 
son, Ned- Depinet drive captain and 
lieutenant, respectively. here with 
L. E. Goldhammer, RKO district 
manager, for sales meeting 


Reno 


The large Majestic theatre sold out 
for the war bond premicre of “Lassie 
Come Home” (M-G). 

Ruth Mitchell, writer and lecturer, 


|} granted divorce in Reno from Stane- 


launch- | 


ley Knowles, whose residence wus 
‘given as Kent, England. Mrs. 
Knowles’ maiden name was restored, 
|She was sister of late Brig. Gen. 
Billy Mitchell. 

Lee Wiley Stacy. former radio 


iciled, H. H. Atkinson. attorney 


singer, and her husband, Jess Stacy, 
pianist for Benny Goodman. recon. 
for 
Mrs. Stacy, said. Letter. reported 
establishine residence for divorce, 
came to Reno Jan. 6 and left later to 
join her husband in Ho"ywood. 
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Thank you Mr. Lawless, Merriel Abbott 


and the entire staff of the Palmer House 


for doing everything possible to make my 
engagement successful 

Hildegarde 
Personal Representative 


JACK BERTELL 
Musie Corp, of America 


Personal Manager 


ANNA SOSENKO 
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